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TO   THE 

INHABITANTS 

OF 

KIDDERMINSTER. 

JWr  z>£-4*  Emends, 

IF  either  I  or  my  labours  have  any  thing  of  pub- 
lic ufe  or  worth,  it  is  chiefily  (though  not  only,) 
yours.  And  I  am  convinced  by  Providence,  that  if 
is  the  Will  of  God  it  fhould  be  fo.  This,  I  clearly 
difcerned  in  myfirft  coming  to  you,  in  my  former 
abode  with  you,  and  in  the  time  of  my  forced 
abfence  from  you. 

When  I  was  feparated  by  the  mil  erics  of  the 
late  unhappy  war,  I  durfl  not  fix  in  any  other 
congregation  ;  but  lived  in  a  military,  unpleafing 
ftate,  lell  I  fhould  .  foreftall  my  return  to  you. 
The  offers  of  greater  worldly  accommodations  was 
no  temptation  to  me,  once  to  queftion  whether  I 
fhould  leave  you  :  your  free  invitation  of  my  return, 
your  obedience  to  my  doctrine,  the  ftrong.  affecYion 
which  I  have  yet  towards  you  above  all  people,  and 
the  general  hearty  return  of  'ove  which  I  find  from 
you,  do  all  perfuade  me  that  I  was  fent  into  the 
world  efpecially  for  the  fervice  of  your  fouls  :  and 
that  even  when  I  am  dead,  I  might  be  yet  a  help  to 
yourfalvation,  the  Lord  hath  forced  me,  quite  befide 
my  own  refolution,  to  write  this  Treatife,  and  leave 
it  in  your  hands..  It  was  far  from  my  thoughts  ever 
to  have  become  thus  public,  and  burdened  the  world 
A  %  with 
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with  any  writing  of  mine :  therefore,  have  I  often 
refitted  the  requeft  of  my  reverend  brethren,  and 
fome  Superiors,  who  might  elfe  have  commanded 
much  more  at  my  hands.  "  But,  fee  how  God  over- 
rules and  erodes  our  resolutions  ! 

Being  in  my  quarters  far  from  home,  caft  into 
extreme  languishing,  (by  the  fudden  lofs  of  about  a 
£.illon  of  blood,  after  many  years  foregoing  weak- 
nefs)  and  having  no  acquaintance  about  me,  nor 
any  book  but  my  Bible,  and  living  in  continual  ex- 
pectation of  death,  I  bent  my  thoughts  on  my 
Eixrlafting  Reft:  and  becaufe  my  memory,  thro' 
extreme  weaknefs,  was  imperfect,  I  took  my  pen, 
and  began  to  draw  up  my  own  Funeral  Sermon, 
cr  fome  Helps  for  my  own  meditations  on  heaven, 
to  fweeten  both  the  reft  of  my  life  and  my  death. 
In  this  condition  God  was  pleated  to  continue  me 
about  five  months  from  homej  where,  being  able  for 
nothing  elfe,  I  went  on  with  this  work,  which 
lengthened  to  this  which  you  here  fee.  It  is  no 
wonder,  therefore,  if  I  be  too  abrupt  in  the  beginning, 
feeing  I  then  intended  but  the  length  of  a  fermon  or 
two.  Much  lefs  may  you  wonder  if  the  whole  be 
very  imperfect,  feeing  it  was  written  as  it  were  with 
one  foot  in  the  grave,  by  a  man  that  was  betwixt 
the  living  and  the  dead,  who  wanted  Strength  of  na- 
ture to  quicken  invention  or  affection,  and  had  no 
book  but  his  Bible,  till  t!  e  chief  part  was  finifh- 
vd.  But  O  how  fweet  is  this  providence  now  to 
n.y  review!  which  fo  happily  forced  me  to  that 
work  of  meditation,  which  I  had  formerly  found  fo 
profitable  to  my  foul !  and  (hewed  me  more  mercy 
in  depriving  me  of  other  helps,  than  I  was  aware  of  ! 
And  hath  caufed  my  thoughts  to  feed  on  this  hea- 
venly fubjedt,  which  hath  more  benefitted  me  than 
all  the  Studies  of  my  life. 

And   now,    dear  Friends,   fuch  as    it  is,  I  here 
offer  it  you  ;  and  upon  the  knees  of  my  foul,  I  offer 
up  my  thanks  to  the  merciful  God;  who  hath  fetch- 
ed 
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ed  up  both  me  and  it,  as  from  the  grave,  for  your 
fervice  :  who  reverfed  the  fentence  of  prefent  death, 
which  by  the  ableft  phyficians  was  palled  upon  me  ! 
Who  interrupted  my  public  labours  for  a  time,  that 
he  might  force  me  to  do  you  a  more  lading  fervice, 
which  elfe  I  had  never  been  like  to  have  attempted  ! 
That  God  do  I  heartily  blefs  and  magnify,  who  hath 
refcued  me  from  the  many  dangers  of  four  years 
war,  and  after  fo  many  tedious  nights  and  days,  and 
fo  many  doleful  fights  and  tidings,  hath  returned 
me  and  many  of  yourfelves,  and  reprieved  us  now 
to  ferve  him  in  peace  :  And  tho'  men  be  ungrate- 
ful, and  my  body  ruined  beyond  hope  of  recovery  -9 
yet  he  hath  made  up  all  in  the  comforts  I  have  in 
you. 

To  the  God  of  Mercy  do  I  here  offer  up  my  moftV 
hearty  thanks,  who  hath  not  rejected  my  prayers, 
but  hath,  by  a  wonder,  delivered  me  in  the  midft  of 
my  duties  *,  and  hath  fupported  me  thefe  fourteen 
years  in  a  languishing  ftate,  wherein  I  have  fcarce 
had  a  waking  hour  free  from  pain  ;  who  hath  above 
twenty  feveral  times  delivered  me,  when  I  was 
near  death.  And  tho'  he  hath  made  me  fpend  my 
days  in  groans  and  tears,  and  in  a  conftant  expect- 
ation of  my  change,  yet  he  hath  not  wholly  dif~ 
abled  me  for  his  fervice  ;  and  hereby  hath  more  ef- 
fectually fubdued  my  pride,  and  made  this  world 
contemptible  to  me,  and  forced  my  dull  heart  to 
more  importunate  requefts,  and  occafioned  more 
rare  difcoveries  of  his  mercy,  than  ever  I  could 
have  expe&ed  in  a  profperous  ftate. 

Richard  Baxter, 
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SAINTS  EVERLASTING  REST. 

HEBREWS  IV.  9. 
There  remainetb,  therefore,  a  Reft   to  the   People  of  Go», 


PART    I.         CHAPTER  I. 

This    Reft     defined, 

TT  was  not  only  our  intereft  in  God,  and  actual  frui- 
*  tion  of  him,  which  was  loft  in  Adam's  fall ;  but  all 
fpiritual  knowledge  of  him,  and  true  difpofition-  to- 
wards fuch  a  felicity.  Man  hath  now  a  heart  too  fuit- 
able  to  his  eftate  ;  a  low  Mate,  and  a  low  fpirit.  As 
the  poor  man  that  would  not  believe  that  any  one  man 
had  fuch  a  fum  as  a  hundred  pounds,  it  was  fo  far 
above  what  he  poflefled  ;  fo  man  will  hardly  now  be- 
lieve, that  there  is  fuch  a  happinefs  as  once  he  had, 
much  lefs  as  Chriit  hath  now  procured. 

The  Apoftle  beftows  molt  of  this  Epiftle  in  proving 
to  the  Jews,  that  the  end  of  all  ceremonies  and  fhadows, 
was  to  direct  them  to  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fubftance ;  and 
that  the  Reft  of  Sabbaths,  and  Canaan,  mould  teach 
them  to  look  for  a  future  Reft.  My  text  is  his  conclu- 
fion,  after  divers  arguments  to  that  end  ;  a  conclufion  fo 
ufeful  to  a  believer,  as  containing  the  ground  of  all  his 
comforts,  the  end  of  all  his  duty  and  fufferings ;  that 
you  may  be  eafily  fatisfied,  why  I  have  made  it  the  fub- 
ject  of  my  prefent  difcourfe.  What  more  welcome  to 
men  under  afflictions,  than  Reft  ?  What  more  welcome 
news  to  men  under  public  calamities  ?  Hearers,  I  pray 
God  your  entertainment  of  it  be  but  half  anfwerable  to 
the  excellency  of  the  fubject ;  and  then  you  will  have 
caufe  to  blefs  God,,  while  you  live,  that  ever  you  heard 
it,  as  I  have  that  ever  I  Itudied  it. 

Let 
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'  Let  us  fee,  1.  What  this  Reft  is?  2.  Who  thefe 
people  of  God  are,  and  why  fo  called?  3.  The  truth  of 
this  from  ether  Scripture-arguments.  4.  Why  this  Reft 
muft  yet  remain  ?  5.  Why  only  to  the  people  of  God? 
6.  What  ufe  to  make  of  it  ? 

And  tho'  the  fenfe  of  the  text  includes,  in  the  word 
Reft,  all  that  eafe  and  fafety  which  a  foul,  wearied  with 
the  burden  of  fin  and  fuffering,  and  purfued  by  the 
law,  wrath,  and  confeience,  hath  with  Chrift  in  this 
life, — the  Reft  of  grace  :  yet  becaufe  it  chiefly  inrends 
the  Reft  of  eternal  glory,  I  fhall  confine  my  diicourfe 
to  this. 

The  Reft  here  in  queftion,  is  the  moft  happy  eftate 
of  a  Chriftian,  having  obtained  the  end  of  his  courfe  : 
or,  it  is  the  perfect  endlefs  fruition  of  God,  by  the  per- 
fected faints,  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  capacity, 
to  which  their  fouls  arrive  at  death  :  and  both  foul  and 
body  moft  fully,  after  the  refurrection  and  final  judg- 
ment. 

1.  I  call  it  the  Eftate  of  a  Chriftian,  to  note  both  the 
active  and  pafiive  fruition,  wherein  a  chriftian's  blefT- 
ednefs  lies,  and  the  eftablifhed  continuance  of  both. 
Our  title  will  be  perfect,  and  perfectly  cleared  :  our- 
felves  and  fo  our  capacity  perfected  :  our  pofteilion  and 
fecuritv  for  its  perpetuity  perfect ;  our  reception  from 
God  perfeft ;  and  therefore  our  fruition  of  Him,  and 
confequently  our  happinefs,  will  then  be  perfect.  And 
this  is  the  eftate  which  we  now  briefly  mention,  and 
lhall  afterwards  more  fully  defcribe. 

2.  I  call  it  the  moft  happy  Eftate,  to  diftinguifh  it  not 
only  from  all  feeming  happinefs,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
the  enjoyment  of  creatures  ;  but  alfo  from  all  thofe  be- 
ginnings, foretaft'es,  and  imperfect  degrees  which  we 
have  in  this  life. 

3.  I  call  it  the  Eftate  of  a  Chriftian,  whereby  I  mean 
only  the  fincere,  regenerate,  fanctified  Chriftian,  whofe 
foul,  having  difcovered  that  excellency  in  God  through 
Chrift,  clpfeth  with  Him,  and  is  cordially  fet  upon  Him. 

4.  I  add,  That  this  happinefs  corifi'tts  iu  obtaining 
the  end,  whereby  I  mean  the  ultimate  and  principal 
end,  not  any  fubordinate  or  lefs  principal.  O  how 
much  doth  our  everlafting  ftate  depend  on  our  right 
judgment  and  eftimation  of  our  end  ! 

But  it  is  a  doubt  with  many,  Whether  the  attainment  of 

this 
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this  glory  may  be  our  end  !  Nay,  fome  have  concluded, 
that  it  is  mercenary  ;  yea,  that  to  make  Salvation  the 
end  of  duty,  is  to  be  a  legalift,  and  act  under  a  cove- 
nant of  works,  whofe  tenor  is,  "Do  this,  and  live."  And 
many  that  think  it  may  be  our  end,  yet  think,  it  may 
not  be  our  ultimate  end,  for  chat  mould  be  only  the 
glory  of  God  :  I  mall  anfwer  thefe  briefly. 

1.  It  is  properly  called  mercenary,  when  we  expect 
it  as  wages  for  work  done  ;  and  fo  we  may  not  make  it 
our  end.  O.therwife  it  is  only  fuch  mercenarinefs  as 
Chrift  commandeth.  For,  confider  what  this  end  is  ;  it 
is  the  fruition  of  God  in  Chriil:  and  if  feeking  Chriit 
be  mercenary,  I  defire  to  be  fo  mercenary. 

2.  Neither  is  it  a  note  of  a  Legalift.  It  hath  been 
the  ground  of  a  multitude  of  late  miftakes  in  divinity, 
to  think,  that  "  Do  this,  and  live,"  is  only  the  language 
of  the  covenant  of  works.  It  h  true,  in  fome  fenfe  it 
is;  but  in  another,  it  is  not.  The  law  of  Works  only 
fai  h,  "Do  this,  (that  is,  perfectly  fulfil  tne  whole  Law) 
and  live,"  (that  is,  for  fo  doing  :)  but  the  law  of  Grace 
faith,  "Do  this,  and  live,"  too:  that  is,  believe  in  Chrift, 
feek  him,  obey  him  fincerely,  as  thy  Lord  and  King  ; 
forfake  all,  fufFer  all  things,  and  overcome,  and  by  fo 
doing,  or  in  fo  doing,  you  fhall  live.  If  you  fet  up 
the  abrogated  duties  of  the  law  again,  you  are  a  legalift  : 
if  you  fet  up  the  duties  of  the  Gofpel  in  ChriiVs  ftead, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  you  err  ftill.  Chriit  hath  his  place 
and  work  ;  duty  hath  its  place  and  work  too  :  fet  it  but' 
in  its  own  place,  and  expect  from  it  but  its  own  part, 
and  you  go  right;  yea,  more,  (how  unfavoury  foever 
the  phrafe  may  feem)  you  may  fo  far  as  this  comes  to, 
truft  to  your  duty  and  works;  that  is,  for  their  own 
part:  and  many  mifcarry  in  expecting  no  more  from 
them,  (as  to  pray  and  to  expect  nothing  the  more,)  tbat 
is,  from  Chrift  in  a  way  of  duty.  For  if  duty  have  no 
(hare,  why  may  we  not  truft  Chriil  as  well  in  a  way  of 
difobedience,  as  duty  ?  In  a  word,  you  mull  both  ufo 
and  truit  duty  in  fubordination  to  Chriit,  but  neither  ufe 
them  nor  truft  them  in  co-ordination  with  him.  So  that 
this  derogates  nothing  from  Chrift  ;  for  he  hath  done, 
and  will  do  all  his  work  perfectly,  and  enableth  his 
people  to  do  theirs:  yet  he  is  not  properly  faid  to  do 
it  himfelf ;  he  believes  not,  repents  not,  but  worketh 
thefe  in  them ;  that  is,  enableth  and  exciteth  them  to  it. 

No 
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No  man  muft  look  for  more  from  duty  than  God  hath 
laid  upon  it  :  and  fo  much  we  may  and  muft  look  for. 

3.  If  I  mould  quote  all  the  fcriptures  that  plainly 
prove  this,  I  mould  tranfcribe  a  great  part  cf  the  Bible: 
I  will  therefore  only  defire  you  to  ftudy  what  tolerable 
interpretation  can  be  given  of  the  following  places, 
which  will  prove  that  life  and  falvation  may  be, 
yea,  mult  be  the  end  of  duty.  John  iv.  40,  "  Ye  will 
not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life,"  Matt.  xi.  1  2, 
"The  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffereth  violence,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force."  Luke  xiii.  24,  "Strive  to 
enter  in  at  the  itrait  gate."  Phil.  ii.  12,  "Work  out 
your  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,"  Rom.  ii.  7,  10, 
"  To  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing, 
feek  for  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality,  eternal 
life.  Glory,  honour,  arid  peace,  to  every  man  that 
worketh  good."  1  Cor.  ix.  24,  "  So  run  that  ye  may 
obtain."  2  Tim.  ii.  12,  "  If  we  fufter  with  him  we 
fh all  reign  with  him."  1  Tim.  vi.  12,  "  Fight  the 
good  fight  of  faith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life."  1  Tim. 
vi,  18,  19,  "  That  they  do  good  works,  laying  up  a 
good  foundation  againlt  the  time  to  come,  that  they 
may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  Rev.  xxii.  14,  "  BlefTed 
are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have 
right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  enter  in  by  the  gates  into 
the  city."  Matt.  xxv.  34,  35,  36,  "  Come,  ye  bleffed  <  f 
my  Father,  inherit,  &c.  Fori  was  an  hungered,  and  ye," 
&c.  Luke  xi.  28,  "  BlefTed  are  they  that  hear  the  word 
of  God,  and  keep  it."  Yea,  the  efcaping  of  hell  is  a 
right  end  of  duty  to  a  believer.  Heb.  iv.  1,  "  Let  us 
fear,  leit  a  promife  being  left  us  of  entering  into  his 
reft,  any  of  you  fhould  come  fhort  of  it."  Luke  xii. 
5,  "  Fear  him  that  is  able  to  dedroy  both  foul  and  body 
in  hell  ;  "  "  Yea,  [whatfoever  others  fay,]  I  fay  unto 
you,  fear  him."  j  Cor.  ix.  27,  "I  keep  under  my  body, 
and  bring  it  into  fubjecYion  ;  left,  when  I  have  preached 
to  others,  I  myfelf  mould  be  a  caft-away."  Multitudes 
of  fcriptures  and  fcripture-arguments  might  be  brought, 
but  thefe  may  fuffice  to  any  wl^teybelieve  the  Scriptures. 

4,  For  thofe    that  think  thi?'Reit  may  be  our  end, 
but    notour   ultimate   end:  that  muft  be  God's   glory 
only  :  I  will  not  gainfay  them.    Only  let  them  confider,* 
"  What   God  hath  joined,    man   muft  not    feparate." 
The  glorifying  himfelf,  and  the  faving  of  his  people, 

(as 
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(as  I  Judge)  are  not  two  ends  with  God,  but  one  ;  to 
glorify  his  mercy  in  their  falvation  :  fo  I  think  they 
mould  be  with  us  together  intended  :  wc  fhould  aim  at 
the  glory  of  God,  (not  alone  considered  without  our 
falvation,  but)  in  our  falvation.  Therefore,  I  know  no 
warrant  for  putting  fucha  queflion  to  ourfelves,  as  fome 
do,  whether  we  could  be  content  to  be  damned,  fo 
God  were  glorified?  Chrift  hath  put  no  fuch  queftions 
to  us,  nor  bid  us  put  fuch  to  ourfelves.  Chrift  had  ra- 
ther that  men  would  enquire  after  their  true  willingnefs 
to  be  faved,  than  their  willingnefs  to  be  damned.  Sure 
I  am,  Chrift  himfelf  is  offered  to  faith,  in  terms  for 
the  moft  part  refpe£ting  the  welfare  of  the  finner,  more 
than  his  own  abftradted  glory.  He  would  be  received  as 
a  Saviour,  Mediator,  Redeemer,  Reconciler,  and  Inter- 
ceflbr.  And  all  the  precepts  of  Scripture  being  backed 
with  fo  many  promifes  and  threatnings,  every  one  is  in- 
tended of  God,  as  a  motive  to  us,  and  implies  as  much. 

5.  I  call  a  Chriftian's  Happinefs,  the  end  of  his 
courfe,  thereby  meaning,  as  Paul,  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  the 
whole  fcope  of  his  life.  For  falvation  may  and  mull  be 
our  end  :  fo  not  only  the  end  of  our  faith,  (tho'  that 
principally)  but  of  all  our  actions  :  for  as  whatfoever 
we  do,  muft  be  done  to  the  glory  of  God,  fo  may  they 
all  be  done  to  our  falvation. 

6.  Laftly.  I  make  happinefs  to  confift  in  this  end  ob- 
tained ;  for  it  is  not  the  mere  promife  of  it  that  imme- 
diately makes  perfectly  happy,  nor  Chrift's  mere  pur- 
chafe,  nor  our  mere  feeking,  but  the  apprehending  and 
•btaining,  which  fets  the  crown  on  the  Saint's  head. 


CHAP.    II. 

What  this   reji  pre-fuppofttb. 

FOR  the  clearer  underftanding   the  Nature  of  this 
Reft,  you  muft  know, 

1.  There  are  fome  things  pre-fuppofed  to  it. 

2.  Some  things  contained  in  it. 

I.  All  thefe  things  are  pre-fuppofed  in  this  Reft  : 
1.  A  perfon  in  motion,  feeking  Reft.     This  is  man 

here  in  the  way.  Angels  have  it  already  ;  and  the  devils 

are  pall  hope, 

2.  An 
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2.  An  end  toward  which  he  moveth  for  Reft.  This 
can  be  only  God.  He  that  taketh  any  thing  elfe  for 
happinefs,  is  out  of  the  way  the  firlt  ftep.  The  prin 
cipal  damning  fin,  is  to  make  any  thing  befide  God  our 
end  or  reft.  And  the  firft  true  laving  aft,  is  to  choofe 
God  only  for  our  end  and  happinefs. 

3.  A  diftance  is  pre-fuppofed  from  this  end,  elfe 
there  can  be  no  motion  towards  it.  This  fad  diftance 
is  the  cafe  of  all  mankind  fmce  the  fall.  It  was  our  God 
that  we  principally  loft,  and  were  lhut  out  of  his  gra- 
cious preiencc ;  and  fince,  we  are  faid  to  beiiit/:out  him 
in  the  world ;  nay,  in  all  men  at  age,  here  is  fuppofed, 
not  only  a  diftance  but  alfo  a  contrary  motion.  When 
Chrilt  comes  with  regenerating,  faving  grace,  he  finds 
no  man  fitting  ftill,  but  all  polling  to  eternal  ruin ;  till, 
by  conviction,  he  fir  ft  brings  them  to  a  Hand  ;  and  by 
converfion,  turns  firfl  their  hearts,  and  then  their  lives, 
to  himfelf. 

4.  Here  is  pre-fuppofed  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
ultimate  end,  and  its  excellency  ;  and  aferious  intending 
it.  For  fo  the  motion  of  the  rational  creature  proceed- 
ed :  an  unknown  end,  is  no  end;  it  is  a  contradiction. 
We  cannot  make  that  our  end,  which  we  know  not  ; 
nor  that  our  chief  end,  which  we  know  not,  or  judge 
not  to  be  the  chief  good.  Therefore,  where  this  is  not 
known,  that  God  is  this  end  ;  there  is  no  obtaining 
reft  in  an  ordinary  way,  whatfoever  may  be  in  ways 
that  by  God  are  kept  fecret. 

5.  Here  is  pre-fuppofed,  not  only  ar  diftance  from 
this  reft,  but  alfo  the  true  knowledge  of  this  diftance. 
If  a  man  have  loft  his  way,  and  knows  it  not,  he  feeks 
not  to  return  ;  therefore,  they  never  knew  they  were 
without  God,  never  yet  enjoyed  him;  and  they  that 
never  knew  they  were  actually  in  the  way  to  hell,  did 
never  yet  know  the  way  to  heaven :  nay,  there  will  not 
only  be  a  knowledge  of  this  diftance,  and  loft  eftate; 
but  affections  anfwerable.  Can  a  man  find  himfelf  on 
the  brink  of  hell,  and  not  tremble  ?  Or  find  he  hath 
loft  his  God,  and  his  foul,  and  not  cry  out,  I  am  undone? 

6.  Here  is  alfo  pre-fuppofed  a  fuperior  moving 
caufe,  elfe  mould  we  all  ftand  ftill,  and  not  move  a  ftep 
forward  towards  our  reft  ;  no  more  than  the  inferior 
wheels  in  the  watch  would  ftir,  if  you  took  away  the 
fpring,  or  the  firft  mover.  '«  This  is  God."  If  God 
a  move 
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move  us  not,  we  cannot  move.  Therefore,  it  is  a  molt 
necefjary  part  of  our  chriilian  wifdom,  to  keep  our 
fubordination  to  God,  and  dependance  on  him  :  to  be 
flill  in  the  path  where  he  walks,  and  in  taat  way  where 
his  Spirit  doth  moft  ufually  move. 

7.  Here  is  pre-fuppofed,  an  internal  principle  of  life 
in  the  perfon.  God  moves  not  man  like  a  {"tone,  but 
by  enduing  him  firft  with  life,  not  to  enable  him  to 
move  without  God,  but  thereby  to  qualify  him  to  move 
himfelf,  in  fubordination  to  God,  the  Firil  Mover. 

8.  Here  is  pre-fuppofed  alfo,  fuch  a  motion  as  is 
rightly  ordered  and  directed  toward  the  end.  Not  as 
motion  or  labour  brings  to  reft:  Every  way  leads  not 
to  this  end  :  but  he  whofe  goodnefs  hath  appointed  the 
end,  hath  in  his  wifdom,  and  by  his  fovereign  authority, 
appointed  the  way.  Chrift  is  the  door,  the  only  way  to 
this  Reft.  Some  will  allow  nothing  elfe  to  be  called 
the  way,  left  it  derogate  from  Chriit.  The  truth  is, 
Chriit  is  the  only  way  to  the  Father  :  yet  faith  is  the 
way  to  Chrift  ;  and  gofpel  obedience,  or  faith  and 
works,  the  way  for  thofe  to  walk  in,  that  are  in  Chrift. 

9.  There  is  fuppofed  alfo,  a  ftrong  and  conftant  mo- 
tion, which  may  reach  the  end.  The  lazy  world,  that 
think  all  too  much,  will  find  this  to  their  coil  one  dav. 
They  that  think  lefs  ado  might  have  ferved,  do  but  re- 
proach Chrift  for  making,  us  fo  much  to  do.  They  that 
have  been  moft  holy,  watchful  and  painful  to  get  to  hea- 
ven, find  when  they  come  to  die,  ail  too  little:  we  fee  dai- 
ly the  beft  Chriftians,  when  dying,  repent  of  their  negli- 
gence: I  never  knew  any  then  repent  of  his  holinefs  and 
^diligence.  It  would  grieve  a  man's  foul  to  fee  a  multi- 
tude of  miftaken  iinners  lay  out  their  rire  and  pains  for 
a  thing  of  nought,  and  think  to  have  eternal  falv.uion 
with  a  wiih.  If  the  way  to  heaven  be  not  far  harder 
than  the  world  imagines,  Chrift  and  his  Apofiles  knew 
not  the  way  :  for  they  have  told  us,  that  "  The  king- 
dom of"  heaven  fuffereth  violence  ;  that  the  gate  is  ftrait, 
and  the  way  is  narrow  ;  and  we  mull  ftrive,  if  we  wiH 
enter ;  for  many  lhall  feek  to  enter,  and  not  be  able:" 
which  implies  the  faintnefs  of  their  fecking,  and  that 
they  put  not  ftrength  to  the  work  ;  and  **  that  the 
righteous  themielves  are  fcarcely  fared." 

I  have  feen  this  doctrine  alfo  thrown  by  wi  h  contempt 
by  others,   who  fay,    "What!    do  you  fct  us  on  w 
B  kg 
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ing  for  heaven  ?  Do:h  cur  duty  do  any  thing  ?  Hath 
not  Chriit  done  all  ?  Is  net  this  to  make  him  a  half 
Saviour,  and  to  preach  the  law  ?  " 

Ahf.  It  is  to  preach  the  law  cf  Chrift  ;  his  fubjeds 
2lt2  not  iawlcfs  :  it  U  to  preach  duty  to  Chriil.  None 
was  a  more  e.vacl  requirerof  duty,  or  hater  of  fin,  than 
Chriil.  Chriil  hath  done,  and  will  do  all  his  work  ; 
and  therefore  is  a  perfect  Saviour  :  but  yet  leaves  us  a 
work  too.  He  hath  paid  all  the  price,  and  left  us  none 
to  pay;  yet  he  never  intended  his  purchafe  mould  put 
us  into  an  abfolute  title  to  glory,  in  point  of  law,  much 
lefs  into  immediate  poiiefhon.  He  hath  purchased  the 
crown  to  bellow,  only  on  condition  of  believing,  deny- 
ing all  for  him,  fufrerir.g  with  him,  perfevering  and 
overcoming.  He  hath  purchafed  j unification  to  bellow, 
only  on  condition  of  our  believing,  yea,  repenting  and 
believing;  though  it  is  Chriil  that  enableth  us  alio  to 
perform  the  condition.  Jt  is  not  a  Saviour  offered,  but 
received  alfo,  that  mull  fave  :  it  is  not  the  blood  of 
Chriil  fhed  only,  but  applied  alfo,  that  mull  fully  deli- 
ver :  nor  is  it  applied  to  the  j  unification  or  falvation  of 
a  ileepy  foul.  Nor  doth  Chriil  carry  119  to  heaven  in  a 
chair  of  fecurity.  Or  righteoufnefs,  which  the  law  of 
works  requireth,  and  by  which  it  is  fatisfied,  is  wholly 
in  Chriil,  and  not  one  grain  in  ourfelves  :  nor  muft  we 
dare  to  think  of  patching  up  a  legal  righteoufnefs  of 
Chriil's  and  our  own  together  ;  that  is,  that  our  doings 
cannot  be  the  lead  part  of  SitisfacVion  for  our  fins.  But 
yet  ourfelves  mull  personally  fulhl  the  conditions  of  the 
new  covenant;  and  fo  have  the  perfect  evangelical  right- 
eoufnefs, or  never  be  fayed  by  Chri.t's  righteoufnefs. 
Therefore,  fay  not,  it  is  not  duty,  but  Cnrift  :  for  it  is 
Chriil  in  a  way  of  duty.  As  duty  cannot  do  it  without 
Chriil,  fo  Cnrilt  will  not  do  it  without  duty. 

And  as  this  motion  mult  be  ftrong,  fo  muft  it  be  con- 
flant,  or  it  will  fall  fhert  of  Reit.  To  begin  in  the 
fpirit,  and- end  in  the  fiefti,  will  not  bring  to  the  end 
of  the  faints.  Men,  as  holy  as  the  belt  of  us,  have 
fallen  off.  Read  but  the  pTomifcs,  Rev.  ii.  and  iii. 
To  him  that  cruercomelh.  Chrift's  own  dilciples  mult  be 
commanded  to  continue  in  his  love,  and  that  by  keep- 
ing his  commandments  :  and  to  abide  in  him,  and  his 
tvord  in  them,  and  he  in  them.  See  John  xv.  4,  5, 
6,  7,  9,   10.  2 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     111. 

What    this   Reft  containeth. 

I.  JL  HERE  is  contained  in  this  Rtfr, 

i.  A  ceifation  from  Motion  or  Action.  Not  from  all 
action,  but  from  that  which  implies  the  abfence  of  the 
end.  When  we  have  obtained  the  haven,  we  have  done 
failing:  when  we  are  at  our  journey's  end,  we  have 
done  with  the  way.  Therefore,  prophelying-ceafeth, 
tongues  fail,  and  knowledge  fnall  be  done  away,  that 
is,  fo  far  as  it  was  imperfect.  There  mall  be  no  more 
prayer,  becaule  no  more  ncceiftty,  but  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  what  we  prayed  for.  Neither  (hall  we  need  to 
fall,  and  weep,  and  watch  any  more,  being  out  of  the 
reach  of  lin  and  temptations.  Nor  will  there  be  any  nfe 
for  inflections  and  exhortations.  Preaching  is  done. 
The  miniilry  of  man  ceafeth  :  facraments  are  ufelefs  :  tho 
labourers  called  in,  becaufe  the  harveft  is  gathered  :  the 
unregenerate  pad  hope,  the  faints  paft  fear,  for  ever  ! 
Much  lefs  (hall  there  be  any  need  of  labouring  for  infe- 
rior ends,  as  here  we  do  ;  feeing  they  (hail  ail  devolve 
themfelves  into  the  ocean  of  the  ultimate  end,  and  the 
inferior  good  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  fuperior. 

2.  This  Reft  containeth  a  perfeel  freedom  from  all 
the  evils  that  accompanied  us  through  our  courfe,  and 
which  neceffarily  follow  our  abfence  from  the  Chief 
Good  :  befides  our  freedom  from  thofe  eternal  flames, 
which  the  negleclers  of  Chrift  mult  endure.  There  are 
no  fuch  things  as  grief  and  forrow  known  there:  nor  is 
there  fuch  a  thing  as  a  pale  face,  a  languid  body,  feeble 
joints,  unable  infancy,  decrepit  age,  peccant  humours, 
painful  ficknefs,  griping  fears,  conluming  care,  nor 
whatfoever  deferves  the  name  of  Evil.  Indeed  a  gala 
of  groans  and  fighs,  a  ftream  of  tears,  accompanied  us 
to  the  very  gates,  and  there  bade  us  farewel  for  ever. 
"  We  did  weep  and  lament  when  the  world  did  rejoice  ; 
but  our  forrow  is  turned  into  joy,  and  our  joy  lhall  no 
man  take  from  us." 

3.  This  Reft  containeth  the  higheft  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, both  of  foul  and  body.  This  qualifies  men  to 
enjoy  the  glory,  and  thoroughly  to  partake  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  it.  Were  the  glory  never  fo  great,  and  the.r;- 
fslves  not  made  capable  of  it,  it  would  be  little  to  them. 

B  z  But 
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But  the  more  perfect  the  appetite,  the  fwecter  the  food. 
The  more  mufical  the  ear,  the  more  perfect  the  foil  I, 
the  more  joyous  thole  joys,  and  the  more  glorious  is 
that  glory.  Nor  is  it  only  finful  imperfection  that  is 
remo\ed,  nor  only  that  which  is  the  fruit  of  fin,  but 
tlut  which  adhered  to  us  in  our  pure  nature.  There  is 
far  more  procured  by  Chriil,  than  was  loll  by  Adam.  It 
is  the  mifery  of\vicked  men  here,  that  all  without  them 
is  mercy,  but  within  them  a  heart  full  of  fin,  fhuts  the 
door  againil  ail,  and  makes  them  but  the  more  mifer- 
able.  When  all  is  well  within,  then  all  is  well  indeed. 
Therefore  will  Goo,  as  a  fpecial  part  of  his  faints  hap- 
pinefs,   perfect    themfelves  as  well  as  their  condition. 

4.  This  Reft  containeth,  as  the  principal  part,  our 
neareft  Fruition  of  God.  As  all  good  whatloever  is 
comprifed  in  God,  and  all  in  the  creatures  are  but  drops 
of  this  Ocean  ;  fo  all  the  glory  of  the  BlefTed  is  com- 
prifed in  their  enjoyment  of  God  :  and  if  there  be  any 
mediate  joys  there,  they  are  but  drops  from  this.  If 
men  and  angels  (hould  fludy  to  fpeak  the  blefiednefs  of 
that  eftate  in  one  word,  what  can  they  fay  beyond  this, 
That  it  is  the  neareft  enjoyment  of  God  ?  Say,  They 
have  God  :  and  you  fay,  they  have  all  that  is  worth 
having.  O  the  full  joys  offered  to  a  believer  in  that 
one  fentence  of  Chrift's !  I  would  not  for  all  the  world 
that  verfe  had  been  left  out  of  the  Bible  :  "  Father,  f 
will  that  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  me 
where  [  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which 
thou  haft  given  me,"  John  xvii.  24.  Every  word  is 
full  of  life  and  joy.  It  the  Queen  of  Sheba  had  caufe 
to  fay  of  Soiomom's  glory,  '*  Happy  are  thy  men, 
happy  are  thefe  thy  fervants,  that  ftand  continually  be- 
fore thee,  and  that  hear  thy  wifdom  ;  "  then  fure,  they 
that  ftand  continually  before  God,  and  fee  his  glory, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lamb,  are  fomewhat  more  than 
happy  ;  to  them  will  Chrift  "  give  to  eat  of  the  tree 
of  life,  which  is  in  the  inidft  of  the  paradife  of  Goo,'* 
Rev.   ii.   7. 

5.  This  Reft  containeth  a  fweet  and  conftant  action 
of  all  the  powers  of  the  foul  and  body  in  this  fruition 
of  God.  But  great  will  the  change  of  our  bodies  and 
fenfes  be  ;  even  fo  great,  as  now  we  cannot  conceive. 
]f  grace  make  a  chriilian  dilTer  fo  much  from  whit  he 
was,   that  the  christian   could   fay   t9    his    companions, 

Ego 
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Ego  ?io?i  fiun  ego  :  I  e>7.n  not  the  ?na7i  1  ivas  ;  how  much 
more  will  glory  make  us  differ?  We  may  then  fay, 
much  more,  This  is  not  the  body  I  had,  and  thefe  are 
not  the  fenfes  I  had.  Yet  becaufe  we  have  no  other 
name  for  them,  let  us  call  them  fenfes  ;  call  them  eyes 
and  ears,  feeing  and  hearing:  but  conceive,  that  as 
much  as  a  body  fpiritual,  above  the  fun  in  glory,  ex- 
ceedeth  thefe  fraiJ,  noifome,  difeafed  lumps  of  flefh, 
that  we  now  carry  about  us  ;  fo  far  (hall  ourTenfe  of 
feeing  and  hearing  exceed  thefe  we  now  po  fiefs  :  for 
the  change  of  the  fenfcs  mult  be  conceived  proportion- 
able to  the  change  of  the  body.  And  doubtlefc  as  God 
advanceth  our  fenfcs,  and  enlargeth  our  capacity  :  (o 
will  he  advance  th  •  happinefs  of  thofe  fenfes,  and  fill 
A-ith  himfelf  all  that  capacity.  And  certainly  the 
body  would  noi  be  railed  up,  if  it  fiiould  not  (hare  of 
the  glory  :  for  as  it  had  fliared  in  the  obedience  and 
fuiferings,  fo  ihall  it  alfo  do  in  the  bleflednefs  ;  and  as 
Chrift  bought  the  whole  man,  fo  (hall  the  whole  par- 
take of  the  everlailing  benefits  of  the  purchafe. 

And  if  the  body  fhall  be  thus  employed,  O  how  fnall 
the  foul  be  taken  up  !  As  its  powers  and  capacities  are 
greatclt,  {o  its  actions  are  (trongeft,  and  its  enjoyments 
fwceteit.  As  the  bodily  fenfes  have  their  proper  apti- 
tude and  action,  whereby  they  receive  and  enjoy  their 
objects  ;  fo  doth  the  foul,  in  its  own  action,  enjoy  its. 
own  object  ;  by  knowing,  by  thinking,  and  remember- 
ing ;  by  loving,  and  by  delightful  joying  :  by  thefe 
eyes  it  fees,  and  by  thefe  arms  it  embiviceth.  Ix  it 
might  be  faid  of  the  difciples  with  Chrit  on  earth, 
much  more  of  them  that  behold  him  in  his  otorv, 
'*  BlefTed  are  the  eyes  thac  fee  the  things  that  you  fee, 
and  the  ears  that  hear  the  things  that  you  hear ;  U  r 
many  princes  and  great  ones  have  defired,  (and  hoped) 
to  fee  the  things  that  you  fee,  and  have  not  feen  them," 
&c.  Matt.   xiii.   16,    17. 

Knowledge,  of  itfelf,  is  very  defirable.  As  far  as 
the  rational  foul  exceeds  the  fenfitive,  fo  fir  the  deii. 
of  a  Philofopher,  in  difcovering  the  fecrets  of  nature,. 
and  knowing  the  myilery  of  Sciences,  exceeds  the  de- 
lights if  the_  glutton,  the  drunkard,  and  of  all  volup- 
tuous fenfualifts  whatfecver  ;  fo  excellent  is  all  truth  ! 
What  then  is  their  delight,  who  know  the  God  of 
Truth  ?  What  vvcuvld  i  not  give  fo  that  all  the  uncer- 
B  3  t:.in 
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tain  principles  in  Logic,  Natural  Philofophy,  Meta- 
pnyncs,  and  Medicine,  were  but  certain  ?  And  that  my 
dull,  obfcure  notions  of  them,  were  but  quick  and  clear? 
O  what  then  mould  I  not  perform,  6r  part  with,  to  en- 
joy a  clear  and  true  apprehenfion  of  the  molt  true  God  ! 
How  noble  a  faculty  of  the  foul  is  the  Underflanding  ! 
It  can  compafs  the  earth  ;  it  can  meafure  the  fun,  moon, 
flars,  and  heaven  :  it  can  foreknow  each  ccliple  to  a 
minute,  many  years  before  :  yea,  but  this  is  tne  top  of 
all  its  excellency,  it  can  know  God,  who  is  infinite, 
who  made  all  thefe  ;  a  little  here,  and  much  more  here- 
after. O  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  our  blciled  Lord! 
He  hath  created  the  Underflanding  with  a  natural  bias 
to  truth  and  its  object:  and  to  the  prime  Truth,  as  its 
prime  object:  and  left  we  ihould  turn  afide  to  any  crea- 
ture, he  hath  kept  this  as  his  own  divine  prerogative, 
not  communicable  to  any  creature,  viz,  to  be  the  prime 
Truth. 

Didfl  thou  never  look  fo  long  upon  the  Son  of  God_, 
till  thine  eyes  were  dazzled  with  his  aflonifhing  glory  ? 
and  did  not  the  fplendour  of  it  make  all  things  below 
feem  black  and  dark  to  thee,  when  thou  lookedil  down 
again,  efpecially  in  the  day  of  fufFering  for  Chrilr, 
when  he  ufually  appears  moil  manifeflly  to  his  people  ? 
Didll  thou  never  fee  "  one  walking  in  the  midil  of  the 
fiery  furnace  with  thee,  like  the  Son  of  God  ?  "  If 
thou  know  him,  value  him  as  thy  life,  and  follow  on  to 
know  him  ;  and  thou  (halt  know  incomparably  more 
than  this.  O  !  if  I  do  but  renew  thy  grief,  to  tell  thee 
what  thou  once  didft  feel,  but  now  hafl  loft  ;  1  counfel 
thee  to  "  remember  from  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and 
repent  and  do  the  firil  works,  and  be  watchful,  and 
ftreng'hen  the  things  which  remain:  "  and  I  dare  pro- 
mife  thee,  (becaufe  God  hath  promifed)  thou  (halt  fee 
and  know  that  which  here  thine  eye  could  not  fee,  nor 
thy  underflanding  conceive.  Believe  me,  Chriflians, 
yea,  believe  God  ;  you  that  have  known  mod  of  God 
in  Chrifl  here,  it  is  as  nothing  to  that  you  fhall  know  ; 
it  fcarce,  in  corr.parifon  of  that,  deferves  to  be  called 
knowledge.  The  difference  betwixt  our  knowledge 
now,  and  our  knowledge  then,  will  be  as  great  as  that 
between  our  fielhly  bodies  now,  and  our  fpiiitual  bodies 
then.  For  as  thefe  bodies,  fo  that  knowledge  muft 
ceale,   that  a   more   perfect  may   fucceed.      Our  filly, 

childim 
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childitli  thoughts  of  God,  which  now  are  the  highcft 
we  can  reach  to,  mult  give  place  to  a  more  manly 
knowledge. 

Marvel  not,  therefore,  how  it  can  be  life  eternal  to 
hw-uo  God,  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  :  to  enjoy  God 
and  his  Chriit  is  eternal  Life,  and  the  Soul's  enjoying 
is  in  knowing.  They  that  favour  only  of  earth,  and 
have  no  way  to  judge  but  by  lenfe,  and  never  were  ac- 
quainted with  this  knowledge  of  God,  think  it  a  poor 
happinefs  to  know  God.  Let  them  have  health  and 
wealth,  and  worldly  delights,  and  take  you  the  other. 
Alas,  poor  men  !  they  that  have  made  trial  of  both, 
do  not  envy  your  happinefs  :  O  that  you  would  come 
near  and  tafte,  and  try  as  they  have  done,  and  then 
judge  ;  then  continue  in  your  former  mind,  if  you  can. 
For  our  parts,  we  fay  with  that  knowing  Apodle,  (tho' 
the  fpeech  may  feem  prefumptuous,)  1  John  v.  19,  20, 
"  We  know  that  we  are  of  God,  and  the  whole  world 
lieth  in  wickednefs.  And  we  know  that  the  Son  of 
God  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an  underdanding,  that 
we  may  know  him  that  is  true  ;  and  >\e  are  in  him  that 
is  true,  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  the  true  God, 
and  eternal  life,"  The 'Son  if  God  is  come,  to  be  our  Head 
and  Fountain  of  Life,  and  hath  gi-ven  us  an  under/landing, 
that  the  foul  may  be  made  capable  to  know  Him  (God) 
that  is  true,  the  Prime  of  Truth;  and  we  are  brought  fo 
near  in  this  enjoyment,  that  we  are  in  him  that  is  true  : 
we  are  in  Him,  by  being  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl  :  This 
is  the  true  God,  and  fo  the  fitted  object  for  our  under- 
ftanding,  and  this  knowing  of  him,  and  being  in  him, 
in  Chryi,   is  eternal  life" 

And  doubtlefs  the  Memory  will  not  be  idle  in  this 
blefled  work.  If  it  be  but  by  looking  back,  to  help  the 
foul  to  value  its  enjoyment.  Our  knowledge  will  be 
enlarged,  not  diminifhed;  therefore  the  knowledge  of 
things  pad  lhall  not  be  taken  away.  From  that  height, 
the  faint  can  look  behind  him  and  before  him  :  and  to 
compare  pail  with  prefent  things,  mud  needs  raife  in 
the  blefled  foul  an  inconceivable  fenfe  of  its  condition. 
To  (land  on  that  mount,  whence  we  can  fee  the  wildernefs 
and  Canaan  both  at  once  ;  to  Hand  in  heaven,  and  look 
back  on  earth,  and  weigh  them  together  in  the  balance, 
how  mud  it  tranfpoit  the  foul,  and  make  it  cry  out,  "Is 
this  tkepurchafe  that  cod  fo  dear  as  the  blood  of  Chrid  ? 

O 
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O  blefTed  price,  and  thrice  bit  lied  love  !  1$  this  the  end 
of  believing?  Is  this  the  end  of  the  Spirit's  workings? 
Have  the  gales  of  grace  blown  me  into  fuch  a  haj  bour  ? 
Is  it  hither  that  Ghrift  hath  enticed  my  foul  r  O  blefled 
way,  and  thrice  blefled  end  !  Is  this  the  glory  which 
the  fcriptures  fpoke  of,  and  minifters  preached  of  fo 
•Now  1  fee  the  gofpel  indeed  is  good  tidings, 
even  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  nations  !  Is  my  mourn- 
ing, my  failing,  my  heavy  walking,  groanings,  com- 
plainings, come  to  this?  Are  all  my  afflictions  and 
fears,  ail  fatan's  temptations,  and  the  world's  fcorns 
come  to  this  ?  O  vile  nature,  that  refilled  fuch  a  biefs- 
ing  !  Unworthy  foul  !  Is  this  the  place  thou  cameft  fo 
unwillingly "  to  ?  Was  the  world  too  good  to  lofe  ? 
DiJit  thou  ftick  at  leaving  all,  denying  all,  and  fuffer- 
ing  any  thing  for  this  ?  O  hilfe  heart  I  that  had  almost 
betrayed  me  to  eternal  flames,  and  loft  me  this  glo-y  ! 
O  bale  flelb  !  that  would  needs  have  been  pleated  tho' 
to  the  iofs  of  this  felicity  !  Didfi  thou  make  me  to 
queftibn  the  truth  of  this  glory  ?  Didit  thou  draw  me 
to  diftruil  the  Lord?  My  Soul,  art  thou  not  afhamed 
that  ever  thou  didfl  quelHon  that  love  that  iiath  brought 
thee  hither?  That  thou  v/ait.  jealous  of  the  faithfulness 
of  thy  Lord?  That  thou,  fufpectedit.  his  love,  when 
tbou  lhouiuft  have  only  fufpetted  thyfelf  ?  That  thou 
didft  not  live  continually  tranfported  with  thy  Saviour's 
love  ?  And  that  ever  thou  quenchedit  a  motion  of  his 
Spirit?  Art  thou  not  amamed  of  all  thy  hard  thoughts 
of  fuch  a  God  ?  Of  all  thy  mif-interpreting  thofe  pro- 
vidences, and  repining  at  thofe  ways  that  have  fuch  an 
end  ?  Now  thou  ^rt  convinced,  that  the  ways  thou  call- 
edit  hard,  and  the  cup  thou  caliedfl  bitter,  were  necef- 
fary  :  that  thy  Lord  meant  thee  better  than  thou  wouklft 
believe  :  and  that  thy  Redeemer  was  faving  thee,  as 
well  when  he  crofled  thy  defires,  as  when  he  granted 
them  ;  as  well  when  he  broke  thy  heart,  as  when  he 
bound  it  up.  No  thanks  to  thee,  for  this  crown,  but 
to   Jehovah  and  the  Lavtb  for  over." 

Thus,  as  the  memory  of  the  wicked  will  eternally 
promote  their  torment,  to  look  back  on  the  fin  com- 
mitted, the  grace  refufed,  Chrilt  neglected,  and  time 
loft ;  fo  will  the  memory  of  the  Saints  for  ever  pro- 
mote dieir  joys. 

But 
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But  O  the  full,  the  near,  the  fvveet  enjoyment,  is 
that  of  the  affections,  Love  and  Joy  :  it  is  near,  for  love 
is  ihe  eflence  of  the  foul,  and  love  is  the  enence  of 
God.  "  God  is  Love,  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  Love, 
dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him."  The  acting  of 
this  affection,  wherefoever,  carrieth  much  delight  with 
it  :  efpecially  when  the  object  appears  deferving,  and 
the  affection  is  ftrong.  But  what  will  it  be,  when  per- 
fect affections  (hall  have  the  ftrongelt, perfect:  acting  upon 
the  mod  perfect  Object  !  Now  the  poor  foul  complains  : 
"  O  that  I  could  love  Chrirt  more  !  but  I  cannot,  alas,  I 
cannot  :  "  Yea  bat  then  thou  canit  not  choofe  but  love 
him  !  I  had  almoft  faid,  Forbear  if  thou  canft.  Now 
thou  knoweit  little  of  his  amiablenefs,  and  therefore 
lovefr.  iinle :  then  thine  eye  will  effect  thy  heart,  and 
the  continual  viewing  of  that  perfect  Beauty,  will  keep 
thee  in  continual  ravifhments  of  love.  Now  thy  falva- 
tion  is  not  perfected,  nor  all  thy  purchafed  mercies  yet 
given  in;  but  when  "the  top-ftone  is  feton,  thou  (halt 
with  (houtings  cry,  "  Grace  !  Grace  !  "  Christians,  doth 
it  now  ltir  up  your  love,  to  remember  all  the  experi- 
ences of  his  love,  to  look  back  upon  a  life  of  mercies  ? 
Doth  not  kindnefs  melt  you  ?  And  the  fun-mine  of  di- 
vine goodnefs  warm  your  frozen  hearts  ?  What  will  it 
do  then,  when  you  (hall  live  in  love,  and  have  all  in 
him,  who  is  all  ?  O  the  high  delights  of  love  !  of  this 
love  !  The  content  that  the  heart  findeth  in  it  !  The 
fatisfaction  it  brings  along  with  it !  Surely  love  is  both 
work  and  wages. 

And  if  this  were  all,  what  a  high  favour  that  God 
will  give  us  leave  to  love  him  !  That  he  will  vouchfufe 
to  be  embraced  by  fuch  arms  that  have  embraced  fin 
before  him  !  But  this  is  not  all  :  He  returneth  love  for 
love  :  nay,  a  thoufand  times  more  :  as  perfect  as  we 
mail  be,  we  cannot  reach  his  meafure  of  love.  Chrif- 
tian,  thou  wilt  then  be  brim-full  of  love  ;  yet  love  as 
much  as  thou  canit,  thou  fhalt  be  ten  thoufand  times 
more  beloved.  Doft  thou  think  thou  canft  over-love 
Him?  What  love  more  than  love  itfelf ?  Were  the 
arms  of  the  Son  of  God  open  upon  the  crofs,  and  an 
open  paffage  made  to  his  heart  by  the  fpear  ?  And 
will  not  his  arms  and  heart  be  open  to  thee  in  glory  ? 
Did  he  begin  to  love  before  thou  loveft,  and  will  he  not 
continue  now  r  Did  he  love  thee  an  enemy  ?  thee  a  (in- 
ner ? 
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ner  ?  thee  who  even  loatheft  thyfelf?  and  own  thee 
when  thou  didft  disclaim  thyfelf?  and  will  he  not  now 
immeafurably  love  thee  a  fon  ?  thee  a  perfect  faint  ; 
thee  who  return  eft  love  for  love  ?  Thou  wall  wont  in- 
jurioufly  to  quellion  his  love  :  doubt  of  it  now  if  thou 
canit.  As  the  pains  of  hell  will  convince  the  rebellious 
Aiiucr  of  God's  wrath,  who  would  never  before  believe 
it  ;  Co  the  joys  of  heaven  will  convince  thee  thoroughly 
cf  that  love  which  thou  wouldlt  fo  hardly  be  perfuaded 
of.  He  that  in  love  wept  over  the  old  Jeruialemn  near 
her  ruins  ;  with  what  love  will  he  rejoice  ever  the  New 
jerufalem  in  her  glory!  Methinks  I  fee  him  groaning 
and  weeping  over  dead  Lazarus,  till  he  forced  the 
jzws  that  ftood  by  to  fay,  Behold!  bow  he  loved  hint ! 
Wiil  he  not  then  much  more,  by  rejoicing  over  us, 
make  all  (even  the  damned,  if  they  fee  it,)  fay,  Beheld 
be  zv  be  Irvetb  them  ! 

Here  is  the  heaven  of  heavens!  the  fruition  of  God: 
In  thefe  mutual  embracements  of  love,  doth  it  confift. 
To  love  and  be  beloved  :  "  Thefe  are  the  everlafting 
arms  that  are  underneath  :  his  left  hand  is  under  their 
heads,  and  with  his  right  hand  doth  he  embrace  them." 
Stop  here,  and  think  a  while,  what  a  ftate  this  is.  Is  it 
a  fmall  thing  to  be  beloved  of  God  ?  To  be  the  Ton, 
the  fpoufe,  the  love,  the  delight  of  the  King  of  Glory? 
Believe  this,  and  think  on  it  :  thou  fhalt  be  eternally 
embraced  in  the  arms  of  that  love  which  was  from  ever- 
lading,  and  will  extend  to  everlafting;  of  that  love, 
which  brought  the  Son  of  God's  Love  from  heaven  to 
earth,  from  earth  to  '.he  crofs,  from  the  crofs  to  ihe 
grave,  from  the  grave  to  glory  :  that  love  which  was. 
weary,  hungry,  tempted,  fcorned,  fcourged,  buffeted, 
fpit  upon,  crucified,  pierced  ;  which  did  fait,  pray, 
teach,  heal,  weep,  fweat,  bleed,  die:  that  love  will 
eternally  embrace  them.  When  perfect  created  love, 
and  moil  perfect  uncreated  love  meet  together,  O  that 
bleffod  meeting  !  It  will  be  like  Jofeph  and  his  bre- 
thien,  who  lay  upon  one  another's  necks  weeping  :  it 
will  break  forth  into  pure  joy;  not  a  mixture  of  joy 
and  forrow  :  it  will  be  loving  and  rejoicing,  no:  loving 
ani  forrow  in  g  :  yet  will  it  make  Pharaoh's  (fatan's) 
court  to  ring,  with  the  news,  that  Jofeph's  brethren  arc 
come  !  that  the  faints  are  arrived  fafe  at  the  bofom  of 
.'?■:,  out  of  the  reach  of  hell  for  ever. 

And 
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And  now  are  we  not  left  in  the  Apdftle'g  admiration? 
<(  What  Ihall  we  fey  to  thefe  things  ?  "  Infinite  Love 
mull  needs  be  a  myftery  to  a  finite  capacity.  No  won- 
der, if  angels  defire  to  pry  into  the  myitery  ;  and  if  it 
be  the  ftudy  of  the  faints  here,  "  to  know  the  height, 
and  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth  of  this  love,  tho* 
it  pa ficth  knowledge  :  "  this  is  the  Saints  Reil  in  the 
Fruition  of  God  by  Love. 

Lailly.  The  aiFeccion  cf  Joy  hath  no  little  fhare 
in  this  fruition.  The  inconceivable  complacency  which 
the  BlefTed  feci  in  their  feeing,  knowing,  loving,  and 
being  beloved  of  God.  The  delight  of  the  fenfes 
here,  cannot  be  known  by  expreftions,  as  they  are  felt: 
how  much  lefs  this  joy?  This  is  "  the  white  ilone 'which 
none  knoweth,  bit  he  that  receiveth  :  "  and  if  there  be 
any  joy  which  the  Granger  meddleth  not  with,  then 
furely  this,  above  all,  is  it.  All  Chrill's  ways  of  mercy 
tend  to,  and  end  in  the  faints  joys.  He  wept,  forrowed, 
fuftcred,  that  they  might  rejoice  ;  he  fendeth  the 
Spirit  to  be  their  Comforter.  He  multiplieth  promifes. 
He  dilcovers  their  future  happineis,  that  their  joy  might 
be  full  ;  he  abcundcth  to  them  in  mercies  of  all  forts. 
"  He  maketh  them  to  lie  down  in  green  paftures,  and 
leadeth  them  by  the  flill  waters  :  yea,  '*  openeth  to 
them  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  that  their  joy  may 
be  fuil,  that  they  may  thirft  no  move,  and  that  it  may 
fpring  up  in  them  to  everlafling  life  ;  "  he  cauftth  them 
to  iuffer,  that  he  may  caufe  them  to  rejoice  :  and  chaflen- 
eth  them  that  he  may  give  them  relt  ;  and  maketh  them 
(as  he  did  himfelf,)  "  to  drink  of  the  brcok  in  the  way, 
that  they  may  lift  up  the  head,"  Pfalm  ex.  7.  And  left 
alter  all  this  they  mould  neglect  their  own  comforts, 
he  maketh  it  their  duty,  commanding  them  to  ryoice  in 
him  alnvays.  And  he  never  brings  them  into  fo  low  a 
condition,  wherein  he  leaves  them  not  more  caufe  of  joy 
than  of  forrow.  And  hath  the  Lord  fuch  a  care  for  us 
here  ;  where  the  bridegroom  being  from  us  we  mull 
mourn?  O!  what  will  that  joy  be,  where  the  foul 
being  perfectly  prepared  for  joy,  and  joy  prepared  by 
Chriit  for  the  foui,  it  ihall  be  our  work  or  bufinefs, 
eternally  to  rejoice  ? 

And  it  feems  the  Saints'  joy  (hall* be  greater  than  the 
torments  of  the  damned:  for  theiv  torment  is  the  torment 
of  creatures,  M  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  ;  " 

but 
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but  our  joy  is  *'  the  joy  of  our  Lord,"  even  our  Lord  s 
own  joy  mall  we  enter.  "  And  the  fame  glory  which 
the  Father  giveth  him,  doth  the  Son  give  them,"  John 
xvii.  22.  "  And  to  fit  down  with  him  on  his  throne, 
even  as  he  is  fet  down  on  his  Father's  throne,"  Rev. 
iii.  21.  Thou  that  iiow  fpendeft  thy  days  in  forrow, 
who  k  no  weft  no  garments  but  facecloth,  no  food  but 
the  bread  and  water  of  afflictions,  what  fay  eft  thou  to 
this  great  change  ?  From  all  forrow,  to  more  than  all 
joy  !  Thou  po^>r  foul,  who  prayeft  for  joy,  complaineft 
for  want  of  joy,  then  thou  malt  have  full  joy,  as  much 
as  thou  canil  hold,  and  more  than  ever  thou  thoughtelt 
en,  or  thy  heart  defired. 

And  in  the  mean-time,  walk  carefully,  watch  con- 
flantly,  and  then  let  God  meafure  out  thy  times  and 
degrees  of  joy.  It  may  be  he  keeps  them  till  thou  hall 
more  need  :  thou  may  eft  better  lofe  thy  comfort,  than 
thy  fafety  :  as  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite,  fo  the  fears  of 
*the  upright,  are  but  for  a  moment.  **  Weeping  may 
endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  moining." 
O  bleflcd  morning  !  Poor  drooping  foul,  how  would 
it  fill  thee  with  joy  now,  if  a  voice  from  heaven  mould 
allure  thee  of  thy  part  in  thefe  joys?  What  then  will 
thy  joys  be,  when  thy  actual  poflefiion  (hall  convince 
thee  of  thy  title  :  when  the  angels  mail  bring  thee  to 
Chrift,  and  when  Chrift  mall  (as  it  were)  take  thee  by 
the  hand,  and  lead  thee  into  thy  purchased  pofieflion  ! 
Wilt  thou  not  be  almoft  ready  to  draw  back,  and  to  lay, 
"  What  I,  Lord!  J,  the  unworthy  neglecler  of  thy 
£r?.ce!  and  (lighter  of  thy  love!  Mult  1  have  this 
glory  ?  '  Make  me  an  hired  fervant,  I  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  a  fon."  But  love  will  have  it  lo  : 
therefore  mull  thou  enter  info  his  joy. 

And  it  is  not  thy  joy  only  :  it  is  a  mutual  joy,  as 
well  as  mutual  love.  Is  there  fuch  joy  in  heaven  at  thy 
converfion,  and  will  there  be  none  at  thy  glorification  ? 
Will  not  the  angels  welcome  thee  thither,  and  congra- 
tulate thy  fife  arrival  ?  Yea,  it  is  the  joy  of  jefus 
Chrift  :  for  then  he  hath  the  end  of  his  labour,  fuffer- 
ing,  dying,  when  we  have  our  joys  ;  "  when  he  is 
glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired  in  all  them  that  be- 
lieve." We  are  his  feed,  and  the  fruit  of  his  foul's  tra- 
vail, which,  when  he  feeth,  he  will  be  iatisfie'd  :  "    he 

will 
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will   rejoice  over  Iris   purchafcd  inheritance,     and  his 
people  (Kail  rejoice  in  him. 

Yea,  the  Father  himfdf  puts  on  joy  too,  in  our  joy  : 
as  we  grieve  his  Spirit,  and  weary  him  with  our  ini- 
quities ;  fo  he  is  rejoiced  in  our  good.  O  how  quickly 
here  dcth  he  fpy  a  returning  prodigal,  even  afar  oil! 
How  doth  he  run  and  meet  him,  fall  on  his  neck,  and 
kifs  him  !  This  is  indeed  a  happy  meeting;  but  no- 
thing to  the  joy  of  that  laft  and  great  Meeting. 

And  now  look  back  upon  all  this :  1  fay  to  thee,  as  the 
angel  (aid  to  John,  "  What  hail  thou  feen  ?  ■•  Or,  if  yet 
thou  perceive  not,  draw  nearer,  come  up  higher,  "Come, 
and  fee  ;  "  doit  thou  fear  thou  hail  been  all  tins  while 
in  a  dream  ?  Why,  «  Thcfe  are  the  true  fayings  of 
God."  Doft  thou  fear  (as  the  difciples.)  that  thou  haft 
feen  but  a  ghoit,  initead  of  Chrift  ?  A  fhadow,  inftead 
of  Reft  r  Come  near,  and  feel  :  a  fhadow  contains  not 
thoie  fubftantial  bleffings,  nor  rells  upon  fuch  a  fure 
Word  of  Promife,  as  we  have  feen  theie  do.  Go  thy 
way  now,  and  tell  the  difciples,  and  tell  the  drooping 
fouls  thou  meeteit  with,  that  thou  hail,  in  this  giafs, 
feen  heaven  ;  that  i{  the  Lord  indeed  is  rifen,  an  i  hath 
here  appeared  to  thee:  "  and  behold  he  is  gone  before 
us  into  reft ;  and  that  he  is  now  preparing  a  place  foi 
them,  and  will  come  again,  and  take  them  to  himi'elf, 
that  "  where  he  is,  there  they  may  be  alio." 

But  a*as !  my  fearful  heart  dares  fcarce  proceed  :  me- 
thinks  I  hear  the  Almighty's  voice,  faying  to  me,  as  to 
Elihu,  Job  xxxviii.  2,  "  Who  is  this  that  darkensth 
counfel  by  words  without  knowledge  ?  " 

But  pardon,  O  Lord,  thy  fervant's  iin  :  T  have  not 
pried  intounrevealed  things,  nor  curioufly  fearched  into 
thy  counfels  :  but  indeed  I  have  difhonoured  thy  hoii-- 
nefs,  wronged  thine  excellency,  difgraced  thy  faints' 
glory,  by  my  difproportionable  pourtraying:  I  will  be- 
wail from  my  heart,  that  my  apprehenfions  are  fo  dull, 
my  thoughts  fo  mean,  my  affections  fo  ftupid,  and  my 
expreffions  fo  low.  But  I  have  only  heard  by  the  hear, 
ing  of  the  ear  :  O  let  thy  fervant  fee  thee  and  poffefs 
thefe  joys,  and  then  I  (hall  have  more  fuitable  conceiv- 
ings, and  {hall  give  thee  fuller  glory.  "  J  have  now 
uttered  what  I  underftood  not;  things  too  wonderful  for 
me,  which  I  knew  not.  Yet  I  believed,  and  the;v 
C  JjpaW' 
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fpake."  Remember  with  whom  thou  haft  to  do  :  what 
canft  thou  expect  from  dull,  from  corruption,  but  de- 
filement ?  Our  foul  hands  will  leave,  where  they  touch, 
the  marks  of  their  uncleannefs  :  and  molt  on  thofe 
things  that  are  molt  pure.  "  1  know  thou  wilt  be  fanc- 
tified  in  them  that  come  nigh  thee,  and  before  all  the 
people  thou  wilt  be  glorified  :  "  and  if  thy  jealoufy  ex- 
cluded from  that  land  of  reft,  thy  fervants  Mofes  and 
>\aron,  becaufe  they  fandtified  thee  not  in  the  mid  ft  of 
Ifrael  ;  what  then  may  I  ex  peel  ?  But  tho*  the  weak- 
uefs  be  the  fruit  of  my  own  corruption  :  yet  the  fire  is 
from  thine  altar,  and  the  work  of  thy  commanding.  I 
looked  not  into  thine  ark,  nor  put  forth  my  hand  unto 
5t  without  thee.  O,  therefore,  walh  away  thefe  flains  alfo 
iji  the  blood  of  the  Lamb! 

CHAP.    IV. 
The  Four  great  Preparatives  to  our  Reft. 

HAVING  thus  (hewed  you  a  fmall  glimpfe  of  that 
refemblance  of  the  Saints'  Reft,  which  1  had  leen 
in  the  gofpel-glafs ;  it  follows,  that  we  proceed  to  view 
a  little  the  blefTed  Properties  of  this  Reft.  And  why 
doth  my  trembling  heart  draw  back?  Surely  the  Lord 
is  not  now  fo  inacceftible,  nor  the  way  fo  blocked  up, 
as  when  the  law  and  curfe  reigned.  Wherefore,  finding 
toe  flaming  fword  removed,  I  ftiall  look  again  into  the 
paradife  of  our  God. 

And  firft,  Let  us  confider  the  great  Preparations  :  for 
the  porch  of  this  temple  is  exceeding  glorious.  Let  us 
obferve, 

i.  The  mofc  glorious  Coming  of  the  Son  of  God. 

i.  His  raifing  our  bodies,  and  uniting  them  again 
with  the  foul. 

3,  His  folemn  proceedings  in  their  judgment,  where 
they  mall  be  juftified  before  all  the  world. 

4.  His  enthroning  them  in  glory. 

1 .  And  well  may  the  coming  of  Chrift  be  reckoned 
with  thofe  ingredients  that  compound  this  precious  Reft  : 
for  to  this  end  it  is  intended ;  and  to  this  end  it  is  of 
apparent  neceflity.  For  his  people's  fake  he  fancutied 
himfelf  to  his  office  \   for  their  fake  he  came  into  the 

world, 
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world,  fuffered,  died,  rofe,  afccnded  :  and  for  their 
fake  it  is  that  he  will  return.  To  this  end  will  Chrill 
come  again  to  receive  his  people  to  himfelf,  "that 
where  He  is  they  may  be  alfo,"  John  xiv.  3.  He  that 
would  come  to  fuffer,  will  furcly  come  to  triumph; 
and  he  that  would  come  to  purchafe,  will  furely  come 
to  po fiefs. 

But  why  flayed  he  not  with  his  people  while  he  was 
here  ?  Why  ?  Mult  not  the  Comforter  be  fent  ?  Was 
not  the  work  on  earth  done  ?  Muft  he  not  receive  the 
recompenfe  of  reward,  and  enter  into  his  glory  ?  Mult 
he  not  take  poflbflion  in  our  behalf?  Mud  he  not  go 
to  prepare  a  place  for  us  ?  Muft  he  not  intercede  with 
the  Father,  and  plead  his  Sufferings,  and  be  filled  with 
the  Spirit  to  fend  it  forth,  and  receive  authority  to  fub- 
due  his  enemies  ?  Our  abode  here  is  fhort  :  if  He  had 
flayed  on  earth,  what  would  it  have  been  to  enjoy  him 
for  a  few  days,  and  then  die  ?  But  he  hath  more  in 
heaven  to  dwell  among  ;  even  the  Spirits  of  the  Juft  of 
many  generations  there  made  perfect.  O  what  a  day 
Will  that  be,  when  we  who  have  been  kept  prifoners  by 
the  grave,  fhall  be  fetched  out  by  the  Lord  himfelf ! 
when  Chrifl  fhall  come  from  heaven  to  plead  with  his 
enemies,  and  fet  his  captives  free  !  It  will  not  be  fuch 
a  coming  as  his  firft  was,  in  meannefs,  and  poverty, 
and  contempt ;  he  will  not  come  to  be  fpit  upon  and 
bufFetted,  and  fcorned,  and  crucified  again  :  He  will  not 
come,  O  carelcfs  world,  to  be  flighted  by  you  any 
more.  And  yet  that  coming,  which  was  in  infirmity 
and  reproach  for  our  fakes,  wanted  not  its  glory.  If  the 
angels  of  heaven  muft  be  the  mefTengers  of  that  coming, 
as  bejng  tidings  of  Joy  to  all  People:  and  the  heavenly  holl 
mud  accompany  his  Nativity,  and  mult  praife  God  with 
that  folemnity  1  O  with  what  fhoutings  will  angels  and 
faints  at  that  day  proclaim,  "  Glory  to  God,  and  peace 
and  good-will  toward  men  !  "  If  the  itars  in  heaven 
mult  lead  men  to  come  to  worfhip  a  Child  in  a  manger, 
how  will  the  glory  of  his  next  appearing  conitrain  all 
the  world  to  acknowledge  his  Sovereignty  ?  if,  when  he 
was  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  they  cried  out,  "  What 
manner  of  Man  is  this,  that  both  wind  and  fea  obey 
him  ?  "  What  fhall  they  fay,  when  they  fhall  fee  hiin 
coming  in  his  glory,  and  the  heavens  and  earth  obey 
him  ?     **  Then  fhall  appear  the  fign  of  the  Son  of  Man 
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ii  heaven,  and  then  fhall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth 
mourn,  and  they  ihall  fee  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven,   with  power  and  great  glory. " 

This  Coming  of  (Thrift  is  frequently  mentioned  in 
t\c  Prophet-,  as  the  great  fupport  of  his  people's  fpirits 
till  then.  And  whenever  the  Apofties  would  quicken  to 
•,  or  encourage  to  patient  waiting,  they  ufually  did 
it  by  mentioning  Ch rift's  Coming.  Why  then  do  we 
not  ufe  more  of  this  cordial  confidcration,  whenever  we 
Want  fupport  and  comfort  ?  Shall  the  wicked  and  pro- 
fane, with  inconceivable  horror  behold  him,  and  cry  out, 
"  Yonder  is  he  whofe  blood  we  neglected,  whofe  grace 
we  refitted,  whofe  government  we  call  off!  "  And  lhall 
not  the  faints,  with  inconceivable  gladnefs,  cry  out, 
"  Yonder  is  he  whofe  blood  redeemed  us,  whofe  Spirit 
cleanfed  us  !  Yonder  comes  he  in  whom  we  trufUd, 
and  now  we  fee  he  hath  not  deceived  our  truft  :  hf  for 
whom  we  long  waited,  and  now  we  fee  we  have  not 
waited  in  vain."  Oh  how  mould  it  then  be  the  character 
of  a  Chriftian,  "  To  wait  for  the  Son  of  God  from 
heaven,  whom  he  raifed  from  the  dead,  even  Jefus, 
who  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come  !  "  i  Thef. 
i.  io.  And  with  all  faithful  diligence  to  prepare  to 
meet  our  Lord  with  joy.  And  feeing  his  Coming  is  of 
purpofe  to  be.  glorified  in  bis  Saints,  and  admired  in  all  them 
that  believe,  what  thought  mould  glad  our  hearts  more 
ihan  the  thought  of  that  day  ?  A  little  while,  indeed 
we  have  not  "  feen  him  ;  but  yet  a  little  while,  and  we 
mall  fee  him,"  for  he  hath  faid,  "  I  will  not  leave  you 
comfortlefs,  but  will  come  unto  you."  We  were  com- 
fortlefs,  mould  he  not  come?  And  while  we  daily  gaze 
and  look  up  to  heaven  after  him,  let  us  remember  what 
the  angels  faid,  "  This  fame  Jefus  which  is  taken  up 
from  you  into  heaven,  (hall  fo  come  in  like  manner,  as 
ye  have  leen  him  go  into  heaven."  Let  every  ChriiHan, 
that  heareth  and  readeth,  fay,  Come!  and  our  Lord  him- 
felf  faith,  "  Surely,  I  come  quickly.  Amen  !  Even  fo, 
come,  Lord  Jefus." 

The  fecond  ftream  thatleadeth  toparadife,  is  that  great 
Work  of  Jefus  Chrifi,  inraifing  our  bodies  from  the  dait, 
and  uniting  them  again  unto  our  fouls,  "  What,"  faith, 
the  Atheift,-  "  mall  all  thefe  fcattered  bones  and  dull  be- 
come a  man  ?  "  Thou  fool!  doft  thou  difpute  againft  the 
Power  of  the  Almighty  ?     Doft  thou  object  difficulties 

to 
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to  infinite  ftrength,  Thou  blind  mole  :  Thou  little 
piece  of  creeping,  breathing  clay.  But,  come  thy  way, 
let  me  take  thee  by  the  hand,  and  with  reverence  (as 
Eiihu,)  plead  for  God  ;  and  for  that  power  whereby  I 
hope  to  rife.  Seeft  thou  this  great  maffy  body  of  the 
earth  ?  Upon  v/hat  foundation  doth  it  ftand  ?  Seeft 
thou  this  vaft  ocean  of  waters  ?  What  limits  them,  and 
why  do  they  not  overflow  and  drown  the  earth  ?  Whence 
is  that  conftant  ebbing  and  Ho  wing  of  her  tides?  Wilt 
thou  fay,  from  the  mcon  or  other  planets  ?  And  whence 
have  they  that  influence  ?  Muft  thou  not  come  to  a 
Gaufe  of  caufes,  that  can  do  all  things  ?  And  doth  not 
reafon  require  thee,  to  conceive  of  that  Caufe  as  a  per- 
fect Intelligence,  and  voluntary  Agent,  and  not  fuch  a 
blind  worker  and  empty  notion  as  that  Nothing  is, 
■which  thou  calleft  Nature  !  What  thinkefl  thou  ?  is  not 
that  Power  able  to  effect  thy  refur reclion,  which  doth  all 
this  ?  Is  it  not  as  eafy  to  raife  the  dead,  as  to  make 
heaven  and  earth,  and  all  out  of  nothing  ?  But  if  thou 
be  unperfuadable,  all  J  Ly  to  thee  more  is,  as  the  pro- 
phet to  the  prince  of  Samaria,  (2  Kings  vii.  19.) 
"  Thou  (halt  fee  that  day  with  thine  eyes,"  but  little  to 
thy  comfort  ;  for  that  which  is  the  day  of  relief  to  the 
Saints,    (hall  be  a  day  of  vengeance  on  thee. 

Come,  then,  fellow- chriitians,  let  us  commit  thefe  car- 
cafes  to  the  dufl  :  that  prifon  (hall  not  long  contain 
them.  Let  us  lie  down  in  peace,  and  take  our  reft  ;  it 
will  not  be  an  everlafting  night  nor  endlefs  fieep. 
What  if  we  go  out  of  the  troubles  and  ftirs  of  the 
world,  and  enter  into  thofe  chambers  of  dull,  and  the 
doors  be  fhut  upon  us,  and  wc  hide  ourfelves,  as  it 
were,  for  a  little  moment,  "  until  the  indignation  be 
overpaft  ?  Yet,  behold  the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his 
place,  to  punifh  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their 
iniquity  ;  "  and  then  the  earth  mail  difclofe  us,  and 
the  duft  mall  hide  us  no  more.  As  fure  as  we  awake  in 
the  morning,  when  we  have  flept  out  the  night,  fo  fure 
ihall  we  then  awake. 

Lay  down,  then,  cheerfully  this  lump  of  corruption  ; 
thou  (halt  undoubtedly  receive  it  again  in  incorruption. 
Lay  down  freely  this  terreftrial,  this  natural  body  ; 
thou  (halt  receive  it  again  a  celeftial,  a  fpiritual  bodv, 
Tho'  thou  layeft  it  down  with  great  dishonour,  thou  Jhait 
receive  it  in  glory  j  and  though  thou  art  feparated  from 
C  3  « 
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it  through  weaknefs,  it  (hall  be  raifed  again  in  mighty 
power.  When  the  trumpet  of  God  fhall  found  the  call, 
Come  away  !  Rifey  ye  dead  !  who  mail  then  ltay  behind  ? 
Who  can  refill  the  powerful  command  of  our  Lord  ? 
When  He  (hall  call  to  the  Earth  and  Sea,  O  Earth  !  O 
Sea  !  give  up  thy  Dead  !  the  nrit  that  mall  be  called  are 
the  faints  that  fleep  ;  and  then  the  faims  that  are  alive 
fhall  be  changed.  For  "  they  who  are  alive,  and  re- 
main till  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  fhall  not  prevent  them 
who  are  afleep.  For  the  Lord  himfelf  fhall  defcend 
from  heaven  with  a  fhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
angel, and  with  the  trump  of  God  ;  and  the  dead  in 
Chrift  fhall  rife  firft.  Then  they  who  are  alive,  and 
remain,  fhall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the 
clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord.*'  Triumph  now,  O  Chrif- 
tian,  in  thefe  promifes ;  thou  (halt  fhortly  triumph  in 
their  performance.  For  this  is  the  day  that  the  Lord 
will  make;  "We  fhall  be  glad  and  rejoice  therein." 
The  grave  that  could  not  keep  our  Lord,  cannot  keep 
us  ;  he  arofe  for  us,  and  by  the  fame  power,  will  caufe 
us  to  arife.  "  For  if  we  believe  that  Jefus  died,  and 
rofe  again  ;  even  fo  thofe  alfo  who  fleep  in  Jefus,  will 
God  bring  with  him."  Therefore,  let  our  hearts  be 
glad,  and  our  glory  rejoice,  and  our  flefh  alfo  reft  in 
hope  ;  for  he  will  not  leave  us  in  the  grave,  nor  fufFer 
us  flill  to  fee  conuption.  Yea,  "  therefore,  let  us  be 
ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  forafmuchas  we  know  our  labour  is  not  in 
vain  in  the  Lord." 

The  third  part  of  this  prologue  to  the  Saints'  Reft,  is 
the  folemn  procefs  at  their  judgment,  where  they  fhall 
fijrft  themfelves  be  juflified;  and  then,  with  Chrift,  judge 
the  world.  All  the  world  muft  there  appear,  young  and 
old,  of  all  erlates  and  nations,  that  ever  were  from  the 
creation  to  that  day.  The  judgment  ftiall  be  fet,  and 
the  books  opened,  and  the  Book  of  Life  produced  ; 
•'  and  the  dead  fhall  be  judged  out  of  thofe  things, 
Which  were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their 
works,  and  who  foe  we  r  is  not  found  written  in  the  Book 
of  Life,  is  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire."  O  terrible  !  O 
joyful  day  !  Terrible  to  thofe  that  have  not  watched, 
but  forgot  the  coming  of  their  Lord  !  Joyful  to  the 
Saints,  whofe  waiting  and  hope  were  to  fee  this  day  ! 
Then  ihail  the  world  behold  the  goodnefs  and  feverity 
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of  the  Lord:  on  them  who  periih,  Severity  ;  but  to  his 
chofen,  Goodnefs.  When  every  one  mull:  give  an  Account 
of  his    itewardfhip,  and  every    talent   or  time,  health, 
wit,    mercies,    afHic"tion,    means,    warnings,     muft    be 
reckoned  for  !   When  the  fins  of  youth,  and  thofe  which 
they  had  forgotten,  and  their  fecret  fins  (hall  all  be  laid 
open    before  angels   and  men  1   When  they  (hall  fee  all 
their  friends,  wealth,  old  delights,   all  their  confidence 
and  falfe  hopes  forfake  them  !     When  they  (ball  fee  the 
Lord  Jefus  whom  they  neglected,  whofe  word  they  dii- 
obeyed,  whofe  miniiters   they   abufed,    whofe  fervants 
they  hated,  now  fitting  to  judge  them  !  When  their  own 
confeiences  (hall  cry  out  againil  them,   and  call  to  their 
remembrance  all  their  mildoings !    Remember  at  fuch  a 
time,  fuch  or  fuch  a  fin  ;  at  fuch  a  time  Chrift  fued  hard 
for  thy  converfion  ;    the  miniiter  preffed  it  home  to  thy 
heart,  thou    wait  touched  to  the  quick  with  the  word  ; 
thou  didft  purpofe  returning,  and  yet  thou  didit  oft  off 
all.      O  which  way  will  the  wretched  {inner  look  !     O 
who  can  conceive  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  !     Now  the 
world  cannot  help  him  ;  his  old  companions  cannot  help 
him  ;  the   faints   neither   can   nor   wi  1  :  only  the  Lord 
Jefus  can  ;    but  there  is  the  mifery,  he  will  not  ;    nay, 
without  violating  the  Truth  of  his  Word,  he  cannot;  tho* 
otherwife,  in  regard  of  his   abfolute  power,  he  might. 
The   time   was,  iinners,    when   Chiiit  would,  and  you 
would  not ;  and  now,  fain  would  you,  and  he  will  not. 
What  then  remains,  but  to  cry  to  the  mountains,  "Fall 
on  us!    and  to  the  hills,  cover  us  from  the  prefence  of 
him  that  fits  upen  the  Throne  1  "     But  all  in  vain  1  For 
thou   halt   the  Lord  of  mountains  and  hills  for  thine 
enemy,    whofe  voice  they  will  obey,    and  not   thine. 
Sinner,  make  not  llight  of  this ;  for  as  thou  livell  (ex- 
cept a  thorough  change  prevent  it,)  thou  malt  inertly., 
to  thy  inconceivable  horror,  fee  that  day. 

Poor,  carelefs  finner,  I  did  not  think  here  to  have 
faid  fo  much  to  thee ;  but  if  thefe  lines  fall  into  thy 
hands,  "  I  charge  thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrilt,  who  (hall  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  his 
appearing,  and  his  kingdom  :  "  that  thou  make  halle 
and  get  alone,  and  let  thyfelf  fadly  to  ponder  thefe 
things!  a'k  thy  heart,  Is  this  true,  or  is  it  not?  "  Is 
there  futh  a  day,  and  muft  I  fee  it  ?  What  do  I  then  ? 
Is  it  not  time,  full  time,  that  I  had  made  furc  of  Chriit 

and 
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and  comfort  long  ago  ?  Should  I  fit  ftill  another  day, 
who  have  loft  fo  many  ?"  Friend,  I  profcfs  to  thee, 
from  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  that  of  all  thy  fweet  fins, 
there  will  then  be  nothing  left,  but  the  fting  in  thy 
confcience,  which   will  be  never  out  thro'  all  eternity. 

But  why  trembleft  thou,  O  gracious  foul  ?  He  that 
would  not  overlook  one  Lot  in  Sodom  :  nay,  that  could 
do  nothing  till  he  went  forth,  will  he  forget  thee  at 
that  day  ?  Thy  Lord  "  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the 
godly  out  of  temptation,  and  to  refesve  the  unjuft  to 
the  day  of  judgment  to  be  punifhed  :  M  he  knoweth  how 
to  make  the  fame  day  the  greateft  terror  t*>  his  foes,  and 
yet  the  greateft  joy  to  his  people.  "  There  is  no  con- 
demnation to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk 
not  afcer  the  fiem,  but  after  the  Spirit.55  And,  H  who 
mail  lay  any  thing  to  the-  charge  of  God's  elect  r  " 
Shall  the  Law  ?  Why,  "  Whatfoever  the  law  faith,  it 
faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  law;  but  we  are  net 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace :  for  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  Life,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  hath  made  us 
free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death!  '5  Or  mall  Con- 
fcience? We  were  long  ago  "juftified  by  faith,  and 
fo  have  peace  with  God,  and  have  our  hearts  fprinkled 
from  an  evil  confcience  ;  and  the  Spirit  bearing  witnefs 
with  our  fpirits,*  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.  It 
is  God  that  juftifieth,  who  mail  condemn  ?  "  If  our 
Judge  condemn  us  not,  who  mail  ?  He  that  faid  to  the 
adulterous  woman,  "  Hath  no  man  condemned  thee  ? 
Neither  do  I  condemn  thee:  55  he  will  fay  to  us,  (more 
faithfully  than  Peter  to  him,)  "  Tho5  all  men  deny  thee, 
or  condemn  thee,  I  will  not.  Thou  haft  confelted  me 
before  men,  and  I  will  confefs  thee  before  my  Father, 
and  the  angels  in  heaven." 

What  inexpreflibie  joy  may  this  afford  a  believer  ! 
Our  dear  Lord  fhaii  be  our  Judge  !  will  a  man  fear  to 
be  judged  by  his  deareft  friend,  by  a  brother,  by  a 
father  ?  or  a  wife  by  her  own  huiband  ?  Did  he  come 
down,  and  fufFer,  and  weep,  and  bleed,  and  die  for 
thee,  and  will  he  now  condemn  thee?  Was  he  judged, 
and  condemned,  and  executed  in  thy  Head,  and  now 
will  he  condemn  thee  ?  Hath  it  coft  him  fo  dear  to  lave 
thee  ?  And  will  he  now  deftroy  thee  ?  Flath  he  done 
the  moft  of  the  work  already,  in  juftifying,  preferving, 
and  perfecting  thee  ?    and  will  he  now  undo  all  again  f 
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O  what  an  unpardonable  fin  is  unbelief,  that  will  charge 
our  Lord  with  fuch  abfurdities  ?  Well  then,  fellow 
ChriiHans,  let  the  terror  of  that  day  be  ever  fo  great, 
our  Lord  can  mean  no  ill  to  us  in  all.  Let  it  make  the 
devils  tremble,  and  the  wicked  tremble  ;  but  it  (hall 
make  us  leap  for  joy.  And  it  mufl  needs  affect  us 
deeply  with  the  fenfe  of  our  mercy  and  happinefs,  to 
behold  the  contrary  condition  of  others.  To  fee  molt 
of  the  world  tremble  with  terror,  while  we  triumph 
with  joy;  to  fee  them  thruft  into  hell,  when -we  are 
proclaimed  heirs  of  the  kingdom  ;  to  fee  our  neighbours, 
who  lived  in  the  fame  towns,  came  to  the  fame  congre- 
gations, dwelt  in  the  fame  houfes,  and  were  efteemed 
more  honourable  in  the  world  than  ourfelves  ;  now  lo 
differenced  from  us,  and  by  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  eter- 
nally fepaiated.  This,  with  the  great  magnificence  and 
dreadfulnefs  of  the  day,  doth  the  Apoftle  pathetically 
exprefs,  in  2  ThefT.  i.  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  "It  is  righte- 
ous with  God  to  recompeuce  tribulation  to  them  that 
trouble  you  ;  and  to  you  who  are  troubled,  reft  with 
us  ;  when  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  be  revealed  from  heaven 
with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 
geance on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the 
gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  who  fhall  be 
punifhed  with  everlafting  deftruction  from  the  prefence 
of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power."  And 
now,  is  not  here  enough  to  make  that  day  a  welcome 
day,  and  the  thoughts  of  it  delightful  to  us  ?  But  yet 
there  is  more.  We  fhall  be  fo  far  from  the  dread  of 
that  judgment,  that  ourfelves  fhall  become  the  judges. 
Chrift  will  take  his  people,  as  it  were,  into  commiffion 
with  him  ;  and  they  fhall  fit  and  approve  kis  righteous 
judgment. 

"  Do  you  not  know  that  the  faints  fhall  judge  the 
world?"  Nay,  "Know  ye  not  that  we  fhall  judge 
angels  ?  "  Surely,  were  it  not  the  word  of  Chrift  that 
fpeaks  it,  this  advancement  would  feem  incredible,  yet 
even  Enoch,  the  feventh  from  Adam,  prophefied  of  this. 
faying,  "  Behold  !  the  Lord  cometh,  with  ten  thoufand 
of  his  Saints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all  :  and  to 
convince  all  that  are  ungodly  among  them,  of  all  their 
ungodly  deeds,  which  they  have  ungodly  committed  ; 
and  of  all  their  hard  fpeeches,  which  ungodly  tinners 
have  fpoken  againft  him,"  Jude  14,  &c.  Thus  fhall  the 

Saints 
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Saints  be  honoured,  and  the  "  Righteous  have  dominion 
in  the  morning."  O  that  the  carelefs  world  were  but 
"  wife  to  confider  this,  and  that  they  would  confidtr 
their  latter  end  !  "  That  they  would  be  now  of  the 
fame  mind,  as  they  will  be  when  they  fhall  fre  "  the 
heavens  pafs  away  with  a  noife,  and  the  elements  melt 
with  fervent  heat ;  the  earth  alfo,  and  the  works  that 
are  therein  be  burnt  up !  "  When  all  mall  be  on  fire  about 
their  ears,  and  all  earthly  glory  ^r  ronfuraed.  "For 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  which  are  now,  are  referved 
unto  fire  againft  the  day  of  judg'  m.  and  perdition  of 
ungodly  men.  Seeing  then  all  theft  things  fiiall  be 
dillolved,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all 
holy  converfation  and  godlinef:. !  Looking  for,  and 
hatting  to  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God;  wherein  the 
heavens  being  on  fire,  fhall  be  difiolved,  and  the  ele- 
ments melt  with  fervent  heat.', 

The  fourth  antecedent  to  the  "Saints  advancement  is, 
their  folemn  coronation,  and  receiving  into  the  king- 
dom. For  as  Chriil,  their  Head,  is  anointed  both  King 
and  Prieft  ;  fo  under  him  are  his  people  made  unto  God 
both  kings  and  priefts :  "  To  reign,  and  to  offer  praife* 
forever,"  Rev.  v.  10.  "  The  crown  of  rightecufhefs, 
which  was  laid  up  for  them,  fhall  by  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  Judge,  be  given  them  at  that  day,"  2  Tim.  iv. 
8.  "They  have  been  faithful  to  death,  and  therefore 
fhall  receive  the  crown  of  life;  "  and  according  to  the 
improvement  of  talents  here,  fo  mall  their  rule  and 
dignity  be  enlarged.  So  that  they  are  not  dignified 
with  empty  titles,  but  real  dominion.  For  "  Chrift 
will  take  them,  and  fet  them  down  with  himfelf,  on  his 
own  throne;  and  will  give  them  power  over  the  nations, 
even  as  he  received  of  his  Father.  And  will  give  them 
the  morning-ilar."  The  Lord  himfelf  will  give  them 
pofTeffion  with  thefe  applauding  expreflions  :  '*  Well 
dene,  good  and  faithful  fervant,  thou  hall  been  faithful 
over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things  :  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  And 
with  this  folemn  and  blefTed  proclamation  (hall  he  en- 
throne them  ;  "Come,  ye  blefted  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom,  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world."  Every  word  is  full  of  life  and  joy. 
(Cc?ne  ! J  This  is  the  holding  forth  of  the  golden 
iceptre ;     to    warrant  our   approach  unto   this   glory. 

Come 
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Come  now  as  near  as  you  will ;  fear  not  the  Bethfhe- 
mite's  judgment:  for  the  enmity  is  utterly  taken  away. 
This  is  not  fdch  a  Ccme  as. we  were  wont  to  hear,  Come* 
take  up  your  crofs,  and  follow  me  :  thoifcgh  that  was  fweet, 
yet  this  is  much  more.  [Ye  hlejjed]  BleHLd  indeed,  when 
that  mouth  (hall  fo  pronounce  us.  For  t^xjugh  the  world 
hath  accounted  us  accurfed,  yet  ce;ui:.ly,t/io!e  that  he 
blefTeth  are  blefied  ;  and  thofe  whom  he  cVrieth,  only 
are  curfed  :  and  his  blefiing  li' all  not  be  revoked.  But  he 
hath  blefied  us,  and  we  ihall  be  blefied.  [Of  t*x  Father] 
Blefied  in  the  Father's  Love,  as  well  as  the  Son's;  for 
they  are  one;  the  Father  hath  telliflcd  his  ft)ve,  in 
fending  Chrift,  acceping  his  ranfom  ;  as  the  Son  hath 
ajfo  teltified  his.  [Inherit]  No  longer  bond-men',  nor 
fervants  only,  nor  children  under  age,  who  diiSer.no t 
in  pofTeflion,  but  only  in  the  title  from  fervants  ;<.£ut, 
now  we  are  heirs  of  tie  kingdom,  co-heirs  with  Ch\ 
[The  kingdom]  No  lefs  than  the  kingdom  !  Jndeed'to 
be  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  is  our  Lorci%. 
own  title  ;  but  to  be  kings  and  reign  with  him,  is 
ours ;  the  fruition  of  this  kingdom,  is  as  the  fruition 
of  the  light  of  the  fun,  each  hath  the  whole,  and  the 
reft  neverthclefs.  [Prepared]  God  is  the  Alpha,  as 
well  as  the  Omega  of  our  blefTednefs.  Eternal  Love 
hath  laid  the  foundation.  He  prepared  the  kingdom 
for  us,  and  then  prepared  us  for  the  kingdom.  This 
is  the  preparation  of  his  counfel;  for  the  execution 
whereof  Chrift  has  yet  to  make  a  further  preparation, 
[Forjou]  Not  for  believers  only  in  general,  but  for  you 
in  particular.  [From  the  foundation  tf  the  nvorld.'j  Not 
only  from  the  promife  after  Adam's  fall,  but  from 
eternity. 

But  a  difficulty  arifeth  in  our  way.  In  what  fen fe  is 
our  improvement  of  our  talent,  our  well-doing,  our 
over-coming,  our  labouring,  vifiting,  feeding  Cnrift  in 
his  little  ones,  alledged  as  a  reafon  of  our  coronation 
and  glory  ?  Is  it  not  the  purchafed  pofTeiTion,  and 
mere  fruit  of  Chrift's  blood  ?  If  every  man  muft  be 
judged  according  to  his  works,  and  receive  according 
to  what  he  has  done  in  the  flefh,  whether  good  or 
evil  ;  if  "  Gcd  will  render  to  every  man  according  to 
his  deeds,"  Rom.  ii.  6,  7.  And  give  eternal  life  to 
all  men,    if  they  patiently  continue  in  well-doing  ;  if 

he 
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he  will  give  a  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  Rev.  xxii.  14, 
and  entrance  into  the  city,  to  the  doers  of  his  com- 
mandments ;  and  if  this  laft  abfolving  fentence  be  the 
completing  of  our  j unification  ;  and  fo  "  the  doers  of 
the  law  be  juftiHed,"  Rom.ii.13.  Then,  what  is  becorre 
of  free-grace?  Or  jullifkation  by  faith  only?  Or 
the  fole  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  make  us  accepted? 
I  anfwer, 

1 .  Let  not  the  names  of  men  draw  thee  one  way  or 
another,  or  make  thee  partial  in  fearcMngfor  the  Truth  ; 
but  call  no  doctrine  unfound,  becaufe  it  is  theirs  ;  nor 
found  becaufe  of  the  repute  of  the  Writer, 

2.  Know  this,  That  as  an  unhumbled  foul  is  far  more 
apt  to  give  too  much  to  duty  and  perfonal  righteoufnefs, 
than  to  Chrift  ;  fo  an  humble,  felf-denying  Chriitian,  is 
as  likely  to  err  on  the  other  hand,  in  giving  lefs  to  duty 
than  Chrift  hath  given,  and  laying  all  the  work  from 
himfelf  on  Chrift,  for  fear  of  robbing  Chrift  of  the 
honour  ;  and  fo  much  to  look  at  Chrift  without  him, 
and  think  he  fhould  look  at  nothing  in  himfelf;  that  he 
forgets  Chrift  within  him. 

3.  Our  giving  to  Chrift  more  of  the  work  than  Scrip- 
ture doth,  or  rather  our  afcribing  it  to  him  out  of  the 
fcripture-way,  doth  but  difhonour,  and  not  honour  him  ; 
and  deprefs,  but  not  exait  his  free- grace  :  while  we 
deny  the  inward  fandtifying  work  of  his  Spirit,  and 
extol  his  free  justification,  which  are  equal  fruits  of  his 
merit,  we  make  him  an  imperfect  Saviour. 

4.  But  to  arrogate  to  ourfelves  any  part  of  Chiift's 
prerogative,  is  moll  defperate  of  all,  and  no  doctrine 
more  dire&ly  overthrows  the  gofpel,  than  that  of  jufti- 
fkation  by  the  merits  of  our  own,  or  by  works  of  the 
Law. 

And  thus  we  have  feen  the  Chriflian  fafely  landed  in 
Paradife  ;  and  conveyed  honourably  to  his  Reft.  Now 
let  us  a  little  further  view  thofe  Maniions,  confider  his 
Privileges,  and  fee  whether  there  be  any  glory  like 
unto  this  glory. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    V. 

Tlx  Excellencies   of  our   Rest. 

LET  us  fee  more  immediately  from  the  pure  foan- 
tain  of  the  Scriptures,  what  further  Excellencies  this 
Reft  afFordeth.  And  the  Lord  hide  us  in  the  clifts  of 
the  Rock,  and  cover  us  with  the  hands  of  indulgent 
grace,  while  we  approach  to  take  this  view  ! 

And  firlt,  it  is  a  moft  fingular  honour  of  the  Saints' 
Reft,  to  be  oelled  the  Purcbafed  Pojfeflion  i  that  is,  the 
fruit  of  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  yea,  the  chief 
fruit ;  yea,  the  end  and  perfection  of  all  the  fruits  of  that 
blood.  Surely  Love  is  the  moft  precious  ingredient  iu 
the  whole  compofition  ;  and  of  all  the  flowers  that  grow 
in  the  garden  of  love,  can  there  be  brought  one  more 
fweet  than  this  Love  ?  Greater  love  than  this  there  is 
not,  to  lay  down  the  life  of  the  Lover.  And  to  have 
this  our  Redeemer  ever  before  our  eyes,  and  the  livelier!: 
ienfe  and  fremeft  remembrance  of  that  dying,  bleeding 
love,  ftill  upon  our  fouls!  O  how  will  it  fill  our  fouls 
with  perpetual  rarifhments,  to  think,  that  in  the  ftreams 
of  this  blood,  we  have  fwam  thro*  the  violence  of  the 
world,  the  fnares  of  fatan,  the  fedtscements  of  the  flelh, 
the  curfe  of  the  law,  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God, 
the  accufations  of  a  guilty  confcience,  and  the  doubts 
and  fears  of  an  unbelieving  heart,  and  are  paffed  thro' 
all,  and  arrived  fafely  at  the  preience  of  God  !  Now 
v/e  are  ftupified  with  vile  and  fenfelefs  hearts,  that  can 
heir  all  the  ftory  of  this  love,  and  read  all  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  love,  and  all  with  dulnefs,  and  unafFedednefs. 
He  cries  to  us,  "Behold,  and  fee,  is  it  nothing  to  you, 
O  all  that  pafs  by  ?  Is  there  any  forrow  like  unto  my 
forrow  ?  "  And  we  will  fcarce  hear  or  regard  the 
voice  ;  or  turn  afide  to  view  the  wounds  of  him  who 
healed  our  wounds  at  fo  dear  a  rate.  But  oh,  then  our 
perfected  fouls  will  feel  as  well  as  hear,  and  with  feel- 
ing apprekenfions  fiame  in  love  for  love.  Now  we  (et 
his  picture  wounded  and  dying  before  our  eyes,  but  can 
•^ei  it  no  nearer  our  hearts,  than  if  we  believed  nothing 
0f  white- we  read.  But  then,  when  the  obftru&ions  be. 
D  r\  e 
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tween  the  eye  and  the  understanding  are  taken  away, 
and  the  paflage  opened  between  the  head  and  the  heart, 
furely  our  eyes  will  evcrlailingly  affeft  our  heart;  and 
while  we  view  with  one  eye  our  llain-revived  Lord,  and 
with  the  other  eye  our  lojt- recovered  fouls,  thefe  views 
will  eternally  pierce  us,  and  warm  our  very  fouls.  And 
thofe  eyes  thro*  which  folly  hath  fo  often  ftolen  into  our 
hearts,  will  let  in  the  love  of  our  deareft  Lord  forever. 
Wc  (hall  then  leave  thefe  hearts  of  done  and  rock 
behind  us,  and  the  fins  that  here  fo  clofe  befet  us,  and 
the  fottifh  unkindnefs  that  followed  us  fo  long,  fhall  not 
be  able  to  follow  us  into  glory.  But  we  (hall  behold, 
as  it  were,  the  wounds  of  love,  with  eyes  and  hearts 
of  love,  for  ever.  Now  his  heart  is  open  to  us  and  ours 
fnut  to  him  ;  but  when  his  heart  (hall  be  open,  and  our 
hearts  open,  Oh  the  blefled  congrefs  that  will  then  be  ! 
"What  a  pafiionate  meeting  is  there  between  our  new- 
jifen  Lord,  and  the  firft  finful  woman  that  he  appears 
to  !  How  doth  love  flruggle  for  exprefiions !  And  the 
ftrained  fire  (hut  up  in  the  bread,  drives  to  break  forth  ! 
*«  Mary  !"  faith  Chrift;  "  Mailer  I  "  faith  Mary  ;  and 
prefently  fhe  clafps  about  his  feet,  having  her  heart  as 
jiear  to  his  heart  as  her  hands  were  to  his  feet.  What  a 
meeting  of  love  then  will  there  be,  between  the  new- 
glorified  faints,  and  the  glorious  Redeemer  !  But  I  am 
here  at  a  lofs,  my  apprehenfions  fail  me,  and  fall  too 
ftiort.  Only  this  I  know,  it  will  be  the  fingular  praife 
of  our  inheritance,  that  it  was  bought  with  the  price  of 
blood  :  and  the  fingular  joy  of  the  faints,  to  behold  the 
Purchafer  and  the  price,  together  with  the  poffeihon  : 
neither  will  the  views  of  the  wounds  of  love  renew  our 
■wounds  or  forrow;  he  whofe  firit  words  after  his  refur- 
rection  were  to  a  great  finner,  Woman,  <why  nxxepeft  thou  ? 
knows  how  to  raife  love  and  joy  by  ail  thofe  views, 
without  railing  any  cloud  of  forrow.  if  a  dying  friend 
but  deliver  a  token  of  his  love,  how  carefully  do  we 
prelerve  it,  and  (till  remember  him  when  we  behold  it, 
as  if  his  own  name  were  written  on  it  !  And  will  not 
then  the  death  and  blood  of  our  Lord  everlaftingly 
fweeten  our  pofleiTed  glory  ?  Well  then,  Chriitians, 
as  you  ufe  to  do  in  your  books,  and  on  your  goods,  to 
writs  down  the  price  they  coft  you  ;  fo  on  you*  righte- 
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oufnefs,  and  on  your  glory,  write  down  the  price,  The 
-precious  blood  of  Chriji  f 

Vet  underftand  this  rightly  :  Not  that  this  higheit 
glory  was  in  the  ftricleft  fenfe  purchafed,  fo  as  that  it 
was  the  mod  immediate  effeft  of  Chrift's  death  :  We 
mult  take  heed  that  we  conceive  not  of  God  as  a  tyrant, 
who  fo  delighteth  in  cruelty,  as  to  exchange  mercies 
for  ftripes.  God  was  never  fo  pleafed  with  the  fufrer- 
ings  of  the  innocent,  much  lefs  of  his  Son,  as  to  fell 
his  mercy  properly  for  their  fufferings.  But  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  Chriil  were  primarily  and  immediately  to  fatisfy 
juflice,  and  to  bear  what  was  due  to  the  firmer,  and  fo 
to  reflore  him  to  the  life  he  loft,  and  the  happinefs  he 
fell  from:  but  this  dignity,  which  furpafleth  the  fir  ft, 
is,  as  it  were,  from  the  redundancy  of  his  merit,  or  a  fe- 
condary  fruit  of  his  deatn.  The  Work  of  his  Redemp- 
tion fo  well  pleafcd  the  Father,  that  he  gave  him  power 
to  advance  his  chofen  to  a  higher  dignity  than  they  fell 
from  ;  and  to  give  them  the  glory  which  was  given  to 
himfelf ;  and  all  this  according  to  the  good  plcafure  of 
his  own  Will. 

2.  The  fecond  pearl  in  the  Saints'  diadem,  Is,  thai  it  is 
Free.  This  feemelh,  as  Pharaoh's  fecond him,  to  devour 
the  former.  But  the  feeming  difcord  is  but  a  pleating 
diverfity  which  constitutes  the  melody.  Thefe  two  attri- 
butes, Purchafed  and  Free,  are  the  two  chains  of 
gold,  which  make  up  the  wreath  for  the  head?  of  the 
pillars  in  the  temple  of  God.  It  was  dear  to  Chrifl, 
but  free  to  us.  When  Chriil  was  to  buy,  filver  and 
gold  was  nothing  worth  ;  prayers  and  tears  could  not 
fuffice  :  nor  any  thing  below  his  blood  ;  but  when  ftre 
come  to  buy,  our  buying  is  but  receiving  :  we  have  it 
freely  without  money  and  without  price.  Nor  do  the 
gofpel  conditions  make  it  the  lefs  free  :  if  the  gofpel 
conditions  had  been  fuch  as  are  the  law's,  or  payment  of 
the  debt  required  at  our  hands  ;  the  freenefs  then  were 
more  queftionable.  Yea,  if  God  had  faid  to  us,  Sinners, 
if  you  will  fatisfy  my  Jujlice  for  one  of your  /ins,  I  will for- 
give you  all  the  reft,  it  would  have  been  a  hard  condi- 
tion on  our  part,  and  the  grace  of  the  covenant  not  fo 
free,  as  our  difability  doth  require.  But  if  all  our 
condition  be  our  cordial  acceptance,  furely  we  deferve 
not  the  name  of  Purchafers.  Thankfully  accepting  of  a 
D  2  free 
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i're.e  acquittance,  is  no  paying  of  the  debt.  If  life  be 
offered  to  a  condemned  man,  upon  condition  that  he 
ihall  not  refufe  the  offer,  the  favour  is  neverthelefs  free. 
Nay,  though  the  condition  were,  that  he  mould  beg, 
and  wait,  before  he  have  his  pardon,  arid  take  him  for 
his  Lord  who  hath  thus  redeemed  him,  this  is  no  latif- 
fying  the  juftice  of  the  Law:  efpecially  when  the  con- 
dition is  alio  given  by  God.  Surely,  then,  all  is  here 
free  ;  if  the  Father  freely  give  the  Son,  and  the  Son 
freely  pay  the  debt :  and  if  God  freely  accept  that  way 
of  payment,  when  he  might  have  required  it  of  the 
principal ;  and  if  both  Father  and  Son  freely  offer  us 
the  Purchafed  Life  upon  thofe  fair  conditions ;  and  if 
they  alfo  freely  fend  the  Spirit  to  enable  us  to  perform 
thofe  conditions,  then  what  is  here,  that  is  not  free  f 
Oh  the  everlafting  admiration  that  muft  needs  furprife 
the  faints  to  think  of  this  freenefs  !  What  did  the  Lord 
fee  in  me,  that  he  ihould  judge  me  meet  for  fuch  a  Hate  ? 
That  I  who  was  but  a  poor  defpifed  wretch,  ihould  be 
clad  in  the  brightnefs  of  this  glory  ?  That  I,  a  filly, 
creeping  worm,  mould  be  advanced  to  this  high  dig- 
nity !  He  that  durft  not  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  but 
flood  afar  off,  fmiting  his  breaft,  and  crying,  "  Lord, 
be  merciful  to  me  a  finner !  "  now  to  be  lifted  up  to 
heaven  himfelf !  He  who  was  wont  to  write  his  name 
in  Bradford's  ftyle,  The  unthankful,  the  hard-hearted,  the 
unworthy  finner  !  and  was  wont  to  admire  that  patience  ; 
fure  he  will  admire  this  alteration,  when  he  Ihall  find 
by  experience,  that  unworthinefs  could  not  hinder  his 
falvation,  which  he  thought  would  have  bereaved  him 
of  every  mercy.  Ah  Chriftian,  there  is  no  talk  of  our 
worthinefs  or  unworthinefs.  W  worthinefs  were  our 
condition  for  admittance,  we  might  fit  down  with  St. 
John,  and  weep,  "  Becaufe  none  in  heaven  or  on  earth 
is  found  worthy. "  But  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah 
is  worthy,  and  hath  prevailed  ;  and  by  that  title  muft 
ye  hold  the  inheritance.  We  (hall  offer  there  the 
offering  that  David  refufed,  even  "praife  for  that  which 
coil  us  nothing."  Here  our  commiffion  runs,  4<  Freely 
ye  have  received,  freely  give."  But  Chrilt  hath  dearly 
received,  yet  fi eely  gives.  Yet  this  is  not  all.  If  it 
were  only  for  nothing,  and  without  our  merit,  the 
wonder  were  great :  but  it  is  moreover  againft  our  de- 
merit 
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merit,  and  againft  our  long  endeavouring  our  own  ruin. 
The  broken  heart  that  hath  known  the  defert  of  fin, 
doth  both  underftand  and  feel  what  I  fay !  What  art 
aftonifhing  thought  it  will  be,  to  think  of  the  unmea- 
furable  difference  between  our  defervings  and  our  re- 
ceivings !  Between  the  itate  we  mould  have  been  in, 
and  the  ftate  we  are  in !  To  look  down  upon  hell,  and 
fee  the  vaft  difference  that  free  grace  hath  made  betwixt 
us  and  them  1  To  fee  the  inheritance  there,  which  we 
were  born  to,  fo  different  from  that  which  we  are 
adopted  to  I  Oh,  what  pangs  of  love  will  it  caufe 
within  us,  to  think,  Yonder  was  the  place  that  fin 
would  have  brought  me  to  :  but  this  is  it  that  Chrift 
hath  brought  me  to.  Yonder  death,  was  the  wages  of 
my  fin  ;  but  this  **  eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God,  thro' 
Jefus  Chrift  my  Lord."  Doubtlefs  this  will  be  our 
everlafting  admiration,  that  fo  rich  a  crown  fnould  fit 
the  head  of  fo  vile  a  finner  !  That  fuch  high  advance- 
ment, and  fuch  long  unfruitfulnefs  and  unkindnefs  mould 
be  the  ftate  of  the  fame  perfons !  And  that  fuch  vile 
lebellions  mould  conclude  in  fuch  moil  precious  joys ! 
But  no  thanks  to  us ;  nor  to  any  of  our  Duties  and 
Labours,  much  lefs  to  our  Neglects  and  Lazinefs  ;  we 
know  to  whom  the  praife  is  due,  and  mull  be  given  for 
ever.  And  indeed  to  this  very  end  it  was,  that  Infinite 
Wifdom  did  caft  the  whole  defign  of  man's  falvation 
into  the  mould  of  Purchafe  and  Freenefs,  that  the  love 
and  joy  of  man  might  be  perfected,  and  the  honour  of 
grace  moll  highly  advanced;  that  the  thought  of  merit 
might  neither  cloud  the  one,  nor  obftruct  the  other ;  and 
that  on  thefe  two  hinges  the  gates  of  heaven  might  turn, 
So  then  let  [Deferved]  be  written  on  the  door  of  hell, 
but  on  the  door  of  heaven  and  life ;  [The  Free  Gift.] 
A  third  comfortable  adjunct  of  this  Reft  is,  That  it 
is  the  Feilowfhip  of  the  BlelTed  Saints  and  Angels  of 
God.  Not  fo  fingular  will  the  Chriltian  be,  as  to  be 
foiitary.  Tho'  it  be  proper  to  the  Saints  only,  yet  it  is 
common  to  all  the  Saints.  For  what  is  it,  but  an  affo- 
ciation  of  blefled  Spirits  in  God  ?  A  corporation  of 
perfected  Saints,  whereof  Chrift  is  the  head  ?  The 
communion  of  Saints  completed  ?  For  thofe  that  have 
prayed,  and  failed,  and  wept,  and  watched,  and  waited 
together;  now  ;o  enjoy,  and  praifs  together,  methinks 
D  3  mould 
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{hould  much  advance  their  pleafure.  He  who  mention- 
eth  the  qualifications  of  our  Happinefs,  on  purpofc  that 
our  Joy  may  be  full,  and  maketh  fo  oft  mention  of  our 
conjunction  in  his  praifes,  fure  doth  hereby  intimate  to 
us,  that  this  will  be  fome  advantage  to  our  Joys. 
Certain  I  am  of  this,  Fellow-Chriftians,  that  as  we 
have  been  together  in  labour,  duty,  danger,  and 
diftrefs,  fo  (hall  we  be  in  the  great  recompenfe  ;  and  as 
we  have  been  fcorned  and  defpifed,  fo  fhall  we  be 
crowned  and  honoured  together ;  and  we  who  have 
gone  through  the  day  of  Sadnefs,  mall  enjoy  together 
that  day  of  Gladnefs.  And  thofe  who  have  been  with 
us  in  Perfecution  and  Prifon,  fhall  be  with  us  alfo  in 
that  Palace  of  Confolation.  When  I  look  in  the  faces 
of  the  people  of  God,  and  believingly  think  of  this, 
yea,  what  a  refrefhing  thought  is  it  !  Shall  we  not 
there  remember  our  fellowfhip  in  duty,  and  in  fuffer- 
ings  ?  How  oft  our  groans  made  as  it  were  one  found  ! 
our  tears  but  one  ftream,  and  our  defires  but  one  prayer! 
And  now  all  our  praifes  fhall  make  up  one  Melody  ; 
and  all  our  churches  one  church  :  and  all  ourfelves  but 
one  body  :  for  we  (hall  be  one  in  Chiift,  even  as  he 
and  the  Father  are  one.  It  is  true,  we  mull  be  very 
careful  that  we  look  not  for  that  in  the  Saints,  which  is 
alone  in  Chriit,  and  that  we  give  them  not  his  preroga- 
tive ;  nor  expect  too  great  a  part  of  our  comfort  in  the 
Fruition  of  them  :  we  are  prone  enough  to  this  kind  of 
idolatry.  But  yet,  he  who  commands  us  fo  to  love 
them  now,  will  give  us  leave,  in  the  fame  fubordination 
to  himfelf,  to  love  them  then,  when  himfelf  hath  made 
them  much  more  lovely.  And  if  we  may  love  them, 
we  fhall  furely  rejoice  in  them  ;  for  Love  cannot  Hand 
without  an  anfwerable  Joy.  If  the  fore- thought  of  fit- 
ting down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  and  all  the 
Prophets  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  may  be  our  lawful 
Joy  ;  then  how  much  more  that  real  fight,  and  actual 
pofTefTion  ?  It  cannot  but  be  comfortable  to  me  to  think 
of  that  day,  when  I  fhall  join  with  Mofes  in  his  Song, 
with  David  in  his  Pialms  of  Praife ;  and  with'all  the 
redeemed  in  the  Song  of  the  Lamb  for  ever.  When  we 
fhall  fee  Enoch  walking  with  God  ;  Noah  enjoying  the 
end  of  his  Singularity  ;  Jofeph  of  his  Integrity  ;  Job  of 
his  Patience  s  Hezekiah  of  his  Uprighuiefs  j  and  all  the 
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Saints  the  end  of  their  Faith.  O  happy  day,  when  I 
fhall  depart  out  of  this  crowd,  and  fink,  and  go  to  that 
fame  council  of  fouls  !  I  know  thatChriil  is  All  in  All, 
and  that  it  is  the  prefence  of  God  that  maketh  heaven 
to  be  heaven.  But  yet  it  much  fweeteneth  the  thoughts 
of  that  place  to  me,  to  remember  that  there  are  fuch  a 
m altitude  of  my  molt  dear  and  precious  friends  in 
Chrift  :  "  with  whom  I  took  fweet  counfel,  and  with 
whom  I  went  up  to  the  houfe  of  God,  who  walked 
with  me  in  the  Fear  of  God,  and  Integrity  of  their 
Hearts  :"  in  the  face  of  whole  converfations  there  was 
written  the  name  of  Guilt,  whofe  fenfible  mention  of 
his  Excellencies  hath  made  my  heart  to  burn  within  me. 
To  think  that  fuch  a  friend  that  died  at  fuch  a  time, 
and  fuch  a  one  at  another  time,  and  that  all  thefe  are 
entered  into  Reit  ;  and  we  fhall  furely  go  to  them.— . 
It  is  a  queilion  with  fome,  Whether  we  fhall  know 
each  other  in  heaven  or  no?  Surely,  there  mall  no 
knowledge  ceafe  which  now  we  have  ;  but  only  that 
which  implieth  our  Imperfection.  And  what  imperfec- 
tion can  this  imply?  Nay,  our  prefent  knowledge 
(hall  be  increaicd  beyond  belief:  it  fhall  indeed  be  done 
■y,  but  as  the  lig';it  of  ftars  is  done  away  by  the 
rifing  of  the  fun  ;  which  is  more  properly  doing  away 
of  our  Ignorance  than  our  Knowledge  ;  indeed  we  (hall 
■  ot  know  each  other  after  the  flefh  ;  but  by  the  image 
of  Chri:t,  and  ipiritual  relation,  and  former  faithfulneis 
in  improving  our  talents :  beyond  doubt,  we  (hall 
know  and  bu  known.  Nor  is  it  only  our  old  acquain- 
tance, but  all  the  Saints  of  all  ages,  whofe  faces  in  the 
flefh  we  never  faw,  whom  we  ihall  there  both  know, 
and  comfortably  enjoy.  Yea,  and  Angels  as  well  as 
its,  will  be  our  blelTcd  acquaintance.  Thofe  who 
.  are  willingly  minifterial  fpirits  for  our  good,  will 
bngly  then  be  our  companion:-  :-n  joy  for  the  perfect- 
ing of  our  good  :  and  they  who  had  fuch  joy  in  heaven 
for  our  conversion,  will  gladly  rejoice  with  us  in  our 
glorification.  I  think,  Chriilian,  this  will  be  a  more 
honourable  afTembly,  than  ever  you  have  beheld  ;  and  a 
more  hippy  Society  than  you  were  ever  of  before.  Then 
we  fhall  truly  fay,  as  David,  "  I  am  a  companion  of  all 
them  that  fear  Thee ;  "  when  we  are  "  come  to  Mount 
Sign,  and  the  City  oTihe  Living  God,  the  Heavenly  jcru- 
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falem,  and  to  an  innumerable  Company  of  Angels  t  to 
the  general  aflcmbly,  and  church  of  the  M-born, 
who  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge  of 
ail,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juit  men  made  perfect,  and  to 
Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  New  Covenant. "  So  then  I 
conclude,  This  is  one  fingular  excellency  of  the  Reft 
of  heaven,  That  ix-e  are  feliow-citizois  with  the  Saints, 
and  of  the  bonfiold  of  Gcd. 

4.  Another  excellent  property  of  our  Reft  will  be, 
that  the  joys  of  it  are  immediately  from  God.  We fhall 
fee  God  face  to  face  s  and  ftand  continually  in  his  pre- 
fence  ;  and  consequently  derive  our  life  and  comfort 
immediately  from  him.  Whether  God  will  make  ufe 
of  any  creatures  for  our  iervice  then  ;  or  if  any,  of 
What  creatures,  and  what  ufe;  is  more  than  I  yet  know  : 
but  it  is  certain,  that  at  leait,  our  greateii  joys  will  be 
immediate,  if  not  all,  Now  we  have  nothing  at  all 
immediately/  but  at  the  fecond  or  third  hand,  or  how 
many  who  knows  r  From  the  earth,  from  man,  from 
fun  and  moon,  from  the  influence  of  the  planets,  from 
the  miniftration  of  Angels,  and  from  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  ;  and  doubtlefs,  the  farther  the  flream  runs  from 
the  fountain,  the  more  impure  it  is.  It  gathers  fome 
defilement  from  every  unclean  channel  it  pafTeth  thro'. 
Though  it  favours  not  in  the  hand  of  Angels,  of  the 
imperfection  of  tinners,  yet  it  doth  cf  the  imperfection 
of  creatures ;  and  as  it  comes  from  man,  it  favours  of 
both.  How  quick  and  piercing  is  the  word  in  itfelf  I 
Yet  many  times  it  never  enters,  being  managed  by  a 
feeble  arm.  O  what  weight  and  worth  is  there  in  every 
pafTage  of  the  blefTed  gofpel  !  Enough,  one  would 
think,  to  enter  and  force  the  dulleft  foul,  and  wholly 
•pofTefs  its  thoughts  and  affections :  and  yet  how  oft  doth 
it  drop  as  water  upon  a  ftcne  ?  The  things  of  God 
which  we  handle,  are  divine  :  but  our  manner  of  hand- 
ling is  human:  and  there  is  little  or  nothing  that  ever  we 
touch,  but  we  leave  the  print  of  cur  fingers  behind  us; 
but  if  God  mould  fpeak  this  word  himfelf,  it  wouid  be 
a  piercing,  melting  word  indeed. 

If  an  agel  from  heaven  fhould  preach  the  gofpel,  yet 
could  he  not  deliver  it  according  to  its  glory  ;    much 
lefs  we,  who  never  faw  what  they  have  feen,   and  keep 
this  treafure  in  earthen  veflels*     The  comforts  that  flow- 
through 
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through  fermons,  facraments,  reading,  conference,  and 
creatures,  are  but  half  comforts ;  in  comparifon  of 
thofe  which  the  Almighty  mall  fpeak  with  his  own 
mouth,  and  reach  forth  with  his  own  hand.  The  Chrif- 
tian  knows  by  experience  now,  that  his  moil  immediate 
joys  are  his  fweetefl:  joys  ;  which  have  leaft  of  man, 
and  are  moft  direclly  from  the  Spirit.  That  is  one 
reafon,  I  conceive,  why  Chriilians  who  are  much  in 
fecret  prayer  and  meditation,  are  men  of  greateil  life  : 
becaufe  they  are  nearer  the  well-head,  and  have  all  more 
immediately  from  God  himfelf.  And  that  1  conceive 
to  be  the  reafon,  why  we  are  more  indifpofed  to  thole 
fecret  duties,  and  can  more  eafily  bring  our  hearts  to  hear 
and  read,  than  to  fecret  prayer,  felf-examination,  and 
meditation  ;  becaufe  in  the  former  is  more  of  man,  and 
in  thefe  we  approach  the  Lord  alone,  and  our  natures 
draw  back  from  the  moft  fpiritual  duties.  Not  that  we 
mould  therefore  cad  off  the  other,  and  neglect  any 
ordinance  of  God  :  to  live  above  them  while  we  uie 
them,  is  the  way  of  a  Chrifdan.  But  to  live  above 
ordinances  fo  as  to  live  without  them,  is  to  live  with- 
out the  government  of  Chrill.  It  is  then  we  Ihall  have 
Jight  without  a  candle  ;  and  a  perpetual  day  without 
the  fun  :  "  for  the  city  hath  no  need  of  the  fun/  neither 
of  the  moon  to  mine  in  it;  for  the  glory  of  God  doth 
lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof,"  Rev.  xxi. 
23.  Nay,  "There  (hall  be  no  night  there,  and  they  need 
no  candle,  nor  light  of  the  fun,  for  the  Lord  God 
giveth  them  light,  and  they  mail  reign  for  ever  and 
ever."  We  mall  then  have  reft  without  fleep,  and  be 
kept  from  cold  without  our  clothing  ;  and  need  no  fig- 
leaves  to  hide  our  fhame  :  for  God  will  be  our  Reif, 
and  Chriit  our  cloathing,  and  fhame  and  fin  will  ceafe 
together.  We  ihall  then  have  health  without  phyiic, 
and  rlrength  without  the  ufe  of  food  ;  for  the  Lord 
God  will  be  our  llrength,  and  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance will  be  health  to  our  fouls,  and  marrow  to  our 
bones.  We  Ihall  then,  and  not  till  then,  have  enlight- 
ened underllandings  without  Scripture,  and  be  governed 
without  a  written  law.  For  the  Lord  will  perfect  his 
law  in  our  hearts,  and  we  mall  be  all  perfectly  taught 
of  God  :  his  own  Will  (hall  be  our  law,  and  his  own 
face  (hall  be  our  light  for  ever.      We  ihall  then  have 
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communion  without  facraments,  when  Chrift  (hall  drink 
with  us  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  that  is,  refrefh  us  with 
the  comforting  wine  of  immediate  Fruition,  in  the  king- 
dom of  his  Father. 

5.  A  further  excellency  of  this  Reft  is  this:  it  will 
be  a  fuitable  Reft  :  fuited,  1.  To  our  natures.  2.  To 
our  defires.    3.   To  our  nccefiities. 

(1.)  To  our  natures.  If  fuitablenefs  concur  not  with 
excellency,  the  beft  things  may  be  bad  to  us  :  for  it  is  * 
not  that  things  are  good  in  themfelves,  which  makes  them 
to  be  good  to  us.  In  our  choice  of  friends,  we  oft  pafsby 
the  more  excellent,  to  chufe  the  more  fuitable.  Every 
good  agrees  not  with  every  nature.  The  choiceft  dain- 
ties which  we  feed  upon  ourfelves,  would  be  to  our 
beafts,  as  an  unpleaiing,  fo  an  inefficient  fuftenance. 

Now  here  is  fuitablenefs  and  excellency  conjoined. 
The  new  nature  of  the  Saints  doth  fuit  their  fpirits  to 
this  Reft  :  and  indeed  their  holinefs  is  nothing  elfe  but 
a  fpark  taken  from  this  element,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  kindled,  in  their  hearts,  the  flame  whereof,  as 
mindful  of  its  divine  original,  doth  ever  mount  aloft, 
and  tend  to  the  place  from  whence  it  came.  Gold  and 
earthly  glory,  temporal  crowns  and  kingdoms,  could 
not  make  a  Reft  for  Saints.  As  they  were  not  redeemed 
with  fo  low  a  price,  fo  neither  are  they  endued  with  fo 
low  a  nature.  As  God  will  have  from  them  a  fpiritual 
worlhip,  fuitable  to  his  own  fpiritual  being  ;  fo  wifl  he 
provide  them  a  fpiritual  Reft,  fuitable  to  his  people's 
fpiritual  nature. 

A  heaven  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  his  Chrift ; 
and  a  delightful  complacency  in  that  mutual  love,  and 
everlalling  rejoicing  in  the  fruition  of  our  God,  a  per- 
petual finging  of  his  high  praifes  :  this  is  a  heaven  for 
a  Saint  ;  a  fpiritual  Reit,  fuitable  to  a  fpiritual  nature. 
Then  we  {hall  live  in  our  element.  We  are  now  as  the 
fifh  in  fome  fmall  veftel  of  water,  that  hath  only  fo 
much  as  will  keep  it  alive  ;  but  what  is  that  to  the 
full  ocean?  We  have  a  little  air  let  into  us,  to  afford 
us  breathing  :  but  what  is  that  to  the  fweet  and  frelh 
gales  upon  Mount  Sion  ?  We  have  a  beam  of  the  fun 
to  lighten  our  darknefs,  and  a  warm  ray  to  keep  us 
from  freezing  ;  but  then  we  ftiall  live  in  its  light,  and 
be  revived  by  its  heat  for  ever. 

2,  It 
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(2.)  It  is  fuitable  to  the  defires  «f  the  Saints:  for  fuch 
as  is  their  nature,  fuch  are  their  defires  ;  and  fuch  as 
their  defires,  fuch  will  be  their  Reft.  Indeed  we  have 
now  a  mixed  nature;  and  from  contrary  principles, 
arife  contrary  defires.  But  it  is  to  the  defires  of  our 
renewed  nature  that  this  Reft  is  fuited.  Whiift  our 
defires  remain  corrupt  and  mifguided,  it  is  far  greater 
mercy  to  deny,  yea,  to  deftroy  them,  than  to  fatisfy 
1  them  ;  but  thofe  which  are  fpiritual,  are  of  hrs  own 
planting,  and  he  will  fuiely  water  them,  and  give  the 
increafe.  He  quickened  our  hunger  and  thirft  for  righ- 
teoufnefs,  that  he  might  make  us  happy  in  a  full  fatis- 
f aft  ion. 

Chriftian,  this  is  Reft  after  thine  own  heart :  it  con- 
tained all  thy  heart  can  wilh,  that  which  thou  longed 
for,  pray  eft  for,  labourer!  for,  there  thou  (halt  find  it 
all.  Thou  hadft  rather  have  God  in  Chrift,  than  all 
the  world;  why  there,  thou  (halt  have  him.  Defire 
what  thou  canil,  and  afk  what  thou  wilt,  as  a  Chriftian, 
and  it  (hall  be  given  thee  ;  not  only  to  half  of  the 
kingdom,  but  to  the  enjoyment  of  both  kingdom  and 
King.  This  is  a  life  of  both  defire  and  prayer ;  but 
that  is  a  life  of  fatisfaclion  and  enjoyment. 

(3.)  This  Reft  is  fuitable  to  the  Saints'  neceflides  alfo, 
as  well  as  their  natures  and  defires.  It  contains  what- 
foever  they  truly  wanted  :  not  fupplying  them  with 
grofs  created  comforts,  which  like  Saul's  armour  on 
David,  are  more  burthen  than  benefit :  but  they  ihall 
there  have  the  benefit  without  the  burthen  ;  and  the  pure 
fpirits  extracted,  as  it  were,  fhall  make  up  their  cordial, 
without  the  mixture  of  any  droffy  or  earthy  fubllance. 
It  was  Chrift,  and  perfect  holinefs,  which  they  moll 
needed,  and  with  thefe  fhall  they  be  fupplied. 

6.  Another  excellency  of  our  Reft  will  be  this,  that 
it  will  be  abfolutely  perfect  and  complete  ;  and  this 
both  in  the  fmcerity  and  univerfality  of  it.  We  fhall 
then  have  joy  without  lorrow,  and  reft  without  weari- 
nefs  :  as  there  is  no  mixture  of  our  corruption  with  our 
graces,  fo  no  mixture  of  fufferings  with  our  folace  ; 
there  is  none  of  thofe  waves  in  that  harbour,  which  now 
tofs  us  up  and  down.  To-day  we  are  well,  to -morrow 
fick  ;  to-day  in  efleem,  to-morrow  in  difgrace  ;  to-day 
we  have  friends,  to-morrow  none  ;  nay,  we  have  wine 

and 
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and  vinegar  in  the  fame  cup.  If  revelations  fhould 
raife  us  to  the  third  heaven,  the  meffenger  of  fatan  mud 
prefently  buffet  us :  but  there  is  none  of  this  incon- 
flancy  in  heaven.  If  perfect  love  calls  out  fear  ;  then 
perfect  joy  mull  needs  cad  out  forrow,  and  perfect  hap- 
pinefs  exclude  all  the  relicks  of  mifery.  There  will  be 
an  univerfal  removal  of  all  our  evils.  And  tho'  the  pofi- 
tive  part  be  the  fvveetefl,  and  that  which  draws  the  other 
after  it,  even  as  the  riling  of  the  fun  excludes  the  dark- 
nefs;  yet  is  not  the  negative  part  to  be  flighted,  even 
our  freedom  from  fo  many  and  great  calamities.  Let 
us  therefore  look  over  thefe  things  more  punctually,  and 
fee  what  it  is  that  we  fhall  here  refl  from.  In  general, 
it  is  from  all  evil.  Particularly,  Firft,  from  fin.  Sg- 
(ondly,  fuffering. 

Firjly  It  excludeth  nothing  more  directly  than  fin  ; 
whether  original,  and  of  nature;  or  actual,  and  of  coa- 
vcrfation  ;  for  "there  entereth  nothing  that  defiieth,  or 
worketh  abomination,  nor  that  maketh  a  lye."  What 
reed  Chrifl  have  died,  if  heaven  could  have  contained 
imperfect  fouls  ?  "  For  to  this  end  came  he  into  the 
world,  that  he  might  put  away  the  works  ©f  the  Devil." 
His  blood  and  the  Spirit  have  not  done  all  this,  to  leave 
us  after  all,  defiled.  For  what  communion  hath  light 
with  darbiefs  ?  And  what  fellonvjhif  bath  Chriji  with 
Jidicd?  He  that  hath  prepared  for  fin  the  torments  of 
hell,  will  never  admit  it  into  the  bleffednefs  of  heaven. 
Therefore  Chrirlian,  never  fear  this ;  if  thou  be  once 
in  heaven,  thou  fhait  fin  no  more.  Is  not  this  glad  news 
to  thee,  who  hall  prayed,  and  watched,  and  laboured 
againfl  it  fo  long?  I  know  if  it  were  offered  to  thy 
choice,  thou  wouldfl  rather  ehocfe  to  be  freed  from  fin, 
than  to  be  made  heir  of  the  world.  Thou  fhalt 
have  thy  defire  :  thofe  vile  temptations,  which  thoa 
couldfl  no  more  leave  behind  thee,  than  leave  thy- 
felf  behind  thee,  fhali  be  now  left  behind  for  ever.  If 
they  accompany  thee  to  death,  they  cannot  proceed  a 
ftep  further.  Thy  undemanding  mall  never  more  be 
troubled  with  darknefs  :  ignorance  and  error  are  incon- 
fiflent  with  this  light.  Now  thou  walked  like  a  man  in 
twilight,  ever  afraid  of  being  out  of  the  way  ;  but 
then  will  all  darknefs  be  difpelled,  and  our  blind  un- 
tierliandings  fully  opened. 
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O  what  would  we  give  to  know  clearly  all  the  pro- 
found myiteries  in  the  doctrine  of"  redemption,  of  juiti- 
flcation,  of  the  nature  of  grace,  of  the  divine  attributes  i 
What  would  we  give  to  fee  all  dark  Scriptures  made 
plain,  to  fee  all  fceming  contradictions  reconciled! 
When  glory  hath  taken  away  the  veil  from  our  eyes,  all 
this  will  be  known  in  a  moment;  we  ihall  then  fee  clear- 
ly into  all  the  controversies  about  doctrine  or  difcipline 
that  now  perplex  us.  The  pooreft  Chriflian  is  prefently 
there  a  more  perfect  Divine,  than  any  are  here.  "We  are 
now  through  our  ignorance  fubject  to  fuch  mutability, 
that  in  points  not  fundamental,  we  change  as  the  moon  ; 
but  when  once  our  ignorance  is  perfectly  healed,  then 
fhall  we  be  fettled,  refclvcd  men;  then  ihall  our  re- 
proach ba  taken  from  us,  anJ  we  mail  never  change  our 
judgment  more.  Our  ignorance  now  doth  lead  us  into 
error,  to  the  grief  of  our  more  knowing  brethren,  to 
the  difturbing  the  church's  quiet,  to  the  fcandalizing  of 
others,  and  weakening  ourfelves.  How  many  a  faithful 
foul  is  feduced  into  error  !  Loth  are  they  to  err,  God 
knows;  and  therefore  read  and  pray,  and  yet  err  ftill. 
And  in  the  letter  and  more  difficult  points,  how  can  it 
be  otherwife  ? 

Can  it  be  expected,  that  men  void  of  Learning  and 
ftrength  of  parts,  uniludiedand  untaught,  Pnould  at  the 
fir  ft  onfet  know  thofe  truths,  which  they  are  almoft  in- 
capable of  knowing  at  all?  When  the  greatelt  divines 
of  cleareit  judgment  acknowledge  fo  much  difficulty, 
that  they  could  almolt  find  in  their  hearts,  fome  times-, 
to  profefs  them  quite  beyond  their  reach  ?  But  O  that 
happy  approaching  day,  when  error  fnalj  vanilh  away 
for  ever,  when  our  understanding  ihall  be  filled  with 
God  himfelf,  whofe  light  will  leave  no  darknefs  in  us  ! 
His  face  {hall  be  the  Scripture,  where  we  Ihall  read  the 
truth  :  and  himfelf  in  Head  of  teachsra  and  coanfellors, 
to  perfect  our  underltandings,  and  acquaint  us  with 
himfelf.  No  more  error,  no  more  fcandal  to  others,  no 
more  difquiet  to  our  own  fpirit,  no  more  miftaken  zeal, 
for  fallehood.  Many  a  good  man  hath  here  in  his  mif- 
taken  zeal,  Ipeen  a  means  to  deceive  and  pervert  his  bre- 
thren ;  and  when  he  fees  his  own  error,  cannot  again 
tell  how  to  undeceive  them  :  but  there  we  (hall  ail  con- 
ipire  in  one  truth,  as  being  one  in  Him  who  is  the  Truth. 
E  And 
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And  as  we  fhall  reft  from  all  the  fin  of  our  under- 
ftandings,  fo  of  our  wills,  afHe&ions,  and  conversion. 
We  fhall  no  more  retain  this  rebelling  principle,  which 
is  ftill  withdrawing  us  from  God.  We  iliall  no  more  be 
oppreffed  with  the  power  of  our  corruptions,  nor  vexed 
with  their  prefence  :  no  pride,  pamon,  (lothfulnefs,  or 
fenfelefTnefs  (hall  enter  with  us  ;  no  ftrangcnefs  to  God, 
and  the  things  of  God  ;  no  coldnefs  of  affections,  nor 
imperfections  in  our  love  ;  no  uneven  walking,  nor 
grieving  of  the  Spirit :  no  fcandalous  action,  or  unholy 
converfation  :  we  lhall  relt  from  all  thefe  for  ever.  Then 
fhall  our  understandings  receive  their  light  from  the  face 
of  God,  as  the  full  moon  from  the  open  fun  :  Our  wills 
fhall  correfpond  to  the  divine. will,  as  face  anjkvers  face 
in  a  glaj's  j  and  his  will  (hall  be  our  law  and  rule,  from 
which  we  (hall  never  fwerve  again.  1  conclude  there- 
fore with  the  words  next  my  text,  "  Ke  that  is  entered 
into  his  Reft,  hath  ceafed  from  his  own  works,  as  God 
did  from  his."    So  that  there  is  a  perfect  Reft  from  fin. 

Secondly  :  It  is  a  perfect  Reft  from  fuffering.  When 
the  caufe  is  gone,  the  effect  ceafeth.  Our  fufferings 
were  but  the  confequents  of  our  finning,  and  here  they 
both  ceafe  together. 

We  fhall  reft  from  all  the  temptations  of  Satan.  What 
a  grief  it  is  to  a  Chriitian,  though  he  yield  not  to  the 
temptation,  yet  to  be  ftill  folicited  to  deny  his  Lord  ? 
Thatfucha  thought  mould  be  caft  into  his  heart  ?  That 
he  can  fet  about  nothing  that  is  good,  but  fatan  is  ftill 
diftuading  him  from  it,  or  difcouraging  him  after  it  ? 
What  a  torment,  as  well  as  a  temptation  is  it,  to  have 
fuch  horrid  motions  made  to  his  foul  ?  Sometimes  un- 
dervaluing thoughts  of  Chrift  ;  fometimes  unbelieving 
thoughts  of  Scripture  ;  fometimes  injurious  thoughts  of 
Providence  :  to  be  tempted  fometimes  to  turn  to  prefent 
things;  fometimes  to  play  with  the  baits  of  iin,-  fome- 
times to  venture  on  the  delights  of  the  fleih ;  and  fome- 
times to  Atheifm  itfelf  ?  Efpecially,  when  we  know  the 
treachery  of  our  own  hearts,  that  they  are  as  tinder, 
ready  to  take  fire,  as  foon  as  one  of  thefe  fparks  fhall 
fall  upon  them;  but  when  the  day  of  our  deliverance 
comes,  we  (hall  fully  reft  from  thefe  temptations  :  Satan 
is  then  bound  up,  the  time  of  tempting  is  over  ;  the 
time  of  torment  to  hiinfelf,  and  his  conquered  captives, 
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is  then  come  ;  and  the  victorious  faints  {hall  have  tri- 
umph from  temptation.  Now  we  walk  among  his  fnares, 
and  are  in  danger  of  being  circumvented  with  his  wiles; 
but  then  we  are  quite  above  his  fnares.  He  hath  power 
here  to  tempt  us  in  the  wildernefs,  but  he  entereth  not 
into  the  Holy  City  :  he  may  fet  us  on  the  pinnacle  of 
the  temple  in  the  earthly  Jerufalem,  but  the  New  Jeru- 
salem he  may  not  approach.  Perhaps  he  may  bring 
us  to  an  exceeding  high  mountain  ;  But  Mount  Sion, 
the  City  of  the  living  God,  he  cannot  afcend.  *  Or  if 
he  mould,  yet  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the 
glory  of  them,  will  be  but  a  poor  bait  to  the  foul  which 
is  poiTefTed  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord. 

2.  We  fhall  reft  from  all  our  temptations  which  we 
now  undergo  from  the  world  and  the  flefh,  as  well  as 
fatan  :  and  that  is  a  number  inexpreffible.  O  the  hourly 
dangers  that  we  here  walk  in  !  Every  fenfe  is  a  fnare; 
every  member  a  fnare ;  every  creature  a  fnare  ;  every 
mercy  a  fnare  ;  and  every  duty  a  fnare  to  us.  We  can 
fcarce  open  our  eyes,  but  we  are  in  danger  :  if  we  be- 
hold them  above  us,  we  are  in  danger  of  envy  :  if  we 
fee  fumptuous  buildings,  pleafant  habitations,  honour 
and  riches,  we  are  in  danger  to  be  drawn  away  with 
covetous  defires  :  If  the  rags  and  beggary  of  others,  we 
are  in  danger  of  applauding  thoughts  of  unmerciful- 
nefs  ;  if  we  fee  beauty,  it  is  a  bait  to  us ;  if  deformity, 
to  loathing  and  difdain.  We  can  fcarcely  hear  a  word 
fpoken,  but  contains  to  us  matter  of  temptation.  How 
foon  do  flanderous  reports,  vain  jells,  or  wanton  fpeeches 
creep  into  the  heart  ?  How  ftrong  and  prevalent  a 
temptation  is  our  appetite  ?  And  how  conilant  and 
ftrong  a  watch  doth  it  require  ?  Have  we  comlinefsand 
beauty?  What  fuel  for  pride!  Are  we  deformed? 
What  an  occafion  of  repining  !  Have  we  itrengib  of 
reafon,  and  learning  ?  O  how  hard  is  it  not  to  be  puffed 
up  ?  To  hunt  after  applaufe  ?  To  defpife  our  brethren  ? 
Are  we  unlearned,  of  mallow  heads  and  {lender  parts? 
How  apt  then  to  defpife  what  we  have  not !  And  to 
undervalue  that  which  we  do  not  know  !  And  to  err 
with  confidence,  becaufe  of  our  ignorance  !  And  if 
conceitednefs  and  pride  do  but  ftnke  in,  to  become  a 
zealous  enemy  to  truth,  and  a  leading  troublcr  of  the 
church's  peace,  under  pretence  of  truth  ?  Are  we 
£  2  men, 
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men  of  eminence  and  authority  ?  How  ftrcng  is  our 
Temptation  to  flight  our  brethren  !  To  abufe  our  truft  ! 
To  feek  ourfelves  ?  To  ftand  upon  our  honour  and 
privileges  !  To  forget  ourfelves,  our  poor  brethren, 
and  the  public  good  !  How  hard  to  devote  our  power  to 
his  glory,  from  whom  we  have  received  it  !  How 
prone  to  make  our  wills  our  law  !  Are  we  inferiors  ? 
How  prone  to  grudge  at  others  pre-eminence  !  And  to 
bring  their  actions  to  the  bar  of  our  judgment  ?  Are 
we  rich,  and  not  too  much  exalted  ?  Are  we  poor  and 
not  difcontented  ?  Do  we  fet  upon  duties  ?  They  are 
fnares  too  :  either  we  are  ftupid  and  lazy,  or  reft  on 
them  and  turn  from  Chrift.  In  a  word,  not  one  word 
that  falls  from  the  mouth  of  a  Minifler  and  Chriftian, 
but  it  is  a  fnare  ;  not  a  place  we  come  into,  net  a  word 
that  our  tongues  fpeak,  not  any  mercy  we  poiTefs,  not  a 
bit  we  put  into  our  mouths,  but  they  are  fnares  :  not 
that  God  hath  made  them  fo,  but  through  our  own  cor- 
ruption they  become  fo  to  us.  So  that  what  a  fad  cafe 
are  we  in  :  efpecially  they  that  difcern  them  not  ;  foi 
it  is  almofl  impoffible  they  fiiould  efcape  them  !  It  was 
not  for  nothing  that  our  Lord  cries  out,  "  Whut  1  fay 
to  one,  I  fay  to  all,  Watch."  We  are  like  the  lepers 
at  Samaria,  "if  we  go  into  the  city,  there  is  nothing 
but  famine  ;    if  we  fit  ftill,   we  periih." 

But  for  ever  bleffed  be  omnipotent  Love,  which  faves 
us.  out  of  all  thefe,  and  makes  our  ilraits  but  the  advan- 
tages of  the  glory  of  his  grace  !  And  "  bleffed  be  the 
Lord,  who  hath  not  given  our  fouls  for  a  prey,  our 
foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  fowler  ; 
the  fnare  is  broken,  and  we  are  efcaped."  Now,  our 
houfes,  our  clothes,  o«r  deep,  our  food,  our  phyfic, 
our  father,  mother,  wife,  children,  friends,  goods, 
lands,  *  are  all  fo  many  temptations  :  and  ourfelves  the 
greateil  fnare  to  ourfelves  :  but  in  heaven,  the  danger 
and  trouble  is  over ;  there  is  nothing  but  what  will  ad- 
vance our  joy.  Now  every  companion  is  beckoning  us 
to  fin j  and  we  can  fcarce  tell  how  to  fay  them  nay  :  but 
our  reft  will  free  us  from  all  thefe.  As  fatan  hath  no 
entrance  there,  fo  neither  any  thing  to  ferve  his  malice  ; 
but  all  things  there  with  us  confpire  the  praifes  of  our 
great  Deliverer. 

„3-  And 
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3.  Arid  as  we  reft  from  the  temptations;  fo  alfo  from 
all  abufes  and  persecutions  which  we  fufFer  at  the  hands 
of  wicked  men.  We  fhall  be  fcorned,  derided,  im- 
prisoned, banifhed  by  them  no  more  ;  the  prayers  of 
the  fouh  under  the  altar  will  then  be  anfwered,  and 
God  ivill  a-venge  their  blood  on  thofe  that  dwell  on  the  earth. 
This  is  the  time  for  crowning  with  thorns,  buffeting, 
fpitting  on  :  that  is  the  time  for  crowning  with  glory. 
Now  the  law  is  decreed  on,  M  That  whofoevcr  will  live 
godly  in  Chrift  Jefus,  fhall  fufFer  perfecutions ;  then 
they  that  fuffered  with  him,  {hall  be  glorified  with  him." 
Now  we  muft  be  bated  of  all  men  for  ChrijV  s  name  f\ke  : 
then  'will  Chriji  be  admired  in  his  Saints  that  were  thus 
hated.  We  are  here  as  the  fcorn  and  ofF-fcouring  of  all 
things  ;  as  men  fet  up  for  a  gazing-ftock  to  angels  and 
men,  even  for  figns  and  wonders  amongft  profefting 
Chriftians  ;  they  put  us  out  of  their  fynagogues,  and 
call  out  our  name  as  evil,  and  feparate  us  from  their 
company  :  but  we  (hall  then  be  as  much  gazed  at  for 
our  glory,  and  they  will  be  fhut  out  of  the  Church  of 
the  Saints,  and  feparated  from  us,  whether  they  will 
or  no.  They  now  "  think  it  ftrange  that  we  run  not 
with  them  to  all  excefs  of  riot :  "  they  will  then  think  it 
more  ftrange  that  they  ran  not  with  us  in  the  defpifed 
ways  of  God.  We  can  fcarce  now  pray  in  our  families, 
or  fing  praifes  to  God  ;  but  our  voice  is  a  vexation  to 
them  :  how  muft  it  torment  them  then,  to  fee  us  praifing 
and  rejoicing,  while  they  are  howling  and  lamenting  1 

Brethren,  you  that  now  can  attempt  no  work  of  God 
without  refiftance,  and  find  yon  muft  either  lofe  the  love 
of  the  world,  and  your  outward  comforts,  or  elfe  the 
love  of  God,  and  your  eternal  faivation  :  coniider,  you 
fhall  in  heaven  have  no  difcouraging  company,  nor  any 
but  who  will  further  your  work,  and  gladly  join  heart 
and  voice  with  you  in  your  everlafting  joy  and  praifes. 
Till  then  "  Pollers  your  fouls  in  patience  : "  bind  all 
reproaches  as  a  crown  to  your  heads ;  efteem  them 
greater  riches  than  the  world's  treafure:  Account  it  mat- 
ter of  joy,  'when  je  fall  into  tribulation.  You  have  feen 
that  cur  God  is  able  to  deliver  us ;  but  this  is  nothing  to 
our  final  deliverance  :  "  He  will  recompenfe  tribulation 
to  them  that  trouble  you  :  and  to  you  that  are  troubled 
Reft  with  Chrift." 

E  3  4,  We 
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4.  We  (hall  then  alio  reft  from  all  our  fad  divifions 
and  unchriilian  quarrels  with  one  another.-  As  he  faid, 
who  faw  the  carcass  lie  together,  as  if  they  hid  em- 
braced each  other,  who  hid  been  flain  by  each  other  in 
a  duel;  "How  lovingly  do  they  embrace  one  another, 
who  perimed  through  their  mutual  enmity  !  "  So,  how 
lovingly  do  thoufands  live  together  in  heaven,  who  lived 
in  divifions  on  earth  !  As  he  faid,  who  beheld  how  quiet-. 
ly  and  peaceably  the  bones  and  dull  of  mortal  enemies 
did  lie  together  ;  "  You  did  not  live  together  fo  peace- 
ably." So  we  may  fay  of  multitudes  in  heaven,  Now 
all  are  of  one  mind,  one  heart  and  one  employment. 
You  lived  not  on  earth  in  fo  fweet  familiarity.  There 
is  no  contention,  becaufc  none  of  this  pride,  igno- 
rance, or  other  corruption  :  Paul  and  Barnabas  are  now 
fully  reconciled.  There  they  are,  not  every  man  con- 
ceited of  his  own  underftanding,  and  in  love  with  the 
ilTue  of  his  own  brain  ;  but  all  admiring  the  divine  per- 
fections, and  in  love  with  God  and  one  another.  As  old 
Gryneus  wrote  to  his  friend,  "  If  I  fee  you  no  more  on 
earth,  yet  we  (hall  there  meet,  where  Luther  and  Zuing- 
lius  are  now  well  agreed."  There  is  no  recording  our 
brethren's  infirmities:  nor  raking  into  the  fores  which 
Chrift  died  to  heal.  There  is  no  plotting  to  ftrengthen 
our  party  ;  nor  deep  defigning  againft  our  brethren. 

And  is  it  not  a  fhame  and  pity,  that  our  courfe  is 
now  fo  contrary  ?  Surely,  if  there  be  forrow  or  fhame 
in  heaven,  we  mall  then  be  both  forry  and  afhamed  to 
look  one  another  in  the  face  ;  to  remember  all  this  car- 
riage on  earth,  even  a*  the  brethren  of  Jofeph  were 
to  behold  him,  when  they  remembered  their  former 
unkind  ufage.  Is  it  not  enough  that  all  the  world  is 
againft  us,  but  we  mull  alfo  be  againft  ourfelves  ?  Did 
I  ever  think  to. have  heard  Chriftians  fo  to  reproach 
and  fcorn  Chriftians  ?  and  men  profeffing  the  fear  of 
God,  to  make  fo  little  conference  of  cenfuring,  vilifying, 
and  difgracing  one  another?  O  what  hellilh  things 
are  Ignorance  and  Pride,  that  can  bring  men's  fouls  to 
fuch  a  cafe  as  this  !  Paul  knew  what  he  faid,  when  he 
commanded,  that  "a  novice  mould  not  be  a  teacher  ; 
left  being  lifted  up,  helhouldfali  into  the  condemnation 
of  the  devil,"  1  Tim.  iii.  6.  He  difcerned  that  fuch 
young  Chriftians  that  have  got  but  a  .iittle  fmattering 

knowledge 
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knowledge  in  religion,  lie  in  greateft  clanger  of  this 
pride  and  condemnation.  Who  but  Paul  could  have 
forefeen  that  among  the  very  teachers  and  governors  of 
fo  choice  a  church  as  Ephefus,  there  were  iome  that 
afterwards  fhould  be  notorious  fe£l- make rs  ?  "  That 
of  their  own  felves  men  mould  arife,  fpeaking  perverfe 
things,  to  draw  away  difciples  after  them/'  Acts  xx.  30. 
Who  then  can  expect  better  from  any  Society  now, 
how  knowing  and  holy  foever  ?  To-day  they  "may  be 
unanimous,  and  joined  in  love  ;  and  perhaps  within  a 
few  weeks  be  divided,  and  at  bitter  enmity,  through 
their  doting  on  queftions  that  tend  not  to  edify. 

5.  We  fhall  then  reft  from  all  which  we  now  undergo 
by  participating  with  our  brethren  in  their  calamities. 
Alas,  if  we  had  nothing  upon  ourfelves  to  trouble  us, 
yet  what  heart  could  lay  afide  forrows,  that  lives  in 
the  found  of  the  church's  fufFerings  ?  If  Job  had  no- 
thing upon  his  body  to  dii quiet  him,  yet  the  meflage 
of  his  children's  overthrow,  muft  needs  grieve  the  moil: 
patient  foul.  Except  we  are  turned  into  fteel  or  ftone, 
and  have  loft  both  Chriftian  and  Human  Affection,  there 
needs  no  more  than  the  miferies  of  our  brethren  to  fill 
our  Hearts  with  foirows.  The  Church  on  earth  is  a 
mere  Hofpital,  which  way  foever  we  go,  we  hear  com- 
plaining ;  and  into  what  corner  foever  we  caft  our  eyes, 
we  behold  objects  of  pity  :  fome  groaning  under  a  dark 
underftanding,  fome  under  a  fenfeiefs  heart,  fome  lan- 
guifhing  under  unfruitful  weaknefs,  and  fome  bleeding 
for  mifcarriagesand  wilfulnefs,  and  fome  in  a  lethargy, 
that  they  are  paft  complaining  ;  fome  crying  out  of 
their  pining  poverty  ;  fome  groaning  under  pains  and 
infirmities;  fome  bewailing  a  whole  catalogue  of  cala- 
mities, efpecially  in  days  of  common  fufFerings  :  but 
our  Day  of  Reft  will  free  us  and  them  from  all  this. 
Now  we  may  enter  many  a  poor  Christian's  Cottage, 
and  fee  poverty,  poiTefling  and  filling  all  :  how  much 
better  is  that  cb.y,  when  we  (hall  fee  them  filled  with 
Chrift,  clothed  with  glory,  and  equal  with  the  greateft 
princes  ? 

But  a  far  greater  grief  it  is  to  our  fpirits,  to  fee  fuch- 
a-one,  with  whom  we  took  fweet  counfeJ,  now  fallen 
off  to  fenfuality,  turned  drunkard,  worldling,  or  a  per- 
fecutor,    and   the  trying  times  have  given  us  too  large 

occaiion 
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occafton  for  fuch  forrows  :  to  fee  our  deareft  friends 
turned  afide  from  the  truth  of  Chrift,  and  confident  m 
the  flefh,  continue  their  neglect  of  Chrift  and  their 
fouls,  and  nothing  waking  them  out  of  their  fecurity  ; 
and  to  think  how  certainly  they  (hall  be  in  hell  for 
ever,  if  they  die  in  their  prefent  ftate  :  and  will  it  not 
be  a  bleffed  day,  when  we  fhall  relt  from  all  thefe  for- 
rows  ?  "  When  the  people  fhall  be  all  righteous,  even 
the  work  of  God's  hands,  the  Branch  of  his  Planting, 
that  he  may  be  glorified?  "  Thus  fhall  we  reft  from 
our  participation  of  our  brethren's  fufFerings. 

6.  We  fhall  reft  from  all  our  Perfonal  Sufferings. 
And  though  this  may  feem  a  fmall  thing  to  thofe  that 
live  in  continual  eafe,  and  abound  in  all  kind  of  prof- 
perity  ;  yet,  methinks,  to  the  daily  afflicted  foul,  it 
mould  make  the  fore-thoughts  of  heaven  delightful  : 
and  I  think  I  fhall  meet  with  few  of  the  Saints,  but  will 
fay,  that  this  is  their  own  cafe. 

Though  we  are  reconciled  by  the  blood  of  the  co- 
venant, and  the  price  is  paid  for  our  full  deliverance ; 
yet  our  Redeemer  fees  fit  to  leave  this  meafure  of  mifery 
upon  us,  to  remind  us  of  what  we  would  elfe  forget ; 
to  be  ferviceable  to  his  wife  and  gracious  deiigns,  and 
advantageous  to  our  full  and  final  recovery.  As  all 
our  fcnfes  are  the  inlets  of  fin  ;  fo  they  are  the  inlets  of 
fcrrow.  Grief  creeps  in  at  our  eyes,  at  our  ears,  and 
almoft  every  where  :  it  feizeih  upon  our  head,  our 
heart,  our  fiefh,  our  fpirits  ;  and  what  part  doth  efcape 
it  ?  Fear  devours  us,  and  darkens  our  delights,  as  the 
froft  nips  the  bud  :  cares  feed  upon  our  fpirits,  as  the 
fcorching  fun  doth  wither  the  delicate  flowers.  Or,  if 
any  have  fortified  his  inwards  againft  thefe,  yet  he  is 
naked  ftill  without. 

What  tender  pieces  are  thefe  dufty  bodies  ?  What 
brittle  glafTes  do  we  bear  about  us  ?  And  how  many 
thoufand  dangers  are  they  hurried  through  ?  And  how 
hardly  cured,  if  once  cracked  ?  O  the  multitude  of 
flender  veins,  of  tender  membranes,  nerves,  fibres, 
mufcles,  arteries  :  and  all  fubjeft  to  obftruclions,  ten- 
iions,  contractions,  refolutions,  ruptures,  or  one  thing 
or  other  to  caufe  their  grief!  Every  one  is  a  fit  object 
for  pain,  and  fit  to  communicate  that  pain  to  the  whole  : 

but 
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but  fin,    and    fleih,  and  duft,  and  pain,  will  all  be  left 
behind  together. 

O  the  bleffed  tranquility  of  that  region,  where  there 
is  nothing  but  fweet  continued  peace  !  No  fucceffion  of 
joy  there,  becaufe  no  intermiflion.  Oar  lives  will  be 
but  one  joy,  as  time  will  be  changed  into  eternity. 
O  healthful  place,  where  none  are  fick  !  O  fortunate 
land,  where  *all  are  kings  !  O  place  mod  holy  where 
all  are  pricils  !  How  free  a  ftate,  where  none  are  fer- 
vants,  fave  to  their  fupreme  monarch  !  Our  face  fhall 
no  more  be  pale  or  fad  ;  our  groans  and  iighs  will  be 
done  away,  and  God  Jhall  nxiipe  aivay  all  tears  from  our 
eyes.  No  more  parting  of  friends,  nor  voice  of  lamen- 
tation heard  in  our  dwelling  :  no  more  breaches,  nor 
difproportion  in  our  friendship,  nor  any  trouble  accom- 
panying our  relations  :  no  more  care  of  mailers  for 
fervants,  or  parents  for  children,  or  magiftrates  over 
fubje&s,  or  minillers  over  people.  O  what  room  can 
there  be  for  any  evil  where  all  the  people  are  perfectly 
filled  with  God  ?  "  Then  fhall  the  ranfomed  of  the 
Lord  return  and  come  to  Sion  with  fongs,  and  ever- 
lafting  joy  upon  their  heads.  They  (hall  obtain  joy 
and  gladnefs,  and  farrow  and  fighing  fhall  flee  away." 
Ifaiah  xxxv.  10.  Hold  out  then  a  little  longer,  O  my 
foul  ;  bear  with  the  infirmities  of  thine  earthly  taber- 
nacle ;  endure  that  mare  ;of  forrows,  that  the  love  of 
the  Father  fhall  impofe;  fubmit  to  his  indignation  alfo, 
becaufe  thou  hall  finned  againil  him  ;  it  will  be  thus 
but  a  little  while  ;  the  found  of  thv  Redeemer's  feet 
are  even  at  the  door;  and  thine  own  deliverance  nearer 
than  many  others.  And  thou,  who  hail  often  cried  in 
the  language  of  the  divine  jPoet, 

"  Sorrow  was  all  my  <  ul  ;  1  fcarce  believ'd, 
Till  grief  did  tell  me  roundly,  that  I  liv'd." 
Thou  fhalt  then  feel,  that  God  and  jc^v  is  all  thy  foul ! 
the  fruition  of  whom,  with  thy  freedom  from  all  thefe 
forrows,  will  more  fweetlv,  and  more  feelingly,  make 
thee  know,  and  to  his  eternal  praife  acknowledge, 
that  thou  liveil.  And  thus  we  fhall  reft  from  all 
afHi(51ions. 

The  laT  bleiTed  attribute  of  this  Reft  is,  That  it  is 
an  Eternal  Rest.  This  is  the  croan  of  our  crown  ; 
without  which  all   were  comparatively  nothing.     The 

very 
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very  thought  of  leaving  it  would  embitter  all  our  joys » 
and  the  more,  becaufe  of  the  fmgular  excellencies  we 
muft  forfake.  It  would  be  a  hell  in  heaven,  to  think, of 
once  lofing  heaven  :  as  it  would  be  a  kind  of  heaven 
to  the  damned,  had  they  but  hopes  of  once  efcaping. 

It  makes  our  prefent  life  of  little  value,  (were  it  not 
for  the  reference  it  hath  to  eternity,)  to  think  that  we 
muft  fhortly  lay  it  down.  How  can  we  take  delight  in 
any  thing,  when  we  remember  how  fhort  that  delight 
will  be?  But,  O  blefled  eternity!  where  our  lives 
are  perplexed  with  no  fuch  thoughts,  nor  our  joys  in- 
terrupted with  any  fuch  fears  !  O  what  do  I  fay  whea 
.1  talk  of  eternity  !  Can  my  (hallow  thoughts  conceive 
it?  To  be  eternally  blefled,  and  fo  blefled !  Surely 
this,  if  any  thing,  is  the  refemblance  of  God :  eternity 
is  a  piece  of  infinitenefs.  Then,  "  O  Death,  where  is 
thy  fting  ?  O  Grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  "  Days, 
and  nights,  and  years;  time,  and  end,  and  death,  are 
words  which  there  have  no  fignification  ;  nor  are  ufed, 
except  perhaps  to  extol  eternity  ;  as  the  mention  of 
hell,  to  extol  heaven  ;  all  the  years  of  our  Lord,  and 
the  years  of  our  life,  are  fwallowed  up  and  loft  in  this 
eternity. 

While  we  were  fervants,  we  held  by  leafe  ;  and  that 
but  for  a  term  of  tranfitory  life:  "But  the  Son  abideth 
in  the  hcufe  for  ever."  Our  earthly  paradife  in  Eden 
had  a  way  out,  but  none,  that  ever  we  could  find,  in 
again  :  but  this  eternal  paradife  hath  a  way  in,  (a  milky 
way  to  us,  but  a  bloody  way  to  Chrift,)  but  no  way 
out  again  ;  M  For  they  that  would  pafs  from  hence  to 
you,  (faith  Abraham,)  cannot :  *  a  ftrange  phrafe ! 
Would  any  pafs  from  fuch  a  place,  if  they  might  ? 
Could  they  endure  to  be  abfent  from  God  again  one 
hour  ?  No  :  but  upon  fuppofal  they  would,  yet  they 
could  not.  O  then,  my  foul,  let  go  thy  dreams  of 
prefent  pleafure  ;  and  loofe  thy  hold  of  earth  and  flefh. 
Fear  noi  to  enter  thy  eftate,  where  thou  fhalt  ever  after 
ceafe  from  thy  fears.  Sit  down  and  gladly  once  a  day 
bethink  thyfelf  of  this  eternity  :  among  all  the  arith- 
metical numbers,  ftudy  the  value  of  this  infinite  cypher, 
which,  though  it  ftand  for  nothing  in  the  viilgar  ac- 
count, doth  yet  contain  all  our  millions,  as  much  lefs 
than  a  fimple  unit.  Lay  by  the  perplexed  and  contra- 
dicting 
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dieting  chronological  tables,  and  fix  thine  eye  on  this 
eternity  ;  and  the  remote  lines  which  thou  couldft  not 
follow,  thou  fhalt  fee  all  together  here  concentrated. 
Study  lefs  thefe  tedious  volumes  of  hiftory,  which  con- 
tain but  the  hlent  narration  of  dreams,  and  are  but  the 
pictures  of  the  actions  of  fhadows  :  and  inftead  of  alJ, 
iludy  frequently,  ftudy  thoroughly  this  one  word  Eter- 
nity, and  when  thou  haft  thoroughly  learned  that  one 
word,  thou  wilt  never  look  on  books  again.  What ! 
live  and  never  die  1  rejoice,  and  ever  rejoice  !  0  what 
fweet  words  are  thefe  !  This  word  Everlafting,  con- 
tains the  accomplifhed  perfection  of  our'glory.  O  that 
the  wicked  finner  would  but  foundly  lludy  this  word 
Eva-lofting :  methinks  it  would  ftartle  him  out  of  his 
deep  fleep  !  O  that  this  gracious  foul  would  believingly 
ftudy  this  word  Everlafting,  methinks  it  would  revive 
him  in  the  deeped  agony  !  And  mui:  I,  Lord,  thus 
live  for  ever  ?  Then  will  I  alfo  love  for  ever.  Muft 
my  joys  be  immortal  ?  And  (hall  not  my  thanks  b% 
alio  immortal  r  Surely,  if  I  mail  never  lofe  my  glory, 
I  will  never  alfo  ceafe  thy  praifes.  if  thou  wilt  both 
perfect  and  perpetuate  me,  and  my  glory  ;  as  I  mail  be 
thine,  and  not  mine  own,  fo  (hail  my  glory,  be  thy 
glory  ;  and  as  they  did  take  their  fpring  from  thee,  fo 
all  fhall  devolve  to  thee  again;  and  as  thy  glory  was 
thine  ultimate  end  in  my  glory,  fo  fhall  it  be  alfo  mine 
end,  when  thou  haft  crowned  me  with  that  glory  which 
hath  no  end.  And  "to  thee,  O  King  eternal,  immortal, 
invifible,  the  only  wife  God,  fhall  be  the  honour  and 
g^ory,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen." 

— =9a«eiS"S-39<=— - - 

CHAP.     VI. 

The  People  of  God  Defcribed. 

YTAVING  thus  performed  my  firffc  tafk  of  defcribing 
"^  ■  the  Saints'  Reft;  it  remains  that  now  I  proceed 
to 'the  fecond,  and  (hew  you  what  the  people  of  God 
are,  and  why  fo  called  ;  for  whom  this  bleffed  Reft 
remain  eth. 

Regeneration   is   the   nrfl   and   great  qualification  of 
the  people  of  God.     To  be  the  people  of  God  without 

regeneration. 
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regeneration,  is  as  impoffible  as  to  be  the  children  of 
men  without  generation ;  Teeing  we  are  born  God's 
enemies,  we  mud  be  new-born  his  fons,  or  elfe  remain 
his  enemies  ftill. 

Chrift  hath  fpoken  it  with  his  mouth,  "  That  except 
a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  God,"  The  greatefr,  reformation  of  life,  without 
this  new  life  wrought  in  the  foul,  may  procure  our  fur- 
ther delufion,  but  never  our  faivation. 

But  by  what  acts  doth  this  new  life  difcover  itfelf  ? 

The  firil  work  I  call  Conviction,  which  comprehends 
the  knowledge  of  what  the  Scripture  fpeaks  againft  fin 
and  finners  ;  and  that  this  -fcripture  which  fpeaks  fo,  is 
the  word  of  God  himfelf.  Jt  comprehends  alio,  fome 
knowledge  of  ourfelves,  and  our  own  guilt,  and  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  verity  of  thofe  confequences, 
which  from  the  plague  of  fin  in  us,  and  threats  in 
fcripture,    conclude  us  miferable. 

2.  As  there  mult  be  Conviction,  fo  alfo  fenfibility. 
God  works  on  the  heart,  as  well  as  the  head  :  both 
were  corrupted  and  out  of  order.  The  principle  of 
new  life  doth  quicken  both.  All  true  fpiritual  know- 
ledge doth  pafs  into  the  affections.  The  great  things  of 
fin,  of  grace,  and  Chrilt,  and  eternity,  which  are  of 
weight,  one  would  think  to  move  a  rock  ;  yet  (hake 
not  the  heart  of  the  carnal  profeiTor,  ncr  pierce  his  foul 
to  the  quick  :  though  he  mould  be  a  conitant  preacher 
of  them  to  others,  yet  they  little  affect  himfelf:  when 
he  is  preffmg  them  upon  the  hearts  of  others,  you 
would  little  phink  how  infeiifible  is  his  own  foul  :  his 
invention  procureth  him  zealous  and  moving  expreffions, 
but  they  cannot  procure  him  anfwerable  affections. 

The  things  that  the  foul  is  thus  convinced  and  fen- 
fibie  of,  are  efpecially  thefe  : 

I.  The  Evil  of  Sin.  The  finner  is  made  to  know 
and  feel,  that  the  fin  which  was  his  delight,  is  a  more 
loathfome  thing  than  toads  o/»  ferpents,  and  a  greater 
evil  than  plague  or  famine,  or  any  other  calamities :  it 
being  a  breach  of  the  righteous  law  of  the  moll  high 
God,  di (honourable  to  Him,  and  dedructive  to  the 
finner. 

Now  the  finner  reads  and  hears  the  reproofs  of  fin, 
as  words  of  courfe  ;    but  when  you  mention  his  fin,   he 

feels 
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feels  you  fpeak  to  his  very  heart,  and  yet  is  conies' e  I 
you  fhould  ihew  him  the  worft  :  he  was  wont  to  marw  1. 
what  made  men  keep  fuch  a  ftir  againiT:  fin,  what  harm 
it  was  for  a  man  to  take  a  little  pleafure  :  he  faw  no 
fuch  heinoufnefs  in  it.  But  now  the  cafe  is  altered  ; 
God  hath  opened  his  eyes,  to  fee  its  inexpreffib!e 
vilenefs. 

2.  The  Soul  in  this  great  work  is  convinced  ml 
fenfible,  both  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  of  its  own  miferr 
by  reafon  of  fin.  They  who  before  read  the  threats  cf 
God's  Law,  as  men  do  the  ftories  of  foreign  wan  ; 
now  find  it  is  their  own  rtory,  and  perceive  they  read 
their  own  doom,  as  if  they  found  their  names  written 
in  the  curfe,  or  heard  the  Law  fay,  as  Nathan,  Thou,  at 
the  ma?i.  The  wrath  of  God  feemed  to  him,  but  as  & 
ilorm  to  a  man  in  a  dry  houfe  :  but  now  he  finds  the 
difeafe  is  his  own,  and  feels  the  pains  in  his  owa 
bowels.  In  a  word,  he  find*  himfelf  a  condemned  man, 
dead  and  damned  in  point  of  law,  and  that  nothing  was 
wanting  but  mere  execution  to  make  him  abfolutely  and 
irrecoverably  miferable. 

Whether  you  will  call  this  a  work  of  the  Law  or 
Gofpel,  it  is  a  work  of  the  Spirit  wrought  in  fome 
meafure  in  all  the  regenerate:  and  though  fome  jndte 
it  unneceiiary  bondage,  yet  it  is  beyond  my  conceiving, 
how  he  mould  come  to  Chrill  for  pardon,  that  firft 
found  not  himfelf  guilty  and  condemned  :  The  nvbok 
need  not  the  pbyjician,  but  they  that  are  jick.  Yet  I  dei  y 
not,  but  the  diicovery  of  the  remedy  ab  foon  as  the  mifery- 
may  prevent  a  great  part  of  the  trouble,  and  caufe  tl  c 
diftinft  effect  on  the  foul,  to  be  with  much  more  difficulty 
difcerned  :  nay,  the  actings  of  the  foul  are  fa  quick, 
and  oft  fo  confufed,  that  the  diitincl  order  of  thefe 
workings  may  not  be  apprehended  or  remembered  ;  t 
all :  and  perhaps  the  joyful  appre^enfions  of  mercy  may 
make  the  fenfe  of  mifery  to  be  the  fooner  forgotten, 

3,  So  doth  the  Spirit  alfo  convince  the  foul,  of  thft 
Creature's  vanity  and  inluiftciency.  Every  man  naturiMv 
U  a  flat  idolater  ;  our  hearts  were  turned  from  Gr d 
In  our  hrlt  fall ;  and  ever  fince,  the  creature  hath  been 
our  god.  This  is  the  grand  fui  of  nature  ,  when  we  fet 
up  to  ourfelvesawrongend,  we  muit  needs  ert  in  all  the 
sicau3.  The  creature  is  to  every  uaregen.rate  man  his 
F  god; 
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god  :  he  afcribeth  to  it  the  divine  prerogatives,  and 
aiioweth  it  the  higheit  room  in  his  foal,  or  if  ever  he 
come  to  be  convinced  of  mifery,  he  fleeth  to  it  as  his 
faviour.  Indeed  God  and  his  Chriir.  have  ufually  the 
name  ;  but  the  real  expectation  is  from  the  creature, 
and  the  work  of  God  is  laid  upcn  ic.  His  plcafure, 
his  profit,  and  his  honour,  are  the  natural  man's  Trinity  ; 
and  his  Self  is  thefe  in  Unity  :  indeed,  it  is  the  flefli 
that  is  the  principal  idol;  the  other  three  are  deified' 
in  their  relation  to  ourielves.  It  was  our  firft  fin,  to 
afpire  to  be  as  gods  ;  and  it  is  the  greatclt  fin  that  runs 
in  our  blood,  and  is  propagated  in  our  nature  from 
generation  to  generation. 

n  God  lhould  guide  us,  we  guide  ourfclvcs  ; 
when  he  lhould  be  our  fovereign.  we  rule  ourfelves. 
The  laws  which  he  gives  us,  we  find  fault  with  ;  if  we 
had  had  the  making  of  them,  we  mould  hive  made 
|t  her  wife  :  when  he  mould  take  care  of  us,  (and 
mull,  or  we  perim,)  we  will  care  for  ourielves  ;  when 
we  fnould  depend  on  him  daily,  we  had  rather  keep  our 
itock  ourfelves,  and  have  our  portion  in  our  own  hands; 
when  we  mould  ftand  at  his  difpofal,  we  would  be  at 
oar  own;  and  when  we  mould  fubmit  to  his  providence* 
we  ufually  quarrel  at  it;  as  if  we  knew  belter  v. 
good  fo;  Ub  than  He,  or  how  to  difpofe  all  things  more 
wifely.  This  is  the  language  of  a  carnal  heart,  tho* 
i:  doth  not  always  fpeak  out.  When  we  fhould  lludy 
God,  we  lludy  ourfelves  ;  when  we  mould  mind  God, 
we  mind  ourfelves;  when  we  lhould  love  God,  we  love 
ourfelves;  when  we  mould  trull  God,  we  truit  our- 
felves ;  when  we  fhould  honour  God,  wc  honour  our- 
felves, when  we  mould  a  (c  ripe  to  G  jd,  and  admire  Him, 
we  afcribe  to,  and  admire  ourfelves ;  and  inilead  of  • 
God,  we  would  have  all  men's  eyes  and  dependance  on 
us,  and  all  men's  thanks  returned  to  us,  and  would  • 
gladly  be  the  only  men  on  earth,  extolled  and  admired 
by  all. 

And  thus  we  are  naturally  our  own  idols  :  but  down 
falls   this    Dagoth    wren  God  does  once  renew  the  foul. 
Ic  is  the  great  bulinefs  of  that  great  work  to  bring  the' 
heart  back  to  God.    He  convinceth  the  {inner,   I.  That 
the  creatures   can   neither  be  his  god  to  make  him  ;   2.  • 
Nor  yet  his  Chriit,  to  recover  him  from  his  mifery,  to 

reltore 
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reflore  him  to  God  who  is  his  happinefs.  This  God 
doth,  not  only  by  preaching,  but  by  providence  alfo  : 
becaufe  words  will  hardly  take  off  the  raging  fenfes, 
therefore,  doth  God  make  his  rod  to  fpeak,  and  con- 
tinue fpeaking,  till  the  finner  hear,  and  hath  learned 
this  great  leflbn. 

This  is  the  great  reafon  why  affliction  doth  To  ordi- 
narily concur  in  the  work  of  converiion.  Thefe  real 
argument?  which  ("peak  to  the  quick,  will  force  a  hear- 
ing when  the  moil  powerful  words  are  flighted,  "When 
a  finner  made  his  credit  his  God,  and  God  (hall  caft  him 
into  the  lowed  dtfgrace:  or  bring  him  that  idolized  his 
riches,  into  a  condition  wherein  they  cannot  help  him, 
or  caufe  them  to  take  wings  and  Ry  away  ;  what  a  help 
is  here  to  this  work  of  conviction  !  When  a  man  that 
made  his  pleafure  his  god,  whether  eafe,  or  fports,  or 
mirth,  or  company^  or  gluttony,  or  drunkennefs,  or 
clothing,  or  buildings:  or  whatfoever  a  ranging  eye, 
a  curious  ear,  a  raging  appetite,  or  a  luftful  heart  could 
defire,  and  God  (hall  take  thefe  from  him,  or  give  him 
their  iling  and  curie  with  them,  and  turn  them  into  gall 
and  wormwood,  what  a  help  is  here  to  Conviction  ! 
When  God  fhall  caft  a  man  into  a  languiihing  ncknefs, 
and  inflict  wounds  and  anguifh  on  his  heart,  and  ltir  up 
againft  him  his  own  conicience,  and  then,  as  it  were,  .^ 
take  him  by  the  hand,  and  lead  him  to  credit,  to  riches, 
to  pleafure,  to  company,  to  fports,  or  whatfoever  was 
deareft  to  him,  and  fay,  Now  try  if  thefe  can  help  you  : 
can  thefe  heal  thy  wounded  conference  ?  Can  they  now 
fupport  thy  tottering  cottnge  ?  Can  they  keep  thy  de- 
parting foul  in  the  body  ?  or  fave  thee  from  mine  ever- 
lafting  wrath?  Will  they  prove  to  thee  eternal  plea- 
fures?  or  redeem  thy  foul  from  the  eternal  flames?  Cry 
aloud  to  them,  and  fee  now  whether  thefe  will  be  iu- 
ft'ead  of  God  and  his  Chrift  unto  thee  ?  O  how  this 
works  with  the  finner!  When  fenfe  itfelf  acknowledged 
the  truth,  and  even  the  flelh  is  convinced  of  the  crea- 
ture's vanity. 

4.  The  fourth  thing  that  the  foul  is  convinced  and 
fenfible  of,  is  the  abfolute  neceflity,  the  full  fumciency, 
and  perfect  excellency  of  Jefus  Chiiit. 

This  conviclion  is  not  by  mere  argumentation,  as  a 
man  is  convinced  of  fome  unconcernine   confequence 

f  &  B  by 
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by  difpiue":  but  alfo  by  the  fenfe  of  our  defperate  mi- 
sery, as  a  man  in  a  famine,  by  the  neceiiity  of  food  ; 
or  a  man  that  has  read,  or  heard  his  cc.ndemnation,  is 
convinced  of  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  a  pardon*  Now 
the  Tinner  finds  himfelf  in  another  caie  than  ever  he  was 
aware  of:  he  feels  an  infupportable  burden  upon  him, 
and  ieeo  there  is  none  but  Chrift  can  take  it  off:  h« 
perceives  that  he  is  under  the  wrath  of  God,  and  that 
\hi  law  proclaims  him  a  rebel  and  an  out-law,  and  none 
but  Chriit  can  make  his  peace  :  he  is  as  a  man  purfued 
by  a  lion,  that  mull  pcrim,  if  he  find  not  prefent  fanc- 
tuary  :  he  feels  the  curfe  doth  lie  upon  him,  and  upon 
all  Jie  bath  for  his  fake,  and  Chrift  alone  can  make  bim 
blefied  :  he  is  now  brought  to  this  dilemma,  either  he 
muli.have  Chrift  to  juflify  him,  or  burn  in  hell  for  ever; 
be  mult  have  Chrift  to  bring  him  again  to  God,  or  be 
jfhut  out  of  his  prefence  everlaftinglv.  And  no  wonder 
if  he  cry,  as  the  Martyr  Lambert,  None  but  Chrift,  none 
but  Cbrijl.  It  is  not  gold,  but  bread,  that  will  fatisfy 
the  hungry  ;  nor  any  thing  but  pardon,  that  will  com- 
fort the  condemned.  Ml  things  are  now  but  drofs  and 
dung  :  and  nvbat  nve  counted  gain,  is  noiv  but  lofs  in  com- 
parijon  of  Chrijl  :  for  as  the  finner  feeth  his  utter  mifery, 
and  the  difability  of  hinffelf,  and  all  things  to  relieve 
him;  {o  he  doth  perceive,  that  there  is  no  faving  mercy 
out  of  Cbrift.  There  is  none  found  in  heaven  or  on 
earth  that  can  open  the  fealed  Book,  fave  the  Lamb ; 
without  his  blood  there  is  no  remiiiion,  and  without  re- 
mifiion  there  is  no  falvation.  Could  the  finner  now 
make  any  fhifc  without  Chrift,  or  could  any  thing  elfe 
fupply  his  wants,  and  fave  his  foul,  then  might  Chrift 
be  difregarded  :  but  now  he  is  conviced,  that  there  i$ 
no  other  name,  and  the  neceffity  is  abfolute. 

2.  And  as  the  foul  is  thus  convinced  of  the  neceflity 
of  Chriit,  fo  alfo  of  his  full  fufficiency  :  he  fees,  tho' 
the  creature  cannot  fave,  and  himfelf  cannot,  yet  Chrift 
can.  Tho'  the  ng-leaves  of  our  own  unrighteous  Righ- 
teoufnefs  are  too  fhort  to  cover  our  nakednefs,  yet  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  large  enough  :  ours  is  difpro- 
portionable  to  the  juftice  of  the  law,  but  Chrift's  doth 
extend  to  every  tittle  :  his  fufferings  being  a  perfect 
fatisfa&ion  to  the  law,  and  all  power  in  leaven  and  earth 
being  given  to  him3    He  is  now  able  to  fupply  every  one 

of 
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of  our  wants,    and  to  fa-ve  to  the  uttermoji  all  that  come  to 
Hun. 

'  3.  The  Soul  is  alfo  here  convinced  of  the  perfect  ex- 
cellency of  Jefus  Chrilt,  as  he  is  confidered  in  relation 
to  us ;  both  as  he  is  the  only  way  to  the  Father,  and  as  he 
is  the  end,  being  one  with  the  Father.  Before,  he  knew 
Chriit's  excellency  only  as  a  blind  man  Knows  the 
light  of  the  Sun  ;  but  now,  as  one  that  behbldeth  Ins 
glory. 

And  thus  doth  the  Spirit  convince  the  Soul. 

4*  After  this  fenfible  conviction,  the  will  difcovereth 
alio  its  change  ;  and  that  In  regard  of  all  the  fore-men- 
tioned objects. 

1.  The  fin  which  the  underftanding  pronounceth  evil, 
the  will  doth  turn  from,  with  abhorrence.  Not  that  the 
fenfitive  appetite  is  changed,  or  any  way  made  to  abhor 
its  object ;  but  when  it  would  carry  us  to  fm  againil 
God  ;   this  diforder  and  evil  the  will  abhorreth. 

2.  The  mifery  alfo  which  fin  hath  procured,  as  he 
difcerneth,  fo  he  bewaileth.  Jt  is  impoiTible  that  the 
foul  mould  now  look  either  on  its  trefpafs  againil 
God,  or  its  own  felf-procured  calamity,  without  fome 
compunction.  He  that  truly  difcerneth,  that  he  hath 
killed  Chrift,  and  killed  himfelf,  will  furely  in  fome 
mcaiure  be  pricked  to  the  heart:  if  he  cmnet  weep, 
he  can  heartily  groan  ;  and  his  heart  feels  what  his  un- 
derftanding fees. 

3.  The  creature  he  now  renounceth  as  vain,  and 
turneth  it  out  -of  his  heart  with  difdain.  Not  that  he 
undervalucth  it  or  difclaimeth  its  ufe  ;  but  its  idolatrous 
abuic,  ur.d-its  anjuft  ufurpation. 

There  is  a  -two-fold  error  very  common  in  the  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  work  of  converfion.  The  one  of  thofe 
who  only  mention  the  fmner's  turning  from  fin  to  God, 
without  mentioning  the  receiving  Chrift  by  faith.  The 
other  of  thofj,  who  only  mention  a  finner's  believing, 
and  then  think  they  have  mid  all  :  nay,  they  blame 
theia  as  legalitis,  who  make  any  thing  but  the  bare  be- 
lieving of  the  love  of  God  in  Chriik  to  us,  to  be  part 
of  the  woik;  and  would  perfuade  poor  fouls  to  qucition 
all  their  former  comforts,  and  conclude  the  work  to 
have  been  only  legal,  becaufe  they  have  made  their 
change  of  heart,  and  turning  from  fin,  part  of  it ;  and 
F  3  have 
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p  part  of  their  comfort  from  the  reviewing 
kefe,. 

Indeed,  mould  they  take  up  here  without  Chrift,  or 
ge  inftead  of  Chrift,   in  whole  or  in 
I  .   i   were  juft      But  can  Chrift  be 

the  the   creature  is  the  end  ?  is  he  not  the 

only  way  to  the  Father  ?  Can  we  feek  to  Chriil  to 
reconcile  us  to  God,  while  in  our  hearts  we  prefer  the 
creature  before  him  ?  In  the  foul  of  every  unregenerate 
man,  the  creature  is  both  God  and  Chrift.  Can  Chrift. 
be  believed  in,  where  our  own  righteoufnefs,  or  any 
other  thing,  is  trufled  in  as  our  faviour? 

The  truth  is ;  a  turning  from  the  creature  to  God, 
and  not  by  Chrift,  is  no  true  turning  :  fo  believing  in 
Chrift,  while  the  creature  hath  our  hearts,  is  no  true 
believing.  And  therefore  in  the  work  of  felf-exami- 
nation,  whoever  would  find  in  himfelf  a  thorough 
lincere  work,  muft  rind  an  entire  work ;  even  the  one  of 
thefe  as  well  as  the  other. 

In  the  review  of  which  entire  work  there  is  no  doubt 
but  his  foul  may  take  comfort.  And  it  is  not  to  be 
made  fo  light  of,  as  moil  do,  that  fcripture  doth  Co 
ordinarily  put  repentance  before  faith,  and  make  them 
jointly  conditions  of  the  gofpel :  which  repentance  con- 
tains thofe  acls  of  the  will  before  expreffed. 

It  is  true,  if  we  take  faith  in  the  largeft  fenfe.  then  it 
contains  repentance  in  it ;  but  if  we  take  it  flriclly,  no 
doubt  there  are  fome  ad~ls  of  it  go  before  repentance, 
and  fome  follow  after. 

4.  And  as  the  Will  is  thus  averted  from  the  fore- 
jmentioned  objects ;  fo  at  the  fame  time  doth  it  cleave 
to  God  the  Father,  and  to  Chrilt.  Its  nrft  ailing  con- 
firms efpeciaily  in  intending  and  defiring  God  as  the 
chief"  good.  The  finner  having  been  before  convinced, 
that  nothing  elfe  can  be  his  happinefs,  now  finds  it 
iu  God  :  and  therefore  looks  towards  it.  But  it  is  yet 
father  with  defire  than  hope.  For  alas,  he  hath 
already  found  himfelf  to  be  a  itranger  and  an  enemy  to 
Ood,  under  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  curfe  of  the  law,  and 
"ftnows  there  is  no  coming  to  him  in  peace  till  his  cafe 
be  altered  j  and  therefore  having  been  before  convinced 
aifo,  that  only  Chrifl  is  able  and  willing  to  do  this, 
apd  having  heard  this  meicy  in  the  gofpel  freely  offer- 

ed> 
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ed  ;  his  next  a£l  is,  to  accept  of  Chrifl;  as  his  Saviour 
and  Lord. 

Therefore  both  miflake  :  they  who  only  mention  our 
turning  to  Chriil,  and  they  who  only  mention  our 
turning  to  God  in  this  work  of  converfion.  St.  Paul's 
preaching,  vvas  Repentance  towards  God,  and  Faith  towards 
cur  Lord  ') ejus  Chrijl,  And  Life  eternal  confiils,  firft,  in 
knowing  the  only  true  God,  and  then,  Jfefus  Chnft  whor* 
He  bath  fent,  John  xvii.  3.  The  former  is  thc'natural 
part  of  the  covenant,  To  take  the  Lord  only  for  our 
God.  The  latter  is  the  fupernatural  part,  To  take 
Chriil  only  for  our  Redeemer.  The  former  is  firft  ne- 
cefiary,  and  implied  in  the  latter. 

Though  repentance  and  good  works  are  required  to 
our  full  juftification  at  judgment,  as  fubfervient  to,  or 
concurrent  with  faith  ;  yet  it  is  the  nature  of  this 
juftifying  faith  to  accept  of  Chrifl  for  our  Saviour 
and  our  Lord.  I  call  it  accepting,  it  being  principally 
anaclof  the  will;  but  yet  alfo  of  the  whole  foul.  This 
accepting  being  that  which  the  gofpel  prefTeth  to,  and 
calleth  the  receiving  or  accepting  Chrift.  I  call  it  an 
affectionate  accepting,  though  love  feem  diftinct  from 
faith,  yet  I  take  it  as  efiential  to  that  faith  which  jufti- 
fies.  To  accept  Chrift  without  love,  is  not  juftifying 
faith.  Nor  doth  love  follow  as  a  fruit,  but  immediately 
concur  ;  as  an  efTential  to  a  true  accepting. 

It  is  an  accepting  him  for  our  Saviour  and  Lord. 
For  in  both  relations  will  he  be  received,  or  not  at  all. 
It  is  not  only  to  acknowledge  his  fufferings,  and  accept 
of  pardon  and  glory,  but  to  acknowledge  his  fovereign- 
ty,  and  fubmit  to  his  government,  and  way  of  faving. 

The  work,  which  Chrift  accepted  of,  and  is  to  per- 
"fbrrn,  is  to  bring  the  finners  to  God,  that  they  may  be 
happy  in  him  ;  and  this  both  really  by  his  Spirit,  and 
relatively  in  reconciling  them,  and  making  them  fons  ; 
and  to  prefent  them  perfect  before  him  at  laft,  and  to 
pofTefs  them  of  the  kingdom.  The  obtaining  of  thefe 
are  the  ftnner's  lawful  ends  in  receiving  Chrift  ;  and 
to  thefe  ufes  doth  he  offer  himfelf  to  us. 

5.  To  this  end  doth  the  finner  now  enter  into  a  cor- 
dial covenant  with  Chrifl.  But  he  was  never  ftrictly, 
nor  comfortably  in  covenant  with  Chrift  till  now.    He 

U 


$8       The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.      I.  §6. 

is  fare  (Thrift  doth  confent,  and  now   doth  he  cordially 
confent  himfelf ;  and  fo  the  agreement  is  fully  made. 

6.  With  this  covenant  concurs  a  mutual  delivery  ; 
Chrift  delivereth  himfelf  in  all  comfortable  relations 
to  the  finner,  and  the  finner  delivereth  up  himfelf  to 
be  faved  and  ruled  by  Chrift.  Now  doth  the  foul  re- 
folvedly  conclude,  I  have  been  blindly  led  by  the  flelh, 
the  world,  and  the  devil,  too  long,  almoft  to  my  deftruc- 
tion  :  I  will  now  be  wholly  at  the  difpofal  of  my  Lord, 
who  hath  bought  me  with  his  blood,  and  will  bring  me 
to  his  glory.  And  thus  the  complete  work  of  faving 
faith  confilleth  in  this  covenanting,  or  my  ftical  marriage 
of  the  firmer  to  Chrift. 

Thus  you  have  a  naked  enumeration  of  the  effentials 
of  this  people  of  God  :  not  a  full  portraiture  of  them 
in  all  their  excellencies,  nor  all  the  notes  whereby  they 
are  difecrned.  And  though  it  will  be  part  of  the  fol- 
lowing application,  to  put  you  upon  trial  ;  yet  becaufe 
the  defcription  is  now  before  your  eyes,  and  thefe  evi- 
dencing works  are  freih  in  your  memory,  it  will  not  be 
unfeafonable,  to  take  an  account  of  your  own  eltate, 
and  to  view  yourfelves  exactly  in  this  glafs,  before  you 
pafson.  And  I  befeechthee,  reader,  as  thou  haft  the  hope 
of  a  Chriftian,  yea,  or  the  reafon  of  a  man,  to  deal 
thoroughly,  and  iearch  carefully,  and  judge  thyfelf  as 
one  that  mult  fhortly  be  judged  by  the  righteous  God  ; 
and  faithfully  anfwer  to  thefe  few  queftions. 

And  nrii,  Halt  thou  been  thoroughly  convinced  of 
an  univerfal  depravation,  through  thy  whole  foul  ?  And 
an  univerfal  wickednefs,  through  thy  whole  life  ?  Arid 
how  vile  a  thing  this  fin  is  ?  And  that  by  the  tenor  of 
the  covenant  -which  thou  haft  tranfgreffed,  the  leaft  fin 
deferves  eternal  death  ?  Doft  thou  confent  to  this  law,' 
that  it  is  true  and  righteous?  Haft  thou  perceived  thyfelf 
to  be  fentenced  to  this  death  by  it,  and  been  convinced 
of  thy  undone  condition  ?  Haft  thou  farther  feen  the 
utter  infuificiency  of  every  creature,  either  to  be  itfelf 
thy  happinefs,  or  the  means  of  curing  this  thy  mifery, 
and  making  thee  happy  in  God  ?  Haft  thou  been  con- 
vinced, that  thy  happinefs  is  only  in  God  as  the  end, 
and  only  in  Chrift  as  the  way  to  Him  ?  and  that  thou 
muft  be  brought  to  God  by  Chrift,  or  perifh  eternally  ? 
liaitthou  feen  hereuponan  abfolute  necefllty  of  enjoying 
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Chrift  ?  and  the  full  fufRciency  that  is  in  him,  to  do  for 
thee  whatfoever  thy  cafe  requireth,  by  reafon  of  the 
fulnefs  of  his  fatisfaclion,  the  greatnefs  of  his  power, 
dignity  of  his  perfon,  and  the  freenefs  of  his  promifes? 
Haft  thou  difcovered  the  excellency  of  this  pearl  to  be 
worth  thy  felling  all,  to  buy  it  ?  Hath  all  this  been 
joined  with  fome  fenfibility;  as  the  convictions  of  a  man 
that  thirfteth,  of  the  worth  of  drink  ;  and  not  been 
only  a  change  in  opinion,  produced  by  reading  and 
education,  as  a  bare  notion  in  the  underftanding?  Hath 
it  proceeded  to  an  abhorring  of  fin  ?  Have  both  thy 
fin  and  mifery  been  a  burthen  to  thy  foul  ?  And  if  thou 
couldft  notweep,  yet  couldit  thou  groan  under  the  infup- 
portable  weight  of  both  ?  Hail  thou  renounced  all 
thine  own  righteoufnefs  ?  Haft  thou  turned  thy  idols 
out  of  thy  heart ;  fo  that  the  creature  hath  no  more  the 
fovereignty;  but  God  and  Chrift  ?  Doft  thou  accept 
of*  Chrift  as  the  only  Saviour,  and  expect  thy  juftifica- 
tion,  recovery,  and  glory  from  him  alone?  Doft  thoa 
take  him  alfo  for  Lord  and  King  ?  And  are  his  la\r^i 
the  powerful  commanders  of  thy  foul  ?  Do  they  ordi- 
narily prevail  againil  the  commands  of  the  flefh,  of  fatan, 
of  the  greateft  on  earth  that  mall  countermand  ?  And 
againft  the  inteieit  of  thy  credit,  profit,  pleafure,  or 
life  ?  So  that  thy  conference  is  directly  fubject  to  Chrift 
alone  ?  Hath  he  the  higheft  room  in  thy  affection  ?  fo 
that  tho*  thou  canft  not  love  him  as  thou  wouldft,  yet 
nothing  elfe  is  loved  fo  much  ?  Haft  thou  made  a  hearty 
covenant  to  this  end  ?  and  delivered  up  thylelf  to  him? 
and  taken  thyfelf  for  his  and  not  thine  own  ?  Is  it  thy 
utmoft  care  and  watchful  endeavour,  that  thou  mayeft 
be  found  faithful  in  this  covenant  ?  If  this  be  truly  thy 
cafe,  thou  art  one  of  the  people  of  God  :  and  as  fure 
as  the  promife  of  God  is  true,  this  bleffed  reft  remains 
for  thee.  Only  fee  thou  abide  in  Chrift,  and  continue 
to  the  end  :  for,  if  any  Tnan  drauu  back,  my  foul  f  fays 
he  J  ivill  ba-vs  no  pleafure  in  him. 

CONCLUSION. 

And  thus  I  have  explained  to  you  the  fubjeft  of  my 
te.\t  :  and  fhewed  you  darkly,  what  this  reft  is,  and 
briefly,  who  are  this  people  of  God.  O  that  the  Lord 
trould  now  open  your  eyes,  to  difcern  and  be  affecred 

with 
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with  the  glory  revealed  !  that  he  would  take  off  your 
hearts  from  thefe  dung-hill  delights,  and  ravilh  them 
with  the  views  of  thefe  everlafting  pleafures  !  that 
he  would  bring  you  into  the  ftate  of  his  holy  and  hea- 
venly people  for  whom  alone  this  Reft  remaineth  !  that 
you  would  exactly  try  yourfelves,  by  the  foregoing  de- 
fc;iption  !  that  no  foul  of  you  might  be  damnably  delu- 
ded, fo  as  to  take  your  natural  or  acquired  parts  for  the 
characters  of  a  faint  !  O  happy,  and  thrice  happy  you, 
if  thefe  fermons  might  have  fuch  fuccefs  with  your 
fouls,  that  fo  you  might  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
&hd  your  left  end  be  like  his  ! 
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PART    II.        CHAP.    I. 

HAVE  been  hitherto  preferring  to  your  underftand- 
ings,   the  excellency  of  the  Rett  of  the  Saints.      Let 

your  hearts  now  cheerfully  embrace  it,  and  improve  it, 

and  I  (ball  prefent  it  to  you,  in  its  refpeclive  ufes. 
I  will  lay  together  all  thofe  uies  that  moil  concern  the 

ungodly,  and  then  thofe  that  are  proper  to  the  godly 

themfelves. 

71?e  inconceivable  Mifery  of  the    Ungodly   in  their  Lofs  of 
this  Rest. 

And  firft,  if  this  Reft  be  for  none  but  the  people  of 
God,  what  tidings  is  this  to  the  ungodly  world  ? 
That  there  is  fo  much  glory,  but  none  for  them  :  fo 
great  joys  for  the  Sain:s  of  God,  while  they  muftcon- 
fume  in  perpetual  forrows !  If  thou,  who  readeft  thefe 
words,  art  a  ftranger  ro  Chrift,  and  to  the  holy  nature 
and  life  of  his  people,  and  {halt  live  and  die  in  the 
condition  thou  art  now  in ;  I  am  a  meilenger  of  the 
fiddcft  tidings  to  thee,  that  ever  yet  thy  ears  did  hear, 
that"  thou  (halt  never  partake  of  the  joys  of  heaven,  nor 
have  the  lcaft  tafte  of  the  Saints  eternal  Reft.  I  may 
fay  to  thee,  as  Ehud  to  Eglon,  I  have  a  meilage  to  thee 

from 
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from  God  :  but  it  is  a  mortal  mefTage,  that  as  fure  as 
the  word  of  God  is  true,  thou  fnalt  never  fee  the  face 
of  God  with  comfort.  This  fentence  I  am  commanded 
.to  pafs  upon  thee  !  Take  it  as  thou  wilt,  and  efcape  if 
ihou  canit.  I  know  if  thy  heart  and  life  were  tho- 
roughly changed,  thy  relation  to  Chrift  and  eternity, 
would  be  changed  alfo  ;  he  would  then"  acknowledge 
thee  for  one  of  his  people,  and  give  thee  a  portion  in 
the  inheritance  of  his  chofcn.  But  if  thou  end  thy  days 
in  thy  prefent  condition,  as  fure  as  the  heavens  are  over 
thy  head,  and  the  earth  under  thy  feet  ;  as  fure  as  thou 
tiveft  and  breatheft  in  this  air,  fo  lure  (halt  thou  be  fliut 
out  of  this  Reft  of  the  Saints,  and  receive  thy  portion  in 
everlafting  fire.  I  expect  that  thou  (houldeft,  in  the  pride 
of  thy  heart,  turn  upon  me  and  fay,  And  when  did  God 
fhew  you  the  book  of  life,  or  teil  you  who  they  are  that 
(hall  be  Caved,  and  who  {hut  out? 

-I  will  not  anfwer  thee  according  to  thv  folly  ;  but 
plainly  difcover  this  thy  folly  to  thyfelf,  that  if  there 
be  yet  any  hope,  thou  mayeft  recover  thy  underftanding, 
and  return  to  God  and  live.  Firft,  1  do  not  name 
thee,  nor  any  other  ;  1  only  conclude  of  the  unrege- 
nerate  in  general,  and  of  thee  conditionally,  if  thou 
be  fuch  an  one.  Secondly,  I  do  not  go  about  to  de- 
termine who  (hall  repent,  and  who  mail  not,  much  lefs 
that  thou  (halt  never  repent  and  come  to  Chrift.  Thefe 
things  are  unknown  to  me  ;  I  had  far  rather  ihew  thee, 
what  hopes  thou  haft  before  thee,  if  thou  wilt  not  fit  ftill 
and  lofe  them:  and  I  would  far  rather  perfuade  thee 
to  hearken  in  time,  before  the  door  is  fliut  againft  thee, 
that  fo  thy  foul  may  return  and  live,  than  tell  thee  that 
there  is  no  hope  of  thy  repenting  and  returning:  But 
if  the  foregoing  deicription  of  the  people  of  God  do 
not  agree  with  the  ftate  of  thy  foul  ;  is  it  then  a  hard 
queftion,  whether  thou  (halt  ever  be  faved  ?  Even  as 
hard  a  queilion,  as  whether  God  be  true.  Do  I  need 
to  afcend  up  into  heaven,  to  know,  "  That  without 
h'olinefs  none  fhall  fee  God  ;  or,  that  only  the  pure  in 
heart  fhali  kc  God  ?  or,  that  except  a  man  be  born 
again,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  r  " 
Cannot  thefe  be  known  without  fearching  into  God's 
counfels  ?  ,\nd  yet  dm  ft  thou  afk  me,  how  I  know  who 
.  be  faved  ?  What  need  I  go  up  to  heaven  to  enquire 

that 
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that  of  Chrili>  which  he  came  down  to  earth  to  tell  us? 
And  fent  his  Spirit  in  his  prophets  and  apoftles  lo  tell 
us  ?  And  hath  left  upon  record  to  all  the  world  ?  And 
though  I  do  not  know  the  fecrets  of  thy  heart,  and 
therefore  cannot  tell  thee  by  name  whether  it  be  thy 
ftate,  or  no;  yet  if  thou  art  but  willing  and  diligent 
thou  mayeit  know  thyielf,  whether  thou  art  an  heir  of 
heaven  or  net.  And  this  is  the  main  thing  that  1  defire, 
that  if  thou  be  yet  miferable,  thou  mayeft  difcern  it, 
and  efcape  it.  But  canlt  thou  efcape,  if  thou  neglect 
Chriil  and  falvation?  "  If  thou  love  father,  mother, 
wife,  children,  houfes,  lands,  or  thine  own  life  better 
than  Chrifl ;  if  fo,  thou  canit  not  be  his  difciple  :  " 
And  confequently  canft  never  be  faved  by  him.  Is  it  not 
as  impoiTible  for  thee  to  be  faved,  except  thou  be  born 
again,  as  it  is  for  the  devils  themfelves  to  be  faved  ? 
Nay,  God  hath  more  plainly  and  frequently  fpoken  it 
in  the  Scripture,  that  fuch  finner6  as  thou  mall  never  be 
faved,  than  he  hath  done,  that  the  devils  fhall  never  be 
faved.  And  do  not  thefe  tidings  go  cold  to  thy  heart  ? 
Methinks,  but  that  there  is  yet  life  and  hope  before 
thee,  and  thou  hall  yet  time  and  means  to  have  thy  foul 
recovered,  the  light  of  thy  cafe  mould  even  ftrike  thee 
dead  with  amazement.  But  becaufe  I  would  fain  have 
thee,  if  it  be  poflible,  to  Jay  it  to  heart,  I  will  here  ilay 
a  little  longer,  and  mew  thee,  firtf,  the  greatnefs  of  thy 
lofs ;  fecondly,  the  aggravation  of  thy  unhappinefs  in 
this  lofs ;  thirdly,  the  pofitive  miferies  that  thou  mull 
endure,  with  their  aggravations. 

Firft,  The  ungodly  in  their  lofs  of  heaven*  lofe  all 
that  glorious  perional  perfection,  which  the  people  of 
God  there  enjoy.  'They  lofe  that  fhining  luilre  of  the 
body,  furpafiing  the  brightnefs  of  the  fun.  Though 
even  the  bodies  of  the  wicked  will  be  raifed  incor- 
ruptible, yet  chat  will  be  fo  far  from  being  a  happirjefi 
to  them,  that  it  will  only  make  them  capable  of  the  more 
exquifite  torments.  They  would  be  glad  then  if  every 
member  were  a  dead  member,  that  it  might  not  feel  the 
punifiiment  inflicted  on  it ;  and  the  whole  body  were  a 
rotten  carcafe,  or  might  again  lie  down  in  dult  and 
darfcnefs.  Much  more  do  they  want  that  immortal 
perfection  which  the  Bleifed  partake  of:  thole  holy 
liiipofuions  ;    that  blefic4  conformity  to  the  holincft  of 
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God  ;  that  cheerful  readinefs  to  his  will  ;  that  perfect 
rectitude  of  all  their  actions :  in ft cad  of  thefe  they  have 
their  old  ulcerous  deformed  fouls,  that  perverfeneis  of 
will,  that  dilbrder  in  their  faculties,  that  loathing  of 
good,  that  Jove  to  evil,  that  violence  of  padion,  which 
they  had  on  earth,  ft  is  true,  their  end  Tendings, 
will  be  much  cleared,  both  by  the  ceiling  of  temptation 
and  deluding  objects,  and  by  the  fad  experience  which 
they  will  have  in  hell,  of  the  falfehood  of  th eir. forme r 
conceits  and  delufions.  But  the  evil  difpofit'on  is  not 
the  more  changed  ;  they  have  the  fame  difpoli lions  ilii], 
and  would  commit  t':.  "irne  fins,  if  they  could  :  the;/ 
want  but  opportunity  ;  cc:  tair.ly  they  mall  have  none? 
of  the  glorious  perfections  of  the  Saint-,  either  in  foul 
or  body.  There  will  be  a  greater  difference  betwjj.i 
thefe  wretches  and  the  glorincd  Christian,  than  there  is 
betwixt  a  Toad  and  the  Sun  in  the  Firmament. 

But  the  great  lofing  of  the  damned  will  be  their  lofs 
of  Go.l,  they  (hall  have  no  comfortable  relation  to 
him,  nor  communion  with  him  :  "As  they  did  not  like 
to  retain  Gcd  in  their  knowledge  ;  "  but  laid  to  him, 
'*  Depart  from  us,  we  den  re  not  the  knowledge  of  thy 
ways  ;  "  fo  God  will  abhor  to  retain  them  in  his  houf- 
hold,  or  to  give  them  entertainment  in  his  fellow Ihip 
and  giory.  He  will  never  admit  them  to  the  inhe- 
ritance of  his  faints,  nor  endure  them  to  Hand  amongil 
them  in  his  prefence  ;  but  lay  to  them,  Cf  Depart  from 
me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity,  I  know  you  »ot."  Now 
thefe  men  dare  belie  the  Lord,  if  not  blafpheme,  in 
calling  him  by  the  title  of  their  Father  ;  ho 
and  confidently  do  they  daily  approach  1  ;1Ca1* 

lips,  and  indeed  reproach  him  in  thci-^^' 
with  that  appellation!  as  if  GcJ  vVOu11  U{ncS  *Je 
devil's  children!  or,  as  if  the  *glners  of  Canlt,  tije 
friends  of  the  world,  the  hater?  of  godimefs,  or  any 
delight  in  iniquity,  were  the  offspring  of  heaven  ! 
They  are  ready  now,  co  lay  conhden:  chims  to  Cbri't 
as  if  they  were  fin-cere  believe**.  But  when  that  time 
is  come,  Qhnll  fhall  Separate  I*,  followers  fron 
foes,  and  his  faithful  friends  from  his  deceiv**?3*- 
*erers .  and  where  then  will  be  their  prefumpto**f  claim  t 
Then  they  mall  find  that  God.is  not  the"  banner,  but 
ikeir  Foe,  becaui'e  they  would  not  be  his  jDeppk.     A»4 
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as  they  would  not  confent  that  Cod  fhould  by  his  Spirit 
dwell  in  them,  fo  fhall  not  thefe  evil-doers  dwell  with 
him  :  the  tabernacles  of  wicked nefs  mall  have  no  fel- 
lowfhip  with  him  :  nor  the  wicked  inhabit  the  city  of 
God  :  "  for  without  are  dogs,  forcerers,  whoremongers, 
murderers,  idolaters,  and  whofoever  loveth  and  maketh 
u  lie."  God  is  firft  enjoyed  in  part  on  earth,  before  he 
can  be  fully  enjoyed  in  heaven.  Only  they  that 
walked  with  him  here,  mail  live  and  be  happy 
with  him  there.  Oh,  little  doth  the  world  know  what 
a  lofs  that  foul  hath,  who  lofeth  God  !  What  were  the 
world  but  a  dungeon,  if  it  had  loft  the  fun  r  What 
were  the  body,  but  a  loathfome  carrion,  if  it  had  loft 
the  foul?  Yet  all  thefe  are  nothing  to  the  lofs  of  God. 
So  that  as  the  enjoyment  of  God,  is  the  heaven  of  the 
Saints;  fo  the  lofs  of  God  is  the  hell  of  the  ungodly. 
And  as  the  enjoying  of  God  is  the  enjoying  of  all ;  fo 
the  lofs  of  God  is  the  lofs  of  all. 

Thirdly,  As  they  lofe  God  ;  fo  they  lofc  all  thofe 
delightful  affections  and  actions,  by  which  the  blefted 
feed  on  God  :  that  tranfporting  knowledge  :  thofe  ra- 
vifhing  views  of  his  glorious  face  :  the  inconceivable 
plea  fa  re  of  loving  God  :  the  apprehenfions  of  his  in- 
finite love  to  us  :  the  conftant  joys  which  his  Saints 
are  taken  up  with,  and  the  rivers  of  confolation  where- 
with he  doth  fatisfy  them.  Is  it  nothing  to  lofe  all 
this  ?  The  employment  of  a  king  in  ruling  a  kingdom, 
doth  rot  fo  far  exceed  the  employment  of  the  vileft 
ilave,  as  this  heavenly  employment  exceedeth  theirs. 

.  Fourthly,  They  {hall  be  deprived  of  the  blefled  fo- 
ciety  vl  A^jgejs  and  glorified  Saints.  Inftead  of  being 
companions^:  th0fe  happy  fpirits,  and  numbered  with 
thofe  joyful  ana  -^iumphing  kings,  they  mull  now  be 
members  of  the  corporation  of  hell,  where  they  mall 
have  companions  of  a  far  different  nature.  While  they 
lived  on  earth,  they  loathed  the  Saints,  they  impri- 
soned, bammed  them,  and  can  them  out  of  their  Soci- 
eties, or  at  leaft  they  would  not  be  their  companions 
'»"  glory.  Now  you  are  fhut  out  of  that  company,  from 
wnitVjou  firft  fhut  out  yourfelves  ;  and  are  feparated 
from  tftt^  whom  you  would  not  be  joined  with.  You 
could  not  endure  them  in  your  town,  rwr  fcarce  m  the 
kingdom ;  -ym  took  them,  as  Ahab  did  Elias,  for  the 

"  troublers 


i 
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*'  troublers  of  the  land  ;  "  and  as  the  apoitles  were  taken 
for  "men  that  turned  the  world  upfide  down."  If  any 
thing  fell  out  amifs,  you  thoupru  ail  was  through  then;. 
When  they  were  dead  or  bamihcd,  you  were  glad  they 
were  gone  ;  and  thought  the  country  was  well  rid  of' 
them.  They  molefted  you  whh  their  faithful  reproving 
your  fin  :  their  holy  convcrfation  troubled  you.  You 
fc.irce  ever  heard  them  pray  or  ting  praifes  in  their 
.families,  bur  it  vexed  you;  and  you  envied  their  liberty 
of  worshipping  God.  And  is  it  then  any  wonder  if 
you  be  feparated  from  them  hereafter?  The  day  is  near 
when  they  will  trouble  you  no  more:  betwixt  them  and 
you,  will  be  a  great  gulf  fet,  that  thofe  that  would 
from  thence  to  you  (if  any  had  a  den  re  to  eafe  you  with 
a  drop  of  water)  cannot,  neither  cun  they  pafs  to  them, 
who  would  go  from  you. 

CHAP.    II. 

The  Aggravation  of  the  Loft  of  Heaven  to  the  Ungidfj, 

I  KNOW  many  will  be  ready  to  think,  if"  this  be  all, 
they  do  not  much  care  :  what  care  they  for  lofing 
the  perfections  above  ?  What  c:\re  they  for  lofing  Gccf, 
bis  favour  or  his  prefjnee  I  They  lived  merrily  without 
him  on  earth,  and  why  mould  it  be  lo  grievous  to  be 
without  him  hereafter  ?  And  what  care  they  for  being 
deprived  of  that  leve,  and  joy,  and  praifing  of  God  ? 
They  never  tailed  fweetnefs  in  things  of  that  nature  ; 
or  what  care  they  for  being  deprived  of  the  fellowship 
of  Angels  and  Saints  ?  They  could  fpare  their  coin  pan)' 
in  this  world  well  enough,  and  why  may  they  not  be 
without  it  in  the  world  to  come  ?  To  make  thefe  men 
therefore  underftand  the  truth  of  their  future  conditio;:, 
1  will  here  annex  thefe  two  things  : 

i.  1  will  tliew  you  why  this  lofs  will  be  intolerable, 
and  molt  tormenting  then,  though  it  feeni  as  nothing 
now. 

2.  I  will  mew  you  what  other  lofles  will  accompany 
this  :  which  though  they  are  lefs  in  themfelves,  yec 
will  now  be  more  fenfibly  apprehended. 

i.  Then,  that  this  lofs  of  heaven  will  be  melt,  tor- 
ifier.ting,  may  appear  bv  thefe  confiderations. 

G  2  i.  The 
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i.  The  underftandings  of  the  ungodly  will  be  ihen 
cleared,  to  know  the  worth  of  th:it  which  they  have 
loft.  Now  they  lament  not  the  lofs  of  God,  becaufe 
they  never  knew  his  excellency,  nor  the  lofs  of  that  holy 
doyment  and  fociety,  for  they  were  never  fenfible 
what  they  were  worth.  A  man  that  loll  a  jev 
rook  it  but  for  a  common  (lone,  is  never  troubled  at 
his  lofs  ;  but  when  he  comes  to  know  what  he  has  loit, 
then  he  lamentcth  it. 

Though  the  undcrfiandings  of  the  damned  will  not 
then  be  fanclifted  ;  yet  they  wiil  be  cleaved  from  a 
multitude  of  errors.  They  think  now  that  their  ho- 
nour, their  eilates,  their  pleafures,  their  health  and  life, 
trester  worth  their  labour,  than  the  things  of  another 
world  ;  but  thefe  things  which  had  their  hearts,  have- 
left  them  in  mifery  :  when  they  know  by  experience, 
the  things  which  before  they  did  but  read  and  hear  of, 
they  will  be  quite  of  another  mind.  They  would  not 
believe  that  water  would  drown,  till  they  were  in  the 
feaj  nor  that  the  fire  would  burn,  till  they  were  call 
into  it:  but  when  they  feel  it  they  wiil  eafily  believe. 
i\ll  that  error  of  their  mind,  which  made  them  fet  light 
by  God,  and  abhor  his  worfhip,  and  vilify  his  peopie, 
v  ill  then  be  removed  by  experience  ;  their  knowledge 
{hall  be  increafed,  that  their  forrows  may  be  increafed, 
Doubtlefs  thefe  poor  fouls  would  be  (comparatively) 
happy,  if  their  understandings  were  wholly  taken  from 
them,  if  they  had  no  more  knowledge  than  idiots,  or 
brute  beails  ;  or  if  they  knew  no  more  in  hell,  than 
did  upon  earth,  their  lofs  and  mifery  would  then 
lefs  trouble  tfcem. 

How  happy  would  they  then  think  themfelves,  if 
they  did  not  know  there  was  fuch  a  place  as  heaven? 
!\ow  when  their  knowledge  would  help  to  prevent 
their  mifery,  they  will  not  know:  but  then  when  their 
knowledge  will  but  feed  the  confuming  fire,  they  (hall 
know  whether  they  will  or  no. 

2.  The  lofs  of  heaven  will  more  torment  them  then, 
becaufe  as  the  undemanding  will  be  cleared,  Fo  it  wilj 
be  more  enlarged,  and  made  more  capacious,  to  con- 
ceive the   worth   of  that  glory    which    they   have  loft. 

The'  ttrength   of  their  apprehenfions,  as   well  as  the 
truth  of  ihem,  will  then  be  increafed.     What  deep  ap- 
prehenfions 
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prehenfions  of  the  wrath  of  God,  of  the  madnefs  of 
finning,  of  the  mifery  of  finners,  have  thofe  fouls  that 
now  endure  this  mifery,  in  companion  of  thofe  on 
earth  that  do  but  hear  of  it  ?  What  fenlible  appre- 
henfions  of  the  worth  of  life,  hath  the  condemned  man 
that  is  going  to  be  executed,  in  comparifon  of  what  he 
was  wont  to  have  in  the  time  of  his  profperity  ?  Much 
more  will  the  actual  deprivation  of  eternal  blelTednefs 
make  the  damned  exceeding  apprehenfive  of  thcgreat- 
nefs  of  their  lofs  :  as  a  large  veffel  will  hold  more  water 
than  a  (hell,  fo  will  their  more  enlarged  understandings 
contain  more  matter  to  feed  their  torment,  than  now 
their  ihallow  capacity  can  do. 

3.  And  as  the  damned  will  have  deeper  apprehenfions 
of  the  happinefs  they  have  loft,  fo  will  they  have  a 
clofer  application  of  this  doctrine  to  themfelves,  which, 
will  exceedingly  tend  to  increafe  their  torment.  I; 
will  then  be  no  hard  matter  to  them  to  fay,  This  is  my 
lofs,  and  this  is  my  everlafting  mifery.  The  want  of 
this  is  the  main  caufe  why  they  arc  fo  little  troubled  at 
their  condition:  they  are  hardly  brought  to  believe 
that  there  is  fuch  a  ftate  of  mifery,  but  more  hardly  to 
believe  that  it  is  like  to  be  their  own.  This  makes  fo 
many  fermons  to  be  loll,  and  all  threatnings  and  warn- 
ings prove  in  vain.  Let  a  minifter  of  Chrift  fhew  them 
their  mifery  ever  (o  plainly,  they  will  not  be  perfuaded 
that  they  are  fo  miferable.-rLet  him  tell  them  of  the 
glory  they  mud  lofe,  and  the  fufrerings  they  mull  feel, 
and  thev  think  they  are  not  the  persons  whom  he  means. 
We  find  in  all  our  preaching,  by  fad  experience,,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  hardeft  thingb  in  the  world  to  bring  a  wicked 
man  to  know  that  he  is  wicked  ;  a  man  who  is  in  the 
way  to  hell,  to  know  that  he  is  in  that  way  ;  or  to 
make  a  man  fee  himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  wrath  and  con- 
demnation  :  how  feldom  do  you-  hear  men,  after  thfc 
plaineft  difcovery  of  their  condemned  eilate,  cry  out, 
/  am  the  man  !  Or  to  acknowledge,  that  if  they  die  in 
their  prefem  condition,   they  are  undone  for  ever  l- 

There  is  no  perfuading  men  of  their  mifery  till  they 
feel  it,  except  the  Spirit  of  the  Almighty  perfuade 
them. 

Oh,  but   when   they   find  themfelves  fuddenly  in  the- 
land  of  darknefs,  perceive  b>  the  execuiioa  of  the  fen~ 
G  3  tence. 
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tence  that  they  were  indeed  condemned,  and  feel  them- 
felves in  the  fcorching  flames,  and  fee  that  they  are  (hut 
out  of  the  prefence  of  God  for  ever,  it  will  tl  en  be  no 
fuch  difficult  matter  to  convince  them  of  their  mifcry  ; 
this  particular  application  of  God's  anger  to  them- 
felves, will  then  be  the  eafielt  matter  in  the  world  ; 
then  they  cannot  choofe  but  know  and  apply  it,  whether 
they  will  or  no. 

4.  Again,  as  the  underrtanding  and  confciences  of 
Jinners  wiU  be  ftrengthened,  fo  will  their  affections  bs 
snore  lively  and  enlarged  :  as  their  judgment  will  be  no 
longer  blinded,  nor  conference  ftifled,  fo  the  affeclions 
will  be  no  longer  ftupiiled.  A  hard  heart  now  makes 
heaven  and  hell  feem  but  trifles  :  and  when  we  have 
ihewed  them  everla'iing  glory  and  mifery,  they  are  as 
men  half  afieep,  they  icaice  take  notice  what  we  fay, 
cur  words  are  caff  as  It  ones  againft  a  hard  wall,  which 
ffy  back  in  the  face  of  him  that  caileth  them.  We  talk 
cf  terribly  aftoniming  things,  but  it  is  to  dead  men 
that  cannot  comprehend  it  :  we  fpeak  to  rocks,  rather 
than  to  men  ;  the  earth  will  as  foon  tremble  as  they. 
But  when  thefe  dead  wretches  are  revived,  what  paf- 
fionate  fenfibility  !  What  working  affections  !  What 
pangs  of  horror  !  What  depth  of  forrcw,  will  there 
then  be  !  How  violently  will  they  fly  in  their  own 
faces  !  How  will  they  rage  againft  their  former  mad- 
nefs  !  The  lamentations  of  the  moil  paffionate  wife  for 
the  lofs  of  her  hufoand,  or  of  the  tendered  mother  for 
the  lofs  of  her  children,  will  be  nothing  to  theirs  for  the 
lofs  of  heaven.  O  the  felf  accufmg,  and  tormenting 
fury  of  thofe  forlorn  wretches  1  How  they  will  even 
tear  their  own  hearts,  and  be  God's  executioners  upon 
themfelves  !  I  am  perfuaded,  as  they  themfelves 
•were  the  perfons  that  committed  tine  fin,  and  that  were 
the  meritorious  caufe  of  their  fufferings,  fo  themfelves 
will  be  the  chief  executioners  of  thofe  fufferings ;  God 
will  have  this  for  the  clearing  of  his  juilice<  even  fatan 
himfelf,  as  he  was  not  fo  great  a  caufe  of  their  finning 
as  themfelves,  fo  he  will  not  be  fo  great  an  inilrument 
of  their  torment.  How  happy  would  you  think  your- 
felves  then,  if  you  were  turned  into  rocks,  or  any 
thing  that  had  neither  paffion  nor  fenfe  !  How  happy 
would  you  be,  if  you  could  now  feel  as  lightly  as  yo* 

\vc. 
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were  wont  to  hear !  And  if  you  could  fleep  out  the 
time  of  execution,  as  you  did  the  time  of  the  ferir.ons 
that  warned  you  of  it !  But  your  flupidity  is  gone,  it 
will  not  be. 

c.  Moreover,  it  will  much  increafe  the  torment  of 
the  damned,  that  their  memories  will  be  as  large  and. 
ftrong  as  their  underflanding  and  affections.  Were 
their  loft  never  fo  great,  and  their  (enfe  of  it  never  fo 
paffionate,  yet  if  they  could  but  lofe  the  ufe  of  their 
memory,  thole  pafTions  would  die,  and  that  lofs,  being 
forgotten,  would  little  trouble  them.  but  as  they 
cannot  lay  by  their  life  and  being,  fo  neither  can  they 
lay  afide  any  part  of  that  being.  Underitanding,  con- 
fcience,  affections,  memory,  mult  all  live  to  torment 
them,  which  mould  have  helped  to  their  happinefs. 
And  as  by  thefe  they  ihould  have  fed  upon  the  love  of 
God,  and  drawn  forth  perpetually  the  joys  of  his  pre- 
fence  ;  fo  by  thefe  mult  they  now  feed  upon  the  wrath 
of  God,  and  draw  forth  continually  the  pains  of  his 
able  nee. 

And  yet  thefe  men  would  never  be  brought  to  con- 
fider ;  but  in  the  latter  days  (faith  the  Lord)  they  (hall 
perfectly  confider  it :  when  they  are  enfnared  in  the 
works  of  their  own  hands ;  when  God  hath  arrefted 
them,  and  judgment  is  pail:  upon  them,  and  vengeance 
is  poured  out  upon  them  to  the  full,  then  they  cannot 
c'hoofe  but  confider  it  whether  they  will  or  no.  Now 
they  have  no  leifure  to  confider,  nor  any  room  in  their 
memories  for  the  things  of  another  life  :  But  then  they 
ihall  have  leifure  enough  :  thofe  things  (hall  be  engraven 
upon  the  tables  of  their  hearts.  God  would  have  had  the 
doctrine'  of  their  eternal  date  to  have  been  written  on 
the  polls  of  their  doors,  on  their  houfes,  on  their 
hands,  and  on  their  hearts  :  and  feeing  they  rejected 
this  coun'.el  of  the  Lord,  therefore  ihall  it  be  written 
always  before  them  in  the  place  of  their  thraldom, 
that  which  way  foever  they  look,  they  may  flill  be- 
hold it. 

I  will  briefly  lay  down  fome  of  thofe  confiderations, 
which  will  thus  feed  the  anguiih  of  thefe  damned 
wretches, 

1.  It  will  torment  them  to  think  of  the  greatnefs  of 
4he  glory  which  they  have  loft.     Oh,    if  it  had  been 

that 


fcO       The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.     II.  J  ST. 

that  which  they  could  have  fpared,  it  had  been  a  fmalJ 
matter  :  cr,  it"  it  had  been  a  lofs  reparable  with  any 
thing  elfe  ;  if  it  had  been  health,  or  wealth,  or  friends, 
or  life,  it  had  been  nothing  ;  but  to  lofe  that  exceeding, 
eternal  nxeight  of  glory,—" 

2.  Jt  will  torment  them  to  think  of  thepoflibility  that 
once  they  were  in  of  obtaining  it.  Then  they  will  re- 
member, "  the  time  was,  when  I  was  in  as  fair  a  poflibi- 
lity  of  the  kingdom  as  others  :  I  was  fet  upon  the  ltage 
of  the  world  ;  if  I  had  played  my  part  wifely  and  faith- 
fully, now  I  might  haye  been  amongft  yond-er  bleiTed 
Saints,  who  am  now  tormented  with  thefe  damned 
fiends  !  The  Lord  did  let  before  me  life  and  death, 
and  having  chofen  death,  1  deferve  to  fufTer  it  ;  the 
prize  was  once  held  oat  before  me:  if  I  had  run  well, 
J  might  have  obtained  it;  if  I  had  ftriven,  [might 
have  had  the  mailery  ;  if  1  had  fought  valiantly,  I 
might  have  been  crowned." 

3.  It  will  yet  more  torment  them  to  remember,  not 
only  the  pofiibility,  but  the  great  probability  that  once 
they  were  in  of  obtaining  the  crown.  It  will  then  wound 
them  to  think,  f*  Why,  1  had  once  the  gales  of  the  Spirit 
ready  to  have  aiTiited  me.  I  was  fully  purpofed  to  have 
been  another  man,  to  have  cleaved  to  Chrift,  and  to 
have  forfaken  the  world  :  I  was  almoft  refolved  to  have 
been  wholly  for  God  :  I  had  even  call  off  my  old  com- 
panions :  a*nd  yet  I  turned  back,  and  loir,  my  hold,  and 
broke  my  promifes,  and  flackened  my  purpofes  ;  almoft 
God  had  perfuaded  me  to  be  a  real  Chriftian,  and  yet  I 
conquered  thofe  perfuafions.  What  woi kings  were  in 
my  heart,  when  a  faithful  miniiter  preiTed  home  the 
truth  !  O  how  fair  was  I  once  for  heaven  !  I  had  almoft 
had  it,  and  yet  I  have  loft  it;  if  I  had  but  followed  on 
to  feek  the  Lord,  and  blown  up  the  fparks  of  defire 
which  were  kindled  in  me,  1  had  now  been  bleiTed 
among  the  Saints.." 

4.  Yet  further,  it  will  much  add  to  their  torment  to 
remember,  that  God  hirafelf  did  cond?fcend  to  entreat 
them  :  how  long  he  did  wait,  how  freely  he  did  offer, 
how  lov:.ngl  he  did  invite,  and  how  importunately  he 
did  folicit  thcin  !  Hew  the  Spirit  did  continue  itnving 
with  their  hearts,  as  if  n.e  were  loath  to  t  ke  a  denial  : 
how  Ckrift  ii.ood  knocki:.0  at  the  door  of  their  heart*, 
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fermon  after  fermon,  and  one  fabbath  after  another,  cry- 
ing out,  Open,  firmer,  open  thy  heart  to  the  Saviour, 
and  /  twill  came  in  aid  Jul)  --with  tbse,  and  thou  <w!tb  me. 
Why  dolt  thou  thus  delay?  What  doit  thou  mean,  that 
thou  doft  not  open  immediately  ?  Hoiv  long  Jbal!  thy 
qjain  thoughts  lodge  ikte?     Woe  to  thee,  O  un- 

worthy fmncr!  wilt  thou  not  be  made  clean  r  Wilt  thoa 
not  be  pardoned  and  faflctified,  and  made  happy  ? 
When  lliall  it  once  be?  O  that  thou  wouldit  heaiken 
to  my  word,  and  obey  my  gofpel.  "  Then  fliou-ld  thy 
peace  be  as  a  river,  and  thy  rightcoufnefs  as  the  waves 
of  the  fea  :  though  thy  fins  were  as  red  as  crimfon,  1 
would  make  them  white  as  fnow  :  O  that  thou  waft 
but  wife  to  coniidcr  this  !  And  that  thou  wou'deft  in 
time  remember  thy  latter  end,  before  the  evil  days 
come  upon  thee,  and  the  years  draw  nigh,  when  thou, 
(halt  fay  of  all  thy  vain  delights,  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
them  ?  "  Why  fmner !  Shall  thy  Maker  thus  befpeak 
thee  in  vain!  Shall  the  God  of  ail  the  world  befeech 
thee  to  be  happy,  and  befeech  thee  to  have  pity  upon 
thy  own  foul,  and  wilt  thou  not  regard  him  ?  Why 
did  he  make  thy  ears,  but  to  hear  his  voice  ?  Why 
did  he  make  thy  underftanding  but  to  coniider  ?  Or, 
thy  heart,  but  to  entertain  the  Son  of  his  love  ? 
"  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  confider  thy  ways!  " 
O  how  all  thefe  paffionate  pleadings  of  Christ  will 
paiTionately  tranfport  the  damned  with  felf-indignation  ! 
That  they  will  be  ready  to  tear  out  their  own  hearts. 
How  frefh  will  the  remembrance  of  them  be  it  ill  in 
their  minds  lancing  their  fouls  with  renewed  torments  ? 
What  idt'  condemning  pangs  will  it  raife  within  them, 
to  remember,  how  often  Chrift  would  h?ve  gathered 
them  to  himfelf,  "  Even  as  the  hen  g*thereth  her 
chickens  under  her  wings,  but  they  would  not  ?  " 
Then  will  they  cry  out  againft  themfelves,  How  juftly 
is  all  this  befallen  me  ?  Mull  I  tire  out  the  patience  of 
Chrift?  Muft  I  make  the  God  of  Heaven  to  follow 
me  in  vain,  till  I  had  wearied  him  with  crying  to  me, 
Repent,  return  !  Muft  the  Lord  of  all  the  world  thus 
wait  upon  me,  and  all  in  vain  !  Oh,  how  juftly  is  that 
patience  now  turned  into  fury,  which  falls  upon  my 
ioul  with  irrefiftible  violence  !  When  the  Lord  cried 
Out  to  me  in  his  word,    «<  How  long  will  it  be  before 
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rhou  wilt  be  made  clean  and  holy  !  "  ■  My  heart,  ov  at 
h?.{i  my  practice  anf.vered,  Never  :  I  will  never  be  fo 
precffe  :  and  now  when  I  cry  out,  How  Jong  will  it  be 
till  I  be  freed  from  this  torment,  and  faved  with  the 
Saints  !  How  jufUy  do  I  receive  the  anfwer  !  Never, 
r.eva-l  O  (inner,  I  befeech  thee,  for  thy  own  fake, 
thinkof  this  uhile  the  voice  of  mercy  foundeth  in  thine 
ears  !  Yet  patience  continueth  waiting  upon  thee:  canfV 
thou  think  it  will  do  fo  1U11  ?  Yet  the  offer*  of  Chrift 
snd  life,  are  made  to  thee  in  the  gofpel,  and  the  hand 
of  God  t5  ftretched  out  to  thee;  but  will  it  ftill  be 
thus  ?  The  Spirit  hath  not  yet  done  ftfiving  with  thy 
heart:  but  cfoft  thou  know  how  foon  he  may  turn  away, 
and  give  thee  over  to  a  reprobate  mind  ?  Thou  haft  yet 
life,  and  time,  and  ibength,  and  means  ;  but  doJ^  thou 
think  this  life  will  always  lait  ?  Oh  "feek  the  Lord 
while  he  may  be  found,  and  call  upon  him  while  lie  is 
near  :  "  "  he  that  hath  an  ear  to  'hear  let  him  hear  * 
what  Chrift  now  fpeaketh  to  his  foul.  And,  '*  To-day 
while  it  is  called  to-day,  harden  not  your  hearts,  lc:t 
he  fwear  in  his  wrath  that  you  (hall  never  enter  into- 
his  Reft."  For  ever  blefled  is  he,  that  hath  an  heart 
and  ear,  while  Ghrift  hath  a  calling  voice. 

5.  Again,  i!.  will  be  a  molt  cutting  coniidcration  to 
thefe,  to  remember  on  what  eafy  terms  they  might  have 
efcaped  their  mifery.  If  their  work  had  been  to  remove 
mountains,  to  conquer  kingdoms,  then  the  impOiiibiiity 
would  fomewhat  ailuage  the  rage  of  their  felf-accuhng 
conference.  If  their  conditions  for  heaven  had  been, 
the  fatisfying  of  juitice  for  all  their  tranfgrefiiens,  the 
fuffering  of  all  that  the  law  lay  upon  them,  or  bearing 
the  burthen  which  Chrift  was  fain  to  bear  ;  this  werer 
nothing  but  to  fufler  hell  to  efcape  hell.  But  their  con- 
ditions were  of  another  nature.  The  yoke  was  eafy, 
and  the  burthen  was  light,  which  Jefus  Chrifl  would 
have  laid  upon  them  ;  his  commandments  were  not 
grievous.  It  was  but  to  repent,  and  accept  him  as  their 
Saviour;  ftady  his  will,  and  feek  his  face;  to  for  fake 
all  other  happinefs,  but  that  which  he  offereth  us, 
and  to  take  the  Lord  alone  for  our  fupreme  Good  j  to 
renounce  the  government  of  the  world  and  the  flefh,  and 
to  fubmit  to  his  meek  and  gracious  government ;  to 
forfake   the  ways  ©f  our  own  devifing,  and  to  walk  ia 

his 
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his  holy,  delightful  way;  to  engage  ourfelves  to  this  by 
covenant  with  him,  and  to  continue  faithful  in  that  co- 
venant. 

Thefe  were  the  terms  on  which  they  might  have  en- 
joyed the  kingdom.  And  was  there  any  thing  unreafon- 
able  in  all  this  ?  Was  it  a  hard  bargain  to  have  heaven 
upon  thefe  conditions  ? 

When  the  poor  wretch  fhall  look  back  upon  thefe  eafy 
terms  which  he  refufed,  and  compare  the  labour  of 
them  with  the  pains  and  lofs  which  he  there  fuftaineth, 
it  cannot  be  now  conceived  how  it  will  rend  his  very 
heart !  "  Ah,  thinks  he,  how  juflly  do  I  fuffer  all  this, 
who  would  not  be  at  fo  final]  pains  to  avoid  it?  Where 
was  my  understanding  when  I  negle&ed  thy  gracious 
offer  :  when  1  called  the  Lord  a  hard  mafter  ?  And 
thought  his  pleafant  fervice  to  be  a  bondage,  and  the 
fervice  of  the  devil  and  my  flefh  to  be  the  only  free- 
dom ?  Was  I  not  a  thoufand  times  worfe  than  mad, 
when  I  cenfured  the  holy  way  of  God,  as  needlefs 
precifenefs  ?  And  cried  out  on  it,  as  an  intolerable 
burthen?  When  I  thought  the  laws  of  Chrill  too  Uriel  : 
and  all  too  much,  that  I  did  for  the  life  to  come  ?  O 
what  had  all  the  trouble  of  duty  been,  in  companion 
of  the  trouble  1  now  fultain  ?  Or  all  the  fuiferings  for 
Chriil:  and  well-domg,  in  comparifon  of  thefe  fufferings 
that  1  rouft  undergo  forever?  What  if  I  had  fpent  my 
days  in  the  ftri&ell  manner?  What  if  1  had  lived  ilill  upon 
my  knees  ?  What  if  I  had  loft  my  ciec.it  with  men  ? 
And  had  been  hated  of  all  men  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  ? 
And  bore  the  reproach  of  the  fooliih  ?  What  if  1  had 
been  impriioned,  or  banilhed,  or  put  to  death  ?  O, 
what  had  all  this  been  to  the  miferies  that  I  now  fuffer? 
Would  not  the  heaven  which  I  have  loir,  have  recom- 
penfed  all  my  loffes  ?  And  fhould  not  all  my  fuiTerings 
have  been  there  forgotten  ?  What  if  Chriil  had  bid 
me  do  fome  great  matter  ?  As,  to  live  in  continual  tears 
and  forrow,  to  fuffer  death  a  hundred  times  over? 
(Which  he  did  not.)  Should  I  not  have  done  it?  How 
much  more  when  he  only  laid,  "  Believe  and  be  fated  : 
feek  my  face,  and  thy  foul  iliall  live  :  love  me  above 
all,  walk  in  my  fweet  and  holy  way,  take  up  thy  crofs 
and  follow  me,  and  I  will  fave  thee  from  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  I  will  give  thee  everlalting  life."  O  gracious 
2  offer  1 
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offer  !     O  cafy  terms  !     O  curfed    wretch,  that  would 
not  be  perfuaded  to  accept  them  ! 

6.  This  alio  will  be  a  moil  tormenting  consideration, 
to  remember  what  they  ibid  their  eternal  welfare  for. 
When  they  compare  the  value  of  the  pleal".;res  of  fin, 
with  the  value  of  the  rccom pence  of  reward,  how  will 
the  vaft  disproportion  aftoniih  them  !  To  think  of  a 
few  plcafant  cups  or  fweet  morfels,  a  little  eafe,  or  how 
to  delight  the  flefh  ;  artd  then  to  t-hink  of  evcrlaiiing 
glory  !  What  a  vaft  diiierence  between  them  will  then 
appear  ?  To  think,  "  This  is  all  I  had  for  my  foul,  my 
God,  my  hopes  of  blefiednefs!  "  It  cannot  poffcbly  be 
?\  pre(Ted  how  thefe  thoughts  will  tear  the  fmner's  heart. 
Tiun  will  he  exclaim  againft  his  folly,  "  O  miferable 
wretch  !  Did  I  fet  my  fowl  to  fale  for  to  bafe  a  price  !  Did 
I  part  with  my  God  for  a  little  dirt  and  dvofs  ?  And  fell 
my  Saviour  as  Judas,  for  a  little  hlver  ?  O  for  how 
fmall  a  matter  have  I  parted  with  my  happinefs  !  1  had 
but  a  dream  of  delight,  for  my  hopes  of  heaven,  and 
now  I  am  waked,  it  is  all  vrmifhed  :  where  are  now  my 
honours  and  attendance?  My  morfels  are  now  turned 
to  gall,  and  my  cup  to  wormwood.  They  delighted 
me  no  longer  than  while  they  were  pafling  down  ;  and 
is  this  all  that  I  have  had  for  the  ineftiir.able  treafure  ? 
O  what  a  mad  exchange  I  did  make  ?  What  if  I  had 
gained  all  the  world,  and  loft  mv  foul  ?  But  alas  1  How 
fraall  a  part  of  the  world  was  it,  for  which  [  gave  up 
my  part  of  glory  ?  "  O  that  fmners  would  think  of 
this,  when  they  are  fwimming  in  delights,  andiludying 
to  be  rich  and  honourable  !  When  they  are  defperately 
venturing  upon  known  trail fgiciiions,  and  finning 
againft  "the  checks  of  confeience  ! 

7.  Yet  much  more  will  it  add  unto  their  torment, 
when  they  confider  that  all  this  was  their  own  doing, 
and  that  they  wilfully  procured  their  own  deitruction  : 
had  they  been  forced  to  fin,  it  would  mueii  abate  the 
xage  of  their  confoknees,  or  if  they  were  puniihed  for 
another  man's  traiifgreffions;  or  if  any  other  had  been 
the  chief  author  of  their  ruin  :  but  to  think,  that  it 
was  the  choice  of  their  own  wills,  and  that  God  had  fet 
them  in  fo  free  a  condition,  that  none  in  the  world 
could  have  forced  them  to  fin  againft  their  wills,  this 
will  be  a  gripiDg  thought.  "What  (thinks  this  wretched 
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creature)  had  I  not  enemies  enough  in  the  world,  but 
I  rauft  be  an  enemy  to  myfelf !  God  would  neither 
give  the  devil  nor  the  world  fo  much  power  over  me, 
as  to  force  me  to  commit  the  leaft  tranfgreffion.  If  I 
had  not  confented,  their  temptations  had  been  in  vain  ; 
they  could  but  entice  mc,  it  was  myfelf  that  yielded, 
and  did  the  evil  ;  and  mult  I  needs  lay  hands  upon  my 
own  foul,  and  embrue  my  hands  in  my  own  blood  ? 
Who  mould  pity  me,  who  pitied  not  myfelf,  and  who 
brought  all  this  upon  mine  own  head?  Never  did 
God  do  me  any  good,  or  offer  me  any  thing  for  the 
welfare  of  my  foul,  but  I  refilled  him  :  he  hath  heaped 
mercy  upon  me,  and'  renewed  one  deliverance  after 
another,  to  entice  my  heart  to  him,  and  yet  I  was  never 
heartily  willing  to  i'eive  him  :  he  had  gently  chailifed 
me,  and  made  mc  groan  under  the  fruit  of  my  difobe- 
dierrce,  and  yet,  though  1  promifed  largely  in  my 
affliction,  1  was  never  unfeignedly  willing  to  obey  him." 

Thus  will  it  gnaw  the  hearts  of  thefe  wretches  to  re- 
member, that  they  were  the  cauie  of  their  own  undo- 
ing :  and  that  they  wilfully  and  obftinately  perfitted  in 
their  rebellion,  and  were  mere  volunteers  in  the  fervicc 
of  the  devil.  They  would  venture,  they  would  go  on, 
they  would  not  hear  him  that  fpoke  againft  it  :  God 
called  to  them  to  hear  and  ftay,  but  they  would  not: 
men  called,  confeience  called,  and  faid  to  them,  (as 
Pilate's  wife,)  "  Have  nothing  to  do  with  that  hateful 
fm  ;  for  I  have  fuftered  many  things  becaufe  of  it  :" 
but  they  would  not  hear;  their  will  was  their  law,  their 
rule,  and  their  ruin. 

8.  Laitly.  It  will  yet  make  the  wound  in  their  con- 
fciences  much  deeper,  when  they  (hall  remember,  that 
it  was  not  only  their  own  doing,  but  that  they  were  at 
fo  much  coft  and  pains  for  their  own  damnation.  What 
great  undertakings  did  they  engage  in  to  efFefl  their 
ruin,  to  refill  God,  to  conquer  the  Spirit,  to  overcome 
the  power  of  mercies,  judgments,  and  the  Word  itlelf, 
to  filence  confeience  ?  All  this  they  did  take  upon  them 
and  perform.  What  a  number  of  fins  did  they  manage 
at  once  ;  what  dirricultieb  did  they  let  upon  !  Even  the 
conquering  the  power  of  reafon  itfelf.  What  dangers 
did  they  adventure  on,  though  they  walked  in  conti- 
H  nual 
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nual  danger  of  the  wrath  of  God,  and  knew  he  could 
lay  them  in  the  dull  in  a  moment ;  though  they  knew 
they  lived  in  danger  of  eternal  perdition,  yet  would 
they  run  upon  all  this.  What  did  they  forfake  for  the 
fervice  of  faun,  and  the  pleafures  of  fin,!  They  for- 
fook  their  conicience,  their  belt  friends,  their  hopes  of 
falvation. 

Oh  the  labour  that  k  cofts  poor  wretches  to  be. 
damned  1  Sobriety  they  might  have  at  a  cheaper  rate, 
and  a  great  deal  of  health  and  eafe  too  ;  and  yet  they 
will  rather  have  gluttony  and  drunkennefs,  with  pover- 
ty, and  fhame,  and  ficknefs,  with  the  outcries  and  la- 
mentations of  wife  and  children,  and  conicience  itfelf. 
Contentednefs  they  might  have  with  eafe  and  delight; 
yet  will  they  rather  have  covetoufnefs  and  ambition  ; 
though  it  cod  them  fludy,  and  cares,  and  fears,  and 
labour  of  body  and  mind,  and  continual  unquietnefg 
and  diftra&ion  of  fpirit.  Though  their  anger  be  no- 
thing but  a  tormenting  themfelves,  and  revenge  and 
envy  confume  their  fpirits,  and  keep  them  upon  a  con- 
tinual rack  ;  though  uncleannefs  deftroy  their  bodies, 
and  eilates,  and  names ;  yet  will  they  do  and  fuffer  all 
this,  rather  than  fuffer  their  fouls  to  be  faved. 

O  how  the  reviews  of  this  will  feed  the  flames  in 
hell !  With  what  rage  will  thefe  damned  wretches 
curfe  themfelves,  and  fay,  "Was  damnation  worth  all 
my  coll  and  pains  ?  Was  it  not  enough  that  1  perifhed 
through  my  negligence,  and  that  I  fat  ilill  while  fatan 
played  his  game,  but  I  muft  feek  fo  diligently  my  own 
perdition  ?  Might  I  not  have  been  damned  on  free 
coil,  but  E  mull  purchafe  it  fo  dearly  ?  I  thought  I 
could  have  been  faved  without  fo  much  ado;  and  could 
I  not  have  been  deftroyed  without  fo  much  ado  ?  How 
well  is  all  my  care,  and  pains,  and  violence  now  re- 
quited 1  Mull  I  work  out  fo  laborioufly  my  own  dam- 
nation, when  God  commanded  me  to  work  out  my  fair 
vation  ?  O,  if  I  had  done  as  much  for  heaven  as  1  did 
for  hell,  I  had  furely  had  it.  1  cried  out  of  the  tedious 
way  of  godlinefs :  and  yet  I  could  be  at  more  pains  for 
fatan  and  for  death.  If  I  had  loved  Chrill  as  ftrongly 
as  I  did  my  pleafures,  my  profits,  and  honours,  and 
thought  on  him  as  often,  and  fought;  him  as  painfully, 
O  how  happy  had  I  now  been  !     But  jullly  do  I  fuffer 

the 
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the  flames  of  hell,  who  would  rather  buy  them  fo  dear, 
than  have  heaven  when  it  was  purchafed  to  my  hands." 
Thus  I  have  (hewed  you  fame  of  thofe  thoughts 
which  will  aggravate  the  mifery  of  thefe  wretches  for 
ever.  O  that  God  would  perfuade  thee,  who  readeft 
thefe  words,  to  take  up  thefe  thoughts  now,  for  the 
preventing  of  that  inconceivable  calamity,  fo  that  thou 
Hiayeir.  not  take  them  op  in  hell  to  thy  own  torment. 


CHAP.    III. 

They  Jhall  lofe  all  Tbi?tgs  that  are  comfortable,  as  niett  as 
Heave//. 

IJTAVING  (hewed  you  thofe  confederations  which  will 
"*•'*  then  aggravate  their  mifery,  I  am  next  to  (hew  you, 
their  additional  lofles,  which  will  aggravate  it.  For  as 
"  godlinefs  hath  the  promife  both  of  this  life,  and  that 
which  is  to  come  ;"  and  as  God  hath  faid,  "  thai  if  we 
fir  ft  feek  his  kingdom  and  righteoufnefs,  all  things  elfe 
fhall  be  added  to  us  r"  fo  alfo  are  the  ungodly  threat- 
ened with  the  lofs  both  of  fpiritual  and  temporal  bleiT- 
iogs:  and  becaufethey  fought  not  n-rft. Chrift's  kingdom 
and  righteoufnefs,  therefore  ihall  they  lofe  both  it,  and 
that  which  they  did  feek,  and  there  (hall  be  taken  from 
them  even  that  little  which  they  have.  If  they  could 
but  have  kept  their  prefent  enjoyment,  they  would  not 
have  much  cared  for  the  lofs  of  heaven  :  but  catching 
at  the  fhadow  for  the  fubftance,  they  now  find  they  have 
loft  both :  and  that  when  they  rejected  Chrift,  they  re- 
jected all  things.  If  they  had  loft  and  forfaken  all  for 
Chrift,  they  would  have  found  all  again  in  him  ;  for  he 
would  have  been  all  in  all  to  them  :  but  now  they  have 
forfaken  Chrift  for  other  things,  they  (hall  lofe  Chrift, 
and  that  alfo  for  which  they  did  for  fake  him.    ' 

But  I  will  particularly  open  to  you  fome  of  their  other 
lodes. 

i.  They  (hall  lofe  their  prefent  conceit  of  their  in-» 
tereft  in  God,  and  of  his  favour  towards  them,  and  of 
their  part  in  the  merits  and  fufferings  of  Chrift.  This 
falfe  belief  doth  riow  fupport  their  ipirits,  and  defend 
them  from  the  terrors  that  would  elfe  feize  upon  them  : 
but  what  will  eafe  their  trouble  when  this  is  gone  r 
li  2  ,  When 
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When  they  can  believe  no  longer,  they  will  be  quiet  no 
longer,  if  a  man  conceit  that  he  is  in  fafety,  his  con- 
c:eit  may  make  him  cheerful  till  his  mifery  comes,  and 
then  both  his  conceit  and  comforts  vanifh. 

There  is  none  of  this  believing  in  hell;  nor  any  per- 
fuafions  of  pardon  or  happinefs,  nor  any  boailing  of 
their  honeily,  nor  juftifying  themfelves.  This  was  but 
faran's  llratagerh,'  that  being  blindfold,  they  might  fol- 
low him  the  more  boldly;  but  then  he  will  uncover 
their  eyes,  and  they  fhall  fee  where  they  are. 

2.  Another  addition  to  the  mifery  of  the  damned 
will  be  this  :  that  with  the  lofs  of  heaven,  they  fhall 
lofe  all  their  hopes.  In  this  life,  though  they  were 
threatened  with  the  wrath  of  God,  yet  their  hope  of 
efcaping  it  did  bear  up  their  hearts.  We  can  now 
fcarce  {'peak  with  the  vileft  drunkard,  or  fwearer,  or 
fcorner,  but  he  hopes  to  be  faved  for  all  this.  O  happy 
world,  if  falvation  were  as  common  as  this  hope  ;  even 
thofe  whofehellifh  nature  is  written  in  the  face  of  their 
ccnverfation,  whofe  tongues  plead  the  caufe  of  the 
devil,  and  fpeak  the  language  of  hell ;  yet  ftrongly 
hope  for  heaven,  though  the  God  of  heaven  has  told 
them  no  fuch  fhall  ever  come  there.  Nay,  fo  itrong 
are  nen's  hopes,  that  they  will  difpute  the  caufe  with 
ChriH  himlelf  at  judgment,  and  plead  "  their  eating 
and  drinking  in  his  prefence,  their  preaching  in  his 
name,  and  calling  out  devils,"  (and  thefe  are  more 
probable  arguments  than  our  baptifm,  and  common 
profeiTion,  and  name  of  Chriitians,)  they  will  flifly 
deny  that  ever  they  negkSted  Cbrift,  in  hunger,  nakednefs* 
pr/jln,  till  Chrift  confute  them  with  the  fentence  of 
their  condemnation.  Though  the  heart  of  their  hopes 
will  be  broken  at  their  death,  yetitfeems,  they  would 
fain  plead  for  fuch  hope  at  the  general  judgment. 

Bur,  O  the  fad  ftate  of  thefe  men,  when  they  raufr. 
bid  farewel  to  all  their  hopes !  When  their  hopes  ft-all 
all  perifh  with  them  !  "The  eyes  of  the  wicked  (hall 
fail,  and  their  hope  (hall  be  as  the  giving  up  of  the 
ghoft.,>  The  giving  up  of  the  ghoft  is  a  fit  but  terrible 
refemblance  of  a  wicked  man's  giving  up  his  hopes. 

For  Firft,  as  the  foul  departeth  not  from  the  body 
without  the  greateft  pain,  fo  doth  the  hope  of  the 
wicked  depart,    Q  the  pangs  that  feize  upon. the  foul 

of 
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of  a  firmer  at  death  and  judgment,  when  he  is  parting 
with  all  his  hopes ! 

Secondly,  The  foal  departeth  from  the  body  fnd- 
denly,  in  a  moment,  which  hath  there  delightfully 
continued  fo  many  years ;  juft  fo  doth  the  hope  of  the 
wicked  depart. 

Thirdly,  The  foul  which  then  departeth,  will  never 
return  to  live  with  the  body  in  this  world  any  more; 
and  the  hope  of  the  wicked,  when  it  departeth,  taketh 
an  everlafting  farewel  of  his  foul.  A  miracle  Of  re- 
furreclion  (hall  again  conjoin  the  foul  and  body,  but 
there  fhall  be  no  fuch  miraculous  refurre&ion  of  the 
damned's  hope. 

Methinks  it  is  the  mod  doleful  fpeclacle  that  thi9 
world,affords,  to  fee  an  ungodly  perfon  dying  ;  his  foul 
and  hopes  departing  together  1  With  what  a  fad  change 
he  appears  in  another  world  !  Then  if  a  man  could  but 
fpeak  with  that  hopelefs  foul,  and  afk  it,  Are  you  now 
as  confident  of  falvation  as  you  were  wont  to  be  ?  Do 
you  now  hope  to  be  faved  as  foon  as  the  moil  godly  ? 
O  what  a  fad  anfvver  would  he  return  ! 

O  that  carelefs  finners  would  be  awakened  to  think 
of  this  in  time!  If  thou  be  one  of  them,  who  art 
reading  thefe  lines,  I  do  here,  as  a  friend,  advife  thee, 
that  as  thou  wouldil  not  have  nil  thy  hopes  deceive 
thee,  when  thou  haft  moil  need,  thou  prefently  try 
them,  whether  they  will  prove  current  at  the  touchftonc 
of  the  Scripture  ;  and  if  thou  find  them  unfound,  let 
them  go,  whatfoever  forrow  this  may  coft  thee.  Reft  not 
till  thou  canft  give  a  reafon  of  all  thy  hopes :  till  thou 
canft  prove  that  they  are  hopes  which  grace,  and  not 
nature  hath  wrought ;  that  they  are  grounded  upon 
Scripture-promifes  ;  that  they  purify  thy  heart ;  that 
they  quicken  thy  endeavours  in  godlinefs;  that  the 
more  thou  hopeft,  the  lefs  thou  finneft,  and  the  more 
painful  thou  art  in  following  on  thy  work,  and  noc 
grown  more  loofe  and  carelefs  by  the  increafing  of 
thefe  hopes  :  that  thou  art  willing  to  have  them  tried, 
and  fearful  of  being  deceived ;  that  tney  ftir  up  thy  de- 
firesof  enjoying  what  thou  hopeft  for,  and  that  deferring 
thereof  is  the  trouble  of  thy  heart. 

There  is  a  hope  which  is  a  fmgular  grace  and  dutyj 
and  there  is  a  hope  which  is  a  notorious  dangerous  fin  z 

a  3  fo ' 
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fo  confequently  there  is  a  defpair  which  is  abfolutely 
neceiiary  to  thy   falvation. 

I  would  not  have  thee  defpair  of  the  fufliciency  of 
the  blood  of  Chrilt  to  lave  thee,  if  thou  believe,  and 
heartily  obey  him  ;  nor  of  the  willingnefs  of  God  to 
pardon  and  lave  thee,  if  thou  be  fuch  an  one;  nor  yet 
abfolutely  of  thy  own  falvation,  becaufe  while  there 
is  life  and  time,  there  is  hope  of  thy  converiion,  and 
fo  of  thy  falvation  ;  nor  would  I  draw  thee  to  defpair 
of  finding  Chriit,  if  thou  doll  but  heartily  feck  him; 
but  this  is  the  defpair  that  I  would  perfuade  thee  to, 
as  thou  loveft  thy  foal ;  that  thou  defpair  of  ever  being 
faved,  except  thou  be  born  again  ;  or  of  feeing  God 
without  holinefs  ;  or  el'cape  perifhing,  except  thou  fud- 
dcnly  repent;  or  of  ever  having  part  in  Chrilt,  except 
thou  love  him  above  father,  mother,  or  thine  own  life  : 
or  of  ever  truly  loving  God.  or  being  his  fervant,  whirit 
tnou  loveft  the  world,  and  ferveft  it. 

Theie  things  I  would  have  thee  defpair  of,  and 
whatever  elfe  God  hath  told  thee  ihall  never  come  to 
pafs.  And  when  thou  haft  fadly  fearched  into  thine 
own  heart,  and  findeft  thyfelf  in  any  of  thefe  cafes,  I 
would  have  thee  defpair  of  ever  being  faved  in  the  (late 
thou  art  in.  This  kind  of  defpair  is  one  of  the  firlt 
Heps  to  heaven. 

Coniider,  if  a  man  be  quite  oat  of  his  way,  what 
muil  be  the  firft  means  to  bring  him  in  again?  Why 
a  defpair  of  ever  coming  to  his  journey's  end,  in  the 
way  that  he  is  in.  If  his  home  be  eaftward,  and  he 
is  going  weftward,  as  long  as  he  hopes  he  is  in  the 
right,  he  will  go  on;  and  as  long  as  he  goes  on 
hoping,  he  goes  on  further  amifs.  Therefore  when  he 
meets  with  fomebody  that  affures  him  he  is  clean  out  of 
the  way,  and  brings  him  to  defpair  of  coming  home 
except  he  turn  back  again ;  then  he  will  return,  and 
then  he  may  hope. 

Why  finner,  juft  fo  it  is  with  thy  foul :  thou  art  out 
of  the  way  to  heaven,  and  in  that  way  thou' haft  pro- 
ceeded many  a  year  :  yet  thou  goeft  on  quietly,  and 
hopeft  to  be  faved,  becaufe  thou  art  not  fo  bad  as 
many  others.  Why,  I  tell  thee,  except  thou  throw 
away  thefe  hopes,  and  fee  that  thou  haft  all  this  while 
hwa  quite  out  of  the  way  to  heaven;    I  fay,  till  thou 

be 
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be  brought  to  this,  thou  wilt  never  return  and  be* 
faved.  Who  will  turn  out  of  his  way  while  he  hopes 
he  is  right !  Remember  what  I  fay  ;  till  thou  feel 
God  convincing  thee,  that  the  way  which  thou  halt 
lived  in  will  not  ferve  thy  turn,  and  fo  break  down  thy 
former  hopes,  there  is  yet  no  faving  work  wrought 
upon  thee,  how  well  foever  thou  mayell  hope  of  thyfelf. 
Yea,  thus  much  more,  if  any  thing  keep  thy  foul  out 
of  heaven,  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  likelier  to  do 
it,  than  thy  falfe  hopes  of  being  laved,  while  thou  art 
out  of  the  way  to  falvation. 

3.  Another  additional  lofs  aggravating  their  lofs  of 
heaven,  is  this,  they  fhal!  lofe  all  their  carnal  mirth; 
they  will  fay  to  themfelves  (as  Solomon  doth)  of  their 
laughter,  thou  art  mad;  and  of  their  mirth,  <what  doeji 
thou?  Ecclef.  ii.  2.  Their  pleafant  conceits  are  then 
ended,  and  their  merry  tales  aie  all  told.  Their  mirth 
nuas  but  as  the  crackling  of  thorns  unaer  a  pot,  Ecclef.  vii.  6. 
It  made  a  blaze  for  a  while,  but  it  was  prefently  gone, 
and  will  return  no  more.  They  fcorned  to  entertain 
any  faddening  thoughts  :  the  talk  of  death  and  judg- 
ment was  irkfome  to  them,  becaufe  it  damped  their 
jnirth  ,*  they  could  not  endure  to  think  of  their  fin,  or 
danger,  becaufe  thefe  thoughts  did  fadden  their  fpirit : 
they  knew  not  what  it  was  to  weep  for  fin,  or  to 
humble  themfelves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God  ; 
they  could  laugh  away  forrow,  and  iing  away  cares, 
and  drive  away  thefe  melancholy  thoughts  :  they 
thought  if  they  fhould  meditate,  and  pray,  and  mourn, 
as  the  godly  do,  their  lives  would  be  a  continual 
mifery. 

Alas,  poor  fouls  !  What  a  mifery  then  will  that  life 
be,  where  you  (hall  have  nothing  but  forrow  ;  intenfe, 
heart-piercing,  multiplied  forrow  ?  When  you  mail 
have  neither  the  joys  of  the  Saints,  nor  your  own 
former  joys  ?  Do  you  think  there  is  one  merry  heart 
in  hell  ?  Or  one  joyful  countenance,  or  jelling  tongue  ? 
You  cry  now,  a  little,  mirth  is  nuorth  a  great  deal  of 
forrotu :  but  furc  a  little  godly  forrow,  which  would 
have  ended  in  eternal  joy,  had  been  more  worth  than 
a  great  deal  of  your  fooliih  mirth,  which  will  end 
in  forrow. 

4.  Another 
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4.  Another  additional  lofs  will  be  this:  they  fhall 
lofe  all  their  ienfual  delights  ,  that  which  they  efleemed 
their  chief  good,  their  heaven,  their  god,  mufl  they 
lofe,   as  well  is  God  himfelf. 

O  what  a  fall  will  the  proud  ambitious  man  have 
from  the  top  of  his  honours  !  As  his  dull  and  bones 
will  not  be  known  from  the  duft  and  bones  of  the* 
poorefl  beggars;  fo  neither  will  his  foul  be  honoured 
or  favoured  any  more  than  theirs.  What  a  number  of 
the  great,  noble,  and  learned,  are  now  (hut  out  of  the 
prefence  of  Chrift  !  They  are  (hut  out  of  their  well 
contrived  houfes,  and  fumptuous  buildings  ;  their 
comely  chambers,  with  coftly  hangings  ;  their  foft 
beds,  and  eafy  couches.  They  {hall  not  find  their  gal- 
lant walks,  their  curious  gardens  with  variety  of  beau- 
teous fruits  and  flowers  :  their  rich  paftures  and  pleafunt 
meadows,  and  plenteous  harveft,  and  flocks  and  herds. 
Their  tables  will  not  be  fpread  and  furniihed,  nor  they 
fo  punctually  attended  and  obferved.  They  have  not 
their  variety  of  dainty  fare,  or  feveral  courfes  to  pica  fa 
their  appetites  to  the  full.  The  rich  man  there  fareth 
not  delicioufly  every  day,  neither  fhall  he  wear  there 
his  purple  and  fine  linen. 

O  that  fmners  would  remember  this  in  the  midil  of 
their  jollity,  and  fay  one  to  another,  we  mufl  fhortly 
reckon  for  this.  Will  the  remembrance  of  it  then  be 
comfortable  or  terrible  ?  Will  thefe  delights  accompany 
us  to  another  world  ?  How  fhall  we  look  each  other  in 
the  face,  if  we  meet  in  hell?  Will  not  the  memorial 
of  them  be  then  our  torment  ?  Come,  as  we  have 
finned  together,  let  us  pray  together  before  we  ftir, 
that  God  would  pardon  us  ;  and  let  us  enter  into  a 
promife  to  one  another  that  we  will  do  this  no  more, 
but  will  meet  together  in  the  worfhip  of  God,  and 
help  one  another  towards  heaven,  as  oft  as  we  have  met 
for  our  finful  merriments  in  helping  to  deceive  and  de- 
ftrov  each  other. — This  would  be  the  way  to  prevent 
this  lorrow,  andacourfe  that  would  comfort  you,  when 
you  fhouid  look  back  upon  it  hereafter. 

ft  CHAP, 
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CHAP.    IV. 

The  Creatnefs  of  the  Torments  of  the  Damned  difcovered, 

HAVING  thus  fhewed  you  how  grent  their  lofs  is, 
who  are  fhui  out  of  Reft,  and  how  it  will  be  ag- 
gravated by  thofe  additional  IclTcs  which  will  accom- 
pany it,  I  fhall  next  here  {hew  you  the  grcatnefs  ot 
thofe  pofitive  fufFerings  which  will  accompany  this 
lofs.  But  I  will  not  meddle  with  the  quality  of  thofe 
fufFerings,  but  only  fhew  their  greatnefs  in  fome  few 
difcoveries,  left  the  carelefs  fmncr,  while  he  hears  of  no 
other  punifhment  but  that  of  lofs,  fhouid  think  he  cjn 
Bear  that  well  enough.  Thnt  there  are  befides  the  lofs 
of  happinefs,  actual,  fenfible  torments  for  the  damned, 
is  a  matter  beyond  al!  doubt,  and  that  they  will  be 
exceeding  great,  may  appear  by  thefe  arguments  fol- 
lowing : 

I.  From  the  principal  author  of  them,  which  is  Goo! 
himfelf :  a?  it  was  no  lefs  a  being  than  God  whom  the 
(inner  had  offended,  foit  is  no  other  than  God  that  will 
punifh  them  for  their  offences.  He  hath  prepared  thofe 
torments  for  his  enemies.  His  continued  anger  will  ft.Il 
be  devouring  them.  His  breath  of  indignation  will 
kindle  the  flames.  His  wrath  will  be  an  intolerable 
burthen  to  their  fouls.  If  it  were  but  a  creature  that 
they  had  to  do  with,  they  might  better  bear  it.  But 
woe  to  him  that  falls  under  the  ftrokes  of  the  AU 
mighty  !  They  ihali  feel  to  their  forrow,  "  that  it  is 
a  feaiful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God." 
It  were  nothing  in  companion  to  this,  if  all  the  world 
were  againft  them,  or  if  the  ftrength  of  all  the  creatures 
were  united  in  one  to  inflict  their  penalty.  What  a 
confuming  fire  is  his  wrath  ?  If  it  be  kindled  here,  and 
that  but  a  little,  how  do  we  wither  before  it,  as  the  grafs 
that  is  tut  down  before  the  fun  ?  How  foon  doth  our 
ftrength  decay  and  turn  to  weaknefs,  and  our  beauty 
to  deformity  ?  The  flames  do  not  fo  eafily  run  through 
the  dry  ftubble,  as  the  wrath  of  God  will  feed  upon 
thefe  wretches.     Oh,  they  that  could  not  bear  a  prifoa 

or 
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or  a  gibbet,  for  Chrift,  force  a  few  fcorns,  how  will 
they  now  bear  the  devouring  fire  ? 

2.  The  place  or  Mate   of  torment,   is  purpofely  or- 
dained for    the  glorifying  of  God's  juftice.     As  all  the 
works  of  God  are  great  and   wonderful,  fo  thofe  above 
all,    which    were   fpecinlly    intended    for  the  eminent 
advancing  of  feme  of  his  attributes.     When  he  would 
glorify  his  power,    he  made  the  worlds.     This  comely 
order  of  all,  and  lingular  creatures,  declare  his  wifdom. 
His  Providence  is  (hewn,  in  fuftaining  all  things  and 
maintaining  order,    and   attaining  his  excellent    ends, 
among  ft  the  confufed,    perverfe,  tumultuous  agitation 
of  a    world   of   wicked,    foolifh,     felf-deftroying    mif- 
creants.     When  a  fpark  of  this  wra'h  doth  kindle  upon 
the  earth,  the  whole  world,    fave  only  eight  perfons, 
are  drowned.     Sodom,    Gomorrah,    Admah,  and  7.e» 
boim,  are  burnt  with  fire  from  heaven,  to  alhes.     The 
fea  (huts  her  mouth  upon  fome.    The  earth  doth  open 
and  fwallow  otheis.     The  peftilence  deftroyeth  them 
by  thoufands.    The  prefent. deplorable  ftate  of  the  Jews 
may  fullv  teftify  this  to  the  world.     And  yet  the  glo- 
rifying of  the  two  great  attributes  of  mercy  and  juftice, 
is  intended  mod   eminently  for  the  life  to  come.       As 
therefore  when  God  will  purpofely  glorify  his  mercy* 
he  will  do  it  in  a  way  that  is  now  beyond  the  compre- 
henfion  of  the  faints  that  muft  enjoy  it;   fo  that  the 
blood  of  his  Son,  and  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf  imme- 
diately   in    glory,    fhall   not  be  thought  too  high  an 
honour  for  them:  fo  alfo  when  the  time  comes  that  he 
will  purpofelv  manifeft  his  juftice,  it  (hall  appear  to  be 
indeed  the  juftice  of  God.     The  everlafting  flames  of 
hell  will  not  be  thought  too  hot  for  the  rebellious;  and 
•when  they  have  there  burned  through  millions  of  ages, 
he  will   not  repent  him  of  the  evil  which  is  befallen 
them.     Oh,    wo  to  the  foul  that  is  thus  fet  up  for  a 
butt,  for  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  to  fhoot  at !     and 
for  a  bufh  that  muft  burn  in  the  flames  of  his  jealoufy, 
and  never  be  confumed. 

3.  Conftder  who  fhall  be  God's  executioners  of  their 
torment  :    and  that  is,    firft,    fatan  :    fecondly,    them- 

felvesFirft,  He  that  was  here  fo  fuccefsful  in  drawing 

lhixrom  Chrift,  will  then  be  the  inftrument  of  their 

punifhment, 
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punifhment,  for  yielding  to  his  temptations.     It  was  a 
pitiful   light  to  fee  the  man  pofleded,  that  was  bound 
with  chains,    and  lived  among  tombs  .*   and  that  other, 
who    was   cart   into  the  fire   and   into  the  w^cr:  but 
alas,   that  was  nothing  to  the  torment  that  fatan  puts 
them  to  in  hell :    that   is  tho  reward  he  will  give  them 
for  all  their   fervice;    for  rejecling   the  commands  of 
God,  and  forlaking  Chrift,  and  neglecting  their   fouls 
at  his  perfuafion.     Ah,  if  they  had  ferved  Chrift  as 
faithfully  as  they  did  fatan,  he  would  have  given  them 
a  better  reward.     2.  And  it  is  inofl  juft  alio,  that  they 
fhould  there  be  their  own  tormenlors,  that  they  may  fee 
that  their  whole  deftru&ion  is  of  themfelves  ;  and  they 
who  were  wilfully  the  meritorious  caufe,  fhould  alfo  be 
the  efficient  in  their  own  fufferings  :  and  then  who  can 
they  complain  of  but  themfelves  ? 

4.  Conlider  alfo  that  their  torment  will  be  univerfal, 
not  upon  one  part  alone,  while  the  reft  are  free  ;  but 
as  all  have  joined  in  the  fin,  fo  muft  all  partake  of  the 
torment.  The  foul,  as  it  was  the  chief  in  finning,  ihall 
be  the  chief  in  fullering  ;  and  as  it  is  of  a  more  fpiritual 
and  excellent  nature  than  bodies  are,  fo  will  its  tor- 
ments far  exceed  bodily  fufferings.  And  as  the  joys  of 
the  foul  far  furpafs  all  fenfual  pleafures,  fo  the  pains  of 
the  foul  furpafs  corporal  pains. 

And  it  is  not  only  a  foul,  but  a  (inful  foul  that  mud 
fufFer  :  the  guilt  that  .ftiil  remains  upon  it,  will  make  it 
fit  for  the  wrath  of  God  to  work  upon  :  as  Hie  will 
not  burn  except  the  fuel  be  combuftible  :  but  if  the 
wood  be  dry,  how  fiercely  will  it  burn  then  ?  The 
guilt  of  their  fins  will  be  as  tinder  to  gunpowder  to  the 
da'mned  foul,  to  make  the  flames  of  hell  take  hold  upon 
them  with  fury. 

And  as  the  foul,  fo  alfo  the  body  mull  bear  its  part. 
Thatbody  that  mult  needs  be  pleafed,  whatfoever  became 
of  its  eternal  fafety,  fhall  now  be  paid  for  its  unlawful 
pleafures.  That  body  which  was  fo  carefully  looked 
to,  fo  tenderly  cherifhed.  That  body  which  could  not 
endure  heat  or  cold,  or  an  ill  fmell,  or  a  loathfomc 
fight:  Oh  what  muft  it  now  endure !  How  are  its 
haughty  looks  now  taken  down  !  How  little  will  thofe 
flames  regard  its  comclinefs  and  beauty  I    But  as  death 

did 
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clid  not  regard  it,   nor  the  worms  regard  it,  but  as  freely 
feed  upon  the  face  of  the  proud  and  luftfuj  dames,  and 
the  heart   of  the  mod  ambitious  lords  or  princes,  as  if 
they    rn  I    been    but   beggars;  lb   will  their  tormentors 
then   as    little  pity  their   tenderrefs,  or  reverence  their 
lordlinefs.     Thofe  eyes   which   were    wont   to  be   de- 
lighted with  carious  fights,   rnuft  then  fee  nothing,  but 
what  fhall  amaze  and  terrify  th<rm;   an  angry  God  above 
them,  and    thole    Saints  whom  they  fcorned,  enjovir.g 
the   glov    which    they  have  loft;  and  about  them  will 
be  onlv    devils   and  damned  fouls :  ah  then  how  fadly 
will   thev   look   back   and   fay,    Are  all  our  fe^ib,  our 
games  and  revels  c^rnc  to  this  ?     Then  thofe  ears  which 
we^-e  wont  to  be  delighted  with  mulic.    (hall   hear  the 
fhrie.ks   and   cries  of    heir  damned  companions  ;  child- 
ren Drying  out  againft  their  parents,   that  gave  them  en- 
couragement and  example  in  evil  ;  hufbands  crying  out 
upon    their  wives,    and   wives  upon  their   hufbands  ; 
mailers  and  fervams  curling  each  other  ;    minifters  and 
people  :    magistrates  and  fubjecls,  charging  their  mifery 
upon  one  another,    for  diicouraging  in  duty,  conniv- 
ing in  fin,  and  being  filent  or  formal,  when  they  fhould 
have  plainly  told  one  another  of  their  mifery,  and  fore- 
warned them  of  their  danger.   Thus  will  foul  and  body 
be  companions  in  calamity. 

5.  And  the  greater  by  far  will  their  torments  be,  be- 
caufe  they  (hall  have  no  comfort  left  to  mitigate  them. 
In  this  life,  when  a  mmifter  told  them  of  hell,  or  cdh- 
fcience  began  to  trouble  their  peace,  they  had  comforts 
enough  at  hand  to  relieve  them  :  their  carnal  friends 
were  all  ready  to  comfort  them,  but  now  they  have  not 
a  word  of  comfort  either  for  him  or  themfelves.  For- 
merlv  they  had  their  buiinefs,  their  company,  their 
mirth,  to  drive  away  their  fears  ;  they  could  drink 
away  their  forrows ;  or  play  them  away,  or  Qeep  them 
away,  or  at  lea  ft,  time  did  wear  them  away  ;  but  now 
all  thefe  remedies  are  vanifhed.  They  had  a  hard,  a 
prelum ptuous  unbelieving  heart,  which  was  a  wall  to 
defend  them  againft.  troubles  of  mind  ;  but  now  their 
experience  hath  banifhed  thefe,  and  left  them  naked 
to  the  fury  of  thofe  flames.  Yea,  formerly  fat  an  him- 
felf  was  their  comforter,  and  would  unfay  all  that,  the 

minifter 


IT.  §4f.     The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.      91' 

minifter  faid  againft  them,  as  he  did  to  our  firft  mother  ; 
"Hath  God  laid,  Ye  fhall  not  eat?  Ye  (hall  not 
furely  die."  So  doth  he  now.  Doth  God  tell  you 
that  you  fhall  lie  in  hell  ?  It  is  no  fuch  matter  ;  God 
is  more  merciful.  He  doth  but  tell  you  fo  to  fright 
you  from  finning.  Or,  if  there  be  hell,  what  need  you 
fear  it  ?  Are  not  you  Christians?  And  fhall  you  not 
be  faved  by  Chrift  ?  Was  not  his  blood  fhed  for  you  ? 
Minifters  may  fay  what  they  pleafe,  they  would  "make 
men  believe  that  they  fhall  all  be  damned  except  the/ 
will  fit  thcmfelves  to  their  humour.  Thus,  as  the 
Spirit  of  Chrifl  is  the  comforter  of  the  Saints,  fo  fata* 
is  the  comforter  of  the  wicked :  for  he  knows  if  he 
fhould  now  difquiet  them,  they  would  no  longer  icrve 
him  ;  or  if  fears'  or  doubts  fhould  trouble  them,  they 
would  bethink  themfelves  of  their  danger.  Never  was 
a  thief  more  careful  left  he  fhould  awake  the  people, 
when  he  is  robbing  the  houfe,  than  fatan  is,  not  t* 
awake  a  fmner.  But  when  the  firaner  is  dead,  and  he 
hath  his  prey,  then  he  hath  done  flattering,  and  com-, 
forting  them.  While  the  fight  of  fin  and  milery  mi^'ut 
Tiave  helped  to  lave  them,  he  took  all  the  pains  he 
could,  to  hide  it  from  their  eyes  :  but  when  it  is  too 
late,  and  ;here  is  no  hope  left,  he  will  make  them  fee 
and  feel  to  the  utmoft.  Oh,  which  way  will  the 
forlorn  (inner  then  look  for  comfort!  They  that  drew 
han  into  the  fnare,  and  promifed  him  fafetv,  now  for- 
fake  him,  and  are  forfaken  themfelves.  His  ancient 
comforts  are  taken  from  him,  and  the  righteous  God, 
whofe  forewarning  he  made  light  of,  will  now  make 
good  his  word  againfl  him  to  the  leaft  tittle. 

6.  But  the  great  aggravation  of  this  milery,  will  be 
its  etemiiy.  That  when  a  thoufand  millions  of  age? 
are  pa  ft,  their  torments  are  as  frefh  to  begin  as  at  the 
fit  ft  day.  If  there  were  any  hope  of  an  end,  it  would 
eafe  them  to  fuiclee  it  ;  but  when  it  muft  be  for  ever 
fo,  that  thought  is  intolerable:  much  more  will  the 
milery  itfelf  be.  They  never  heartily  repented  of 
their  fin,  and  God  will  never  repent  him  of  their  ui& 
fering.  They  moke  the  laws  of  the  eternal  God,  and 
theicfoie  ihall  fuffer  eternal  punifhment.  They  knew 
.it  was  an  cveilafting  kingdom  which  they  refufed  ,  and 
1  therefore, 
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(hut  out 
of  it  ?      It  ^.  guilty  of 

i    rtally  iufter  the 
pur:.  dves, 

.   or  con- 
ed no  worie  than  the  gnawing  of 
the  there  lie  down 

••    would  it  be  to  die!      And 
cut  for  it !    O  Death,   whi- 
thou  gone?   Now  come  and  cut  off  this  doleful 
O   tha  reak  my  heart;  and 

being!      O  i>.  ce  die  at  laft  J     Oh 

.    I   had    never  had  ?.  being! — The  the 

.carts.     They 
long,  and  prayer  loi 
k  theljea 
ere  betwixt    the  length  of  tl 
-   of  their  pains !      The  one  continued  hut 

c  other  endureth  through  all 

_.s  would  .  ght  to  heart  !      Re- 

.:  gone.     Thou  art  (landing 

all   this  while   it   the   door  of  eternity  ;    and    death    is 

pen  the  door,  and  put  thee  in.     Go  fieep 

nit  bill  re  nights,  and   flir  up  and  down  on 

days,    and  then  thy  nights  and  davs 

.    and   cares,    and    pleafures, 

:  c  devoured  by  eternity  :    thou  muit  enter 

tch  (hall  never  be  changed. — As  the 

re  beyond  our  conceiving,  fo  alfo  are 

:t  is  inconceivable 

I  hear  the  obflinate  finner,  defpcrately 
;.    '"  If  I  muft  be  damned,   there  is  no  remedy  ; 
:ve  fo  precisely.   I  will  put  it  to  the 
rape  as  well  as  the  reft  of  my  neigh- 
en  bear  it  as.  well  as  we  can." — 
irel    I   would  thou  did  ft  but  know 
I   thou  doft  fo  boldly  venture  on  :    I  dare 
.;  but  very  unquietlv. 
f  no  room  for  hope?    Art  thou 
c  enemy  to  Chriit  and  thy  own  foul? 
I   dofl   that]  think  indeed  that  thou  canil  bear  the 

wrath 
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wrath  of  God,  and  go  away  To  eafily  to  thefe  eternal 
torments!  Yet  let  me  beg  this  of  thee,  that  before 
thou  doft  fo  flatly  refolve,  thou  wculoft  lend  thine  at- 
tention to  theie  queftions. 

Firft.  Who  art  thou,  that  thou  ftaouldft  bear  the 
wrath  of  God?  Art  thou  a  god  ;  or  ;ut  thou  a  man  ? 
What  is  thy  ilrength  to  undergo  fo  much  ?  Is  it  not 
as  the  ftrength  of  wax  or  ftubcle  to  reuft  the  fire  ?  Or, 
as  chaff  to  the  wind;  or  as  before  the  whirlwind? 
Was  he  not  as  flout  a  man  as  thy  felt,  who  cried  to 
God,  "Wilt  thou  break  a  leaf  driven  to  .ind  Ire? 
And  wilt  thou  purlue  the  dry  flubble  ?  "  If  thy  Ilrength 
were  as  iron,  and  thy  bones  asbrais,  thou  couldft  not 
bear.  If  thy  foundation  were  as  the  earth,  and  ihy 
power  as  the  heavens,  yet  fhouldft  thou  penfh  at  the 
bieath  of  his  indignation.  How  much  more  when  thou 
art  but  a  little,  creeping,  breathing  clay,  kept  a  few 
days  from  (linking,  and  from  being  eaten  with  worms, 
bvthe  mere  fupport  and  favour  of  him  whom  thou  thus 
refiflefl? 

Secondly.  If  thou  be  (o  ftrong,  and  thy  heart  fo 
flout,  why  do  thofe  fmall  fufferings  fo  difmay  thee  ? 
If  thou  haft  but  a  fit  of  the  gout  or  Hone,  what  groans 
doft  thou  utter  ?  The  houi'e  is  filled  with  thy  com- 
plaints. If  thou  fhouldft  but  lofea  leg  or  an  arm,  thou 
wouldft  make  a  great  matter  of  it.  If  thou  fhould  lofe 
thine eftate,  and  fall  into  poverty  and  difgrace;  how  hea- 
vily would  ft.  thou  bear  any  of  thefe  ?  And  yet  all  thefe 
laid  together,  will  be  one  day  accounted  a  happy  ftate 
in  companion  of  that  which  is-  fuffered  in  hell.  Let 
me  fee  thee  make  as  light  of  convulfive,  gouty,  rheu- 
matic pairs,  when  they  feize  upon  thee,  and  then  the 
ilrength  of  thy  fpirit  will  appear.  Alas,  how  many 
fuch  boafters  as  thyfelf  have  I  feen  made  (loop  and  eat 
their  words  ?  And  when  God  hath  but  let  out  a  little 
of  his  wrath,  Th^t  Pharaoh,  who  before  afked,  Who  is 
ike  Lord  ?    hath  cried,   /  have  finned. 

Thirdly.  If  all  this  be  nothing,  go  try  thy  ftrength 
by  ibme  corporal  torment;  as  Bilney  before  he  went 
to  the  flake,  would  firft  try  his  finger  in  the  candle  ; 
lo  do  thou  :  hold  thy  finger  awhile  in  the  fire,  and  feel 
there  whether  theu  canft  endure  the  fire  of  hell.  Auftm 
I  2  mentioneth 
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mentioneth  a  chafle  Chriftian  woman,  w  ho  eing 
tempted  to  uncleannels  by  a  lewd  rufhan,  defired  him 
for  her  fake  to  hold  his  finger  one  hour  in  the  fire  ? 
He  anfwered,  it  is  an  unreafonable  requeft  :  How 
much  more  unreafonable  is  it,  laid  fhe,  that  I  fhould 
burn  in  hell  for  the  fatisfying  your  luft?  So  lay  I  to 
thee :  If  it  be  an  intolerable  thing  to  fuffer  the  heat 
of  the  fire  for  a  year,  or  a  day,  or  an  hour,  what  will 
it  be  to  fuffer  ten  thoufand  times  more  for  ever  ?  What 
if  thou  wert  to  furrer  Lawrence's  death,  to  be  roafted 
upon  a  gridiron  ?  or  to  be  fcraped  or  pricked  to  death, 
as  other  martyrs  were?  If  thou  couldft  not  endure 
fuch  things  as  thefe,  how  wilt  thou  endure  the  eternal 
flames  ? 

Fourthly.  If  thou  be  fo  fearlefsof  that  eternal  mifery, 
why  is  the  leafl  foretafte  of  it  fo  terrible  ?  Didft  thou 
never  feel  fuch  a  thing  as  a  tormenting  confcience  ? 
If  thou  haft  not,  thou  (halt.  Didft  thou  never  fee  and 
ipeak  with  a  man  that  lived  in  defparation,  or  in  fome 
degree  of  .thofe  wounds  of  fpirit  that  was  near  defpair? 
How  uncomfortable  was  their  converiation  ?  how  bur- 
thenfome  their  lives  ?  Nothing  doth  them  good  which 
they  polfefs:  the  fight  of  friends,  or  houfe,  or  goods, 
which  refrefh  others,  is  a  trouble  to  them  !  they  feel 
no  fweetnefs  in  meat  or  drink  ;  they  are  weary  of  life, 
and  fearful  of  death.  What  is  the  matter  with  thefe 
jnen  ?  If  the  milery  of  the  damned  itfelf  can  be  en- 
dured, why  cannot  they  more  eafily  endure  thefe  littl« 
fparks  ? 

Fifthly.  Tell  me  faithfully,  what  if  thou  fhouldft 
-but  fee  the  devil  appear  to  thee  in  fome  terrible  fhape, 
would  it  not  daunt  thee?  What  if  thou  fhouldft  meet 
him  in  thy  way  home,  or  he  fhould  fhew  himfelf  to 
thee  at  night  in  thy  bed-chamber,  would  not  thy  heart 
fell  thee,  and  thy  hair  fhnd  an  end?  I  could  name 
thee  thofe  that  have  been  as  confident  as  thyfelf,"  who, 
by  fuch  a  fight  h-we  been  fo  appalled,  that  they  were 
in  danger  of  being  driven  out  of  their  wits.  Or  what 
if  fome  damned  foul,  of  thy  former  acquaintance,  fhould 
appear  to  thee,  would  not  this  amaze  thee?  Alas! 
'What  is  this  to  the  torment  of  hell  ?  Canft  thou  not 
endure  a  fhadow  to  appear  before  tliee  ?     O  how  wilt 

thou 
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thou  endure  to  live  with  them  for  ever,  where  thou 
fhalt  have  no  other  company  but  devils  and  damned 
fpirits  ;  and  (halt  not  only  fee  them,  but  be  tormented 
with  them,  and  by  them  .r 

Laftly.  Let  me  afk  thee,  if  the  wrath  of  God  is  to 
be  made  fo  light  of,  why  did  the  Son  of  God  himfelf 
make  fo  great  a  matter  of  it  ?  When  he  had  taken 
upon  him  the  payment  of  our  debt,  and  bore  that  pu- 
nifhment  we  had  ejcfervei,  it  made  him  fweat  water 
and  blood  ;  it  makes  the  Lord  of  life  to  cry,  My  joul  is 
heavy  e-ven  to  the  death.  It  made  him  cry  out,  upon 
the  crofs,  "My  God,  my  God,  why  hall  thou  for- 
faken  me  ?  "  Surely  if  any  one  could  have  borne  thefe 
fuffe  rings,  it  would  have  been  Jcius  Chrift.  He  had 
another  mcafure  of  ftrength  to  bear  them  than  thou  hall. 
Woe  to  poor  tinners  for  their  mad  fecuvity  !  Do 
they  think  to  find  that  tolerable  to  them  which  was  ft) 
heavy  to  Chrift  ?  Nay,  the  Son  of  God  is  cad  into  a 
bitter  agony,  and  bloody  fweat,  under  the  curfe  of 
the  law  only  ',  and  yet  feeble  foolifh  creatures  make 
nothing  to  bear  alfo  the  curfe  of  the  golpel :  the  good 
Lord  bring  thefe  men  to  their  right  minds  by  repent- 
ance,  left  they  buy  their  wit  at  too  ocar  a  rate. 

And  thus  I  have  (hewed  you  fomewhat  of  their  mi- 
fery,  who  now  mils  of  this  Reft  prepared  for  the 
Saints.  And  now,  reader,  J  demand  thy  relolution, 
What  ufe  thou  wilt  make  of  all  this  ?  Shall  it  all  be  loft 
to  thee?  Or  wilt  thou  confider  it  in  good  earneft  ? 
Thou  haft  caft  by  many  a  warning  of  God,  wilt  thcu 
do  fo  by  this  alfo  ?  Take  heed  what  thou  doft,  and 
how  thou  refolvell.  God  will  not  always  ftand  warning 
and  threatening.  The  hand  of  vengeance  is  lifted  up  ; 
the  blow  is  coming,  and  woe  to  him  on  whom  it 
lighteth.  Little  thmkeft  thou  how  near  thou  flandeft 
to  thy  eternal  ftate,  and  how  near  the  pit  thou  art 
dancing  in  thy  jollity.  If  thy  eyes  were  but  opened, 
as  they  will  be  fhortly,  thou  wouldft  fee  all  this  that 
I  have  fpoken  befoie  thine  eye5,  without  ftirring  from 
the  place  in  which  thou  ftandeft.  Doft  thou  throw  by 
the  book,  and  fay,  it  fpeaks  of  nothing  but  hell  and 
damnation  ?  Thus  thou  ufeft  alio  to  complain  of  the 
manlier  j  but  wouldft  thou  not  have  us  tell  thee  of  thefe 
I  3  things? 
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things?  Muft  we  be  guilty  of  the  blood  of  thy  foul, 
by  keeping  filent  that  which  God  hath  charged  us  to 
make  known  ?  Wouldft  thou  perifh  in  eafe  and  filence, 
and  alfo  have  us  to  perifh  with  thee,  rather  thai*  dif- 
pleafe  thee,  by  fpeaking  the  truth?  If  thou  wilt  be 
guilty  of  fuch  inhuman  cruelty,  Gcd  forbid  we  fhould 
be  guilty  of  fuch  fottiih  folly  ! 

There  are   few  preachers  fo  fimple,  but  they  know 
that   this   kind  of   preaching  is  the  ready  way  to  be 
hated  of  their  hearers  :  and  the  defire  of  the  favour  of 
men  is  fo  natural,  that  few  delight  in  fuch  a  difpleafing 
way.     But  I    befeech  thee  confider,    are  thefe  things 
true,  or  are  they  not?     If  they  were  not  true,   I  would 
heartily  join  with  thee  againft  any  minilter  that  fhould 
offer  to  preach  them,  and  to  affright  poor  people  when 
there   is    no  caule.       But  if  thefe  threatenings  be  the 
words  of  God,  what  wretch  art  thou  that  wouldfl  not 
hear   them,    or    coniider    them  ?     Why,    what  is  the 
matter  ?     If  thou  be  fure  that  thou  art  one  of  the  peo- 
ple  of  God,   this  doclrine  will  be  a  comfort  to  thee  : 
but  if  thou   be  unregenerate,    methinks  thou  fhouldfl 
be  as   fearful  to  hear  of  heaven  as  of  hell,    except  the 
bare  name  of  heaven  or  falvation  be  fufficient.     Sure 
there  is  no  doctrine  concerning  heaven  in  all  the  Scrip- 
ture that  can  give  thee  any  comfort,     but  upon    the 
iuppofai  of  thy  converfion.    What  comfort  is  it  to  thee, 
to  hear  tjiat  there  is  a  Reft  remaining  to  the  people  of 
God,  except  thou  wouldll  have  a  minifhr  to  preach  of 
heaven  or  hell  to   thee  ?     His  preaching  heaven  and 
mercy  to  thee,    can  be  nothing  elfe  but  to  entreat  thee 
to  feek  them  j    but  he  can  make  thee  no  promife  of  it, 
but  upon  condition  of  thy  obeying  the  gcfpel ;  and  his 
preaching  hell,  is    but   to   perfuade   thee  to  avoid  ic. 
And  is  not  this  doctrine  fit  for  thee  to  hear?     Indeed 
if  thou  wert  quite  paft  hope  of  efcaping  it,  then  it  were 
in  vain  to  tell  thee  of  hell.  It  would  be  better  to  let  thee 
take  a  few  merry  hours  whilit  thou  mayeft;  but  as  long 
as  thou   art  alive,  there  is  hope  of  thy  recovery,  and 
therefore    all    means  mult   be  ufed  to  awake  thee  from 
thy  lethargy. 

Oh  that  fome  fon  of  thunder,  who  could  fpeak  as 
Paul,  till  the  hearers  tremble,  were  now  to  preach  this 
doctrine  to  thee  !     Alas  j    as  terribly,    as  you  think  I 

fpeak, 
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fpeak,  yet  is  it  not  the  thoufandth  part  of  what  muft 
be  felt  :  for  what  heart  can  now  conceive,  or  what 
tongue  exprefs  the  pains  of  tnofe  fouls  that  are  under 
the  wrath  of  God  ?  Ah,  that  ever  blind  finncrs  would 
wilfully  bring  themfelves  to  fuch  unfpeakable  mifery  ! 
You  will  then  be  crying  to  Jefus  Chriit,  O  mercy  !  Oh 
pity  !  Why,  I  do  now  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
cry  to  thee  :  Oh  have  mercy,  have  pity  upon  thine  own 
foul!  Shall  God  pity  thee,  who  wilt  not  be  entreated 
to  pity  thyielf?  If  thy  horfe  fee  but  a  pit  before  him, 
thou  canit  fcarcely  force  him  in  ;  and  wilt  thou  lb  ob- 
ftinately  call  thyielf  into  hell,  when  the  danger  is 
foretold  thee  ?  Oh  <who  can  fiand  before  the  Lord,  and 
nvbo  can  abide  the  ficrcenefs  of  his  anger  ?  IV'ie thinks, 
thou  ihouldft  need  no  more  words,  but  prefently  caft 
away  thy  fins,  and  deliver  up  thyfelf  to  Chriit.  Re- 
folve  on  it  immediately,  and  let  it  be  done,  that  [  may 
fee  thv  face  in  Relt  among  the  Saints.  The  Lord  per- 
fuade  thy  heart  to  it  without  longer  delay  ;  but  if  thou 
be  hardened  unto  death,  and  there  be  no  remedy,  yet 
do  not  fay  another  day,  but  that  thou  waft  faithfully 
warned,  and  that  thou  hadft  a  friend  who  would  fain 
have  prevented  thy  damnation. 


CHAP.     V. 

The  fecond  life  :    reprehending  the  genera!  NegkS  of  this 
Refit  and  exciting  to  Diligence  in  fecking  it. 

I  COME  now  to  the  fecond  ufe.  If  there  be  fo  cer- 
tain and  glorious  a  Reft,  Why  is  there  no  more 
feeking  after  it  ?  One  would  think  that  a  man  that 
did  but  once  hear  of  fuch  unfpeakable  glory,  and  did 
believe  what  he  heard  to  be  true,  mould  be  tranfported 
with  defire  after  it,  mould  almoft  forget  to  eat  or  drink, 
and  mind  and  care  for  nothing  elfe,  and  fpeak  of  and 
enquire  after  nothing,  but  how  to  get  this  treafure  ! 
And  yet  people  who  hear  it  daily,  and  profefs  to  be- 
lieve it,  do  as  little  mind  it,  or  care,  or  labour  for  it, 
as  if  they  had  never  heard  of  any  fuch  thing,  or  did 
not  believe  one  word  that  they  hear. 
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I  fhall  apply  this  reproof  more  particularly  to  four 
forts  of  men.  Firft,  The  worldly  minded,  who  are  {a 
taken  up  in  feeking  the  things  below,  that  they  have 
neither  heart  nor  time  to  feck  this  Reft. 

May  J  not  well  fay  to  thefe  men,  as  Paul  to  the  Ga- 
latians  in  another  cafe,  Fcolifh  finners  !  Who  ba,h  be- 
nzitcbtdyou?  It  is  not  for  nothing  that  divines  ufe  to 
call  the  world  a  witch  ;  for  as  in  witchcraft,  men's- 
lives,  fenfes,  goods,  or  cattle  are  deftroyed  by  a  ftrange 
fecrer,  unfeen  power  of  the  devil,  of  which  a  man  can, 
give  no  natural  reafon  ;  fo  here  men  will  deftroy  their 
own  fouls  in  a  way  quite  againft  their  own  knowledge. 
Would  not  a  man  wonder,  that  is  in  his  right  fenfes, 
to  fee  what  riding  and  running,  what  fcrambling  and 
catching  there  is  for  a  thing  of  nought,  while  eternal 
reft  lies  by  neglected  !  What  contriving  and  caring, 
what  fighting  and  bloodfned,  to  get  a  itep  higher  in 
the  world  than  their  brethren,  while  they  neglecl  the 
kingly  dignity  of  the  Saints  !  What  infatiable  purfuit 
of  fiefhly  pleafures,  while  they  lock  upon  the  praifes 
of  God,  which  is  the  joy  of  angels,  as  a  burden  ! 
What  unwearied  diligence  is  there  in  raifing  their 
pofterity,  enlarging  their  pofTefTicns,  gathering  a  little 
filver  or  gold!  Yea  perhaps  for  a  poor  living  from 
hand  to  mouth,  while  in  the  mean  time  their  judgment 
draweth  near  :  and  yet  how  it  fhall  go  with  them  then, 
or  how  they  fhall  live  eternally,  never  puts  them  to 
one  hour's.fober  confederation. 

V/hat  riling  up  early,  fitting  up  late,  labouring  and 
caring  year  after  year  to  maintain  themfelves  and  chil- 
dren in  credit  till  they  die  ;  but  what  fhall  follow  after, 
that  they  never  think  on  ;  and  yet  thefe  men  cry  to  us, 
May  not  a  man  be  faved  without  fo  much  ado  !  How 
early  do  they  rouze  up  their  fervants  to  their  labour  ? 
[Ijp,  come  away  to  work,  we  have  this  to  do,  and 
that  to  do  j ]  but  how  feldom  do  they  call  them,  [Up, 
you  have  your  foul  to  look  to,  you  have  everlafting  life 
to  provide  for;  up  to  prayer,  to  the  reading  of  the 
Scripture.] 

What  a  gadding  up  and  down  the  world  is  here, 
like  a  company  of  ants  upon  a  hillock,  taking  inceflant 
pains  to  gather  a  treafure,  which  death  will  fpurn 
abroad  ;   as  if  it  were  fuch  an  excellent  thing  to  die  in 

the 
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the  midft  of  wealth  and  honours  !  Or  as  if  it  would  be 
fuch  a  comfort  to  a  man  in  another  world,  to  think 
that  he  was  a  lord,  or  a  knight,  or  a  gentleman,  or  a 
rich  man  on  earth  ?  What  hath  this  world  done  for 
its  lovers  and  friends,  that  it  is  fo  eagerly  followed, 
and  painfully  fought  after,  while  Chrift  and  heaven 
ltand  by  and  few  regard  them  ?  Or  what  will  the 
world  do  for  them  for  the  time  to  come  !  The  common 
entrance  into  it  is  through  anguiih  and  forrow.  The 
pafiage  through  it  is  with  continual  care  and  labour. 
The  paifage  out  of  it  is  with  the  greateft  fharpucfs  and 
fadnefs  of  all.  What  then  doth  caufe  men  fo  much  to 
follow  and  affect  it  ?  O  unreafonable,  bewitched  men  1 
Will  mirth  and  pleafure  flick  clofe  to  you  r  Will  ^old 
and  worldly  glory  prove  faft  friends  to  you  in  the  time 
of  your  greateft  need  ?  Wiil  they  hear  your  cries  in 
the  day  of  your  calamity  ?  If  a  man  lhould  fay  to  you 
as  Elijah  did  to  Baal's  priefts,  Cry  aloud:  Oh  riches,  or 
honour  now  help  us!  Will  they  either  anfwer  or  re- 
lieve you  !  Will  they  go  along  with  you  to  another 
world,  and  bribe  the  Judge,  and  bring  you  off  clear; 
or  purchafe  you  a  room  among  the  bleiTed  ?  Why  tr.en 
did  the  rich  man  want  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  his 
tongue  ?  Or  are  the  fweet  morfels  of  prefent  delight 
and  honour  of  more  worth  than  eternal  Reft  ?  And 
will  they  recompenfe  the  lofs  of  that  enduring  treafure  ? 
Can  there  be  the  leaft  hope  of  any  of  theie  ?  What 
then  is  the  matter?  Is  it  only  a  room  for  our  dead 
bodies  that  we  are  fo  much  beholden  to  the  world  for? 
Why,  this  is  the  laft  and  longeft  couriefy  that  we  mall 
receive  from  it.  But  we  fhall  have  this  whether  we 
ferve  it  or  no  ;  and  even  that  homely,  dufty  dwelling  it 
will  not  afford  us  always  neither  ;  it  mail  poffefs  our 
duft  but  till  the  refurreclion.  How  then  doth  the 
world  deferve  fo  well  at  men's  hands,  that  they  fhould 
part  with  Chriil  and  their  falvation  to  be  its  followers  ! 
Ah  vile,  deceitful  world  !  How  oft  haft  thou  heard  thy 
moft  faithful  fervants  at  laft  complaining,  *'  O  the 
world  hath  deceived  me,  and  undone  me  1  M  And  yet 
fucceeding  finners  will  take  no  warning. 

So  this  is  the  firft  fort  of  negle&ers  of  Heaven  which 
fall  under  this  reproof, 

2,  The 
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2.  The  fecond  fort  here  to  be  reproved,  are  the  pro- 
fane, ungodly,  prefumptuous  multitude,  who  will  not 
be  perfuaded  to  be  at  fo  much  pains  for  falvation,  as 
to  perforin  the  common  outward  duties  of  religion. 
Yea,  though  they  are  convinced  that  thofe  duties  are 
commanded,  yet  frill  they  not  be  brought  to  the 
common  practice  of  them.  If  they  have  the  gofpel 
preached  in  the  town  where  they  dwell,  it  may  be 
thev  will  give  the  hearing  to  it  one  part  of  the  day,- 
and  flay  at  home  the  other  ;  or  if  the  mailer  come  to 
the  congregation,  yet  part  of  his  family  mufl  flay  at 
home,  if  they  warn  any  plain  and  powerful  preaching 
of  the  gofpel,  how  few  are  there  in  a  whole  town,  who 
will  travel  a  mile  or  two  to  hear  abroad,  though  they 
will  go  many  miles  to  market  for  their  bodies? 

And  though  they  know  the  Scripture  is  the  law  of 
God,  by  which  they  mull  be  acquitted  or  condemned 
in  judgment:  and  that  it  is  the  property  of  every 
blefled  man  to  delight  in  this  law,  and  to  meditate  in 
it  day  and  night ;  yet  will  they  not  be  at  the  pains  to 
read  a  chapter  or.ee  a  day,  nor  to  acquaint  their  families 
with  this  doctrine  of  falvacion.  But  if  they  carry  a 
Bible  to  church,  and  let  it  lie  by  them  all  the  week,  this 
is  the  moft  ufe  that  they  make  of  it.  And  though  they 
are  commanded  to  '*  pray  without  ceafmg  :  and  to 
pray  always,  and  not  to  faint ;  to  continue  in  prayer, 
and  watch  iu  the  fame  with  thankfgiving  -,  "  yet  will 
they  not  pray  conftantly  with  their  families,  or  in 
fecret.  You  may  hear  in  their  houfes  two  oaths  for 
one  prayer.  Or  if  they  do  any  thing  this  way,  it  is 
ufually  but  a  running  over  of  a  few  formal  words  which 
they  have  got  at  their  tongues  end,  as  If  they  came  on 
purpofe  to  make  a  jeil  of  prayer,  and  to  mock  God  and 
their  own  fouls. 

Alas,  he  that  only  reads  in  a  book  that  he  is  mife- 
rable,  and  what  his  foul  Hands  in  need  of,  but  never 
felt  himfelf  miferable,  or  felt  his  feveral  wants,  no 
wonder  if  he  muft  alfo  fetch  his  prayer  from  his  book 
only,  or  at  the  frrtheil  from  the  hrength  of  his  me- 
mory. Solomon's  requeft  to  God  was,  That  "  what 
prayer  or  fupplication  fcever  mould  be  made  by  any 
man,  or  by  ail  the  people,  when  every  man  mould  know 
his  own  fore,  and  his  own  grief,  and  ihould  fpread  forth 

his 
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his  hands  before  God,  that  God  would  ihen  hear  and. 
forgive,"   2  Chron.  vi.  29,   30.      If  thefc  men  did  thus 
know  and  feel,  every  man  the  fore  and  the  grief  of  his 
own  foul,  we  iliould  neither  need  fo  much  to  urge  them 
to    prayer,     nor  to  teach    them    how   to    perform    it. 
Whereas  now  they  invite   God  to  be  backward  in  giv- 
ing by  their  backward nefs  in  afcing  ;    and  to  be  weary 
of  relieving  them,  by  their  own  being  weary  of  beg- 
ging;   and   to  be   feldom    and  lhort  in  his  favours*,  as 
they   are  in  their  prayers  ;  and  to  give  them  but  com- 
mon and  outward  favours,   as  they   put  up  but  com- 
mon and  outfide  requefts.    Yea,  their  cold  and  heartlefs 
prayers  invite  God  to  a  flat  denial,  for  what  they  afk. 
Do   not  thefe  men  judge  themielves  unworthy  of  hea- 
ven, who  think   it  not   worth  their  more  conftant  and 
earner!   requelts  ?      If  it  be  not  worth  afking  for,  it  is 
Worth  nothing.     And  yet  if  one  mould  go  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  through   town    and    parilh,    and   enquire   at 
every   houfe  as  he    went,    whether   they    morning   or 
evening  called  their  family  together  and  earneitly  fought 
the    Lord    in    prayer  ;     how   few   would  he    find    that 
tonffantly  and   coniaentiouily   praclife   this  duty  I    If 
every  doer  were  marked,    where  they  do  not  thus  call 
upon  the  name  of  God,  that  his  wrath  might  be  poured 
•  out  upon   that    family,    our  towns  would  be  as  places 
overthrown   by  the  plague,    the    people    being    dead 
within,   and  the  mark   of  judgment  without.     1  fear 
where  one  houfe  would  efcape,   ten  would  be  market. 
out  for  death  ;    and  they  might  teach  their  doors  tC 
pray,    Lord,   have  mercy  upon  us  5    becaufe   the    peoplf 
would  not  pray  themfelves.    But  efpecially  if  you  couk 
fee  what  men  do  in  their  fecret  chambers,  how  fe\* 
would  you  find  in  a  whole  town  that  fpend  one  quarte; 
of  an  hour,  morning  and  night,  in  earnell  fupplicatioi. 
to  God,  for  their  fouls  !     Oh,  how  little  do  thefe  mei 
fet  by  eternal  Reft ! 

Thus  do  they  flothfully  negleft  all  endeavours  fiatf 
their  own  welfare,  except  fome  public  duty  in  the  con- 
gregation, which  cultom  or  credit  doth  engage  them 
to.  Perfuade  them  to  read  good  books,  and  they  will 
not  be  at  fo  much  pains.  Perfuade  them  to  learn  the 
grounds  of  their  religion  in  fome  catechifm,  and  they 
think  it  toilfomc  ilavery,  fie  only  for  khool-boys.    Per^ 
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furuie  them  to  fan&ify  the  Lord's  day,  and  to  fpend  it 
wholly  in  hearing  the  word,  and  repeating  it  with 
their  families,  and  prayer  and  meditation,  and  to  for- 
bear all  their  worldly  thoughts  and  fpeeches  ;  and 
what  a  tedious  life  do  they  take  this  to  be;  and  how 
long  may  you  preach  to  them,  before  they  will  be 
brought  to  it  ?  As  if  they  thought  heaven  were  not 
worth  all  this  ado. 

3.  The  third  fort  that  fall  under  this  reproof,  are 
trrofe  felf-cozening,  formal,  lazy  profefibrs  of  religion, 
who  will  be  brought  to  any  outward  duty,  but  to 
the  inward  work,  they  will  not  be  perfuaded.  They 
will  preach,  or  hear,  or  read,  or  talk  of  heaven,  or 
pray  cufiomarily  or  conitantly  in  their  families,  and 
take  part  with  the  perfons  and  caufes  that  are  good, 
and  defire  to  be  eltcemcd  amongft  the  godly,  but  you 
can  never  bring  thein  to  the  more  fpiritual  duties,  as  to 
be  conflant  and  fervent  in  fecret  prayer,  to  be  confei- 
ent;ous  in  the  duty  of  felf-examination,  to  be  conftant 
in  meditation,  to  be  heavenly  minded,  to  watch  con- 
itantly over  their  heart,  and  words,  and  ways,  to  deny 
tneir  bodily  fenfes  their  delights,  to  mortify  the  flelh, 
and  net  to  make  provifion  for  it,  to  fulfil  its  lufts  ;  to 
love  and  heartily  forgive  an  enemy,  and  to  prefer  their 
brethren  heartily  before  themfelves.  The  outfide  hypo- 
crites will  not  be  perfuaded  to  any  of  thefe.  Above 
all  others,  two  forts  there  are  of  thefe  hypocrites. 

1.  The  fuperficial,    opinionative  hypocrite. 

2.  The  worldly  hypocrite. 

The  former  entertaineth  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel 
with  joy;  but  it  goes  only  into  the  fur  face  of  his  foul, 
he  never  gives  the  feed-any  depth  of  earth.  He  changeth, 
his  opinion,  and  thereupon  engageth  for  religion,  as 
.the  right  way,  but  it  never  melted  and  new  moulded 
his  heart,  nor  fet  up  Chriil  there  in  full  power  and  au- 
thority. As  his  religion  is  but  opinion,  fo  his  ftudy, 
and  conference,  and  chief  bufinefs  is  all  about  opinion. 
He  is  ufually  an  ignorant,  proud,  bold  enquirer  and 
babbler  about  controvcriies,  rather  than  an  humble  em- 
bracer of  the  known  truth,  with  love  and  fubjeclion. 
You  may  conjecture  by  his  bold  and  forward  tongue, 
and  conceitednefs  in  his  own  opinions,  and  flighting 
2  the 
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the  judgment  and  perfons  of  others,  and  feldom  talk- 
ing of  the  great  things  of  Chrift,  with  ferioufnefs  and 
humility,  that  his  religion  dwelleth  in  the  brain,  and 
not  in  his  heart :  when  the  wind  of  temptation  aftaults 
him,  he  eafily  yieldeth,  and  it  carrieth  him  away  as  a 
feather,  becaufe  his  heart  is  empty,  and  not  balanced 
and  eftabliihcd  with  Chrift  and  grace.  If  this  man's 
judgment  lead  him  into  the  ceremonious  way,  then  doth 
he  employ  his  chief  zeal  for  ceremonies.  If  his  judg- 
ment be  againfl:  ceremonies,  then  bis  ilrongeft:  zeal  is 
employed  in  ftudying,  talking,  difputing  againft  them, 
and  cenfuring  the  ufers  of  them.  For,  not  having  the 
efTentials  of  Chriilianity,  he  hath  only  the  mint  and 
cummin,  the  fmaller  matters  of  the  law  to  lay  out  his 
zeal  upon.  You  (hall  never  hear  any  humble  and  hearty 
bewailings  of  his  foul's  imperfections,  or  any  hear:- 
bleeding  acknowledgments  of  his  unkindnefs  to  Chrift, 
or  any  pantings  and  longings  after  him,  from  this  man  ; 
but  that  he  is  of  fuch  a  judgment,  or  fuch  a  religion  or 
fociety,  or  a  member  of  fuch  a  church.  Herein  do:li 
he  gather  his  greateft  comforts;  but  the  inward  and 
fpiruual  labours  cf  a  Chriftian  he  will  net  be  brought 
to. 

The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  wordly  hypocrite,  who 
choaketh  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel  with  the  thorns  cf 
•worldly  cares  and  dcfires.  His  judgment  is  convinced, 
that  he  mull  be  religious,  or  he  cannot  be  faved  ;  and 
therefore  he  reads-,  and  hears,  and  prays,  and  forfakes 
his  former  company  and  courfes ;  but  becaufe  his  belief 
of  the  gofpel  doctrine  is  but  wavering  and  {hallow,  he 
rcfolves  to  keep  his  hold  of  prefent  things;  and  yet  to 
be  religious,  that  fo  he  may  have  heaven,  when  he  can 
keep  the  world  no  longer.  This  man's  judgment  may 
fay.  God  is  the  chief  good,  but  his  heartand  aiTedicn^ 
never  faid  fo,  but  looked  upon  God  as  to  be  tolerated 
rather  than  the  flames  of  hell,  but  not  defired  before 
the  felicity  on  earth.  In  a  word,  the  world  hath  more 
of  his  affections  than  God,  and  therefore  is  his  God. 
This  he  might  eafily  know  and  feel,  if  he  would  jjdge 
impartially  of  himfelf.  And  tho'  this  man  does  not  gad 
after  novelties  in  religion  as  the  former;  yet  will  he  fee 
hU  fails  to  the  wind  of  worldly  advantage.  And  as  a 
man  whole  ipiritsare  lcized  on  by  fome  peftilential  ma- 
K  ligmty 
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lignity,  is  feeble  and  faint,  and  heartlefs  in  all  that  he 
does  ;  fo  this  man's  fpirits  being  pofiefled  by  the  plague 
of  this  malignant,  worldly  difpofition,  how  faint  is  he 
in  fecret  prayer !  How  fuperficial  in  examination  and 
meditation  r  How  feeble  in  heart-watchings,  and  hum- 
bling, mortifying  endeavours  !  How  nothing  at  all  in 
loving  and  walking  with  God,  rejoicing  in  him,  or 
defiling  him  !  So  that  both  thefe,  and  many  other  forts 
of  lazy  hypocrites  there  are,  who,  though  they  will 
trudge  on  with  you  in  the  eafy  outfide  of  religion,  yet 
will  never  be  at  any  pains  of  inward  and  fpiritual 
duties. 

4.  And  even  good  men  themfelves  deferve  this  re- 
proof, for  being  too  lazy  feekers  of  everlafting  Refh 
Alas,  what  difproportion  is  there  between  our  light  and 
cur  heat  ?  Our  profeftions  and  profecutions  ?  Who 
makes  that  hade,  as  if  it  were  for  heaven  ?  How  Hill 
we  ftand  !  How  idly  we  work  !  How  we  talk,  and 
jeft,  and  trifle  away  our  time  !  How  deceitfully  we  do 
the  work  of  God  !  How  we  hear,  as  if  we  heard  not ; 
and  pray,  as  if  we  prayed  not ;  and  confer,  and  ex- 
amine, arid  meditate,  and  reprove  fin,  as  if  we  did  it 
not ;  and  ufe  the  ordinances,  as  if  we  ufed  them  not ; 
and  enjoy  Chrift,  as  if  we  enjoyed  him  not !  As  if  we 
nad  learned  to  ufe  the  things  of  heaven  as  the  apoftle 
teachethus  to  ufe  the  world  !  Who  would  think,  that 
ilood  by  us,  and  heard  us  pray  in  private,  or  public, 
that  we  were  praying  for  no  lefs  than  everlafting  glory  ? 
Should  heaven  be  fought  no  more  earneilly  than  thus  ? 
Methinks  we  are  none  of  us  all  in  good  earneit  for  our 
fouls.  We  do  but  dally  with  the  work  of  God,  and 
play  with  Chrift,  as  children  play  with  their  meat  when 
they  mould  eat  it;  we  hang  upon  ordinances  from  day 
to  day,  but  we  ftir  not  up  curfelves  to  feek  the  Lord. 

I  fee  a  great  many  very  conftant  in  hearing  and  pray- 
ing, but  they  do  not  hear  and  pray  as  if  it  were  for 
their  lives.  Oh,  what  a  frozen  ftupidity  hath  benumbed 
us  !  The  plague  of  Lot's  wife  is  upon  us,  as  if  we 
were  changed  into  lifelefs  and  immoveable  pillars.  We 
are  dying,  and  we  know  it,  and  yet  we  ftir  not; 
we  are  at  the  door  of  eternal  happinefs  or  mifery,  and 
yet  we  perceive  it  not :  Death  knocks,  and  we  hear  it 
not  :  God  cries  to  us,  "  To-day  if  you  will  hear  my 
voice,  harden  not  your  hearts.     Work  while  it  is  day, 

for 
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for  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work."  Now 
ply  your  bufinels,  now  labour  for  your  lives,  now  lay 
out  all  your  itrength,  now  or  never  :  and  yet  we  ftir  no 
more  than  if  we  were  half  aflecp.  What  haile  do  death 
and  judgment  make!  How  faft  do  they  come  on! 
They  are  almoft  at  us,  and  yet  what  little  haile  make 
we  !  The  fpur  of  God  is  in  our  fide  ;  we  bleed,  we 
groan,  and  yet  we  do  not  mend  our  pace.  Lord,  what 
a  fenfelefs,  fottifh,  earthly  thing  is  a  hard  heart !  *  That 
we  will  not  go  roundly  and  cheerfully  toward  heaven 
without  all  this  ado  !  No,  nor  with  it  neither !  Where 
is  the  man  that  is  ferious  in  his  Chriftianity  ?  Mcthtnks 
men  every  where  make  but  a  trifle  of  their  eternal  ftate. 
They  look  after  it  but  a  little,  by  the  bye  ;  they  do  non 
make  it  the  tafk  and  bufinefs  of  their  lives. 

To  be  plain  with  you,  I  think  nothing  undoss  men 
fo  much  as  complimenting  and  jell  in  religion.  Oh, 
if  I  were  not  fick  myfelf  of  the  fame  difeafe,  with  what 
tears  mould  I  mix  this  ink  ;  and  with  what  groans 
mould  I  exprefs  thefe  fad  complaints  :  and  with  what 
heart  grief  ihould  I  mourn  over  this  univerfal  deadnefs! 
Do  the  magiltrates  among  us  ferioufly  perform  their 
portion  of  the  work  ?  Are  they  zealous  for  God  ?  Do 
they  build  up  his  houfe  ?  Are  they  tender  of  his 
honour  ?  Do  they  fecond  the  word  ?  Encourage  the 
good  ?  Relieve  the  opprefTed  ?  Companionate  the  dif- 
treiTed  ?  And  fly  in  the  face  of  fin  and  finners,  as  being 
the  diilurbers  of  our  peace,  and  the  only  caufes  of  all 
our  miferies  ?  Do  they  ftudy  how  to  do  the  utmoft  they 
can  for  God  ?  To  improve  their  power  and  parts,  and 
wealth,  and  honour,  and  all  their  intereits  for  the 
greateft  advantages  to  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  as  men 
that  mult  ihortly  give  an  account  of  their  flewardfhip? 
Or  do  they  build  their  own  houfes,  and  feek  their  ad- 
vancement and  contend  for  their  own  honours,  and 
do  no  more  for  Chrifl:  than  needs  they  muit,  or  than 
lies  in  their  way,  or  than  is  put  by  others  into  their 
hands,  or  than  Hands  with  the  pleahng  of  their  friends, 
or  with  their  wordly  intereft  ? 

And   how  few  are  thofe  minifters  that  are  ferious  in 

their  work  !     Nay,   how  mightily  do  the  very  beft  fail 

in   this  !     Do  we  cry  out  of  man's  difobedience  to  the 

gofpel  in  the  evidence  and   power  of  the  Spirit,    and 

K  2  deal 
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deal  with  fin,  as  that  which  is  the  fire  in  our  towns  and 
hcufes,  and  by  force  pull  them  out  of  this  fire?  Do 
ue  perfuade  our  people,  as  tho>e  that  know  the  terrors 
of  the  Lord  mould  do  ?  Do  we  prefs  Chrift  and  rege- 
neration, and  faith  and  holinefs,  as  men  that  b?lieve 
indeed  that  without  thefe  they  mall  ne\  er  have  life  ? 
Do  our  bowels  yearn  over  the  ignorant,  and  the  care- 
lefs, and  ihs  obliinate  multitude,  as  men  that  believe 
their  own  doctrine?  When  we  look  them  in  the  face,  ■ 
do  our  hearts  melt  over  them,  left  we  mould  never  fee 
their  faces  in  reft.  Do  we  as  Paul,  tell  them  weepi-i g, 
of  their  fiefi-Iy  and  earthly  difpofition  ?  And  teach 
rhem  publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe,  night  and  day 
■with  tears  ?  And  do  we  entreat  them,  as  if  it  were  in- 
deed for  their  lives  ?  That  when  we  fpeak  of  the  joys 
and  miferies    of  another  world,  cur  people  may  fee  us 

fled  accordingly,  and  perceive  that  we  mean  as  wc 
fpeak  ?  Or  rather,  do  we  not  fludy  words  ?  As  if  a 
minifter's  bufinefs  were  to  tell  them  a  fmooth  tale  of  an 
hour  long,  and  io  look  no  more  after  them  till  the  next 
iermon. 

Oh  the  formal,  frozen,  lifelefs  fermons  which  we 
daily  hear  preached  upon  the  moft  weighty,  piercing 
fubjecls  in  the  world!  How  gently  do  we  handle  thoie 
fms,  which  will  handle  fo  cruelly  our  people's  fouls  ? 
And  how  tenderly  do  we  deal  with  their  carelefs  hearts, 
not  fpeaking  to  them  as  to  men  that  mult  be  awakened 
or  damned.  We  tell  them  of  heaven  and  hell  in  fuch 
a  fleepy  tone,  and  flight  way,  as  if  we  were  but  adling 
a  part  in  a  play  ;  fo  that  we  ufually  preach  our  people 
afleep  with  thofe  fubjecls,  which  one  would  think  fnould 
rather  endanger  fome  going  befide  then; Tel ves. 

In  a  word,  our  want  of  ferioufnefs  about  the  things 
.  of  heaven,  doth  charm  the  fouls  of  men  into  formality, 
and  hath  brought  them  to  this  cuflomary,  carelefs  head- 
ing, which  undoes  them.  The  Lord  pardon  the  great 
fin  of  the  miniftry  in  this  thing,  and,  in  particular, 
my  own. 

And  are  the  people  any  more  ferious*than  magiftrates 
and  minifters.  How  can  it  be  expected  ?  Reader,  look 
but  to  thyfeif,  and  refolve  the  queition.  A  fie  confeience,, 
and  fuffer  it  to  tell  thee  truly,  Haft  thou  fet  thine  eter- 
nal  reft  before  thine  eyes  as  the  great  buiinefs,  which 

thou 
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thou  had  to  do  in  this  world  ?  Haft  thou  itudied,  an:l 
cared,  and  watched,  and  laboured  with  all  thy  might, 
left  any  fhould  take  thy  crown  from  thee  ?  Haft  thou 
made  hafte,  left  thou  fhouldft  come  too  hue,  and  dL*  be- 
fore thy  work  be  done  ?  Hath  thy  heart  been  let  upon  it, 
and  have  thydefires  and  thy  thoughts  run  out  this  way  ? 
Hid  thou  preffbd  on  thro*  crowds  of  oppolition,  towards 
the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrifi 
Jefus  ?  When  you  have  fet  your  hand  to  the  work  of 
God,  have  you  done  it  with  all  your  might  ?  Can  con- 
fcience  witnefs  your  fecret  cries  and  groans,  and  tears? 
Can  your  families  witnefs  that  you  have  taught  them 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  warned  them  all  with  ear- 
nertnefs  and  unweariednefs  to  remember  God  and  their 
fouls  ?  Oh  that  you  had  done  but  as  much  for  them, 
as  that  damned  glutton  would  have  had  Lizarus  do  for 
his  brethren  on  earth,  to  warn  them  that  they  come  not 
to  that  place  of  torment !  Can  your  minifters  witnefs 
that  they  heard  you  cry  out,  "  What  fhall  we  do  to  be 
faved  ?  "  And  that  you  have  followed  them  with  com- 
plaints again  ft  your  corruptions,  and  with  earneft  en- 
quiries after  the  Lord?  Can  your  neighbours  about 
you  witnefs,  that  you  are  ftill  learning  of  them  that 
are  able  to  inilruct  you  ?  And  that  you  plainly  and 
roundly  reprove  the  ungodly,  and  take  pains  for  the 
faving  of  your  brethren's  fouls  ?  Let  all  thefe  witnefles 
judge  this  day  between  God  and  you,  whether  you  are 
in  good  earneft  about  eternal  Reft, 

But  yet  if  you  cannot  difcern  your  neglefls,  look 
but  to  ycurfelves,  within  you,  without  you,  to  the 
work  you  have  done.  You  can  tell  by  his  work  whe- 
ther your  fervant  have  loitered,  though  you  did  not  fee 
him  ;  fo  you  may  by  yourlelves.  Is  your  love  to 
Chrift,  your  faith,  your  zeal,  and  other  graces,  ftrong 
or  weak  ?  What  are  your  joys  ?  What  isyo  t 
ance  ?  Is  all  ri^ht  and  ilrong,  and  in  order  w  ithin 
you?  Are  you  ready  to  die,  if  this  fhould  be  the  day  ? 
Do  the  fouls,  among  whom  ye  have  converted,  blefs 
you  ?  Why,  judge  by  this,  and  it  will  quickly  appear 
whether  you  have  been  labourers  or  loiterers. 

CHAP. 
X  3 
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CHAP.    VI. 

An  Exhortation  to  Seriousness  in  feeking  RlJI  . 

T  HOPE,  reader,  by  this  time  thou  art  fomewhat 
1  fenfible,  what  a  defperate  thing  it  is  to  trifle  about 
eternal  Reft  :  and  how  deeply  thou  haft  been  guilty  of 
this  thyfeif.  And  I  hope  alfo,  that  thou  dareft  not 
now*furter  this  conviction  to  die  :  but  art  refolved  to  be 
another  man  for  the  time  to  come  :  what  fay  eft  thou  ? 
thy  refolutiVm?  If  thou  wert  fick  of  fonie  def- 
difeafe,  and  the  phyftcjah  fhonid  tell  tn'ee,  If 
'..it  obferve  but  one  thing,  I  t'oubt  not  to  cure 
thee*,  wouldit  thou  not  obferve  it?  Why,  if  thou  wilt 
obferve  but  this  one  thing  for  thy  foal,  I  make  no 
ocubt  of  thy  falvation  :  if  thou  wilt  now  but  make  off 
thy  -loth,  and  put  to  all  thy  ftrength,  and  be  a  down- 
right Chriftian,  I  know  not  what  can  hinder  thy  hap- 
pinefs.  As  far  as  thou  art  gone  from  God,  if  thou 
now  return  and  feek  him  with  thy  whole  heart,  no 
doubt  but  thou  malt  find  him.  As  unkindly  as  thou 
haft  dealt  with  Jefus  Chrift,  if  thou  didft  but  feel  thy- 
feif fick  and  dead,  and  feek  him  heartily,  and  apply 
thyfeif  in  good  earneft  to  the  obedience  of  his  laws, 
thy  falvation  were  as  fure  as  if  thou  hadft  it  already  ; 
but  as  full  as  the  fatisfaction  of  Chriil  is,  as  free  as  the 
promife  is,  as  large  as  the  mercy  of  God  is;  yet  if 
thou  do  but  look  on  thefe,  and  talk  of  them,  when 
thou  {houldft  greedily  entertain  them,  thou  wilt  be  never 
the  better  for  them  :  and  if  thou  {houldft  loiter  when 
thou  fhouldft  labour,  thou  wilt  lofe  the  crown.  O  fall 
to  work  then  fpeedilyand  ferioufly,  and  blefs  God  that 
thou  haft  yet  time  to  do  it  :  and  though  that  which  is 
p:.ft  c2nnot  be  recalled,  yet  redeem  the  time  now  by 
doubling  thy  diligence. 

And  becaufe  thou  fhalt  fee  I  ur^ e  thee  not  without 
caufe,  1  will  here  adjoin  a  multitude  of  confederations 
to  move  thee  ;  their  intent  and  ufe  is,  to  drive  thee 
from  delaying  and  from  loitering  in  feeking  Reft. 
Whoever  thou  art,  therefore,  I  entreat  thee  to  I 
up  vhy  fpirit,   and  give  me  awhile  thy  attention,    and 
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(as  Mofes  faid  to  the  people)  "  Set  thy  heart  to  all  the 
words  that  I  teflify  to  thee  this  day,  for  it  is  not  a 
vain  thing,  but  it  is  for  thy  life."  Weigh  what  I 
here  write,  with  the  judgment  of  a  man  ;  and  the 
Lord  open  thy  heart,  and  fallen  his  counfel  effectually 
upon  thee. 

i.  Confider,  our  affections  and  actions  mould  be 
anfwerable  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  ends  to  which  they 
are  intended.  Now  the  ends  of  a  Chriilian's  defircs 
and  endeavours  are  fo  great,  that  no  human  under- 
Handing  on  earth  can  comprehend  them  ;  w  hcthcr  you 
refpect  their  proper  exxellency,  exceeding  importance, 
or  their  abfolute  neceffity. 

Thefe  ends  are  the  glorifying  of  God,  the  falvation 
of  our  own  and  other  men's  fouls,  in  efcaping  the  tor- 
ments of  hell,  and  pofTemng  the  glory  of  heaven.  And 
can  a  man  be  too  much  affected  with  things  of  fuch 
moment?  Can  he  defire  them  too  earneftly,  or  love 
them  too  violently,  or  labour  for  them  too  diligently  ? 
When  we  know  that  if  our  prayers  prevail  not,  and 
our  labour  fucceeds  not,  we  are  undone  for  ever,  { 
think  it  concerns  us  to  feek  and  labour  to  the  purpofe. 
"When  it  is  put  to  the  queition,  Whether  we  mall  live 
for  ever  in  heaven  or  in  hell  ?  And  the  qucftion  mull 
be  refolved  upon  our  obeying  the  gofpel,  or  difobeying 
it,  upon  the  painfulnefs  or  the  ilothfulnefs  of  our 
prefent  endeavours,  I  think  it  is  time  for  us  to  bcilir 
ourfelves,  and  to  leave  our  trifling  and  complimenting 
with  God. 

2.  Confider,  our  diligence  fhould  be  anfwerable  to 
the  greatnefs  of  the  work  which  we  have  to  do,  as  well 
as  to  the  ends  of  it. 

Now  the  works  of  a  Chriflian  here  are  very  many 

and  very  great.    The  foul  mull  be  renewed  ;  many  and 

great  corruptions  mortified  ;    cultom,   temptations,  and 

worldly    intereit   mull    be    conquered;    fie Qi    mull   be 

-cred  !     Life,    and  friends,  and  credit,  and  all  mult 

be   flighted  ;    confiience   muft   be   upon  good  grounds 

Quieted  ;    affurance  of  a  pardon  and  falvation  muf^be 

And   though  it  is  God   that   mull   give   us 

thefc,    and   that   freely,    without  our  own  merits  ;    yet 

not  give  them  without  our  earneft  feefetng  and 

ir. 

Befidesj 
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Befides,  there  is  a  deal  of  knowledge  to  be  got,  for 
the  guiding  ourfelves,  for  defending  the  truth,  for  the 
direction  of  others,  and  a  deal  of  fkill  for  the  right 
managing  of  our  parts  :  many  ordinances  are  to  be 
ufed,  and  duties  to  be  performed,  ordinary,  and  ex- 
traordinary; every  age,  and  year,  and  day,  doth  re- 
quire frelh  fucceffion  of  duty  ;  every  place  we  come  in, 
every  perfon  we  have  to  deal  with,  every  change  of 
our  condition,  doth  {till  require  the  renewing  our  la- 
bour, and  bringing  duty  along  with  it :  wives,  child- 
ren, fervants,  neighbours,  friends,  enemies,  all  of  them 
call  for  duty  from  us  :  and  all  this  of  great  importance 
too  ;  fo  that  for  the  moft,  if  we  mifcarry  in  it,  it  would 
prove  our  undoing. 

Judge  then  yourfelves,  whether  men  that  have  fo 
much  bufinefs  lying  upon  their  hands,  mould  not  beftir 
them  ?  And  whether  it  be  their  wifdom  either  to  delay, 
or  to  loiter  ? 

3.  Confider,  Our  diligence  fhould  be  quickened, 
becaufe  of  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  the  time 
allotted  us  for  the  performing  of  all  this  work,  and 
the  many  and  great  impediments  which  we  meet  with. 
Yet  a  few  days,  and  we  (hall  be  here  no  more.  Time 
pafleth  on  :  many  difeafes  are  ready  to  aflault  us.  We 
that  now  are  preaching,  and  hearing,  and  talking,  and 
walking,  mull  very  fhortly  be  carried,  and  laid  in  the 
dull,  and  there  left  to  the  worms  in  darknefs  and  cor- 
ruption :  we  are  almoit  there  already  ;  it  is  but  a  few 
days,  or  months,  or  years,  and  what  are  thefe  when 
once  they  are  pail  ?  We  know  not  whether  we  mall 
have  another  fermon,  or  fabbath,  or  hour.  How  then 
mould  thofe  beftir  them  for  their  Everlafting  Reft,  who 
know  they  have  fo  fhort  a  fpace  for  fo  great  a  work  ? 
Befides,  every  flep  in  the  way  hath  its  difficulties;  the 
gate  is  fir  ait  and  the  'way  narrow  :  the  right 'ous  themjeh-oes 
are  fear cely  faved.  Scandals  aud  difcouragements  will 
be  ftill  call  before  us;  and  can  all  thefe  be  overcome 
by  flothful  endeavours? 

4.  Moreover,  Our  diligence  mould  be  anfwerable 
to  the  diligence  of  our  enemies  in  feeking  oar  destruc- 
tion. For  if  we  fit  ilill  while  they  are  plotting  and 
labouring;  or  if  we  be  lazy  in  our  defence,  while  they 
are  diligent  in  aflaulting  us,  .'you  may  eafiJy  conceive 

4  how 
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how  we  are  likely  to  fpeed.  Plow  diligent  is  Satsn  in 
all  kind  of  temptations  ?  Therefore,  "  Bs  fober  and 
vigilant,  becaufc  your  adverfary  the  devil  as  a  roaring 
lion,  walketh  about  feeking  whom  he  may  devour." 
How  diligent  are  all  the  miniilers  of  Satan  i  Faife 
teachers,  fcorners  at  godlinefs,  malicious  perfecutors, 
all  unwearied  ;  and  our  inward  corruption  the  moll 
bufy  and  diligent  of  all.  Whatever  we  are  about,  it 
is  ftilt  refilling  us;  depraving  our  duties,  perv 
our  thoughts,  dulling  our  afFedlions  to  good,  exciting 
them  to  evil  :  and  will  a  feeble  lefiilance  ferve  our 
turn  ?  Should  we  not  be  more  active  for  our  own  pre- 
fervation,   than  our  enemies  for  our  ruin  ? 

5.  Our  afTeclions  and  endeavours  mould  bear  fems 
proportion  with  the  talents  we  have  received,  and  the 
means  we  have  enjoyed. 

It  may  well  be  expeclci  that  a  horfeman  flja.ll  go 
fafler  than  a  footman  ;  and  he  that  hath  a  fwift  horle, 
fafter  than  he  that  hath  a  flow  one.  More  work  will 
be  expecled  from  a  found  man  than  from  the  fick  ; 
and  from  a  man  at  age,  than  from  a  child.  And  to 
whom  men  commit  much,  from  them  they  will  expect 
the  more. 

Now  the  talents  which  we  have  received  are  many 
and  great;  the  means  which  we  have  enjoyed  are  very 
many,  and  very  precious.  What  people  breathing  on 
earth,  have  had  plainer  mltruclions,  or  more  forcible 
penuarions,  or  conilant  admonitions,  in  feafon  and  out 
of  feafon?  Sermons,  till  we  have  been  weary  of  them  : 
and  fabbaths,  till  we  profaned  them  ?  Excellent  books 
in  fuch  plenty  that  we  knew  not  which  to  read  ?  What 
people  have  had  God  fo  near  them,  as  we  have  had  ? 
Or  have  feen  Chrilt,  as  it  were,  crucified  before  their 
eyes,  as  we  have  done?  What  people  have  had  heaven 
and  hell,  as  it  were,  opened  unto  them,  as  we  have? 
Scarce  a  day  wherein  we  have  not  had  fome  fpur  to 
put  us  on.  What  fpeed  then  fhould  fuch  a  people 
make  for  heaven  ?  How  ihould  they  fly  that  are  thus 
winged  ?  And  how  fwi.ftly  fhould  they  fail  that  have 
wind  and  tide  to  help  them  ?  Believe  it,  brethren, 
God  looks  for  more  from  England,  than  from  moll  na- 
tions in  the  world  ;  and  for  more  from  you  that  enjoy 
thefe  helps,  than  from  the  dark,  untaught  congregations. 

e.f 
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of  the  land.  A  fmall  meafure  of  grace  befeems  not 
fuch  a  people;  nor  will  an  ordinary  diligence  in  the 
work  of  God,  excufe  them. 

6.  The  vigour  of  our  affections  and  actions  fhould  be 
anfwcrable  to  the  great  coil  bellowed  upon  us,  and  to 
the  deep  engaging  mercies  which  we  have  received 
from  God.  Surely  we  owe  more  fervice  to  our  Mailer, 
from  whom  we  have  our  maintenance,  than  we  do  to  a 
itranger,  to  whom  we  were  never  beholden. 

O  the  colt  that  God  hath  been  at  for  our  fakes !  The 
riches  of  fea  and  land,  of  heaven  and  earth,  hath  he 
poured  out  unto  us.  All  our  lives  have  been  filled  up 
with  mercies  ;  we  cannot  look  back  upon  one  hour  of 
it,  or  one  paffage  in  it,  but  we  may  behold  mercy. 
We  feed  upon  mercy,  we  wear  mercy  on  our  backs, 
we  tread  upon  mercy,  mercy  within  us,  mercy  without 
us,  for  this  life,  and  for  that  to  come.  6  the  rare 
deliverances  that  we  have  partook  of,  both  national 
and  perfonal !  How  oft,  how  feafonably,  how  fully, 
have  our  prayers  been  heard,  and  our  fears  removed? 
What  large  catalogues  of  particular  mercies  can  every 
Chrillian  rehearfe  ?  To  offer  to  number  them  would 
be  as  endlefs  a  tafk,  as  to  number  the  flars,  or  the  fands 
of  the  fea  fhore. 

If  there  be  any  difference  betwixt  hel],  (where  we 
mould  have  been)  and  earth,  (where  we  now  are,)  yea, 
or  heaven,  (which  is  offered  to  us,)  then  certainly  we 
have  received  mercy.  Yea,  if  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God  be  mercy  ;  then  are  we  engaged  to  God  by 
mercy;  for  fo  much  did  it  coft  him  to  recover  us  to 
himfelf.  And  fhould  a  people  of  fuch  deep  engage- 
ments be  lazy  in  their  returns  ?  Shall  God  think  no- 
thing too  much  nor  too  good  for  us ;  and  fhali  we 
think  all  too  much  that  we  do  for  him  ?  Thou  art  an 
obferving,  fenfible  man,  who  knowefl  how  much  thou 
art  beholden  to  God,  1  appeal  to  thee,  is  not  a 
loitering  performance  of  a  few  heartlefs  duties,  an 
unworthy  requital  of  fuch  admirable  kindnefs  ?  For 
my  own  part,  when  I  compare  my  flow  and  unpro- 
fitable life,  with  the  frequent  and  wonderful  mercies 
received,  it  frames  me,  it  filenceth  me,  and  leaves  me 
inexcufable, 

7.   Confider 
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7.  Confider,  All  the  relations  which  we  ftand  in 
toward  God,  call  upon  us  for  our  utmoft  diligence. 
Should  not  the  pot  be  wholly  at  the  fervice  of  the 
potter  ?  Are  we  his  children,  and  do  we  not  owe  him 
our  moil  tender  affections,  and  dutiful  obedience  ? 
Are  we  the  fpoufe  of  Chrltt,  and  do  we  not  owe  him 
our  obfervance,  and  oar  love  ?  "If  he  be  our  Father, 
where  is  his  honour  ?  And  if  he  be  our  Matter,  where 
is  his   fear  ?     We  call  him  Lord  and  Mailer,   and   we 

'do  well  :  "  but  if  our  induftry  be  not  anfwerable  to 
our  relations,  we  condemn  ourfelves  in  faying,  we  are 
his  children,  or  his  fervants.  How  will  the  hard 
labour  and  daily  toil  that  fervants  undergo  to  pleafe 
their  matters,  judge  and  condemn  thofe  men  who  will 
not  labour  fo  hard  for  their  great  Matter  ?  Surely  there 
are  none  who  nave  a  more  honourable  matter  than  we, 
nor  can  expedi  fuch  fruit  of  their  labours. 

8.  How  clofe  mould  they  ply  their  work,  who  hive 
fuch  attendants  as  we  have?  All  the  world  are  our 
fervants,  that  we  may  be  fervants  of  God.  The  fun, 
and  moon,  and  ftars,  attend  us  with  their  light  and 
influence;  the  earth,  with  all  its  furniture,  is  at  our 
fervice.  How  many  thoufand  plants  and  flowers,  and 
fruits,  and  birds,  and  beafts,  do  all  attend  us  ?  The 
fea,  with  its  inhabitants,  the  air,  the  wind,  the  froft 
and  fnow,  the  heat  and  fire,  the  clouds  and  rain,  all 
wait  upon  us  while  we  do  our  work  ;  yea,  the  angels 
are  mitujlering  /pints  for  us.  And  is  it  not  an  intolerable 
crime  for  us  to  trifle,  while  all  thefe  are  employed  to 
attitt  us  ?  Nay  more  ;  the  patience  of  God  doth  wait 
upon  us ;  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  waiteth,  in  the  offers 
of  his  blood  ;  the  Holy  Spirit  waiteth,  in  ttriving  with 
our  backward  hearts ;  befides,  all  his  fervants,  the 
minitters  of  his  gofpel,  who  ttudy  and  wait,  and  preach 
and  wait,  and  pray  and  wait  upon  carelefs  fmners ;  and 
(hall  angels  and  men,  yea,  the  Lord  himfelf  ttand  by 
and  look  on,  while  thou  doll  nothing  ? 

O  Chriftians,  I  befeech  you,  whenever  you  are  on 
your  knees  in  prayer,  or  reproving  the  tranfgrettbrs, 
or  exhorting  the  obttinate,  or  upon  any  duty,  remember 
what  attendants  you  have  for  this  work;  and  then  judge 
kow  it  behoves  you  to  perform  it. 

9.  Jiow 
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9.  How  forward  and  painful  fhould  we  be  in  that 
work,  where  we  are  fure  we  can  never  do  enough  ? 
If  there  were  any  danger  in  over-doing,  then  it  might 
well  caufe  men  to  moderate  their  endeavours ;  but  wc 
know,   That  if  zve  could  do  all,  tot  were  but  unprofitable 

Jervants  s  much  more  when  we  fail  in  all. 

It  is  true,  a  man  may  poflibly  preach  too  much,  or 
hear  too  much,  (though  I  have  known  few  that  did  fo) 
but  yet  no  man  can  obey  or  ferve  God  too  much,  one 
cluty  may  be  faid  to  be  too  long,  when  it  fhuts  out 
another;  and  then  it  ceafeth  indeed  to  be  a  duty.  And 
all  fuperftition,  or  worfhip  of  our  own  devifing,  may 
be  called  a  righteoufnefs  over-much  ;  yet  as  long  as 
you  keep  your  fervice  to  the  rule  of  the  word,  you  never 
need  to  fear  being  righteous  over-much  :  orelfe  we  fliould 
reproach  the  Lord  and  Lawgiver  of  the  Church,  as  if 
he  commanded  us  to  do  too  much. 

If  the  world  were  not  mad  with  malice,  they  could 
never  be  fo  blinded  in  this  point  as  they  are:  to  think 
that  diligence  in  Chrift  is  folly  and  fingularity  ;  and 
that  they  who  fet  themfelves  wholly  to  fcek  eternal  life, 
are  but  precife  Puritans  !  The  time  is  near,  when 
they  will  eafily  confefs,  that  God  could  not  be  loved  or 
ferved  too  much,  and  that  no  man  can  be  too  bufy  to 
fave  his  foul  ;  for  the  world  you  may  eafily  do  too 
much,  but  herein  (in  God's  way)  you  cannot. 

10.  Confider,  They  that  trifle  in  the  way  to  heaven, 
lofe  all  their  labour.  If  two  be  running  in  a  race,  he 
that  runs  flowed:,  had  as  good  never  run  at  all  ;  for  he 
lofeth  the  prize,  and  his  labour  both.  Many,  who 
like  Agrippa,  are  but  ahnoji  Chrijiian.:,  will  finti  in  the 
end  they  fhall  be  but  almoft  faved.  God  hath  let  the 
rate  at  which  the-  pearl  mud:  be  bought  ;  if  you  bid  a 
penny  lefs,  you  had  as  good  bid  nothing.  As  a  man 
that  is  lifting  at  fome  weighty  things,  if  he  put  to 
almofl;  flrength  enough,  it  is  as  good  he  put  to  none  at 
all,   for  he  doth  but  lofe  all  his  labour. 

O  how  many  profeffors  of  Chriitianlty  will  find  this 
true  to  their  forrow,  who  have  had  a  mind  to  the  ways 
of  God,  and  have  kept  up  a  dull  talk  of  duty,  but 
never  came  to  ferious  Chriftianity  ?  How  many  a 
duty  have  they  loft,  for  want  of  doing  them  thoroughly. 

Many 
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Many  Jh  all  feck  to  enter,  and  not  be  able:  who,  if  they 
had  driven,  might  have  been  able.  O  therefore  put 
to  a  little  more  diligence  and  ftrength,  that  all  be  not 
m  vain  that  you   have  done  already  ! 

1 1.  Furthermore,  We  have  loll  a  great  deal  of  time 
already,  and  therefore  it  is  reafon  that  we  labour  (o 
much  the  harder.  If  a  traveller  fleep.  or  trifle  out 
rnoft  of  the  day,  he  mufl  travel  fo  much  the  fafter  in 
the  evening,  or  fall  fhort  of  his  journey's  end.  With 
fome  of  us  our  childhood  and  youih  is  gone;  with 
fome  alfo  their  middle  age  ;  and  the  time  before  us  is 
very  uncertain.  What  a  deal  of  time  we  have 
away,  and  talked  away,  and  played  away  ?  What  a 
deal  have  we  (pent  in  worldly  thoughts  and  labours. 
•or  in  mere  idlenefs  ?  Though  in  likelihood  the  moffc 
of  our  time  is  ("pent,  yet  how  little  of  our  woik  is 
done?  And  is  it  not  time  to  bcllir  ourieives  in  the 
■evening  of  our  days  ?  The  time  which  we;  have  I  .  . 
can  never  be  recalled  ;  fliould  we  not  then  redeem  ic 
by  improving  the  little  which  remaiaeth  ?  You  may 
receive  indeed  an  equal  reco.npence  with  thoft  (hat  httvt 
bxme  the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  day,  though  you  cc-y;i 
not  in  till  the  lajl  hour:  but  then  you  mult  be  lure  t^ 
labour  diligently  ihat  hour:  It  is  enough,  fure,  that  we 
have  loll  (o  much  of  our  lives.  Let  us  not  now  b. 
foolilh  as  to  lole  the  reft. 

•  12.  Confider,  the  greater  your  lavings-out  are,  the 
greater  will  be  your  comings-in.  Though  you  may 
leem  to  lofe  your  labour  at  the  prefect,  yet  the  hour 
cometh  when  you  fhall  find  it  with  advantage.  The 
feed  which  is  buried  and  dead,  will  bring  foith  a  plen- 
tiful incrcafe  at  the  harveft.  Whatever  you  do,  an.i 
whatever  you  fuff'er,  everlailing  Relt  will  pay  for  all. 
There  is  no  repenting  of  labours  and  fufferings  in 
heaven;  none  lays,  "Would  I  had  fpared  my  pains, 
.and  prayed  lels,  or  been  leis  lf-riS,  and  did  as  the  reft 
of  my  neighbours  did  :  "  there  is  not  inch  a  thought 
in  heaven  as  this.  But  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be 
their  joy  to  look  back  upon  their  labours,  and  conhder 
how  the  mighty  power  of  God  did  bring  them  through 
all.  Who  ever  complained  that  he  came  to  heaven  at 
too  dear  a  rate :  or  that  his  falvation  coll  him  more 
L  labour 
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labour  than  it  was  worth  ?  We  may  lay  of  all  our 
labour,  as  Paul  of  his  fufferings,  "  I  reckon  that  the 
fuffcrings  (and  labours)  of  the  prelent  time,  are  not 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  fhall  be 
revealed."  We  labour  but  for  a  moment,  but  we 
fhall  reR  for  ever.  WTho  would  not  put  forth  all  his 
Strength  for  one  hour,  when  he  may  be  a  prince  while 
he  lives  ? 

Oh,  what  is  duty  and  fufFering  for  a  fhort  life,  • 
in  refpecl  of  endlefs  joys  with  God  ?  Will  not  all  our 
tears  be  then  wiped  azv ay  ?  and  all  the  iorrows  of  our 
duties  forgotten  ?  But  yet  the  Lord  will  not  forget 
them:  "for  he  is  not  unjuft  to  forget  our  work  and 
labour  of  love." 

13.  Confider,  violent  and  laborious  (triving  for 
falvation,  is  the  way  that  the  wifdom  of  God  hath 
directed  us  to,  as  heft,  and  his  fovereign  authority  ap- 
pointed us,  as  necelfary.  Who  knows  the  way  to 
heaven  better  than  the  God  of  heaven  ?  When  men 
tell  us  that  we  are  too  ftric"t,  whom  do  thev  accufe, 
Gcd  or  us  ?  If  we  do  no  more  than  what  we  are  com- 
manded, nor  io  much  neither.;  they  may  as  well  fay, 
God  hath  made  laws  which  are  too  fincl.  Sure,  if  it 
were  a  fault,  it  would  lie  in  him  that  commands,  and 
not  in  us  who  obey.  And  dare  thele  men  think  that 
they  are  wiler  than  God?  What  do  they  lefs,  when 
God  bids  us  take  the  moil  diligent  courfe,  and  they 
tell  us,  it  is  more  ado  than  needs  P  Mark  well  the 
language  of  God,  and  fee  how  you  can  reconcile  it 
with  the  language  of  ihe  world:  "The  kingdom  of 
heaven  luffereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by 
force.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  flrait  gate:  for  many 
fhall  feek  to  enter  in,  and  will  not  be  able.  Whatfoever 
thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might; 
for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
wifdom  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goeft.  Work  out 
your  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling.  Give  diligence 
to  make  your  calling  and  election  fuie.  If  the  righteous 
be  fcarcely  faved,  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  firmer 
appear  ?  " 

This  is  the  conftant  language  of  Chrift  ;  and  which 
.fhall  I  follow,  God  or  men:  yea,  and  that  the  wor It 
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and  mofl  wicked  men  ?  Shall  I  think  that  very  igno- 
rant, worldly  fot,  that  can  only  call  a  man  a  Puritan, 
knows  more  than  Chrifl,  or  can  tell  God  how  to  mend 
the  fcriptures  ?  Let  them  bring  all  the  feeming  rcafori 
they  can  againfi  the  holy?  violent  driving  of  the  faints ; 
and  this  fufficeth  me  to  confute  them  all,  that  God  is- 
of  another  mind,  and  he  hath  commanded  me  to  do 
much  more  than  I  do  :  and  though  I  could  fee  no 
•reafon  for  it,  yet  his  will  is  reaibn  enough  to  me:  I 
am  fure  God  is  worthy  to  govern  us,  if  we  were  bciier 
than  we  are.  Who  fhould  make  laws  for  us.  but  he 
that  made  us?  Ana  who  fhould  mark  out  the  way  to 
heaven,  but  he  that  mud  bring  us  thither  ?  And  who 
fhould  determine  on  what  condition  we  {hall  be  f: 
but  he  that  beflows  the  gift  of  falvation  ?  So  h  it  let? 
the  world,  or  the  flefh,  or  the  devil,  (peak 
holy,  laborious  courfe,  this  is  my  anfwer,  God  ha4  h 
manded  it. 

14.   Moreover,    It  is  a  courfe  that  all  men    i 
world  either  do,  or  will  approve  of.     There  is  hot  a 
man  that  ever  was,  or  is,  or  fhall  be,   but  (hail   one 
day  juflify  the  diligence  of  the  faints.    And  who  would 
not  go  that  way  which  every  man  fhall  applaud  ? 

It  is  true,  it  is  now  •'  a  way  every  where  fpeken 
againfi  and  hated;"  but  let  me  tell  you,  1.  Moll  that 
fpeak  againfi  it,  in  their  judgments  approve  of  it ;  only, 
becaufe  the  practice  of  godlinefs  is  againfi  the  plcafures 
of  the  flefh,  therefore  do  :hey,  againfi  their  own  judg- 
ments, refill  it.  They  have  not  one  word  of  reafon 
againfi  it,  but  reproaches  and  railing  are  their  befl 
arguments.  2.  Thofe  that  are  now  againfi  it,  whether 
in  judgment  or  paflion,  will  fhortly  be  of  another 
mind.  If  they  come  to  heaven,  their  minds  raufl  be 
changed  before  they  come  there.  If  they  go  to  hell, 
their  judgment  will  then  be  altered,  whether  they  wiii 
or  no. 

If  you  could  fpeak  with  every  foul  that  fufFereth 
thofe  torments,  and  afk,  whether  it  be  pofhble  to  be 
too  diligent  and  ferious  in  ieeking  falvation  ?  you  ma/ 
eafily  conjeflure  what  anfwer  they  would  return: 
Take  the  bitterefl  deriders  or  perfecutors  of  godlinefs, 
even  thofe   that  will  venture  their  lives  to  overthrow 
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it,  if  thofe  men  do  not  fhortly  wifh  a  thoufand  times 
thit  they  had  been  the  moft  holy,  diligent  chriftians  on 
earth,  then  let  me  bear  the  ihame  of  a  falie  prophet 
for  ever. 

Remember  this,  you  that  will  be  of  the  opinion  and 
W3y  that  rhofl  are  of:  Why  will  you  not  be  of  the 
opinion  then  that  all  will  be  (hortlv  of  ?  Why  will 
you  be  of  the  judgment  which  you  are  fine  you  (hail 
all  ftjortly  change?  O  that  you  were  but  as  wife  in 
this  as  thofe  that  zre  now  in  hell  ! 

15.  Conlider,  They  that  have  been  the  moft  ferious, 
painful  ehr'.Aians,  when  they  come  to  die,  exceedingly 
lament  their  negligence.  Thole  that  have  wholly  ad- 
dicted themfelves  to  the  work  of  God,  and  have  made 
h  the  buhnefs  of  their  lives,  and  have  flighted  the 
world,  and  mortified  the  flefh,  and  have  been  the 
wonders  of  the  world  for  their  heavenly  converfation  ; 
yet  when  confeience  is  deeply  awakened,  how  do  their 
failings  wound  them  ?  Even  thofe  that  are  hated  and 
derided  by  the  world  for  being  {o  ftrict,  and  are 
thought  to  be  almoft  behde  themielves,  for  their  extra- 
ordinary diligence;  yet  commonly  when  they  lie  dying, 
•wifh,  O  that  they  had  been  a  thoufand  times  more  holy,, 
more  heavenly,  more  laborious  for  their  fouls  ?  What 
a  cafe  then  will  the  negligent  world  be  in,  when  their 
eonfeiences  are  awakened,  when  they  lie  dying,  and 
look  behind  them  upon  a  lazy,  negligent  life  ;  and  look 
before  them  upon  a  fevere  and  terrible  judgment  ? 
What  an  efleem  will  they  have  for  a  holy  life!  For 
my  own  part,  I  may  fay  as  Erafmus,  "  They  accule 
roe  for  doing  too  much,  but  my  own  conkience,  ac- 
cufeth  me  for  doing  too  little,  and  being  too  flow  : 
and  it  is  far  eafier  bearing  the  (corns  of  the  world  than 
the  fcourges  of  confeience."  The  world  Ipeaks  at  a 
diftance  without  me,  fo  that  though  I  hear  their  word'* 
I  can  chufe  whether  I  will  feel  them.  But  my  con- 
feience fpeaks  within,  at  the  very  heart,  fo  that  every 
check  doth  pierce  me  to  the  auick.  Confeience,  when 
it  reprehends  juflly,  is  the  menenger  of  God:  ungodly- 
icvilers  are  the  voice  of  the  devil.  I  had  rather  be  re-. 
proachedby  the  devil  for  feeking  falvation,  than  reprov- 
ed  of  God  for   negle&ing   it :    I  had  father  the  world 

(ho 


II.  §6.    The  Saints  Everlasting  R.est.      125 

/hould  call  me  Puritan  in  the  devil's  name,  thin  ccn- 
fcience  fhould  call  Loiterer  in  God's  name.  As  God 
and  confcience  are  more  ufeful  friends  than  fatan  and 
the  world;  lb  are  they  more  dreadful,  irrefiflible  ene- 
mies. 

And  thus,  reader,  I  havefhewn  thee  fufficient  reafons 
againfl  thy  flotnfulnefs  and  negligence,  if  thou  be  not 
a  man  refolved  to  fhut  thine  eyes,  and  to  deftrcrv  thy- 
felf.  Yet,  left  all  this  {hould  not  prevail,  I  will  add 
fomewhat  more  to  perfuade  thee  to  be  ki  ious  in  thy  en- 
dcivours  for  heaven. 

i.   Confider,  God  is- in  good-earned  with  you;    and 
whv  then  fhould  you  not  be  fo  with  him  ?     In  his  com- 
mands,  he   means   as  ho  fpeaks,  and  will  verily  require 
your   real  obedience.      In  his  threatmngs^  he  is  ferious,  • 
and  will  mak"  them  all  good  againft  the  rebellious.      In 
his    promifes  he   is  ferious,   and  will  fulfil  them  to  the  " 
obedient,  even  to  the  lea  ft  tittle.      In  his  judgments  he 
is  ferious,    as  he   will  make  his  enemies  know  to  their 
tenor.    Was  not  God  in  good  earned  when  he  drowned  ■ 
the  world,  When  he  confumed   Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
when   he  fcattere'd   the    Jews?     And   very  fhortly  he 
will  lay  hcid  on  his  enemies  particularly,   man  by  man,  - 
and  make  them  know  that  he  is  in  good  earned  ;  efpe- 
eially  when  it  comes  to  the  great  reckoning  dzy.     And 
is  it  a  time  then  for  us  to  daily  with  God  ? 

2.  Jefus  Chriffc  was  ferious  iri  purchafmg  our  re- 
demption. He  was  ferious  in  teaching,  token  he  uegletled 
his  meat  and  drink,  John  iv.  32.  Pie  was  ferious  in 
praying,  when  he  continued  all  night  at  it.  He  was 
ferious  in  doing  good,  zohen  his  kindred  came  and  laid 
hands  on  him,  thinking  he  had  been  bfile  him  (elf  .  He 
was  ferious  in  fufFering,  token  he  fajicd  forty  days,  zoas 
tempted,  betrayed,  /pit  on,  buffotted,  crozoned  with  thorns, 
fweat  blood,  to  as  crucified,  pierced,  died.  There  was  no 
jetting  in  all  this  :  and  fhould  we  not  be  ferious  in  feek- 
ing  our  own  falvation  ? 

3.  The  Holy  Ghofl  is  ferious  in  folic  king  us  for 
our  happinefs;  his  motions  are  frequently  preiTing, 
and  importunate;  he  driveth  with  our  hearts:  He  is 
grieved  when  we  refid  him.     And  fhould  we  not  then 
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be  ferious  in  obeying  his  motions,  and  yielding  to  lus 
jfuit  ? 

4.  How  ferious  and  diligent  are  all  the  creatures  in 
their  lervice  to  thee?  What  hafle  makes  the  fun  to 
compafs  the  world  ?  And  how  truly  doth  it  return  at 
its  appointed  hour  ?  So  do  the  moon  and  other  planets. 
The  fprings  are  always  flowing  for  thy  ufe ;  the  rivers 
flill  running  ;  the  fpring  and  harveft;  keep  their  times. 
How  hard  doth  the  ox  labour  for  thee  from  day  to 
day  ?  How  painfully  and  fpeedily  doth  thy  horfe 
bear  thae  in  travel  ?  And  fhall  all  thefe  be  laborious, 
and  thou  only  negligent  ?  Shall  they  all  be  fo  ferious 
in  ferving  thee,  and  yet  thou  be  fo  flight  in  thy  fervice 
to  God  ? 

5.  Confider  the  fervants  of  the  world  and.  the  devil 
are  ferious  and  diligent  ;  they  ply  their  work  conti- 
nually, as  if  they  could  never  do  enough:  They  make 
bafte,  and  march,  furioufly,  as  if  they  were  afraid  of 
coming  to  hell  too  late :  They  bear  down  minifters, 
and  fermons,  and.  counfel,  and  all  before  them.  And 
ihall  they  do  more  for  the  devil,  than  thou  wilt  do  for 
God  ?  Or  be  more  diligent  for  damnation,  than  thou 
wilt  be  for  falvation  ?  Haft  not  thou  a  better  Matter  ? 
And  fweeter  employment?  And  fweeter  encourage- 
ment ?     And  a  better  reward  ? 

6.  There  is  no  jetting,  in  heaven,  nor  in  hell.  The 
Saints  have  a  real  happinefs,  and  the  damned  a  real 
mifery ;  the  Saints  are  ferious  and  high,  in  their  joy 
and  praife ;  and  the  damned  are  ferious  and  deep  in 
their  forrow  and  complaints.  There  are.no  rernifs  or 
fieepy  praifes  in  heaven-;  nor  any  remifs  or  fieepy 
lamentations  in  hell :  All  men  there  are  in  good  earneffc.. 
And  fhould  we  not  then  be  ferious  now  ?  I  dare  pro- 
mite  thee,  the  thoughts  of  thefe  things  will  fhortly  be 
ferious  thoughts  with  thyielf...  When  thou  coine.ft  to 
-Jeath  or  judgment,  O  what  deep  heart-piercing  thoughts 
wilt  thou  have  of  eternity!  Methinks  I  fore  fee  thee 
already  attoniihed,  to  think  how  thou  cculdft  poflibly 
make  fo  light  of  thefe  things  !  Methinks  I  even  hear 
thee  crying  out  of  thy  ftupidity  and  madnefs. 

And    now    having   laid  thee  down    thefe  undeniable 
uxneiits,    I. do,   in  the  name  of  God,   deman'd  ti.y 
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refolution  ;  what  fayeft  thou,  wilt  thou  yield  obedience 
or  not  ?  I  am  confident  thy  conference  h  convinced 
of  thy  duty.  Bareit  thou  now  go- on  in  thy  common 
carelefs  courfe,  againlt  the  plain  evidence  of  reafon  and 
commands  of  God,  and  againft  the  light  of  thy  own.  . 
confeience  ?  Dareft  thou  live  as  loofely,  and  fin  as 
boldly,  and  pray  as  feldom  and  as. coldly  as.  beibre? 
Dareft  thou  now  as  carnally  fpend  the  fabbath,  and 
ilumber  over  the  fervicc  of  God  as  (lightly,  and* think 
of  thine  everlafting  ltate  as  carelefsly  as  before  ?  Or 
doft  thou  not  rather  refolve  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  thy 
mind,  and  to  fet  thyfelf  wholly  about  the  work  of 
thy  falvation  ;  and  to  do  it  with  all  thy  might;  and  to  . 
break  over  ail  the  oppositions,  of  the  world  ;  and  to 
flight  all  their  fcorns  and  pei  fecutions  ;  To  cajl  of  the 
nveigbt  that  hangeth  on  thee,  and  the  Jin  that  doth  Jo  ejjily 
le/et  thee  y  ana  to  run  with  patience  and fpeed  the  race  that 
is  Jet  before  thee  ?  I  hope  thefe  are  thy  full  refolutions  : 
if  thou  art  well  in  thy  wits,  I  am  Aire  they  are. 

Yet  becaufc  I  know  the  ftrange  obitinacy  of  the 
heart  of  maq,  and  becaufe  1  would  fain  leave  thefe 
perfusions  faitened  is  thy  heart,  thaf  (o,  if  it  be  pof- 
fible,  thou  mighteft  he  awakened  to  thy  duty,  and  thy 
foul  might  live  ;  I  mall  proceed  with  thee  yet  a  little 
further.  And  1  once  more  entreat  thee  to  ftir  up  thy 
attention,  and  go  along  with  me  in  the  free  and  fober 
ufe  of  thy  reafon,  while  I  propound  thefe  following 
queitions  ;  and  1  command  thee  from  God,  that  thou 
refift  not  conviction,  but  anfwer  them  faithfully,  and 
obey  accordingly 

Queft,  i.  If  you  could  grow  rich  by  religion,  or  get 
lands  and  lordihips  thereby  ;  or  if  yen  could  be  reco- 
vered from  ficknefsby  it,  or  could  live  for  ever  in 
.profperity  on  earth;  what  kind  of  lives  would  you  then 
leadi,  and  what;  pains  would  you  u.ke,in  the  fervice  of 
God  ?  And  is  not  the  Reft  of  the  Saints  a  more  excel- 
lent  •  /an  all  tl 

Quell.  2.  If  the  law  of  the  land  did  punifn  every 
br.\ic!r  of  the  febbath,  or  every  omifiicn  of  family 
duties,  or  fecret  duties,  or  every  ecld.  and  heartlefs 
prayer,  with  death:  If  it  were  felony  pr  t  reafon  to  be 
negligent  in  worfhip,  and  looie  in  your  lives  ;  what 
iuiiaicr  of  perfons  would   you  thwii.bg?     And  whit 
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lives  would  you  lead  ?     And  is  not  eternal  death  more 
terrible  thai  temporal  ?  r 

Oueit.   3.  I!  it  \v«.re  God's  ordinary  courfc  to  punilh 
every*  fin  with  fome  prefent  judgment,  lo  that  every 
a.   can  fweafsi   or  is  drunk,  or   (peaks  a  lie    or 
Backbiteth  his  neigbfSottP,  he  fliould  be  ftru  .  or 

blind,  or  latoe  in  the  place.  Tf  God  did  >ur  .  i  ^ry 
cold  prayer,  ar  neglect  of  dtaty  with  fou  re  arkable 
plagute ;  what  itoanfcer  of  jettons  would  )oube?  If 
you  mould  Tudil-n'v  kX\  down  dead  like  Ananias  and 
Sapphita  with  the  iin  in  your  hands;  or  th  plague  of 
God  mould  feize  upon  )  ou  as  upon  the  FfraeHtes,  while 
their  fweet  morfels  were  yet  in  their  mouths.  If  bat  a 
mark  fhoohi  be  1st  in  the  fort  (head  o£  every  one  that . 
r.egle&ed  i  duty  or  co.-.-1  iitted  a  fin  :  what  kind  of 
lives  would  you  then  lead  I  And  is  not  eternal  wrath 
more  terrible  than  this  ? 

Queft.  4.  If  you  had  feen  the  general  dilToluticn  of. 
the  world,  and  all  the  pomp  and  glory  of  it  confumed 
to  afhes:  if  you  fa w  all  on  a  fire  about  you,  fumptuous 
buildings,  cities,  kingdoms,  land,  water,  earth,  heaven, . 
all  flaming  about  your  ears;  if  you  had  feen  all  that 
men  laboured  for,  and  fold  their  fouls  for,  gone  : 
friends  gone  :  the  place  of  vour  former  abode,  gone  : 
the  hiftory  ended,  and  all  come  down,  what  would  fuch 
a  fi<*ht  as  this  perfuade  you  to  do  ?  Why,  fuch  a  fight  1 
you  (hall  certainly  fee,  I  put  my  queftion  to  thee  in 
the  words  of  the  Apoftle,  2  Pet.  iii.  "  Seeing  all  thefe  * 
things  mall  be  diffoived,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought 
you  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlinefs ;  look- 
ing for-,  and  hafteni-ng  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of 
God,  wherein  the  heavens  being  on  fire  mall  be  dif- 
foived, and  the  elements  mail  melt  with  fervent  heat  ?  " 
As  if  we  mould  fay,  We  cannot  poilibly  conceive 
or  exprefs  what  manner  of  perfons  we  mould  be  in 
all  holinefs  and  godlinefs,  when  we  do  but  think  of 
the  fudden  and  certain;  and  terrible  dirTolution  of  all 
things  below. 

Queft.  5.  What  if  you  had  feen  the  procefs  of  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day  ?  If  you  had  feen  the  wicked 
ftand  trembling  on  the  left  hand  of  the  Judge,  and 
Chrift  himfelf  accufing  them  of  their  rebellions  and 
neglects,    and    reminding    them   of  all    their  former 
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fiigh'ings  of  his  grace,  and  at  la  it  condemning  them,  to 
perpetual  perdition  ?  If  you  had  feen  the  godly  ftand- 
ing  on  the  right  hand,  and  Jefus  Chrift  acknowledging 
their  faithful  obedience  and  adjudging  them  to  the  pof- 
iefiion  of  the  joy  oV  their  Lord  ?  What  manner  of  per- 
fons  would  you  have  been  after  fuch  a  fight  as  this? 
Why,  this  light  you  fhall  one  day  fee,  as  fure  as  you 
live.  And  why  then  fliould  not  the  foreknowledge  of 
fuch  a  day  awake  you  to  your  duty  ? 

Queft.  6.  What  if  you  had  once  feen  hell  open,  and 
all  the  damned  there  in  their  ceafelefs  torments,  and 
had  heard  them  crying  out  of  their  ilothfulnefs  in  the 
day  of  their  vifitation,  and  wifliing  that  they  had  but 
another  life  to  live,  and  that  God  would  but  try  them 
once  again  ?  One  crying  out  of  his  neglect  of  duty, 
and  another  of  his  loitering  and  trifling,  when  he 
fhould  have  been  labouring  for  his  life?  What  manner 
of  perfons  would  you  have  been  after  fuch  a  fight 
as  thir?  What  if  you  had  feen  heaven  opened,  as 
Stephen  did,  and  all  the  Saints  there  triumphing  in 
glory,  and  enjoying  the  end  of  their  labours  and  fuf- 
ferings  ?  What  a  life  would  you  live  after  fuch  a  fight- 
as  this  ?  Why,  you  will  fee  this  with  your  eyes  before 
it  be  long. 

Queft.  7.  What  if  you  had  been  in  hell  but  one  year,, 
or  one  day,  or  hour,  and  there  felt  thofe  torments  that 
now  you  do  but  hear  ?  And  God  mould  turn  you  into, 
the  world  again,  and  try  you  with  another  life-time, 
and  fay,  I  will  fee  whether  thou  wilt  be  yet  any  better: 
what  manner  of  perfons  would  you  be  £  If  you  were- 
to  live  a  thoufand  years,  would  you  not  live  as  ftrittly 
as  the  molt  precife  Saints,  and  fpend  all  thofe  years  in 
prayer  and  duty,  fo  you  might  but  efcape  the  torment 
which  you  fuffered  ?  How  feriouily  then  would  yon 
fpeak  of  hell  !  And  pray  againit  it. !  And  hear,  and 
read,  and  watch,  and  obey  1  How  earneftly  would 
you  admonifh  the  carelefs  to  take  heed,  and  look  about 
them  to  prevent  their  ruin  !  And  will  not  you  take 
God's  word  for  the  truth  of  this,  except  you  feel  it  I 
Is  it  not  your  wifdom  to  fpend  this  life  in  labouring  foe, 
heaven,  while  ye  have  it,  rather  than  to  lie  in  torment, 
\yifhing  for  more  time  in  vain, 

And 
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And  thus  I  have  faid   enough,  if  not  to  ilir  up  the 
lazy  Tinner  to  a  ferious  working  out  his   falvation,    yet 
at  leaft  to  filence  him,  and  leave  himinexcufable  at  the 
judgment  of  God.    If  thou  canft,  after  reading  all  this, 
go   on  in  the  fame  ncglecl  of  God,  and  thy  foul,   and 
draw  out  the  reft  of  thy  life  in  the  fame  dull  and  care- 
le!s  courfe  as  thou  hail  hitherto  done  ;  and  if  thou  hail 
fo   far   ft'jpiried    thy    confeience,    that  it  will    quietly* 
faffer  thee  to  forget  all  this,  and  to  trifle  out  the  reft 
of  thy  time  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  world,  when  in  the 
mean  while  thy  falvation  is  in  danger,  and  the  Judge 
is  at  the  door;    I  have  then  no  more  to  fay  to  thee  :  it 
is  as  good  fpeaking  to  a  reck.     Only  as  we  do  by  our 
friends  when  they  are  dead,  and  our  words  and  anions- 
can  do  them  no  good  ;  yet  to  teftify  our  affections,  we 
weep  and  mourn  for  them;  fo  will  I  alio  do  for  thefe 
fouls.     It  makes  my  heart  even  tremble  to  think  how 
they  will  ftand  trembling  before  the  Lord  !     And  how 
confounded  and  fpeechiefs   they  will  be,  when  Chrifl 
ihall  reafon  with  them  concerning  their  negligence  and 
floth  !     When  he  (hall  fay  as  in  Jer.  ii.  5,  9,   11,  1  c, 
**  What  iniquity   have  your  Fathers  (or  you)  found  in 
me,  that  ye  are  gone    far  from  me,  and  have  walked 
after  vanity?"     Did  I  ever  wrong  you,    or  do  you 
any  harm,  or  ever  difcourage  you  from  following  my 
fervice  ?      Was    my    way   fo  bad  that  you  could  not 
endure  it  ?     Or  my  fervice  fo  bafe  that  you  could  not 
ftoop  to  it  ?     Did  I  ftoop  to  the  fulfilling  of  the  law 
for  you,  and  could  not  you  ftoop  to  fulfil  the  eafy  con- 
ditions of  my  gofpel  ?     Was  the  world  or  fatan  a  better 
friend  to  you  than  I  ?     Or  had  they  done  for  you  more 
than  I  had  done  ?     Try  now  whether  they  will  fave 
you,  or  whether  they  will  recompenfe  you  for  the  lofs 
of  heaven  ?     Or   whether  they  will  be  as  good  to  you 
as  I  would  have  been  ?  "     O,  what  will  the  wretched 
finner  anfwer   to  any  of  this  ?     But  though  man  will 
not  hear,  yet  we  may  hope  in  fpeaking  to  God  : — Lord, 
fmite  thefe  rocks  till   they  gulh  forth  waters  :  though 
thefe  ears  are  deaf,  fay  to  them,  Epbpbaiba,  be  opened  : 
though   thefe   finners  be   dead,    let  that  power  fpeak, 
which  fome  time  faid,  Lazarus,  arife !     We  know  they 
will  be  awakened  at  the  laft  refurreclion  :  O,   but  then 
it  will  be  only  to  their  forrow.    O  thou  that  didft  weep 

and 
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and  groan  over  dead  Lazarus,  pity  thefe  fad  and  fenfe- 
lefs  fouls,  till  they  are  able  to  weep,  and  groan  for, 
and  pity  tbemfelves.  As  thou  hafl  bid  thy  fervant 
fpeak,  fo  fpeak  now  thyfelf ;  they  will  hear  thy  voice 
fpeaking  to  their  ears.  Long  haft  thou  knocked  at 
thefe  hearts  in  vain,  now  break  the  doors,  and  en- 
ter in. 

Yet  T  will  add  a  few  more  words  to  good  men  in 
particular,  to  mew  them  why  they  above  aH  men 
mould  be  laborious  for  heaven  ;  and  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  reafon,  that  though  all  the  world  fit  ltill, 
yet  they  (hould  abhor  that  lazinefs  and  negligence,  and 
Jay  out  all  their  ftrength  in  the  work  of  God.  To 
this  end,  I  defire  them  alfo  to  anfwer  foberly  to  thefe 
few  queftions. 

Queft.  i.  What  manner  of  perfons  mould  thofe  be, 
who  have  felt  the  fmart  of  their  negligence,  in  the 
new-birth,  in  their  feveral  wounds  and  trouble  of  con- 
science, in  their  doubts  and  fears,  in  their  various 
afflictions  ?  They  that  have  groaned  and  cried  out  fo 
oft,  under  the  fenfe  and  effects  of  their  negligence, 
and  are  likely  enough  to  feel  it  again,  if  they  do  not 
reform  it,  lure  one  would  think  they  would  be  flothful 
no  more. 

Queft.  2.  What  manner  of  perfons  (hcald  thofe  be 
who  have  bound  themfelves  to  God,  by  fo  many  cove- 
nants as  wc  have  done,  and  in  fpecial  have  covenanted 
fo  oft  to  be  more  painful  and  faithful  in  his  fervice  ? 
At  every  facrament;  on  many  days  of  humiliation  and 
thankfgiving  ;  in  moil  of  our  deep  diftrelles  and  dan- 
gerous fickneftes ;  we  are  ftill  ready  to  bewail  our 
negledts,  and  to  engage  ourfelves,  if  God  will  but  try 
us,  and  truft  us  once  again,  how  diligent  and  laborious 
we  will  be,  and  how  we  will  improve  our  time,  and 
reprove  offenders,  and  watch  over  ourfelves,  and  ply 
our  work  ;  and  do  him  more  fervice  in  a  day,  than  we 
did  in  a  month  ?  The  Lord  pardon  cur  perfidious  co- 
venant breaking  ;  and  grant  tiiat  oui  engagements  may 
Jiot  condemn  us. 

Queft.  3.  What  manner  of  men  fhould  they  be  in 
<iuty,  who  have  received  fo  much  encouragement,  as 
we  have  done  ?  Who  have  tafted  fuch  iweetnefs  in 
4iligent  obedience*  as  doth  much  more  than  countervail 

all 
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-all  the  pains ;  who  have  fo  oft  had  experience  of  the 
wide  difference  between  lazy  and  laborious  duty,  by 
their  different  iffues  ;  who  have  found  all  our  lazy 
duties  unfruitful  ;  and  all  our  drivings  and  wreftlings 
with  God  fuccefsful,  fo  that  we  were  never  impor- 
tunate with  God  in  vain.  We  who  have  had  fo  many 
deliverances  upon  urgent  feeking  ?  and  have  received 
almoft  ail  our  folid  comforts  in  a  way  of  cloie  and 
conitant  duty  :  How  fhould  we  above  all  men  ply  our 
work  ? 

Queft.  4.  What  manner  of  perfons  fhould  they  be 
in  holinefs,  who  have  fo  much  of  the  great  work  yet 
undone?  So  many  fins  in  fo  great  ftrength  ;  graces 
weak,  fa  notification  imperfect,  corruption  ftill  working, 
and  taking  advantage  of  all  our  omiffions.  When  we 
are  as  a  boat-man  on  the  water ;  let  him  row  never 
fo  hard  a  month  together,  if  he  do  but  Hack  his  hand, 
and  think  to  eafe  himfelf,  his  boat  goes  falter  down 
the  ftream  than  before  it  went  up  :  fo  do  our  fouls, 
when  we  think  to  eafe  ourfelves  by  abating  our  pains 
in  duty.  Our  time  is  fhort :  our  enemies  mighty  :  our 
hindrances  many  :  God  feems  yet  at  a  diftance  from 
many  of  us:  our  thoughts  of  him  are  dull  and  unbe- 
lieving: our  acquaintance  and  communion  with  Chriil 
is  fmall  :  and  our  defires  to  be  with  him  are  as  fmall. 
And  fhould  men  in  our  cafe  ftand  ftill  ? 

Oaeft.  5.  Laftly,  What  manner  of  perfons  fhould 
they  be,  on  whom  the  glory  of  the  great  God  doth  fo 
much  depend  !  Men  will  judge  of  the  father  by  the 
children,  and  of  the  mafter  by  the  fervants.  We  bear 
his  image,  and  therefore  men  will  meafure  him  by  his 
reprefentation.  He  is  no  where  in  the  world  fo  lively 
reprefented,  as  in  his  faints  :  and  fhall  they  fet  him 
forth  as  a  pattern  of  idlenefs  ?  All  the  world  is  not 
capable  of  honouring  or  difhonouring  God  fo  much  as 
we  :  and  the  leaft  of  his  honour  is  of  more  worth  than 
r.ll  our  lives.  Seeing  then  that  all  thefe  things  are  fo, 
I  charge  thee  who  art  a  chriftian,  in  my  Matters  name 
to  confider,  and  refolve  the  queftion,  "  What  manner 
of  perfons  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  convcrfation  and 
godlinefs  ?  "  And  let  thy  life  anfwer  the  queftion  as 
well  as  thy  tongue. 

4.  I  have 
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I  have  been  large  upon  this  nfe,  partly  becaufe  of 
the  general  neglect  of  heaven,  that  all  forts  are  guilty 
of;  partly  becauie  men's  falvation  depends  upon  their 
prefent  driving  and  feeking  ;  partly  becauie  the  doc- 
trine of  free-grace  mifunderitood,  is  lately  fo  abufed 
to  the  cheriihing  of  iloth  and  fecurity  :  partly  becaufe 
many  eminent  men  of  late  do  judge,  that  to  work  or 
labour  for  life  and  falvation  is  mercenary,  legal,  and 
dangerous;  which  doctrine  (as  I  have  faid  before* 
were  it  by  the  owners  reduced  into  practice,  would 
undoubtedly  damn  them  ;  becauie  they  that  feek  not, 
fhall  not  find  ;  and  they  that  itrive  not  to  enter,  (hall 
be  fhut  out;  and  they  that  labour  not,  iliall  not  be 
crowned  ;  and  partly  becaufe  it  is  grown  the  cuitom, 
initead  of  (hiving  for  the  kingdom,  and  contending 
for  the  faith,  to  itrive  with  each  other  about  uncertain 
confcroverfies,  and  to  contend  about  the  circumftantiab 
of  the  faith  ;  wherein  the  kingdom  of  God  doth  no 
more  coniiit  than  in  meats  or  drinks,  or  genealogies. 
Sirs,  (hall  we  who  are  brethren  fall  out  by  the  way 
home,  and  fpend  fo  much  of  our  time  about  the  fmailer 
matters  which  thoufands  have  been  faved  without,  but 
never  any  one  faved  by  them,  while  Chriit  aad  our 
eternal  Reft  are  almoit  forgotten  ?  The  Lord  pardon 
and  heal  the  folly  of  his  people. 


CHAP.    VII, 


Jlye  third  Ufe :  Per/uading  all  men  t»  try  their  Tide  to 
this  Rejl  i  and  directing  them  how  to  try,  that  they  may 
know. 

I  NOW  proceed  to  the  third  ufe;  and  becaufe  it  is  of" 
very  great  importance,    I  entreat  thee  to  weigh  it 
the  more  ferioufly. 

Is  there  fuch  a  glorious  Reft  fo  near  at  hand  ?  And 
fhall  none  enjoy  it  but  the  people  of  God  ?  What  mean 
the  moft  of  the  world  then,  to  live  fo  contentedly 
without  the  aflurance  of  their  intereft  in  this  Reft  ; 
and  to  neglect  the  trying  of  their  title  to  it,  when  the 
Lord  hath  fo  fully  opened  the  bleffednefs  of  that  king- 
M  don». 
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dom,  which  none  but  obedient  believers  (hall  pofTefs, 
and  fo  fully  expreft  thoie  torments  which  all  the  reft 
of  the  world  muft  eternally  fuifer  ?  A  man  would 
think,  how,  that  they  who  believe  this,  mould  never  be 
at  any  quiet  till  they  were  heirs  of  the  kingdom.  Moil 
men  fay,  they  believe  this  word  of  God  to  be  true  :  how 
then  can  they  fit  Hill  in  fuch  an  utter  uncertainty,  whe- 
ther ever  they  (hall  live  in  Reft  or  not  ?  Lord,  what  a 
wonderful  madnefs  is  this,  that  men  who  know  they 
muft  prefently  enter  upon  unchangeable  joy  or  pain, 
mould  yet  live  as  uncertain  what  mall  be  their  doom, 
as  if  they  had  never  heard  of  any  fuch  ftate  ;  yea, 
and  live  as  quietly  and  as  merrily  in  this  uncertainty, 
as  if  nothing  ailed  them,  and  there  were  no  danger  ? 
Are  ihefe  men  alive  or  dead  ?  Are  they  waking,  or 
afleep  ?  What  do  they  think  on  ?  Where  are  their 
hearts  ?  If  they  have  but  a  weighty  fuit  at  law  how 
careful  are  they  to  know  whether  it  will  go  with  them, 
or  againft  them?  Jf  they  were  to  be  tried  for  their 
lives,  how  careful  would  they  be  to  know  whether 
they  mould  be  faved  or  condemned,  efpecially  if  their 
care  might  furely  fave  them?  If  they  be  dangeroufly 
iick,  they  will  enquire  of  the  phyfician :  What  think 
you,  Sir,  mail  I  efcape  or  no  ?  But  for  the  bufmefs  of 
their  falvation,  they  are  content  to  be  uncertain.  If 
you  afk  moft  men  a  reafon  of  their  hope  to  be  faved, 
they  will  fay,  It  is  becaufe  God  is  merciful,  and  Chrift 
died  for  finners,  and  the  like  general  reafons  they  will 
affign,  which  any  man  in  the  world  may  give  as  well  as 
they  :  but  put  them  to  prove  their  intereit  inChrhl,  and 
in  the  faving  mercy  of  God,  and  they  can  fay  nothing. at 
all,  at  leaft  nothing  out  of  their  hearts  and  experience. 
If  God  Ihould  afxc  them  for  their  fouls,  as  he  did 
Cain  for  his  brother  Abel,  they  couJd  return  but  fuch 
an  anfwer  as  he  did  ?  It  God  or  man  mould  fay  to 
any  of  them,  What  cafe  is  thy  foul  in,  man  ?  Is  it  in  a 
ilate  of  life,  or  a  ftate  of  death  ?  He  would  be  ready  to 
fay,  I  know  not?  am  I  my  fours  keeper?  I  hope  well ; 
I  \ruft  God  with  my  foul,  I  fhall  fpeed  a^  well  as  other 
men  do,  1  thank  God  I  never  made  any  doubt  of  my 
falvation.  Thou  haft  more  caufe  to  doubt  a  great  deal, 
becaufe  thou  never  didft  doubt ;  and  yet  more  becaufe 
thou  haft  been  fo  caielefs  in  thy  confidence.  What  do 
thefe  exprefiions  difcover,  but  a  wilful  negleft  of  thy 
4  own 
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own  falvation  ?  As  a  fhip-mafter  that  could  let  his 
veffd  alone,  and  fay,  "I  will  venture  it  among  the  rocks, 
and  the  waves,  and  winds  ;  I  will  truft  God  with  it ; 
it  will  fpeed  as  well  as  other  veflels  do.  Indeed  as  well 
as  other  men's  that  are  diligent  and  watchful."  What 
horrible  abufe  of  God  is  this,  for  men  to  pretend  they* 
trull  God,  to  cloak  their  own  wilfnl  negligence  ?  If 
thou  didft  truly  trull  God,  thou  wouldil  alfo  be  ruled 
by  him,  and  truil  him  in  that  way  which  he  hath 
appointed  thee.  He  requires  thee  to  "give  all  dili- 
gence to  make  thy  calling  and  election  fure,"  and  To  to 
truft  him,  i  Pet.  i.  10.  He  hath  marked  thee  out  a 
way  by  which  thou  ma  veil  come  to  be  fure;  and  charg- 
ed thee  to  fearch  and  try  thyfelf  till  thou  certainly 
know.  Were  he  not  a  foolifti  traveller,  that  would  go 
On  when  he  doth  not  know  whether  it  be  right  or 
wrong  ;  and  fay,  T  hope  I  am  right ;  I  will  go  on  and 
truft  God  ?  Art  not  thou  guilty  of  this  folly  in  thy 
travels  to  eternity  ?  Not  confidering  that  a  little  feri- 
ous  enquiry  whether  the  way  be  right,  might  fave  thee 
a  great  deal  of  labour  which  thou  bellowed  in  vain,, 
and  mull  undo  again,  or  elfe  thou  wilt  mils  of  falvation, 
and  undo  thyfelf.  Did  I  not  know  what  a  defperate, 
blind,  carnal  heart  is,  I  mould  wonder  how  thou  art  able 
to  keep  off  continual  terrors  from  thy  heart ;  and  Spe- 
cially in  thefe  cafes  following  : 

1.  I  wonder  how  thou  canfl  either  think  or  fpeak  of 
the  dreadful  God  without  exceeding  terror  and  ailonifh- 
ment,  as  long  as  thou  art  uncertain  whether  he  be  thy 
father  or  thy  enemy,  and  knowefl  not  but  all  his  attri- 
butes may  be  employed  againll  thee.  If  his  Saints  muft 
rejoice  before  him  with  trembling,  andferve  him  with  fear  : 
if  they  that  are  fure  to  receive  the  immovable  king- 
dom, muft  yet  ferve  God  with  reverence  and  godly  fear, 
becaufe  He  is  a  confumtng  fre  :  how  terrible  mould  the 
remembrance  of  him  be  to  them  that  know  not  but  this 
fire  may  for  ever  confume  them? 

2.  How  doll  thou  think,  without  trembling,  upon 
Jefus  Chriil  ?  When  thou  knoweft  not  whether  his 
blood  hath  purged  thy  foul?  'And  whether  he  will 
condemn  thee,  or  acquit  thee  in  judgment;  nor  whe- 
ther he  be  the  corner-itone  and  foundation  of  thy  hap- 

M  3  ntnefs , 
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pinefs,  or  a  (lone  of  tumbling  to  break  thee,  and  grind 
thee  to  powder  ? 

3.  How  canft  thou  open  the  Bible,  and  read  a  chap- 
ter,   or  hear  a  chapter  read,  without  being  terrified  ? 

:.ks  every  leaf  mould  be  to  thee  as  Belihazzar's 
writing  on  the  wall,  except  only  that  which  draws  thee 
to  try  and  reform.  If  thou  read  the  promifcs,  thou 
kroweft  not  whether  ever  they  (hail  be  fulfilled  in  thee, 
becaufe  thou  art  uncertain  of  thy  performance  of  the 
condition.  If  thou  read  the  threaten ing-s,  for  any  thing 
then  knoweft,  thou  doft  read  thy  own  fentencc.  I  do 
not  wonder  if  thcu  art  an  enemy  to  plain  preaching, 
and  if  thou  fay  of  it,  and  of  the  ininiiter  and  fcripture 
itielf,  as  A  hub  did  of  the  prophet,  "1  hate  him,  for  he 
doth  not  prophefy  good  concerning  me,  .but  evil." 

4.  What  cemfort  canft  thou  find  in  any  thing  which 
thou  poffefTeft  ?  Methinks,  friends,  and  honours,  and 
honfes  and  l?nds,  fhould  do  thee  little  good,  till  thou 
know  thou  haft  the  love  of  God  withal,  and  (halt  have 
Reft  with  him  when  thou  leaveft  thefe.  Offer  lo  a 
prifoner  before  he  knows  his  fentence,  either  mufic,  or 
lands  or  preferment,  and  what  cares  he  for  any  of 
the  je  till  he  know  whether  he  (ball  efcape  for  his  life  ? 
Then  he  will  look  after  thefe  comforts  of  life,  and  not 
before  ;  for  he  knows  if  he  mull  die  the  next  day,  it 
will  be  final!  comfort  to  die  rich  or  hooourable.  Even 
v  hen  thou  Heft  down  to  take  thy  reft,  methinks  the 
uncertainty  of  thy  falvation  fhould  keep  thee  waking 
cr  amaze  thee  in  thy  dreams  and  trouble  thy  fleep  ;  and 
thou  fhouldei!  fay,  as  Job  in  a  (mailer  diilrefs  than 
thine,   Job  vii.    rq,    14.     "When  i  fay,  my  bed  lhall 

rt  me,  my  couch  fhall  eafe  my  complaint,  then 
thou  (cared;  me  through  dreams,  and  territieft  me  thro' 
vifions." 

£.  Wnait  fhift  doft  thou  make  to  think  of  thy  dying 
hour?  Thou  knoweft  it  is  hard  by,  and  there  is  no 
avoiding  it,  nor  any  medicine  found  out  that  can  prevent 
it  ;  thou  knoweft  it  is  the  king  of  terrors,  and  the  inlet  to 
thine  unchangeable  ftate.  If  thou  fhouldeft  die  this 
day,  (and  twbo  k?ion.v's  ivbat  a  day  may  bring  forth  ?)  thou 
doil  not  know  whether  thou  (halt  go  flraight  to  heaven 
or  hell  !  and  canft  thou  be  merry  till  thou  art  got  out 
of  this  dnn?erous  ftate  ? 

6.  What 
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6.  What  fhift   dofl  thou  make  to  preferve  thy  heart 
from  horror,  when   thou  rememberelt  the  great  judg- 
ment day,  and  the  everlalting  flames  ?     Dolt  thou  not 
tremble  as   Felix   when  thou  heareft  of  it  r  and  as  the 
elders  of  the   town  trembled  when  Samuel  came  to  it, 
faying  Corneft  thou  peaceably  ?    So  methinks  thou  Pnouldit 
do  when  the  miniiler  comes  into  the  pulpk  :    and  thy 
heart,   whenever  thou  meditateir.  of  that   day,    n\ould . 
meditate    terror,  and    thou  fhouldlt  even  be  a  terror  to 
thyfelf  and  all  thy  friends.     If  the  keepers  trembled, 
and  became  as  dead  men,  when  they  did  but  lee  the 
angels,    Matt,  xxviii.  3,4.    how  canft  thou  but  think  • 
of  living  in  hell  with  devils,  till  thou  halt  gotfome  found; 
aflurance  that  thou  ihalt  efcape  it  ?     Or  if  thou  feldom 
think  of  thole  things,  the   wonder  is  as   great,  wfcat . 
fhlft  ihoa  makeir.  to  keep  thofe  thoughts  from  thy  heart? 
Thy   bed   is   very  foft,  or  thy  heart  is   very  hard,    if 
thou  canfl  fleep  found! y  in  this  uncertain  cafe. 

I  have  (hewed  thee  the  danger  j   let  me  next  proceed 
to  ihew  thee  the  remedy. 

If  this  general  uncertainty  of  the  world,  about  their 
falvation  were  remedilefs,  then,  mull  it  be  borne  as 
other  unavoidable  miferies  :  but  alas,  the  common 
caufe  is  wilfulness  and  negligence:  men  will  not  be 
perfuaded  to  ufe  the  remedy,  though  it  be  at  hand, 
prefcribed  to  them  by  God  himfelf,  and  all  neceflfary 
helps  thereunto  provided  for  them.  .  The  great  mean 
to  conquer  this  uncertainty,  is  felt-examination,  or  the 
ferious  and  diligent  trying  of  a  man's  heart  and  (late 
by  the  rule  of  Scripture.  But  alas,  either  men  un- 
derfland  not  the  nature  and  ufe  of  this  duty,  or  elfe 
they  will  not  be  at  the  pains  to  try.  Go  through  a 
congregation  of  a  thoufand  men,  and  how  few  of  them 
will  you  meet  with,  that  ever  bellowed  one  hour  in 
all  their  lives  in  a  dole  examination  of  their  title  to 
heaven  ?  Afk.  thy  own  confeience,  reader,  when  was 
the  time,  and  where-  was  the  place,  that  ever  thou 
folemnly  tookeif.  thy  heart  to  talk,  as  in  the  fight  of 
God,  and  examinedfl  it  by  Scripture,  .  whether  it  be 
born  again  or  not  ?  Whether  it  be  holy  or  not  ?  Whe- 
ther it  be  fet  mod  on  God  or  on  creatures,  on  heaven 
or  earth  ?  And  when  didil  thou  follow  on  this  examina- 
M  Aj  tion ., 
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tion,  till  thou  hadft  difcovered  thy  condition,  and  fopafi. 
fentence  on    thyfelf  accordingly  ? 

But  becaufe  this  is  a  woik  of  fo  high  concernment, 
and  fo  commonly  ncgiecled,   I  will  therefore, 

1.  Shew  you,   That  it  is  pofTible  by  trying,  to  come 

tO    a    (CI" 

2.  Shew  v<*i  the  hindrances  that  keep  men  from 
tiymg,   and  from  allurance. 

3.  I  will  lay  down  fome  motives  to  pcrfuade  you  to 
it. 

4.  I  will  give  you  fome  directions  how  to  perform  it. 

5.  And  laftly,  I  will  lay  you  down  fome  marks  out 
of  Scripture,'  by  which  you  may  try,  and  come  to  an 
infallible  certainty,  whether  you  are  the  people  of 
God   or  not. 

And  1.  I  (hall  (hew  you  that  a  certainty  of  falvation 
may  be  attained,  and  ought  to  be  laboured  for.  Which 
I  maintain  by  thefe  arguments: 

1.  The  Scripture  tells  us  we  may  know,  and  that  the 
~  Saints  before  us  have  known   their  juftification,   and 

future  falvation,  2  Cor.  v.  1.  Rom.  viii.  16.  John  xxi. 
15.  1  John  v.  19.  and  iv.  13.  and  iii.  14,  24.  and  ii. 
3.  5.  Eph.  iii.  12.  I  refer  you  to  ihe  places  for  bre- 
vity. 

2.  If  we  may  be  certain  of  the  premifes,  then  may 
we  alfo  be  certain  of  the  conclufion.  But  here  we  may 
be  certain  of  both  the  premifes.  For  1.  Thar.  '  who- 
■foever  believeth  in  Chrifl  fhall  not  perifh,  but  have 
cverlafling  life,"  is  the  voice  of  the  gofpel  :  and 
2.  That  we  are  fuch  believers,  may  be  known  by 
ccnfcier.ee   and  internal  fenfa. 

3.  Tic  Scripture  would  never  make  fuch  a  wide 
(difference  between  the  children  of  God  and  the  chil- 
dren of  the  devil,  and  fct  forth  the  happinefs  of  the 
one,  and  the  mifery  of  the  other,  and  make  this  diffe- 
rence to  run  through  all  the  veins  of  its  doctrine,  if  a 
man   cannot   know   which  of  thefe  two   Rates  he  is  in. 

4.  Much  lefs  would  the  Holy  Ghofl  bid  us,  "  Give 
all  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and  election  fure,"  if 
it  could  not  be  done,    2  Fet.  i.  10. 

5.  And 
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5.  And  to  what  purpofe  fhould  we  be  fo  earnefliy 
urged  to  examine,  and  prove,  and  try  ourfelves,  whe- 
ther we  be  in  the  faith,  and  whether  Chrift  be  in  us, 
or  wc  be  reprobates?  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  Why  fhould  we 
fearch  for  that  which  cannot  be  found  ? 

6.  How  can  we  obey  thofe  precepts  which  require 
us  to  rejoice  always  ?  1  TheiT.  v.  16.  to  call  God  our 
Father,  Luke  xi.  13,  to  live  in  his  praifes,  Pialm  x!ix. 
1,  2,  3,  4.  5,  and  to  long  for  Chriil's  eoming,  Rev. 
xxii.  17,  2o;  2  Then",  i.  10,  and  to  comfort  ourfelves 
with  the  mention  of  it,  1  TheiT.  iv.  18,  which  are  all 
the  confequences  of  a  flu  ranee  ?  Who  can  do  any  of 
thefe  heartily,  that  is  not  in  fome  meaiure  furc  that  he 
is  a  child  of  God  ? 

The  fecond  thing  I  promifed,  is  to  fhew  you  what 
are  the  hindrances  which  keep  men  from  examir, . 
and  aflurance.  I  fhall,  1.  Shew  what  hindereth  them 
from  trying;  and.  2.  What  hindereth  them  from  know- 
ing when  they  do  try,  that  fo  when  you  fee  the  im- 
pediments, you   may  avoid  them. 

And,  1 .  We  cannot  doubt  but  Satan  will  do  his  part,, 
to  hinder  us  from  fuch  a  necclTary  duty  as  this;  if  ail 
the  powers  he  hath  can  ido  it.  or  all  the  means  and 
inftruments  which  he  can  raife  up.  He  is  loath  the 
godly  fhould  have  that  affurance  and  advantage  agai;  t 
corruption,  which  faithful  ielf-examination  would  pro- 
cure them  ;  and  for  the  ungodly  he  knows,  if  tl.ey 
fhould  once  fall  dole  to  this  they  would  find  out  his 
deceits  and  their  own  danger.  1/  they  d;d  but  faith- 
fully perform  this  duty,,  he  were  likely  to  lofe  mo/i  of 
his  fubjecls.  If  the  fnare  be  not  hid,  the  bird  will 
clcape  it  :  Satsn  knows  how  to  angle  for  fouls,  better 
than  to  fhew  them  the  hook  or  line,  and  to  fright  them 
away  with  a  noife,   or  with  his  own  appearance. 

Therefore  he  labours  to  keep  them  from' a  fearchin^ 
miniftry;  or  to  keep  the  minifier  from  helping  them 
to  fearch  :  or  to  take  off  the  edge  of  the  word,  that 
it  may  not  pierce,  or  to  turn  away  their  thoughts,  or 
pofTefs  them  with  prejudice.  Satan  is  acquainted  with 
all  the  preparations  of  the  minifier,  he  knows  when  he 
hath  provided  a  fearching  fermon.  fitted  to  the  ftate  an  i 
necefljty  c(  an  hearer;  and  therefore  he  v.  ill  I 
away  that  day,  if  it  be  pofii'ble,  or  eife  cait  him  fciieq), 

or 


140     The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.     II.  J  7.. 

or  ileal  away  the  word  by  the  cares  and  talk  of  the 
world,  or  fome  way  prevent  its  operation. 

This  is  the  firit  hindrance. 

Wicked  men  are  alio  great  impediments  to  poor  Tin- 
ners when  they  mould  examine  anddifcovcr  their  eflates. 

i.  Their  examples  hinder  much.  When  any  igno- 
rant finncr  feeth  all  his  friends  and  neighbours  -do  as 
he  doth,  yea,  the  rich  and  learned  a,  veil  as  others, 
this  is  an  exceeding  great  temptation  to  proceed  in  his 
fecurity. 

2.  The  merry  company,  and  difcourfe  of  thefe  men 
do  take  away  the  thoughts  of  his  fpiritual  ftate,    and- 
make  the  understanding  drunk  :   fo  that  if  the  Spirit- 
had  before  put  them  into  any  jealoufy  of  themfelves, 
or  any  purpcfe  to  try  themfelves,  thefe  do  foon  quench  . 
them  all. 

3.  Alfo  their  continual  difcourfe  of  matters  of  the 
world,  doth  damp  all  thefe  purpofes. 

4.  Their  railings  alfo,  and  fcorning  at  godly  per- 
fons,  is  a  very  great  impediment  to  multitudes  of  fouls, 
and  poffeifeth  them  with  fuch  a  prejudice  and  difiike 
of  the  way  to  heaven,  that  they  fettle  in  the  way  they 
are  in. 

5.  Their  conftant  perfuafions,  allurements  and  threats, 
hinder  much.     God  doth  fcarce  ever  open  the  eyes  of. 
a  poor  finner,  to  fee  that  his  way  is  wrong,  but.pre- 
fently  there  is  a  multitude  of  Satan's  apoilles  ready  to 
flatter  him,  to  daub,  and  deceive,  and  fettle  him  again 
in  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  his  former  mailer.     "What,, 
fay  they,  do  you  make  a  doubt  of  your  falvation,  who 
have  lived  fo  well,  and  done  nobody  harm  ?     God  is 
merciful  :    and  if  fuch  as  you  (hall  not  be  faved,  God 
help  a  great  many  !     What  do  you  think  is  become  of 
all  your   forefathers?     And  what  will  become,  of  all. 
your  friends  and  neighbours  that  live  as  you  do?     Will . 
they  all  be  damned  ?     Shall  none  be  faved,  think  you, 
but  a  few  ilrift  ones  ?     Come,  come,  if  ye  hearken  to 
thefe  books  or  preachers,  they  will  drive  you  to  defpair, 
or  drive  you  out  of  your  wits."     Thus  do  they  follow 
the  foul  that  is  efcaping  from  Satan,  with  reillefs  cries 
till  they   have  brought   him  back  :     Oh,    how  many 
thoufands  have,  fuch  charms  kept  afleep  in  fecurity,   till 

death 
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death  and  hell  have  awakened  and  better  informed 
them  !  The  Lord  calls  to  the  finner,  and  tells  him, 
"The  gate  is  ftrait,  the' way  narrow,  and  few  find 
it  : — try,  and  examine  whether  thou  be  in  the  faith 
or  no  ;  give  all  diligence  to  make  fure  in  time  !  " — 
.And  the  world  cries  out  cleanly  the  contrary,  "Never 
doubt,  never  trouble  yourfelves  with  thefe  thought?  !  M 
— 1  entreat  the  finner  that  is  in  this  flate,  to  confider, 
That  it  is  Chrift,  and  not  their  fathers,  or  mothers,  or 
neighbours,  or  friends,  that  mu.'l  judge  thern  :  and  ii 
thrift:  condemn  them,  thefe  cannot  lave  them  :  and 
therefore  common  reafon  ma}'  tell  them,  that  it  is  not 
from  the  words  of  ignorant  men.  bat  from  the  word  of 
God  that  they  mult  fetch  their  hopes  of  falvation. 

When  Ahab  would  enquire  &.mong  the  multitude  of 
flattering  prophets,  it  was  his  death.  They  can  flatter 
men  into  the  fnare,  but  they  cannot  bring  them  out. 
Oh,  take  the  counfel  of  the' Holy  Ghoft,  £ph.  v.  6, 
7.  ••  Let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain  words:  for 
becaufe  of  thefe  things  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon 
the  children  of  difobedience  :  be  not  ye  therefore  par- 
takers with  them;  but  fave  yourfelves  from  this  unto- 
ward generation. " 

i.  But  the  greatefl  hindrances  are  in  men's  own 
hearts. 

Some  are  fo  ignorant,  that  they  know  not  what  felf- 
examination  is,  nor  what  a  minifter  means,  when  he 
perfuadeth  them  to  try  themfelves  ;  or  they  know  not 
that  there  is  any  necefiity  for  it:  but  think  every  man  is 
bound  to  believe  that  God  is  his  father,  and  that  his 
fins  are  pardoned,  whether  it  be  true  or  falfe  :  and  that 
it  were  a  great  fault  to  make  any  queftion  of  it:  or 
they  do  not  think  that  affurance  can  be  attained  :  or 
that  there  is  any  fuch  great  difference  betwixt  one  man 
and  another:  but  that  we  are  all  Chriftians,  and  there- 
fore need  not  trouble  ourfetves  any  farther  :  or  at  Lea  ft 
they  know  not  wherein  the  difference  lies  ;  nor  how  to 
fet  upon  this  fearching  of  their  hearts.  They  have  as 
grofs  conceits  of  that  regeneration,  which  they  mud 
fearch  for,  as  Nicodemus  had.  They  are  likethofe  in 
Acts  xix.  2.  that  knew  not  whether  there  were  a  Ho'y 
Li  left  to  be  received  or  no. 

2.  Some 
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2.  Same  are  fo  poflefTed  with  felf-love  and  pride  that 
they  will  not  fo  much  as  fufpeft  any  danger  to  them- 
selves. Like  a  proud  tradesman  who  fcorns  the  motion 
when  his  friends  deiire  him  to  caft  up  his  books,  becaufe 
they  are  afraid  he  will  break.  As  fome  fond  parents 
that  have  an  over-weening  conceit  of  their  own  chil  - 
dren,  and  therefore  will  not  believe  or  hear  any  evil  of 
them  :  fuch  a  fond  felf-love  dork  hinder  men  from  fuf- 
pecting  and  trying  their  Hates. 

3.  Some  are  io  guilty  that  they  dare  not  try  :  they 
are  fo  fearful  that  they  mould  find  their  ftates  unfound, 
that  they  dare  not  fearch  into  them.  And  yet  they  dare 
venture  them  to  a  more  dreadful  trial. 

4.  Some  are  fo  in  iove  with  their  fin,  and  fo  in  dif- 
Jike  with  the  way  of  God,  that  they  dare  not  fall  on 
the  trial  of  their  ways,  left  they  be  forced  from  the 
courfe  which  they  love. 

5.  Some  are  fo  refolved  already  never  to  change 
their  prefent  ftate,  that  they  neglect  -examination  as 
a  ufelefs  thing  :  before  they  will  turn  fo  precife  and 
feek  a  new  way,  when  they  have  lived  fo  long,  and 
gone  fo  far,  they  will  put  their  eternal  ftate  to  the 
venture,  come  of  it  what  will.  And  when  a  man  is 
fully  refclved  to  hold  to  his  way  and  not  to  turn  back, 
be  it  right  or  wrong,  to  what  end  mould  he  enquire 
whether  he  be  right  or  no  ? 

6.  Ivloil  men  are  fo  taken  up  with  their  worldly 
affairs,  and  are  fo  bufy-  in  providing  for  the  fiefh,  that: 
they  cannot  fet  themfeives  to  the  trying  of  their  title 
to  heaven:  they  have  another  kind  of  happinefs  in 
their  eye,  which  will  not  fuffer  them  to  make  fure  of 
heaven. 

7.  But  the  moll  common  impediment  16  that  falfe 
faith  and  hope  commonly  called  Prefumption  :  which 
bears  up  the  hearts  of  molt  of  the  world,  and  fo  keeps, 
them  from  fufpecling  their,  danger. 

Thus  you  fee  what  abundance  of  difficulties  mud  be 
overcome  before  a  man  clofely  fets  upon  the  examining 
of  his  heart. 

Aud  if  a  man  break  through  all  thefe  impediments, 
and  let  upon  the  duty,  yet,  of  thefe  few  who  enquire 
after  means  of  ailurance,  divers  are  deceived  and  mif- 
carry,  efpecially  thro*  thefe  following  caufes. 

u  There 
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i.  There  is  fuch  confufion  and  darknefs  in  the  foul 
of  man,  efpecially  of  an  unregenerate  man,  that  he  can 
fcarcely  tell  what  he  doth,  or  \vhat  is  in  him.  As  one 
can  hardly  find  any  tiling  in  a  houfe  where  nothing 
keeps  its  place,  but  all  is  call  en  a  heap  together;  lb 
is  it  in  the  heart  where  all  things  are  in  diforder,  efpe- 
cially when  darknefs  is  added  to  this  diforder  ,  fo  that 
the  heart  is  like  an  obfcure  dungeon,  where  there  is  but 
a  little  crevice  of  light,  and  a  man  mull  rather  grope 
than  fee.  No  wonder  if  men  miibke  in  fearching  fuch 
a  heart,  and  fo  mifcarry  in  judging  their  eltates. 

2.  Befides,  many  are  refolved  what  to  judge  before 
they  try  :  they  ufe  the  duty  but  to  ftrengthcn  their 
prefent  conceits  of  themfelves,  and  not  to  find  out  the 
truth  of  their  condition  :  like  a  bribed  judge  who  exa- 
mines each  party  as  if  he  would  judge  uprightly,  when 
he  is  refolved  which  way  the  caufe  fhall  go  beforehand. 
J  ult  fo  do  men  examine  their  hearts. 

3.  Alio  men  try  themfelves  by  falfe  marks  and  rules  : 
not  knowing  wherein  the  truth  of  Chriitianity  doth 
confiir. :  fome  looking  beyond,  and  fome  fhort  of  the 
Scripture  itandard, 

Laltly,  Men  frequently  mifcarry  in  this  work  by 
fetting  on  it  in  their  own  flrcngth.  As  fome  cxp.c\ 
the  Spirit  fhould  do  it  without  them,  fo  others  ask 
it  themfelves  without  fceking  or  expecting  the  help  of 
the  Spirit  :  both  thele  will  ceitainly  mikarry  in  tluir 
aiTurance. 

CHAP.    VUI. 
Farther  Caufe s  of  Doubting  among  Gbrtftiani* 

BECAUSE  the  comfort  of  a  Chriftian's  life  doth  fa 
much  conlilt  in  his  affurance  of  God's  fpecial  love, 
and  becaufe  the  right  way  of  obtaining  it  is  fo  much 
controverted,  I  will  here  proceed  a  little  further  in 
opening  to  you  fome  other  hindrances,  which  keep 
Chriltians  from  a  comfortable  certainty. 

1.  One  great  caufe  of  doubting  and  uncertainty,  is, 
The   weaknefs  of  our  grace.     A  little  grace  is  next  to 
none,     bmal!  things  are  ha*dly  difcerned.     Moll  con- 
tent 
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tent  themfelves  with  a  fmall  mcafure  of  grace,  and  do 
not  follow  on  to  fpiritual  itrength  and  manhood.  They 
believe  lb  we.ikly,  and  love  God  fo  little,  that  they 
can  fcarce  find  whether  they  believe  and  love  at  all. 
Like  a  man  in  a  fwoon,  whose  pulfe  and  breathing  is 
fo  weak,  that  they  can  hardly  be  perceived  whether 
'  they  move  at  all,  and  confequently  whether  the  man 
be  alive  or  dead. 

The  chief  remedy  for  fuch  would  be  to  follow  on 
their  duty,  till  their  grace  be  increafed  ;  ply  your 
work :  wait  upon  God  in  the  ufe  of  his  preicribed 
means,  and  he  will  undoubtedly  blefs  you  with  increafe. 
Oh  that  Chriflians  would  beitow  moft  of  that  time  in 
getting  more  grace,  which  they  bellow  in  anxious 
doubtings  whether  they  have  any  or  none  ;  and  that 
they  would  lay  out  thofe  ferious  affections  in  praying, 
and  feekingto  Chrift  for  more  grace,  which  they  beitow 
in  fruitlefs  complaints!  I  befeech  thee,  take  this  advice 
as  from  God !  And  then,  when  thou  believeft  itrongly, 
and  loveft  fervently,  thou  canft  not  doubt  whether 
thou  believe  and  love  or  not ;  no  more  than  a  man 
that  is  burning  hot  can  doubt  whether  he  bs  warm  :  • 
or  a  man  that  is  iirong  and  lufty  can  doubt  whether  he 
be  alive. 

2.  Many  a  foul  lieth  long  under  doubting,  through 
the  imperfection  of  their  very  reafon,  and  exceeding 
weaknefs  of  their  natural  parts.  Grace  doth  ufually 
rather  employ  our  faculties  on  better  objects,  than  add 
to  the  degree  of  their  natural  ftrength.  Many  honell 
hearts  have  fuch  weak  heads,  that  they  know  not  how 
to  perform  the  work  of  felf-trial ;  they  are  not  able  to 
argue  the  cafe  :  they  will  acknowledge  the  premifes, 
and  yet  deny  the  apparent  conclufion.  Or  if  they  be 
brought  to  acknowledge  the  conclufion,  yet  they  do 
but  flagger  in  their  conceflion,  and  hold  it  fo  weakly, 
that  every  affault  may  ta_ke  it  from  them.  If  God  do 
not  fome  other  way  fupply  to  thefe  men  the  defect  of 
their  reafon,  I  fee  not  how  they  fhould  have  clear  and 
fettled  peace. 

3.  Another  common  caufe  of  doubting  and  difcom- 
fort,  is,    the  fecret  maintaining  fome  known  fin. 

When  a  man  livcth  in  fome  unwarrantable  practice, 
and  God  hath  oft  touched  him  for  it,  and  yet  he  con- 
tinued 
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tinueth  it;  it  is  no  wonder  if  this  perfon  want  both 
alTurance  and  comfort.  One  would  think  that  a  foul 
that  is  fo  tender  as  -to  tremble,  fhould  be  as  tender  of 
finning:  and  yet  fad  experience  telleth  us  that  it  is 
frequently  otherwife  :  I  have  known  too  many  fuch, 
that  would  complain  and  yet  fin,  and  accufe  themfelves, 
-and  yet  fin  Mill,  yea,  and  defpair,  and  yet  proceed  irt 
finning:  and  all  arguments  and  means  could  not  keep 
them  from  the  wilful  committing  of  that  fin"  again 
and  again,  which  yet  they  themfelves  did  think  would 
prove  their  deitru&ion.  Yea,  fome  will  be  carried 
-away  with  thofe  fins  that  feem  moll  contrary  to  their 
dejected  temper.  I  have  known  them  that  would  fill 
men's  ears  with  the  conftant  lamentations  of  their  mifer- 
able  Hate,  and  acculations  again  it  themfelves,  as  if 
they  had  been  the  molt  humble  people  in  the  world ; 
and  yet  be  as  paffionate  in  maintaining  their  innocency 
when  another  accufeth  them,  and  as  intolerably  peeviih, 
and  tender  of  their  reputation  in  any  thing  they  are 
blamed  for,  as  if  they  were  the  proudeii  perfons  on 
earth. 

This  cherifning  fin  doth  hinder  alTurance,  thefe 
ways : 

i.  It  doth  abate  the  degree  of  our  graces,  and  fo 
makes  them  undifcernable. 

2.  It  obfcureth  that  which  it  deilroyeth  not ;  fof  it 
beareih  fuch  fvray  that  grace  is  not  fecn  to  (tir,  nGr 
fcarce  heard  fpeak  for  the  noife  of  this  corruption* 

3.  Tt  puttcth  out,  or  darkeneth  the  eye  of  the  foul, 
and  it  benumbeth  and  llupifleth  it. 

4.  But  efpecially  it  prcvoketh  God  to  withdraw 
himfelf,  his  comforts,  and  the  affiftance  of  his  Spirit, 
without  which  we  may  fearch  long  enough  before,  we. 
have  alTurance.  God  hath  made  a  feparation  betwixt 
fin  and  peace.  As  long  as  thou  doit  eheriih  thy  pride, 
thy  love  of  the  world,  the  defires  of  the  fiefh,  or  . 
unchriftian  practice,  thou  rxpeclelt  alTurance  and  com- 
fort in  vain.  God  will  not  encourage  thee  by  his 
precidu.>  gifts  in  a  courfe  of  finning.  This  worm  will 
be  gnawing  upon  thy  confeieace ;  it  will  be  a  de- 
vouring canker  to  thy  confolations.  Thou  mayeft  fteal 
a  fpark  of  falfe  comfort  from  thy  worldly  profperity 
or  delight. :   or  thou  mayeft  have  i:  from  fome  falfe 

N  opinions. 
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opinions,  or  from  the  delufions  of  Satan;  but  from 
God  thou  wilt  have  no  comfort.  However,  an  Anti- 
r.omian  may  tell  thee  that  thy  comforts  have  no  depen- 
dance  upon  thy  obedience,  nor  thy  difcom forts  upon 
thy  difobeiience :  and  therefore  may  fpeak  peace  to 
thee  in  the  courfe  of  thy  finning;  yet  thou  malt  find 
bv  experience  that  God  will  not.  If  any  man  fet  up 
liis  idols  in  his  heart,  and  put  the  ftumbling-block 
of  his  iniquities  before  his  face,  and  come  to  a 
rniniiter,  or  to  God,  to  enquire  for  afiurance  and  com- 
fort, God  will  anfwer  that  man  by  himfelf.  and  initead 
of  comforting  him,  he  will  fet  his  face  againfr  him  : 
•«'  He  will  anfwer  him  according  to  the  multitude  of  his 
idols." 

c.  Another  common  caufe  of  want  of  afiurance  and 
comfort  is,  when  men  grow  lazy  in  the  fpiritual  part 
of  duty.  As  Dr.  Sibbs  faith  truly,  "  It  is  the  lazy 
.ChriiHan,  commonly,  that  lacketh  afTurance."  The 
way  of  painful  duty,  is  the  way  of  fulleft  comfort. 
Chriil  carrieth  all  our  comforts  in  his  hand  :  if  we  be 
out  of  that  way  where  Chriil  is  to  be  met,  we  are  out 
.of  the  way  where  comfort  is  to  be  had. 

Thefe  two  ways  .doth  this  lazinefs  debar  us  of  our 
comforts  : 

1.  By  flopping  the  fountain,  and  caufing  Chriil:  to 
with-hold  .this  blefling  from  us.  Parents  ufe  not  to 
smile  upon  children  in  their  neglects  and  difobedience. 
-So  far  as  the  Spirit  is  grieved,  he  will  fufpend  his 
confolations.  Affurance  and  peace  are  Chrifi's  great 
encouragements  to  faith fulnefs  and  obedience  :  and 
therefore,  (chough  our  obedience  do  not  merit  them) 
yet,  they  ufually  rife  and  fall  with  our  diligence  i£ 
.duty.  They  that  have  entertained  the  Antinomian 
dotage  to  cover  their  idlenefs  and  vicioufaefs,  may  talk: 
their  nbnfenfe*  againft  this  at  plealure :  but  the  labo- 
rious Chriftian  knows  it  by  experience.  As  prayer 
mult  have  filith  and  fervency  to  procure  its  fuccefs, 
befides  the  blood-fhedding  and  interceffion  of  Chrilt,  fo 
muft  all  other  parts  of  our  obedience.  He  that  will 
fay  to  us  in  that  triumphing  day,  "  Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  fervant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy 
Lord  ; "  will  alfo  comfort  his  fervants  in  their  moft 
'affecYionate  and  fpiritual  duties,  and  foy,  •<  Well  done, 

good 
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good  and  faithful  fervant,  take  this  foretafte  of  e\%r-» 
lafting  joy."  If  thou  grow  feldom  and  cuilomary, 
and  cold  in  duty,  efpecially  in  thy  fecret  prayers  to 
God,  and  yet  find  no  abatement  in  thv  Joys,  I  can- 
not but  fear  that  thy  joys  are  either  caraal  cr 
diabolical. 

2.  The  action  of  the  foal  upon  fuch  excellent  object 
doth  naturally  bring  confolation  with  it.     The  vcr. 
ef   loving  God   in   Chri(t,    ooth    bring    in; 
fweetnefs^into  the  foul.    The  foul  that  is  belt  ; 
with  grace,  when  it  is  not  in  action,  is  like  a  lute  well 
itringed  and   tuned,  which,   while  it  Heth  dill,    det:v 
make   no  more  mufic  than  a  common  piece  of  tyOod  c 
bat  when  it  is  taken  up  and  handled  by  a  fkiltul  luttft* 
the  melody  is  delightful.     Some   degree  of   comfort 
follows  every   good  action,  as   heat  accompanies  fire, 
and  as  beams  and   influence  LTue  from  the  fm, 
is  fo  true,  that  the  very  heathens,    upon  the  difcharg# 
of  a  good  confeience  have  found  comfort  and  peae< 
fwerable  ;    this    is  prce?niu?;i  ante  fwetmum ;    a   re. 
before  the  reward. 

As  a  man  therefore  that  is  cold,  mould  not  food  ill 
and  fay,  "I  am  fo  cold  that  1  have  no  mind  to  labour/' 
but  labour  till  his  coldnefs  is  gone,  and  heat  excited  : 
fo  he  that  wants  the  comfort  of  aiiu.ance,  me  it  nqi 
itand  ftill  and  fay,  "I  am  fo  doubtful  and  uncomfoit  ible 
that  1  have  no  mind  for  duty  ;  "  but  ply  his  duty,  and 
exercife  his  graces,  till  he  find  his  doubts  and  dif- 
comfcrts  vaniih. 

And   thus   I  have  (hewn  you  the  chief  caufeSj   why 
fo   many  Chriitians  enjoy   io  little  asTurancc  and  c 
folation. 

— ■■.■.::.*aaBBM-.::>^- 

CKAP.     IX. 

Containing  Directions  for  Examination,  and  f  me  Marts  of 
TrHL 

I   WILL  not  fland  here   to    lay  down  the  directions 
neceflary  for  preparation  to  this  duty,  becaufe  you 
Jpay  gather  them  from  what  is  faid  concerning  the  hin- 
drances j    for  the  contraries  of  thofe  hindrances   will 
N   z  be 
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be  the  moil  necefiary  helps.     Only  before  you  fct  upon 
it,  I  advife  you  to  the  obfervations  of  thefe  rules. 

i.  Come  not  with  too  peremptory  conclufions  of 
yourfelvcs  before-hand.  Do  not  judge  too  confidently 
before  you  try. 

2.  Be  lure  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  Scrip- 
ture, as  to  know  what  is  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  what  are  the  conditions  of  j unification  ani 
glorification,  and  confequently  what  are  found  marks 
to  try  yourfelves  by. 

3.  Be  conilant  obfervers  of  the  temper  and  motions 
of  your  hearts ;  moft  of  the  difficulty  of  the  work  doth 
lie  in  true  and  clear  difcerning  of  it.  Be  watchful  m 
obfervkig  the  actings  both  of  grace  and  corruption, 
and  the  circumflances  of  their  adtings  :  as,  how  fre- 
quent ?  How  violent  ?  How  ftrong  or  weak  were 
the  outward  incitements  ?  How  great  or  fmall  the  im- 
pediments ?  What  delight,  or  loathing,  or  fear,  or 
reluclancy  did  go  with  thofe  a&s? 

1.  Empty  your  minds  of  all  other  cares  and 
thoughts,  that  they  do  not  diftratt  or  divide  your  minds  : 
tlu3  vrork  will  be  enough  at  once  of  itfelf,  without 
joining  others  with  it. 

2.  Then  fall  down  before  God,  and  in  hearty  prayer 
ileure  the  aftiilance  of  the  Spirit,  to  difcover  to  you 
the  plain  truth  of  your  condition,  and  to  enlighten  you 
in  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  work. 

I  will  not  digrefs  to  warn  you  here  of  the  falfe  rules 
and  marks  of  trial,  of  which  you  mult  beware.  But 
I  will  briefly  adjoin  fome  marks  to  try  your  title  to 
this  reft. 

I.  Every  foul  that  hatha  title  to  this  Reft,  doth  place 
his  happinefs  in  it,  and  make  it  the  ultimate  end  of  his 
foul.  This  is  the  firft  mark  ;  which  is  fo  plain  a  truth, 
that  T  need  not  ftand  to  prove  it.  "tor  this  Reft  con- 
iiiteth  in  the  full  and  glorious  enjoyment  of  God  :  and 
he  that  maketh  not  God  his  ultimate  end,  is  in  his 
heart  a  Pagan  and  a  vile  Tdolator. 

Let  me  afk  thee  then,  Doft  thou  truly  account  it  thy 
chief  happinefs  to  enjoy  the  Lord  in  glory,  or  dolt 
thou  not  ?  Canft  thou  fay  with  David,  "  The  Lord 
is  my  portion  !  And,  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
thee  r     And  whom  on  earth  that  I  de&re  in  comparifon 

of 
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of  thee  ?  "  If  thou  be  an  heir  of  Rc.l,  it  is  thus  with 
thee.  Though  the  flefh  will  be  pleading  for  it.-,  own 
delights,  and  the  worid  will  be  creeping  into  thine 
affe^Hbns,  yet  in  thy  ordinary,  letiled,  prevailing 
judgment  and  affections,  thou  preferred  God  before  ail 
things  in  the  world. 

1.  Thou  makeft  Kim  the  end  cf  thy  defires  and  en- 
deavours. The  very  reafon  why  thou  hearts  it  and 
prayeil,  why  thdu  deiirelt  to  live  and  breathe  on  earth, 
is  this,  that  thou  mayeft  fcek  the  Lord.  Thou  feekelfc 
firft  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  its  righteoufnefs  :  tho* 
thou  doll  not  feek  it  fo  zealouily  as  thou  fhouldlt ;  yet 
Bath  it  the  chief  of  thy  defires  and  endeavours  ;  and 
nothing  elfe  is  defired  or  preferred  before  it; 

2.  Thou  wilt  think  no  labour  or  Suffering  too  great 
to   obtain  it.       And  though  the   fleih  may  fomerimes 
fhrink,  yet  art  thou  reiclved  and  content  to  go  through- 
all. 

y.  If  thou  be  an  heir  of  Red,  thy  valuation  of  it 
will  be  fo  high,  and  thy  arfettion  to  it  fo  great,  that 
thou  wouldil  not  exchange  thy  title  to  it,  and  hopes  ol 
it,  for  any  worldly  good  whatsoever.  If  God  would 
fet  before  thee  an  eternity  of  earthly  pleafure  on  one 
hand,  and  the  Reft  of  the  Saints  on  the  other,  add* 
bid  thee  take  thy  choice,  thou  wouldit  refufe  the 
world,  and  chufe  this  Reft. 

But  if  thou  be  yet  in  the  ftcih,  'hen  it  \i  clean  con- 
trary with  thee.  Then  doil  thou  in  thy  heart  prefer 
thy  worldly  happinels  before  God  ;  and  though  thy 
tongue  may  fay,  that  God  is  the  chief  good,  yet  thy 
Heart  doth  not  (o  eilccm  him.      Tor, 

i.  The   world    is   the    chief  end   of"  thy  defires  and 

endeavours  ;  thy  very  heart  is  fet  upon  it;   thy  gre. It 

care  and  labour  is  to  maintain  thy   eilate,  or  credit,  or 

&  kiy  delights.    But  the  life  to  come  hath  little  of  thy 

care   or   labour.      Then  cidft  never  perceive  fo  much 

excellency   in  the  unfeen  glory  as  to  draw  thy  heart  fo 

after  it :  but  that  little  pains  which  thou  beltowedlt  that 

way,  it  is  but  in  the  fecond  place.     God  hath  but  the 

world's  leavings,  and  that  time  and  labour  which  thou 

.  fpare  from  the  world,  or  thofe  few  cold  and  care- 

tboughts    which  follow  thy  conltant,  carr.eii,  and 

N    j  delightful 
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delightful  thoughts  of  earthly  things :  neither  wouldfl 
thou  do  any  thing  at  all  for  heaven,  if  thou  knew 
how  to  keep  the  world  :  but  left  thou  mould  be  turned 
into  hell,  when  thou  canit  keep  the  world  no  longer, 
therefore  thou  wilt  do  fomething. 

2.  Therefore  it  is  that  thou  thinkeft  the  way  of  God 
too  ftrict,  and  wilt  not  be  perfuaded  to  the  conftant 
Jabour  of  walking  according  to  the  gofpel-rule :  and 
when  it  comes  to  trial,  that  thou  muft  forfake  Chrift: 
cr  thy  worldly  happinefs,  and  the  wind  which  was  in 
thy  back,  doth  turn  into  thy  face,  then  thou  wilt  ven- 
ture heaven  rather  than  earth,  and  (as  defperate  rebels 
tifed  to  fay)  thou  wilt  rather  truft  God's  mercy  for  thy 
foul,  than  man's  for  thy  body  ;  and  fo  wilfully  deny  thy 
obedience  to  God. 

3.  And  certainly  if  God  would  but  give  thee  leave  to 
livein  health  and  wealth  for  ever  on  earth,  thou  wouldfl 
think  it  a  better  ftate  than  eternal  Reil :  let  them  feek 
for  heaven  that  would,  thou  wouldfl  think  this  thy 
chief  happinefs.  This  is  thy  cafe,  if  thou  be  yet 
an  unregenerate  perfon,  and  have  no  title  to  the  Saints' 
Reil. 

The  fecond  mark  which  I  fhall  give  thee,  to  try 
whether  thou  bean  heir  of  Reft,  is  this, 

As  thou  takeft  God  for  thy  chief  good,  fo  thou  doft 
heartily  accept  of  Chrift  for  thy  only  Saviour  and  Lord 
to  bring  thee  to  this  Reil.  The  former  mark  was  the 
fum  of  the  firfl  and  great  command  of  the  law  of 
nature,  "  Thou  /halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God."  This 
fecond  mark  is  the  fum  of  the  command  or  condition 
of  the  gofpel,  "Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  thou 
fhalt  be  faved."  And  the  performance  of  thefe  two 
is  the  whole  fum  or  effence  of  godlinefs  and  Chriilian- 
ity.  Obferve  therefore  the  parts  of  this  mark,  which 
is  out  a  definition  of  faith. 

1.  Doft  thou  fmd  that  thou  art  naturally  a  loll,  con- 
demned man,  for  the  breach  of  the  hrft  covenant  ?  And 
believe  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Mediator,  who  hath 
made  a  fufficient  fatisf.iclion  to  the  law  r  And  hearing 
in  the  gofpel  that  he  is  offered  without  exception  unto 
all,  doft  thou  heartily  confent  that  he  alone  ihall  be 
thy  Saviour  ?     And  no  further  truft  to  thy  duties,  and 

works 
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works,  than  as  conditions  required  by  him',  and  mean? 
appointed  in  fubordination  to  him?  Not  looking  at' 
them  as  in  the  lean*  meafure  able  to  fatisfy  the  curie  of 
the  law,  or  as  a  legal  righteoufnefs,  nor  any  part  of 
it  ?  But  art  content  to  trufl  thy  falvation  on  the  re- 
demption made  by  Chrift  ? 

2.  Art  thou  alfo  content  to-  take  him  fcr  thy  only- 
Lord  and  King,  to  govern  and  guide  thee  by  his  laws 
and  Spirit  ?  And  to  obey  him  even-  when  he  command  - 
eth  the  hardeft  duties,  and  thole  which  molt  crofs-  the. 
defires  of  the  fleih  ?  Is  it  thy  for  row  when  thou  breakeit 
thy  refolution  herein  ?  And  thy  joy  when  thou  keepext 
clofe  in  obedience  to  him  t  Wouldfl  thou,  not  change 
thy  Lord  and  Matter  for  all  the  world  ?  Thus  it  is- 
with  every  true  Chriftian.  But  if  thou  beanunbe* 
lievcr,  it  is  far  otherwiie.  Thou  mayeit  caJl  Chrift 
thy  Lord  and  thy  Saviour  ;  but  thou  never  founddt 
thyfelf  fo  loll  without  him,  as  to  lay  thy  falvation  on 
him  alone  :  or  at  leaft  thou  didft  nevv'r  heartily  confent 
that  he  fhould  govern  thee  as  thy  Lord  :  nor  refign  up. 
thy  foul  and  life  to  be  ruled  by  him  ;  nor  take  his 
word  for  the  law  of  thy  thoughts  and  actions.  It  is. 
likely  thou  art  content  to  be  laved  from  hell  by  Chriit 
when  thou  died  :  but  in  the  mean  time  he  fhall  com- 
mand thee  no  further  than  will  itand  with  any  credit* 
cr  pleafure,  or  worldly  eltate  and  ends.  And  if  he 
would  give  thee  leave,  thou  hadit  far  rather  live  after 
the  world  and  the  flefh,  than  after  the  Word  and  Spirit. 
And  tho*  thou  may  ell  now  and  then  have  a  motion  or 
purpofe  to  the  contrary ;  yet  this  that  I  have  mention- 
ed, is  the  ordinary  defue  and  choice  of  thine  heart ; 
and  fo  thou  art  no  true  believer  in  Chrift  :  for  though 
thou  confefs  him  in  words,  yet  in  works  thou  doit 
deny  him,  "  Being  difobedient,  and  to  every  good, 
work  a  dWapprover  and  a  reprobate,"  Tit.  i.  16. 
This  is  the  cafe  of  thofe  that  fliall  be  fhut  out  of  the 
Saints'  Kelt, 

CHAP. 
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Chap.  x. 

The  Rcxfon  of  the  Saints  A§i8ion  here. 

A  FURTHER  ufe  which  we  mult  make  cf  the  pre- 
fent  doctrine  is,  To  inform  us  why  the  people 
ot*  God  buffer  ft)  much  in  this  life.  What  wonder  ? 
When  you  fee  their  Reft  doth  yet  remain:  they  are  not 
yet  come  to  their  reiting-place.  We  would  all  fain 
have  continual  profperity,  becaufe  it  is  pleating  to  the 
Sefh  ;  but  we  confider  not  the  unreafonablenefs  of  fuch- 
defires.  We  are  like  children,  who  if  they  fee  any 
thing  which  their  appetite  defireth,  cry  for  it ;  and  if 
you  tell  them  that  it  is  unwholefome,  or  hurtful  fcr 
them,  they  are  never  the  more  quieted  ;  or  if  you  go- 
about  to  heal  any  fore  that  they  have,  they-  will  not 
endure  you  to  hurt  them,  though  you  tell  them,  that 
they  cannot  otherwife  be  healed  ;  their  fenfe  is  too 
ftrong  for  their  reafon,  and  therefore  reafon  doth  little 
perfuade  them.  Even  fo  it  is  with  us,  when  God  is 
afflicting  us  :  he  giveth  us  reafons  why  we  mult  bear 
it,  fo  that  our  reafon  is  eft  convinced  and  fatisned, 
and  yet  we  cry  and  complain  ftill;  it  is  not  reafon,  but" 
eafe  that  we  mult  have;  fpirituai  remedies  may  cure 
the  fpirit's  maladies;  but  that  will  not  content  the  flefh. 

But  methinks  Chriilians  fhould  have  another  palate 
than  that  of  the  fleGi,  to  try  and  relilh  providences  by  : 
God  hath  given  them  the  Spirit  to  fubdue  the  fleih. 
And  therefore  I  (hall  here  give  them  fome  reafons  of 
God's  dealings  in  their  prefent  fuflerings,  whereby  the 
equity  and  mercy  therein  may  appear:  and  they  fliaSl 
be  only  fuch  as  are  drawn  from  the  reference  that  thefe 
hlions  have  to  our  Reft  ;  which  being  a  Chriftian's 
happinefs  and  ultimate  end,  will  direct  him  in  judging 
of  all  eftates  and  means. 

i.  Confider  then,  that  labour  and  trouble  are  the 
common  way  to  Reft,  both  in  the  courfe  of  nature  and 
of  grace.  Can  there  pofiibly  be  Reft  without  motion 
and  wearinefs  ?  Do  you  not  travel  and  toil  f.rft,  and 
then  reft  afterwards  ?      The  day  for  labour  goes  firft, 
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and  then  the  night  for  Reft  doth  follow,  Why  fhculd 
we  defire  the  courfe  of  grace  to  be  perverted,  any 
more  than  we  would  do  the  courie  of  nature?  God 
did  once  dry  up  the  fea,  to  make  a  paffage  for  his 
people  ;  and  once  made  the  fun  in  the  firmament  to 
Hand  itill  :  but  mtift  he  do  fo  always  ?  Or,  as  oft  a» 
we  would  have  him?  It  is  his  eftabliihed:  decree,. 
"That  thro*  many  tribulations  we  mufl  enter  into  tr.s 
kingdom  of  heaven,'*  Acls  xiv.  22,  And  "  that  tf 
we  fuffer  with  him,  we  fliall  alfo  be  glorified  with  him,* 
2  Tim.  ii,  12.  And  what  are  we,  that  God's  fhtlutet 
Ihould  be  reverfed  for  our  pleafure  ?  As  Bildad  laid 
to  Job,  chap,  xviii.  4,  "  Shall  the  earth  be  forfake* 
for  thee?  Or  the  rock  be  removed  out  of  his  place  ? ya 
So,  muft  God  pervert  his  eftablimed  order  for  thee.  ? 

2.  Confider  alio,  That affli&i  xceedingly  ufa- 

ful  to  us,  to  keep  us  from  miftak  \e>'ting-placcr 

and  fo  taking  up  fliort  of  it,     A  L    .  .  s  motions 

heavenwards  are  voluntary,  and  not  conftj»ai  led.    Thole 
means  therefore  are  moil  profitable  to  him,  which  help 
his   underilanding  and   will  in  this  profecution.     The 
moil  dangerous  miltake  that  our  fouls  arc  capable  of,   W 
to   take   the  creature  for   God,  and  earth  for  heaven. 
And  yet,  alas,  how  common  is  this  !     Though  we  are 
afhamed   to  fpeak  fo  much  with  our  tongues,  yet  ho'-v 
oft  do  our  hearts  fay,  It  is  beft  being  here !     And  how 
contented  are  we  with  an  earthly  portion  !     So  that  I 
fear,   God  would  difpieafe  moil  of  us  more  to  afflict  us 
here,  and  promife  us  reft  hereafter,  than  to  give  us  o  lr 
heart's  defire  on  earth,  though  he  had  never  made  U5  a 
promife  of  heaven.     As   if  "the  creature  without  God, 
were  better  than  God  without  the  creature.    Alas,  how 
apt  are  we,  like  foolifh  children,  when  we  are  bufy  at 
our  fports   and   worldly  employments,  to  forget  both 
our  Father  and  our  home  !   Therefore  it  is  a  hard  thing 
for  a  rich  man  to- enter  into  heaven,  becaufe  it  is  hard 
for  him  to  value  it  more  than  earth,  and  not  think  he 
is   weli  already.     Come  to  a  man  that  hath  the  world 
at  will,  and  tell  him,  This  is  not  your  happinefsj  you 
have  high- r   things    to  look  after;  and  how  little  wiil 
he   regard   vou  !      But  when  affliction  comes,  it  fpeaks. 
Convincingly,     and    will    be    heard    when    preachers 
Cannot. 

Sometimes. 
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Sometimes  a  fincere  man  begins  to  be  lifted  up  with> 
applaufe;  and  fometimes  being  in  health  and  profperityy 
he  hath  loft  his  relifh  of  Chrift,  and  the  joys  above  ; 
till  God  breaks  in  upon  his  riches,  and  fcatters  them 
abroad,  cr  upon  his  children,  or  upon  his  confcience, 
cr  upon  the  health  of  his  body,  and  breaks  down  his 
".  which  he  thought  fo  ilrong:  and  then r  when  he 
in  Manaffeh's  fetters,  or  is  fattened  to  his  bed. 
v-ith  pining  ficknefc,  O  what  an  opportunity  hath  the 
Spirit  to  plead  with  his  foul  I  When  the  world  it> 
worth  nothing,  then  heaven  is  worth  fomething. 

Mow  oft  have  I  been  ready  to  think  myfelf  at  home, 

till  ficknefs  hath  roundly   told  me,    1  was  mifiaken  I 

et  to  fall" into  the  fame  difeafe,  which- 

till  it  be  removed  by  the  fame  cure  !     If  our 

not  put  thefe  thorns  into  our  bed,  w« 

ihould  fieep  out  cur  live,,  and  lofe  our  glory. 

5,  Confider,  afflictions  are  God's  moil  erfeclual  means,. 
to  keep  us  from  flraggling  out  of  the  way  to  our  Reft. 
If  he  had  not  let  a  hedge  of  thorns  on  the  right  hand, 
and  on  the  left,  we  mould  hardly  keep  the  way  tor  heat* 
ven  ;  if  there  be  but  one  gap  open  between  thefe 
thorns,  how  ready  are  we  to  turn  out  at  it  !  But  when 
Ve  cannot,  go  a'iray,  but  thefe  thorns  will  prick  us, 
perhapr.  we  will  be  content  to  hold  the  way.  When  we 
grow  wanton,  or  worldly,  or  proud;  wirat  a  notable 
mean  is  ficknefc,  cr  other  afrli<Ttions,  to  reduce  us  !  It 
is  every  chriftian,  as  well  as  Luther,  that  may  call  af- 
fliction one  of  his  belt  fchool- matters.  Many  a  one, 
as  well  as  David,  may  fay  by  experience,  "  Before  £ 
was  afflicted  1  went  aftray  ;  but  now  have  I  kept  thy 
precepts."  Many  thoufands  of  poor  recovered  fmners 
may  cry,  O  healthful  ficknefs :  O  comfortable  forrows  ?, 
O  gainful  loffes ;  O  enriching  poverty  ;  O  bleiled  day, 
that  ever  I  was  afflicted  I  It  is  not  only,  '  the  plea- 
fant  ftreams  and  the  green  paitures,  but  his  rod  and  ilaff 
alfo  that  are  our  comfort.'  Tho'  I  know  it  is  the  Word 
and  Spirit  that  do  the  work  :  yet  certainly  the  time  of 
fuffering  is  fo  opportune  a  leai'on,  that  the  fame  word- 
will  take  them  then,  which  before  was  unobierved  :  af- 
fliction doth  fo  unbolt  the  door  of  the  heart,  that  a  min- 
cer or  a  friend  may  then  be  heard,  and  the  word  may. 
ia.ve  eaiier  entrance  to  the  affections, 

4.  Confide r» 
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4.  Confider,  Afflictions  are  God's  mofl  effectual 
^neans  to  make  us  mend  our  pace  in  the  way  to  our  reft. 
They  are  his  rod,  and  his  fpur  :  what  fluggard  will 
not  awake  and  ftir  when  he  feeleth  them  r  Jt  were  well 
if  mere  love  would  prevail  with  us,  and  that  we  were 
rather  drawn  to  heaven,  than  driven  ;  but  feeing  our 
.hearts  are  fo  bad  that  mercy  will  not  do  it ;  it  is  better 
v/e  put  on  with  the  fharpeil  fcourge,  than  loiter-  our 
time  away  till  the  doors  are  fhut. 

O  what  a  difference  is  there  betwixt  our  prayers  in 
health  and  in  ficknefs !  betwixt  our  profperity  and  ad- 
verfity-repentings  !  He  that  before  had  not  a  tear  to 
.ihed,  or  a  groan  to  utter,  now  can  fob,  and  figh,  and 
weep  ;  he  that  was  wont  to  lie  like  a  block,  in  prayer, 
-and  fcarce  minded  what  he  faid  to  God  ;  now  affliction 
prelTeth  him  down,  how  earneftly  can  he  beg?  How 
-doth  he  mingle  his  prayers  and  tears  ?  And  cry  out, 
what  a  perfon  he  will  be,  if  God  will  but  hear  him  and 
deliver  him  ?  Alas,  if  we  did  not  fometirhes  feel  the 
ipur,  what  a  flow  pace  would  mod  of  us  hold  toward 
heaven  ! 

Seeing,  then,  what  our  vile  natures  require,  why 
mould  we  be  unwilling  God  mould  do  us  good,  by  a 
ihivp  mean  ?  Sure  that  is  the  belt  dealing  for  us, 
which  fureft  and  fooneit  doth  further  us  for  heaven. 
I  leave  thee,  chriftian,  to  judge  by  thy  own  experi- 
ence, whether  thou  doft  not  go  more  watchfully,  and 
lively,  and  fpeedily  in  thy  way  to  Reft,  in  thy  fuf- 
ierings,  than  thou  doit  in  thy  mofl  pleafmg  and  prof- 
perous  itate. 

Laftly.  Confider,  Gor?  doth  feldom  give  his  people  fo 
fweet  a  fcre-tafte  of  their  future  P»eft,  as  in  their  deep 
afflictions.  He  keepcth  hie  moft  precious  cordials  iov 
the  time  of  our  greatcit  faintings  and  dangers.  God 
is  not  fo  laviih  of  his  choice  favours  as  to  beftow  them 
unfeafonably  ;  he  gives  them  at  a  fit  time,  when  he 
knoweth  they  are  needful,  and  will  be  valued  ;  and 
when  he  is  fure  to  be  thanked  for  them,  and  his  peo- 
ple rejoiced  by  them.  Efpecially  when  our  fufferings 
are  more  directly  for  his  caufe,  then  doth  he  feldom 
fail  of  fweetening  the  bitter  cup.  Therefore  have  the 
Martyrs  been  poffefibrs  of  the  higheft  joys,  and  there- 
fore were  th^y  fo  ambitious  of  mart)  rdonrw  I  do  not 
3  think 
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think  that  Paul  and  Silas  did  ever  ling  more  joyfully, 
than  when  they  were  Tore  with  fcourgings,  and  fail  in 
the  inner  prifon,  with  their  feet  in  the  ltocks.  When 
did  Chiift  preach  fuch  comforts  to  his  diiciples,  and 
allure  them  of  his  providing  them  manfions  with  him  • 
felf,  as  when  he  was  ready  to  leave  them,  and  their 
hearts  were  forrowfal  becaufe  of  his  departure  ?  When 
did  he  appear  among  them,  and  fay,  Peace  be  unto  you, 
but  when  they  were  fhut  up  together  for  fear  of  the 
perfecuting  Jews  ?  When  did  Stephen  fee  heaven 
opened,  but  when  he  was  giving  up  his  life  for  the 
telKmony  of  jefus?  And  tho'  we  be  never  put  to  the 
fufFerings  of  martyrdom,  yet  God  knoweth  that  in  our 
natura]  iufrerings  we  need  iupport. 

Seeing,  then,  that  the  time  of  aftiiclion,  is  the  time  of 
out  molt  pure,  fpiiitual,  and  heavenly  joy,  for  moil 
part ;  why  ihould  a  clniilian  think  it  fo  bad  a  time  ? 
Is  not  that  our  bed  eftate  wherein  we  have  moil  of 
God  ?  Why  elfe  do  we  deure  to  come  to  heaven  ?  If 
we  look  for  a  heaven  of  fklhly  delights,  we  fhall  find 
Dnrfelves  miftaken.  Conclude  then,  that  affliction  is 
not  fo  bad  a  ftate  in  our  way  to  Reft,,  as  the  flefh  would 
r/'.ake  it.  Are  we  wifer  than  God?  Doth  not  he 
know  what  is  good  for  us,  better  than  we  ?  Or  is  he 
.not  as  careful  of  our  gooJ,  as  we  are  of  our  own  ?  Ah, 
woe  to  us  if  he  were  not  much  more  !  And  if  he  did 
not  love  us  better  than  we  love  either  him  Or  ourfelves! 
But  let  us  hear  a  little  what  it  is  that  we  can  object. 
i.  "Oh1/""  faith  one,  "I  could  bear  any  other  affliction 
:...e  this:  if  God  had  touched  me  in  any  thing  elfe, 
]  could  have  undergone  it  patiently  ;  but  it  is  my 
aleareft  friend,  or  child,  or  wife,  or  my  health  itfelf !  " 
I  anfwer  :  It  feemeth  God  hath  nit  the  right  vein, 
•where  thy  rnofl:  infiamed,  diilempered  blood  did  lie  : 
it  is  his  conilant  courfe  to  pull  down  men's  idols,  and 
Cake  away  that  which  is  dearer  to  them  than  himfelf, 
'i  here  it  is  that  his  jealoufy  is  kindled  ,  and  there  it  is 
that  the  foul  is  moil  endangeied.  If  God  mould  have 
tiiken  from  thee  that  which  thou  canfl  let  go  for  him, 
,;-,nd  no;  that  which  thou  canil  not ;  or  have  afflicted 
thee  where  thou  canfl:  bear  it,  and  not  where  thou  canft 
not ;  thy  idol  would  neither  have  been  dfcovered  nor 
this  would  neither  have  been  ^  fuiucient  trial 

to 


II.  §10.    The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.     1J7 

to  thee,    nor  a  cure,    but  have  confirmed  thee  in  thy 
idolatry. 

Objection  2.  Oh!  but  faith  another,  "If  God  would 
but  deliver  me  out  of  it  at  lait,  I  could  be  content  to 
bear  it:  but  I  have  an  incurable  ficknefs,  and  am  like 
to  live  or  die  in  poverty,  or  difgrace,  or  dittrefs." 

I  anfwer,  1.  Is  it  nothing  that  he  hath  promifed, 
'•  It  fhall  work  for  thy  good  ?  "  Rom.  viii.  28,  and 
"  that  with  the  affliction  he  will  make  a  way  to 
efcape  ?  "  that  he  will  be  with  thee  in  it  ?  and  deliver 
thee  in  the  fitteft  manner  and  feafon  ? 

2.  Is- it  not  enough  that  thou  art  fure  to  be  delivered 
at  death,  and  that  with  fo  full  a  deliverance  ?  Oh 
what  curfed  unbelief  doth  this  difcover  in  our  hearts  I 
That  we  would  be  more  thankful  to  be  turned  back 
again  into  the  llormy  fea  of.'he  world,  than  to  be  fafely 
and  fpeedily  landed  at  our  Relt  !  and  would  be  glad  of 
a  few  years  inferior  mercies  at  a  diitance,  rather  than  Up 
enter  upon  the  eternal  inheritance  with  Chriit  !  Do  we 
call  God  our  chief  good,  and  heaven  our  happinefs  ? 
and  yet  is  it  no  mercy  or  deliverance  to  be  taken  hence, 
and  put  into  that  pofTeilion  ? 

Objcd.  3.  Oh,  but  faith  another,  f<  If  my  affliction 
did  not  difable  me  from  duty,  I  could  bear  it ;  but  it 
maketh  me  ufelefs,  and  utterly  unprofitable. 

Anfw.  1.  For  that  duty  which  tendeth  to  thy  Ovvn 
benefit,  it  doth  not  difable  thee  ;  but  is  the  grcateft 
help  that  thou  canil  expect.  Thou  ufeft  to  complain  of 
1  coldnefs,  and  dulnefs,  and  worldlinefs,  and  fecurity  ; 
if  affliction  will  not  help  thee  againft  all  theie,  by 
warning,  quickening,  roufing  thy  fpirit,  I  know  not 
what  will.  Sure  thou  wilt  repent  thoroughly,  and  pray 
fervently,  and  mind  God  and  heaven  more  ferioufly, 
either  now  or  never. 

2.  As  for  our  duty  to  others,  and  fervice  to  the 
church,  it  is  not  thy  duty  when  God  doth  difable  thee. 
He  may  call  thee  out  of  the  vineyard  in  this  refpect, 
even  before  he  call  thee  by  death.  If  he  lay  thee  in 
the  giave,  and  put  others  in  thy  place,  is  this  any 
wrong  to  thee  ?  So,  if  he  call  thee  out  before  thy 
death,  and  fet  oihers  to  do  the  work,  fhouldelt  thou 
not  be  as  well  content  ?  Mufl  God  do  all  the  work  by 
thee  ?  Hath  he  not  manv  other-  as  dear  to  him,  and 
O  as 
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as  fit  for  the  employment  ?  But  alas,  what  deceitful- 
nefs  fteth  in  theie  hearts  !  When  we  have  time,  and 
health,  and  opportunity  to  work,  then  we  loiter,  and 
do  our  Matter  but  poor  fervice  ;  but  when  he  layeth 
affliction  upon  us,  then  we  complain  that  he  difableth 
us  for  his  work,  and  yet  perhaps  we  are  flill  negligent 
in  that  part  of  the  work  which  we  can  do.  So,  when 
we  are  in  health  and  profperity  we  forget  the  public, 
and  are  carelefs  of  other  men's  miferies  and  wants,  and 
mind  almoil  nothing  but  ourfelves  :  but  when  God  af- 
fiicleth  u?>  though  he  excite  us  more  to  duty  for  our- 
felves, yet  we  complain  that  iie  difableth  us  for  our 
duty  to  others  :  as  if  on  the  fudden  we  were  grown  fo 
charitable,  that  wc  regard  other  men's  fouls  more  than 
our  own  !  But  is  not  the  hand  of  the  flelh  in  all  this  dif- 
iinudation,  pleading  its  own  caufe  ?  What  pride  of 
he.-.it  is  this,  to  think  that  other  men  cannot  do  the 
work  as  well  as  we  ?  or  that  God  cannot  fee  to  hi9 
church,  and  provide  for  his  people  without  us  ? 

Object.  4.  Oh,  but  faith  another,  "It  is  my  friends 
that  are  my  afllifters ;  they  difclaim  me,  and  will  fcarce 
look  at  rne  ;  they  cenfure  me,  and  backbite  me,  and 
fiander  me,  and  look  upon  me  with  a  difdainful  eye  ; 
ij  it  were  others,  I  could  bear  it,  1  look  for  no  better 
from  them  :  but  when  thole  that  are  my  delight,  and 
that  I  looked  for  comfort  and  refreshing  from,  when 
^hefe  are  as  thorns  in  my  fides,  who  can  bear  it  ?  " 

Anfnjj.  I.  Whoever  is  the  inftrument,  the  affliction  is 
from  God,  and  the  provoking  caufe  from  thyfelf :  and 
**-ere  it  not  fitter  that  thou  fhouldft  look  more  to  God 
and  thyfelf? 

2.  Dolt  thou  not  know,  that  good  men  are  flill  fin- 
ful  in  part  ?  and  that  their  hearts  are  naturally  deceit- 
ful, and  defperately  wicked,  as  well  as  others  ?  Learn 
therefore  a  better  lefibn  from  the  prophet  Micah,  vii, 
5,  6,  7.  *'  Truft  not  (too  much)  in  a  friend,  nor  put 
confidence  in  a  guide  :  keep  the  doors  of  thy  mouth 
from  her  that  lieth  in  thy  bofom  :  but  look  rather  to 
the  Lord,  and  wait  for  the  G^d  of  thy  falvation." 

It  is  likely  thou  hadft  given  that  love  and  truft  to  men, 
which  was  due  only  to  God;  or  which  thou  hadft  denied 
"him  ;  and  then  no  wonder  if  he  chaftife  thee  by  them. 
If  we  woold   ufe  our  friends  as  friends,  God  would 

make 
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make  them  our  helps  and  comforts  :  but  when  we  one;; 
make  them  our  gods  by  e.rceffive  love  2nd  trufl,  then 
he  fufTers  them  to  be  our  accufers  and  tormentors :  it  is 
more  fafe  for  me  to  have  any  creature  a  fatan  than  a 
god  ;  to  be  tormented  by  them,  than  to  idolize  them. 
Till  thou  haft  learned  to  fuffer  from  the  good,  as  well 
as  the  ungodly,  never  look  to  live  a  contented  or  com- 
foi  table  life,  nor  ever  think  thou  hall  truly  learned  the 
art  of  fullering. 

Ohjeft.  5.  "Oh!  but  if  I  had  that  confolation, 
which  you  fay  God  referveth  for  our  fuffering  times,  I 
fhould  fuffer  more  contentedly  ;  but  i  do  noi  perceive 
any  luch  thing. "         b 

Anjkv.  1.  The  more  you  fuffer  for  righteoufeefs 
fake,  the  more  of  this  bl  tiling  you  may  ey.pzf.-  : 
the  more  you  fuffer  for  your  own  evil-doing,  the  longer 
you  mult  look  to  Hay  till  the  fweetnefs  come.  When 
«e  have  by  our  folly  provoked  God  to  chsftife  ts, 
fliall  we  prefently  look  that  he  fhould  fill  us  with  com- 
fort ?  u  That  were  (as  Mr.  Paul  Bayn  faith)  to  make 
airiiclion  to  be  no  affliction."  What  good  would  the 
bittcrnefs  do  us,  if  it  fhould  be  prefently  drowned  in  that 
fweetnefs  ?  It  is  well  in  fuch  fufferings,  if  you  have 
but  fupporting  grace;  and  if  your  fufferings  are  fancti- 
fied  to  purge  out  your  fin. 

2.  Do  you  not  neglect,  or  refill  the  comfort  which 
you  delire  ?  God  hath  filled  precepts  and  promises, 
and  other  of  his  providences,  wifh  matter  of  comfort  : 
if  you  overlook  all  thefe,  and  obferve  one  crofs  more 
than  a  thoufand  mercies,  who  maketh  you  uncomfort- 
able but  yourfelves  ?  If  you  refolve  you  will  not  be 
comfortable  as  long  as  any  thing  aileth  your  flelh,  you 
may  flay  till  death  before  you  have  comfort. 

3,  Have  your  afflictions  wrought  kindly  with  you, 
and  fitted  you  for  comfort  ?  Have  they  humbled  you, 
and  brought  you  to  a  faithful  confeflion  and  reforma- 
tion of  your  beloved  fins  ?  and  made  you  fee  dole  to 
your  neglected  duties  ;  and  weaned  your  hearts  from 
their  former  idols  ?  and  brought  them  unfeignedly  to 
take  God  for  their  portion  and  their  reft?  If  this  be 
not  done,  how  can  you  expect  comfort  ?  Should  God 
bind  up  the  lore  while  it  feltereth  at  the  bottom  ?     It 

O  z  is 
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is    not  mere  fa-Tenner    that   prepares    you  for  comfort  ; 
I  u  i!.,  fuccefs  and  fruit  ot  ibfFering  upon  ycur  hearts, 


CHAP.     XI. 

«!'.-/    iurvi    ^/  Ajjurance    of  this 

pe  "'•  ,v/<'o  all  they  poffibly  can  to  help  otf.en 

to  it. 

HATH  God  f-t  before  us  fuch  a  glorious  prize  as 
this  e  erJaftii  g  R.efts  and  made  a  man  capable  of 
fuch  an  inconceivable  happinei?  Why  then  do  not 
Jreri  ol  the  kingdom  beftir  themfelves  more 
to  hefp  others  to  the  enjoyment  of  it  ?  Alar,  how  little 
oor  fouls  about  us  beholden  to  the  moft  of  us  ? 
".  -  •.:  the  glory  of  the  kingdom,  and  they  do  not: 
1  mife*y  and  torment  of  thofe  that  mifs  it, 
and  :hey  do  not :  we  ice  them  wandering  quite  out  of 
the  way,  and  ki  >w  if  they  hold  on,  they  can  never 
come  there  ;  and  they  difcern  not  this  themfelves.  And 
vet  >ve  will  not  fet  upon  them  ferioufly,  and  fliew  theni 
their  danger  and  error,  and  help  to  bring  them  into 
the  way  that  they  may  live.  Alas,  how  few  chri 
are  to  be  found,  that  live  a?  men  that  are  made  to  do 
good,  and  that  fet  themfelves  with  all  their  might  to 
ihe  fiving  of  fouls!  No  thanks  to  us,  if  heaven  be 
not  e.np".y,  and  if  the  fouls  of  our  brethren  perifti  not 
for  ever. 

But  becaufc  this  is  a  duty,  which  fo  many  neglecl, 
and  fo  few  are  convinced  that  God  doth  expect  it  at 
their  hands,  and  yet  a  duty  of  fo  high  concernment  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  happinefs  of  men  ;  1  will 
fpeak  of  it  fomewhat  the  more  largely ;  and  fhew  you, 
i.  Wherein  it  doth  confiit.  z.  What  is  the  caufe  that 
it  is  fo  neglected.  3.  Give  fome  confiderations  to  per- 
fuade  you  to  the  performance  of  it  and  others  to  the 
bearing  of  it.  4.  Apply  this  more  particularly  to  fome 
peifons  whom  it  doth  nearly  concern. 

1.  I  would  have  you  well  underlland  what  is  this 
work,  which  I  am  perfuading  you  to.  Know  then,  on 
the  negative, 

1.  It 
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i.  It  is  not  to  invade  the  office  of  the  miniftrv,  and 
every  man  to  turn  a  public  preacher.  I  would  not 
have  you  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  your  calling  :  we 
fee  by  daily  experience,  what  fruits  thofe  men's  teach- 
ing doth  bring  forth,  who  run  uncalled  of  God,  and 
thruft  themfelves  into  the  place  of  public  teachers, 
thinking  themfelves  the  fHteft  for  the  work  in  the  pride 
of  their  hearts,  while  they  had  need  to  be  taught  the 
very  principles  of  religion  :  how  little  doth  God  blefs 
the  labours  of  thefe  felf-conceited  intruders,  even  tho' 
they  be  ordained. 

2.  Neither  do  T  perfuade  you  to  a  zealous  promoting 
of  factions  and  parties,  and  venturing  of  uncertain  opi- 
nions, which  men's  falvation  is  little  concerned  in. 
Alas,  what  advantage  hath  the  devil  always  got  in  the 
church  by  this  impofture  !  The  time  that  mould  be 
employed  in  drawing  men's  fouls  from  fin  to  Chrift,  it 
employed  in  drawing  them  to  opinions  and  parties* 
When  men  are  fallen  in  love  with  their  own  conceits, 
and  think  themfelves  the  wifeli,  how  diligently  do 
they  labour  to  get  themfelves  followers  ?  as  if  to  make  a 
man  a  profelyte  to  their  opinions,  were  as  happy  a 
work  as  to  convert  him  to  Chriit  ?  And  when  they 
fall  among  the  lighter,  more  ignorant  fort  of  men,  whofe 
religion  is  all  in  the  brain,  and  on  their  tongue,  they 
feldom  fail  of  fuccefs.  Thefe  men  (hall  fhortly  know, 
that  to  bring  a  man  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
Chrift,  is  another  kind  of  work,  than  to  bring  him  to 
be  baptifed  again,  or  to  be  of  fuch  a  church  or  fuch  a 
fide.  Unhappy  are  the  fouls  that  are  taken  in  the 
fnare  ;  who  when  they  have  fpent  their  lives  in  con- 
tending for  the  circumllantials  of  religion,  which  (hould 
have  been  fpent  in  ftudying  and  loving  the  Lord  Jefus, 
do  in  the  end  reap  an  empty  harveft,  fuitable  to  their 
empty  profeflion. 

3.  Nor  do  I  perfuade  you  to  fpeak  againfl  men's 
faults  behind  their  backs,  and  be  filent  before  their 
faces,  as  the  common  cuftom  of  the  world  is.  To  tell 
other  men  of  their  faults,  tendeth  little  to  their  re« 
formation,  if  they  hear  it  not  themfelves.  To  whifper 
men's  faults  to  others,  as  it  cometh  not  from  jove,  nor 
from  an  honeft  principle,  fo  ufually  doth  it  produce  no 
good  effect ;   for  if  the  party  hear  no;  of  it,  it  cannot 
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better  him  :  if  he  do,  he  will  take  it  but  as  the  reproach 
of  an  enemy,  and  not  as  the  faithful  council  of  a  friend, 
and  as  that  which  is  fpoken  to  make  him  odious,  and. 
not  to  make  him  virtuous  :  it  tendeth  not  to  provoke 
to  godlinefs,  but  to  raife  contention  ;  "  for  a  vvhifperer 
feparateth  chief  friends."  And  how  few  fhall  we  find 
that  make  conference  of  this  horrible  fin  ?  Or  that  will 
confefs  it?  Efpecially  if  men  are  fpeaking  of  their 
enemies,  or  thofe  that  have  wronged  them  ;  or  if  it  be 
of  one  that  eclipfeth  their  glory,  or  that  ftandeth  in 
the  way  of  their  gain  or  efteem  :  or  if  it  be  of  one  that 
difFereth  from  them  in  judgment;  or  of  one  that  is 
commonly  fpoke  againft  by  others  ;  who  is  it  that 
rnaketh  any  confeience  of  backbiting  fuch  as  thefe  ? 
And  you  fhall  ever  obferve,  that  the  forwarder  they 
are  to  backbiting,  the  more  backward  always  to  faith- 
ful admonifhing  ;  aud  none  fpeak  lefs  of  a  man's  faults 
to  his  face,  than  thofe  that  fpeak  mod:  of  them  behind 
his  back. 

So  far  am  I  from  perfuading,  therefore,  to  this  pre- 
poiterous  courfe,  that  I  would  advife  you  to  oppofe  it 
wherever  you  meet  with  it.  See  that  you  never  hear 
a  man  fpeaking  againft  his  neighbour  behind  his  back 
(without  fome  fpecial  caufe  or  call)  but  preiently  re- 
buke him:  afk  him  whether  he  hath  fpoken  thefe  things 
in  a  way  of  love  to  his  face  ?  If  he  hath  not,  afk 
him  how  he  dare  to  pervert  God's  prefenbed  order, 
who  commandeth  to  rebuke  our  neighbour  plainly,  and 
to  tell  him  his  fault  firll  in  private,  and  then  before 
witnefses,  till  he  fee  whether  he  will  be  won  or  not  ? 
And  how  he  dare  do  as  he  would  not  be  done  by  ? 

The  duty,  therefore,  that  I  would  prefs  you  to,  is 
of  another  nature,  and  it  coniifleth  in  thefe  things 
following  : 

i.  That  you  get  your  hearts  affected  with  the  mifery 
of  your  brethren's  fouls;  be  companionate  towards 
them  ;  yearn  after  their  faivation.  If  you  did  earneftly 
Jong  after  their  converfion,  and  your  hearts  were  fully 
fet  to  do  them  good,  it  would  let  you  on  work,  and 
God  would  ufually  bltfs  it. 

2.  Take  all  opportunities  that  you  poflibly  can,  to 
inilruft  and  help  them  to  the  attaining  of  faivation. 
And  kit  you   fliould   not  know  how  to  manage  this 
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work,  let  me  tell  you  more  particularly  what  you  are 
herein  to  do.  1.  If  it  be  an  ignorant  pcrfon  you  have 
to  deal  with,  who  is  an  utter  iiranger  to  the  myfleries 
of  religion,  and  to  the  work  of  regeneration,  the  nrit 
thing  you  have  to  do  is,  acquaint  him  with  thefe 
doctrines  :  labour  to  make  him  underfland  wherein 
man's  chief  happinefs  doth  confift  ;  and  how  vfar  he 
was  once  poflefled  of  it ;  and  what  law  and  covenant 
God  then  made  with  him  ;  and  how  he  broke  it;  and 
what  penalty  he  incurred,  and  what  mifery  he  brought 
himfelf  into  thereby  ;  teach  him  what  need  men  had  of 
a  Redeemer  ;  and  how  Chriit  in  mercy  did  interpofe 
and  bear  the  penalty,  and  on  what  terms  only  falvation 
is  now  to  be  attained  :  and  what  courfe  Chrift  taketh 
to  draw  men  to  himfelf:  and  what  are  the  riches  and 
privileges  that  believers  have  in  him. 

If  when  he  underftand  thefe  things,  he  be  not 
moved  by  them  ;  or  if  you  find  that  the  ltop  lieth  in 
his  will  and  affections,  and  in  the  hardnefs  of  his  heart, 
and  in  the  intereft  that  the  flefh.  and  the  world  have 
got  in  him  ;  then  fliew  him  the  excellency  of  the  glory 
which  he  neglecleth,  and  the  intolerablenefs  of  the 
lofs  of  it  :  and  the  extremity  and  eternity  of  the  tor- 
ments of  the  damned,  and  how  certainly  they  thatdie  in 
fin  mult  endure  them  ;  and  how  juit  it  is  for  their  re- 
filial  of  grace  ;  and  how  heinous  a  fin  it  is  to  reject 
fuch  free  and  abundant  mercy,  and  ro  tread  under  foot 
the  blood  of  the  covenant :  (hew  him  the  certainty, 
nearnefs,  and  terrors  of  death  and  judgment,  and  the 
vanity  of  all  things  below,  which  now  he  is  taken  up 
with  :  and  how  little  they  will  bellead  him  in  that 
time  of  his  extremity.  Shew  him  that-  by  nature  he 
himfelf  is  a  child  of  wrath,  an  enemy  to  God  ;  and  by 
actual  fin  much  more  :  (hew  him  the  vile  and  heinous 
nature  of  fin;  the  abfolute  neceflity  he  itandeth  in  of  a 
Saviour;  the  freenefs  of  the  promife  ;  the  fulneis  of 
Chrift  j  the  fufficiency  of  his  fatisfaction  ,  his  readinefs 
to  receive  all  that  are  willing  to  be  his  ;  and  the  au- 
thority and  dominion  which  he  hath  purchafed  over  us. 
Shew  him  alfo  the  abfolute  necemty  of  regeneration,' 
faith  and  hoiinefs,  how  impoffible  it  is  to  have  falvation 
by  Chrift  without  thefe;  and  what  they  are,  and  the 
true  nature  of  them, 
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If,  when  he  underftandeth  all  this,  you  find  his  foul 
enthralled  in  falfe  hopes,  perfuading  himfelf  that  he  is 
a  true  believer,  and  pardoned,  and  reconciled,  and 
fhall  be  faved  by  Chrift,  and  all  this  upon  falfe  grounds, 
t which  is  a  common  cafe)  then  urge  him  hard  to  exa- 
mine his  ftate,  fhew  him  the  neceffity  of  trying  ;  the 
danger  of  being  deceived;  the  commonnefs  and  eafinefs 
of  miftaking  one's  ftate  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the 
heart;  the  extreme  madnefs  of  putting  it  to  a  blind 
venture ;  or  of  refting  in  negligent  or  wilful  uncer- 
tainty  :  help  him  in  trying  himfelf:  produce  fome  un- 
deniable evidences  from  fcripture  :  afk  him,  Whether 
thefe  be  in  him  or  not  ?  Whether  he  ever  found  fuch 
workings  or  difpofitions  in  his  heart  ?  Urge  him  to  a 
rational  anfwer;  do  not  leave  him  till  you  have  con- 
vinced him  of  his  mifery ;  and  then  feafonably  and 
wifely  fhew  him  the  remedy. 

If  he  produce  fome  gifts,  or  duties,  or  works,  know 
to  what  end  he  doth  produce  them  :  if  to  join  with 
Chrift  in  compofing  him-a  righteoafnefs,  fhew  him  how 
vain  and  deflruclive  they  are  ;  if  it  be  by  way  of  evi- 
dence to  prove  his  title  to  Chrift  ;  fhew  him  wherein 
the  life  of  Chriftianity  doth  confift,  and  how  far  he 
muft  go  further,  if  he  will  be  Chrift's  difciple.  In  the 
mean  time,  that  he  be  not  difcouraged  with  hearing  of 
fo  high  a  meafure,  fhew  him  the  way  by  which  he  mufl 
attain  it.  Be  fure  to  draw  him  to  the  ufe  of  the  means  : 
fet  him  on  hearing  and  reading  the  word,  calling  upon 
God,  accompanying  the  godly  :  perfuade  him  to  leave 
his  actual  fins,  and  to  get  out  of  all  ways  of  temptation  : 
efpecially  to  forfake  ungodly  company  ;  and  to  wait 
patiently  on  God  in  the  ufe  of  means :  and  fhew  him 
the  itrong  hopes  that  in  fo  doing  he  may  have  a  bleffing  ; 
this  being  the  way  that  God  will  be  found   in. 

If  you  perceive  him  po/Tefled  with  many  prejudices 
aeainft  the  way  of  holinefs,  fhew  him  their  falfehood, 
and  with  wifdom  and  meeknefs  anfwer  his  objections. 

If  he  be  addicted  to  delay  duties  he  is  convinced  of, 
©r  lazinefs  and  ftupidity  endanger  his  foul  ;  then  lay 
on  more  powerfully,  and  fet  home  upon  his  heart  the 
molt  piercing  confiderations,  and  labour  to  faften  them 
as  thorns  in  his  confeience,  that  he  may  find  no  eafe  nor 
left  till  he  change  his  eftate, 
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But  becaufe  in  all  wqrks  the  manner  of  doing  them 
is  of  the  greate.'t  moment,  and  the  right  performance 
doth  much  further  the  fuccefs  ;  I  will  here  ad j 
few  directions,  which  you  mull  be  lure  to  obierve  t'i 
this  work  of  exhortation  ;  for  it  is  not  every  advice 
that  ufeth  to  fucceed,  nor  any  manner  of  giving  it  that 
will  ferve  the  turn.     Obferve  therefore  tliefe  rules  : 

1.  Set  upon  the  work  fmcerely,  and  with  right  in- 
tentions. Let  thy  end  be  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
party's  ialvation.  Do  it,  not  to  get  a  name  or  eiteem 
to  thyfelf;  or  to  lying  men  to  depend  upon  thee;  or 
10  got  thee  many  followers  ;  do  not  as  many  parents  and 
matters  will  do,  viz.  rebuke  their  children  and  fervants 
for  thoie  fins  that  difplcafe  them,  and  are  againft  their 
profit  or  their  humours  ;  but  never  direct  them  to  feek 
in  the  right  way  that  God  hath  appointed  to  lave  their 
fouls.  But  be  Aire  the  main  end  be  to  recover  them 
frommifery,  and  bring  them  into  the  way  of  eternal  reft. 

2.  Do  it  fpeedily,  as  you  would  not  have  them  de- 
lay their  return,  fo  do  you  not  delay  to  feek  their  re- 
tUin.  You  have  been  purposing  long  to  fpeik  to 
fuch  an  ignorant  neighbour,  and  to  fuch  a  fcandalous 
fmner  ;  and  yet  you  have  never  done  it.  Alas,  he  runs 
on  the  (core  all  this  while;  he  goes  deeper  in  debt  : 
wrath  is  heaping  up ;  fin  taketh  root ;  cuftom  doth 
more  faiien  him  ;  engagements  to  fin  grow  itronger  and 
more  numerous  ;  conscience  grows  feared  ;  the  heart 
grows  hardened  ;  while  you  delay,  the  devil  rules  and 
rejoiceth;  Chrill  is  fhut  out ;  the  Spirit  is  repulfed  ; 
God  is  daily  dishonoured;  his  law  is  violated  :  he  is 
without  a  fervant,  and  that  fervice  from  him  which  he 
mould  have  ;  time  runs  on  ;  the  day  of  vifitation 
hafteth  ;  death  and  judgment  are  at  the  door:  and  what 
if  the  man  die  and  mifs  of  heaven,  while  you  are  pro- 
moting to  teach  him  and  help  him  to  it  ?  If  in  cafe  of 
his  bodily  diflrefs,  you  muit  not  bid  him  go  and  call 
again  to-morrow,  when  you  have  it  by  you  ;  how  much 
lefs  may  you  delay  thje  fuccoit  of  his  foul  ?  If  once 
death  fnatch  him  away,  he  is  then  out  of  the  reach  of 
your  charity.  That  phyiician  is  no  better  than  a  mur- 
d'erer,  that  negligently  delayeth  till  his  patient  is  dead 
or  paft  cure.  Delay  in  duty  is  a  great  degree  of  difo- 
bedience,  though  you  afterwards  perform  it.     It  fhews 

I* 
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an  ill  heart  that  is  indifpofed  to  the  work.  O  how 
many  a  poor  (inner  perifheth,  or  gro  vs  rooted,  and 
next  to  incurable  in  fir.,  white  we  are  purpofing  to  feek 
their  recovery  !  Opportunities  hit  not  always.  When 
thou  heareft  that  the  finrier  is  dead,  or  removed,  or 
grown  obdurate  .-  will  not  cohfcience  fay  to  ihee,  How 
knoweft  thou  but  thou  mighteit  have  prevented  the 
damnation  of  a  foul  ?  Lay  by  excufes  then,  and  all 
leffer  bufmefs,  and  obey  God's  command,  "Exhort  one 
another  daily,  while  it  is  called  to-day,  left  any  be 
hardened  thro'  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin." 

3.  Let  thy  exhortation  proceed  from  companion  and 
love,  and  let  the  manner  of  it  clearly  (hew  the  perfon 
thou  dealeft  with,  that  it  does.  It  is  not  jeering,  or 
fcorning,  or  reproaching  a  man  for  his  fault,  that  is  a 
likely  way  to  work  his  reformation  :  nor  is  it  the 
right  way  to  convert  him  to  God,  to  rail  at  him,  and 
Vilify  him  with  words  of  diigrace.  Men  will  take 
them  for  their  enemies  that  thus  deal  with  them;  and 
the  words  of  an  enemy  are  little  perfuading.  Lay  by 
your  paiTion  therefore,  and  go  to  poor  finners  with  tears 
in  your  eyes,  that  they  may  fee  you  indeed  believe 
them  to  be  miferable  ;  and  that  you  unfeignedly  pity 
their  cafe  :  deal  with  them  with  earned,  humble  en- 
treatings.  Let  them  fee  that  your  very  bowels  yearn 
over  them^  and  that  it  is  the  very  defire  of  your  hearts 
to  do  them  good  :  let  them  perceive  that  you  have  no 
other  end  buc  the  procuring  of  their  everlailing  hap- 
pinefs  :  and  that  it  is  a  fure  fenfe  of  their  danger,  and 
your  love  to  their  fouls  that  forces  you  to  fpeak  :  even 
becaufe  you  know  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  for  fear 
left  you  fnould  fee  them  in  eternal  torments.  Say  to 
them,  "Why,  friend,  you  know  it  is  no  advantage  of 
my  own  that  I  feek  ;  the  way  to  pleafe  you,  and  to 
keep  your  friendfhip,  were  to  footh  you  in  your  own 
way,  or  to  let  you  alone  ;  but  love  will  not  fufFer  me 
to  fee  you  periih,  and  be  filent :  I  feek  nothing  at 
your  hands  but  that  which  is  necefiary  to  your  own 
happinefs.  It  is  yourfelf  that  will  have  the  gain  and 
comfort,  if  you  come  unto  Chrilt."  If  men  would  thus 
go  to  every  ignorant, '  wicked  neighbour  they  have, 
and  thus  deal  with  them  ;  O  what  bleffed  fruit  fhould 
we  quickly  fee  ! 

I  am 
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[  am  afhamed  to  hear  fome  lazy  hypocritical  wretches 
revile  their  poor  ignorant  neighbours,  and  feparate 
from  their  company,  and  judge  them  unfit  for  their 
fociety,  before  they  ever  once  tried  them  wich  this 
companionate  exhortation  !  O  you  little  know  what  a 
prevailing  courfe  this  would  probably  prove  !  And  how 
few  of  the  vileft  drunkards  or  fw  carers  would  be  fo 
obftinate  as  wholly  to  reject  or  defpife  the  exhortation 
of  love  !  I  know  it  muft  be  God  that  muft  change  men's 
hearts  :  but  I  know  alfo  that  God  worketh  by  means, 
and  when  he  meaneth  to  prevail  with  men,  he  ufually 
fetteth  the  means  accordingly,  and  flirreth  up  men  to 
plead  with  them  in  a  prevailing  way,  and  fo  fetteth  in 
with  his  grace,  and  maketh  it  fuccefsful.  Certainly, 
thofe  that  have  tried  can  tell  you  by  experience,  that 
there  is  no  way  fo  prevailing  with  men,  as  the  way  of 
companion  and  love.  So  much  of  thefe  as  they  difcern 
in  your  exhortation,  ufually  fo  much  doth  it  fucceed 
with  their  hearts  :  and  therefore  I  befeech  thofe  that 
are  faithful,  to  prattifc  this  cou/fe.  Ala?,  we  fee  moft 
people  among  us,  yea  thofe  that  would  feem  godly, 
cannot  bear  a  reproof  that  comes  not  in  meeknefs  and 
love  !  If  there  be  the  leaft  pafiion,  or  relifh  of  dii grace 
in  it,  they  are  ready  to  fpit  in  your  face.     Yea,  if  you 

Ido  not  fweeten  your  reproof  with  fair  words,    they 
cannot  digeft  it,  but  their  hearts  will  rife  up  againit 

I   you,  inftead  of  a  thankful  fubmiilion  and  reformation. 

,!  O  that  it  were  not  too  evident  that  the  pharifee  is  yet 
alive  in  the  breails  of  many  thoufands  that  feem  reli- 
gious ;  even  in  this  one  point  of  bearing  plain  and  fiiarp 
reproof!  "  They  bind  heavy  burdens,  and  grievous 
to  be  borne,  and  lay  them  on  men's  moulders ;  but  they 
themfelves  will  not  move  them  with  one  of  their  fin- 
gers," Matt,  xxiii.  4.  So  far  are  they  from  doing  in 
this,  as  they  would  be  done  by. 

4.  Another  direction  I  would  give  you,  is  this  :  Do 
it  with  all  poffible  plainnefs  and  faithfulnefs.  Do  not 
dally   with  men,   and  hide  from  them  their  mifery  or 

I  danger,  or  any  part  of  it.  Do  not  make  their  fins  lefs 
than  they  are  ;  nor  fpeak  of  them  in  a  falfe  hope,  no 
more  than  you  would  difcourage  the  found  hope  of  the 
righteous.  Jf  you  fee  his  cafe  dangerous,  tell  him 
plainly  of  it  :  "  Neighbour,  I  am  afraid  God  hath  not 

yet 
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yet  renewed  your  foul ;  and  that  it  is  yet  a  ftranger  to 
the  great  work  of  regeneration  and  fanclification  :  I 
doubt  you  are  not  yet  recovered  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  God,  nor  brought  out  of  the  ftate  of  wrath 
which  you  were  born  in,  and  have  lived  in  :  I  doubt 
you  have  not  chofen  Chrift  above  all,  nor  fet  your 
heart  upon  him,  nor  unfeignedly  taken  him  for  your 
fovereign  Lord.  If  you  had,  fure  you  durft  not  fo 
eafily  difobey  him  :  you  could  not  fo  neglect  him  and 
his  worihip  in  your  family  and  in  public  :  you  could 
not  fo  eagerly  follow  the  world,  and  talk  of  almoft 
nothing  but  the  things  of  this  world,  while  Chrift  is 
feldom  mentioned  by  )Ou.  Jf  you  were  in  Chrift,  you 
would  become  a  new  creature  ;  old  things  would  be 
patted  away,  and  all  things  would  become  new  :  you 
would  have  new  thoughts,  and  new  talk,  and  new  com- 
pany, and  new  endeavours,  and  a  new  converfation  : 
certainly  without  thefe  you  can  never  be  faved  :  you 
may  think  otherwife,  and  hope  better  as  long  as  you 
will,  but  your  hopes  will  deceive  you,  and  perifh  with 
you.  Alas !  it  is  not  as  you  will,  nor  as  I  will,  who 
mail  be  faved,  but  it  is  as  God  will  :  and  God  hath 
told  us,  that — "  Without  holinefs  none  mall  fee  him  : 
and, — Except  we  be  born  again,  we  cannot  enter  into  his 
kingdom.  And — that  all  who  would  not  have  Chrift 
to  reign  over  them,  fhall  be  brought  forth,  and  de- 
ftroyed  before  him."  O  therefore  look  to  your  Hate 
in  time." 

Thus  muft  you  deal  roundly  and  faithfully  with  men, 
if  ever  you  intend  to  do  them  good.  It  is  not  hover- 
ing at  a  diftance  in  a  general  difcourfe  that  will  ferve 
the  turn.  It  is  not  in  curing  men's  fouls,  as  in  curing 
their  bodies,  where  they  muft  not  know  their  danger, 
left  it  fadden  them,  and  hinder  the  cure.  They  are 
here  agents  in  their  own  cure,  and  if  tney  know  not 
their  mifery,  they  will  never  bewail  it,  nor  know  liow 
much  need  they  have  of  a  Saviour  :  If  they  know  not 
the  worft,  they  will  not  labour  to  prevent  it ;  but  will 
fit  ftill  and  loiter  till  they  drop  into  perdition,  and  will 
trifle  out  their  time  till  it  be  too  late.  And  therefore 
fpeak  to  men,  as  Chrift  did  to  the  Pharifees,  till  they 
knew  that  he  meant  them.  Deal  plainly,  or  you  but 
deceive  and  deftroy  them, 

5.  And 
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c.   And   as    you  mull  do  it  plainly,  fo  alfo  ferioufly, 
zealoufly,  and  effectually.  The  exceeding  ilupidity  and 
deadnefs  of  men's  hearts  are  fuch.  chat  no  other  dealing 
will   ordinarily  work.     You  mult  call  loud,  to  awake 
a   man  in  a  fwoon  or  a  lethargy.     If  you  fpeak  to  the 
common   fort  of  men,  of  the  evil  of  their  iin,  of  the 
need  of  Chrilt,    of  the  danger  of  their  fouls,    of  the 
jaecefftty  of  regeneration,   they  will  warily  and. unwil- 
lingly  give    you   the  hearing,  and  put  off  ail  wan  a 
figh,  or  a  few  good  wifnes,  and  fay,    God  forgive  us, 
ive  are  all  /inner s  J    and  there  is  an  end.      It  ever  you 
will  do  them  good,   therefore,  you  mull  fharpen  your 
exhortation,  and  let  it  home,  and   follow  it,  till  you 
have  rouzed  them   up,  and   made  them  begin  to  look 
about  them.     Let  them  know  that  thou  fpeakcil  not  to 
them  of  indifferent  things,  nor  about  children's  games, 
or   matters   of  a   few   years  or  days  continuance,  nor 
yet  about   matters   of  uncertainty,    which  may  never 
come   to  pafs  :    but  it  is  about  the  faving  and  damning 
of  their  fouls  and  bodies  ;    and  whether  they  fhaJI  be 
bleffed  with  Chrill,  or  tormented  with  deviis,  and  that 
for  ever  and  ever;    it  is,   how    to  iiarul  before  God  ia 
judgment,  and  what  anfwer  to  give,  and  how  they  are 
like  to  fpeed;  and  this  judgment  and  eternal  irate  they 
{hall  very  fhortly  fee,  they  are  almofl  at  it ;    yet  a  .   . 
more  nights  and  days,  and   they  ihall  be  at  that  bit 
day  :    a  few  more  breaths  they   have  to  breathe,    and 
they  mall  breathe  their  lafl :  and  then  as  certainly  fhall 
they  fee  that  mighty  change,  as  that  they  behold  tfie  hea- 
ven over  their  heads,    and  the  earth  under  their  feet. 
O   labour  to   make  men  know,  that  it  is  mad  jelling 
about  faivation  or  damnation  ;  and  that  heaven  and  hell 
are  not  matters  to  be  played  with,  or  patted  over  with 
a  few  carelefs  thoughts.     It  is  mod  certain  that  one  of 
thefe    days    thou   fhait  be   either   in  everlaiting,  un- 
changeable joy  or   torment;    and   doth   it  not  awake 
thee  ?     Are  they   fo   few  that  find  the  way  of  death  ? 
Is  it  fo  hard  to  efcape  ?    fo  cafy  to  mifcarry  ?   and  that 
while   we  fear   nothing,    but  think  all  is  well  ?     And 
yet  you  fit  ftill  and  trifle  *    What  do  you  mean  ?    What 
do  you  think  on  ?     The  world   is   pa-fling  away  ;  its 
pleafures   are  fading  :  its  honours  are  leaving  you  :  its 
profits  will  prove  unprofitable  to  you  :  heaven  or  hell 
F  is 
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is  a  little  b.Tore  you:  God  is  juft  and  jealous:  his 
are  true  :  The  great  day  of  his  judgment 
wiil  be  terrible:  Your  time  runs  on  :  Your  lives  are 
tain:  You  are  far  behind  hand  :  You  have  loiter- 
ed long  :  Your  cafe  is  dangerous :  Your  fouls  are  far 
c^one  in  iin  :  You  are  Grangers  to  God  :  You  are  hard- 
ened in  all  evil  cuftotns:  You  have  no  aflurance  of  com- 
fort to  fhew  :  If  you  die  to-morrow,  how  ready  are 
yoi]  ?  and  with  what  terror  will  your  fouls  go  out  of 
your  bodie;  ?  And  you  yet  loiter?  Why  coniider, 
God  ftandeth  all  this  white  waiting  your  leifure  :  his 
puience  Beareth:  his  jurtice  forbeareth  :  his  mercy 
iritreateth  you  :  Chrift  itandeth  offering  you  his  blood 
and  merits  :  You  may  have  him  freely,  and  life  with 
him  :  The  Spirit  is  perfuading  :  v.'onfcience  is  accuflng 
a;:d  urging  you  :  Minilters  are  praying  for  you  and 
calling  upon  you  :  Satan  is  waiting,  when  Juflice 
will  cut  off  your  lives  that  he  m  tv  have  you  :  This  is 
your  time:  Now  or  never.  What!  had  you  rather 
lofe  heaven  rhan  your  profits  or  pleafnres  ?  Had  you 
rather  burn  in  he'll,  than  repent  on  earth  ?  Had  you 
rather  howl  and  roar  there,  than  pray  day  and  night 
fur  mercy  here  ?  Or  have  devils  your  tormentors,  than 
Chriil  your  governor  ?  Will  you  renounce  your  part  in 
God  and  glory  raiher  than  renounce  your  fins  ?  Do 
you  think  a  holy  life  too  much  for  heaven  ?  or  too  dear 
a  courfe  to  prevent  endlefs  mifery  ?  O  friends,  what 
tlo  you  think  of  thefe  things  ?  God  hath  made  you 
men.,  and  endued  you  with  reafon  :  Do  you  renounce 
your  reafon  where  you  ihou!d  chiefly  ufe  it?  "  In  this 
manner  you  mult  deal  roundly  and  ferioufly  with  men. 

Alas  !  it  is  not  a  few  dull  words,  between  jell  and 
earneit,  between  fecp  and  waking,  as  it  were,  that 
will  waken  an  ignorant,  dead  -hearted  finner  !  When 
a  dull  hearer  and  a  dull  fpeaker  meet  together,  a  dead 
heart,  and  a  dead  exhortation  ;  it  is  unlikely  to  have  a 
livelv  effect..  If  a  man  fall  down  into  a  fwoon,  you 
will  not  ftand  trifling  with  him,  but  lay  hands  on  him 
prefently,  and  fnatch  him  up,  and  rub  him,  and  call 
aloud  to  him  :  If  a  houfe  be  on  fire,  you  will  not  in  a 
cold  ftrain  go  to  tell  your  neighbour  of  it,  or  make  an 
oration  of  the  nature  and  danger  of  fire;  but  you  will 
run  out  and  cry,  Fire  !  Fire  1   Matters  of  moment  muft 

be 
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be  ferioufly  dealt  with.  To  tell  a  man  of  his  fins  fo  foftly 
as  Eli  did  his  ions,  or  reprove  him  fo  gently  as  Jchof- 
aphat  did  Ahab,  Let  not  the  King  fay  jo  y  doth  ufually 
as  much  harm  as  good.  1  am  periuaded  the  very  man- 
ner of  fome  men's  reproof  and  exhortation,  hath  hard- 
ened many  a  (inner  in  the  way  of  deitruclion.  To  tell 
them  of  fin,  or  of  heaven,  or  hell,  in  a  dull,  ealV, 
carelefs  language,  doth  make  men  think  you  arc  not  in 
good  earner!  ;  but  fcarce  think  yourfelves  fuch  things 
are  true.  O  Siis  1  deal  with  fin  as  tin,  and  i'peak  of 
heaven  and  hell  as  they  are,  and  not  as  if  you  were  in 
jeft.  1  confefs  I  have  failed  much  in  this  myfelf,  the 
Lord  lay  it  not  to  my  charge  !  Uuwillingneis  to  dii- 
pleafe  men,  makes  us  undo  them. 

6.  Yet  left,  you  run  into  extremes,  I  advife  you  to 
do  it  with  difcretion.  Be  as  ferious  as  you  can,  but 
yet  with  wifdom.  And  efpecially  you  inuft  be  wife  in 
the  particulars  following. 

I.  In  choofmg  the  fitted:  feafon  for  your  exhortation  ; 
not  to  deal  with  men  when  thev  are  in  a  p^lfion,  or 
where  they  will  take  it  for  a  difgrace.  Men  mould 
obferve,  when  tinners  a-e  fitted  to  hear  instructions. 
Phytic  mult  not  be  given  at  all  times,  but  in  ieaion. 
It  is .  an  excellent  example  that  Paul  giveth  us,  Gat. 
ii.  2.  He  communicated  the  goi'pel  to  them,  yt-t 
piivately  to  them  of  reputation,  lell  he  ftiould  run  in 
vain.  Some  men  would  take  this  to  be  a  tinful  com- 
plying with  their  corruptions,  to  yield  fo  far  to  their 
pride  and  bafhfulnefs,  as  to  teach  them  only  in  private* 
becaufe  they  would  be  alhamed '  to  own  the  truth  in 
public  :  but  Paul  knew  how  great  a  hindrance  men's 
reputation  is  to  their  entertaining  of  the  truth,  and 
that  the  remedy  niaft  not  only  be  fitted  to  the  difeafe, 
but  alfo  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  that  in  fo 
doing,  the  phytician  is  not  guilty  of  favouring  the 
difeafe,  but  is  praife-worthy  for  taking  the  right  way 
to  cure.  Means  will  work  eahly  if  you  take  the  op- 
portunity ;  when  the  earth  is  foft,  the  plough  will  enter. 
Take  a  man,  when  he  is  under  affliction,  or  in  the 
houfe  of  mourning,  or  newly  ftirred  by  fome  moving 
fermon,  and  then  fet  it  home,,  and  you  may  do  him 
good.     Chriflian  faithfulnefs  doth  require  us,  not  only 
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to jjo-g-eodiwhcn  it  falls  in  our  way,  but  to  watch 
tttF  opport^nties. 

*^j.  Be*  wife  alio  in  fuiting  your  exhortation  to  the 
*fffaiity  and  temper  of  the  perfon.  All  meats  are  not 
for  all  ftomachs  :  one  man  will  vomit  that  up  which 
another  will  digeit.  i.  If  it  be  a  learned,  or  ingenious 
rational  man,  you  muft  deal  more  by  convincing  argu- 
ments, and  lefs  by  pafiionate  perfuafions.  2.  If  it  be 
one  that  is  both  ignorant  and  ilupid,  there  is  need 
of  both.  3.  If  one  that  is  convinced,  but  not  con- 
verted, you  mull  ufe  moll  thofe  means  that  rouze  the 
affections.  4.  If  they  be  obilinate  and  fecure,  you 
mull  reprove  them  tharply.  5.  Jf  they  be  of  timorous 
tender  natures,  they  mull  be  tenderly  dealt  with.  All 
cannot  bear  that  rough  dealing  as  fome  can.  Love,  and 
plainnefs,  and  ferioufnefs,  take  with  all  :  but  words  of 
terror  fome  fcarce  can  bear. 

3.  You  mull  be  wife  alfo  in  ufing  the  apteft  expref- 
fions.  Many  a  miniller  doth  deliver  molt  excellent 
matter  in  fuch  a  harm  and  unfeeming  language  that  it 
makes  the  hearers  loathe  the  food  that  they  fhould  live 
by,  and  laugh  at  a  fermon  that  might  make  them 
quake  :  efpecially  if  they  be  men  of  curious  ears,  and 
carnal  hearts,  and  have  more  wit  and  parts  than  the 
fpeaker.  And  fo  it  is  in  private  exhortations  as  well 
as  public  :  if  you  clothe  the  moll  amiable  truth  in  the 
fordid  rags  of  unbefeeming  language,  you  will  make 
men  difdain  it,  though  it  be  the  offspring  of  God,  and 
of  the  higheft  nature. 

4.  Let  all  your  reproofs  and  exhortations  be  backed 
xvith  the  authority  of  God.  Let  the  finner  be  con- 
vinced that  you  fpeak  not  from  yourfelves  or  of  your 
own  head.  Shew  them  the  very  words  of  fcripture 
for  what  you  fay  :  prefs  them  with  the  truth  and 
authority  of  God  :  aflt  them,  Whether  they  believe 
that  this  is  his  word,  and  that  his  word  is  true  ?  So 
much  of  God  as  appeareth  in  our  words,  fo  much  will 
they  take.  The  voice  of  man  is  contemptible;  but 
the  voice  of  God  is  awful  and  terrible.  Be  fure  there- 
fore to  make  them  know  that  you  fpeak  nothing  but 
what  God  hath  fpoken. 

5.  You  mull  alfo  be  frequent  with  men  in  this  duty 
olvt hrtatwn  ;    it  is  not  once  or  twice  that  ufually  will 

prevail. 
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prevail.  If  God  himfelf  muit  be  conflantly  folic  i  ted, 
as  if  importunity  could  prevail  with  him  when  nothing 
eife  can  ;  and  therefore,  requires  us  alvjoys  fo pray,  and 
not  to  faint :  the  fame  courfe,  no  doubt,  wiii  be  rnoit 
prevailing  with  men.  Therefore,  we  are  commanded, 
j'o  exhort  one  another  daily,  and  with  all  long-fuffhrt 
The  fire  is  not  always  brought  out  of  the  fiint.at  one 
flroke  :  nor  men's  affections  kindled  at  the  rlrll  ex- 
hortation. And  if  they  were,  yet  if  they  be  not  fol- 
lowed, they  will  foon  grow  cold  again.  Weary  oat 
finners  with  your  loving  and  earneir.  intreaties  ;  follow 
them,  and  give  them  no  reit  in  their  fin.  This  is  true 
charity,  and  this  is  the  way  to  fave  men's  fouls  :  and  a 
courfe  that  will  afford  you  comfort  upon  a  review. 

6.  Strive  to  bring  all  your  exhortation  to  an  iffiie  : 
flick  not  in  the  work  done,  but  look  after  the  fuccefs. 
J  have  long  obferved  it  in  ministers  and  private  men, 
that  if  they  fpeak  ever  (o  convincing  words,  and  yet 
all  their  care  be  ever  when  they  have  done  their  fpeedi, 
pretending  that  having  done  their  duty,,  they  leave 
the  iffue  to  God,  thefe  men  feldom  profper  in  th'ir 
labours  ;  but  thofe  whofe  very  hearts  are  let  upon  the 
wcrlr,  and  that  long  to  fee  it  take  for  the  hearers  con- 
verfion,  and  ufe  to  enquire  how  it  fpeeds,  God  ufually 
bleiieth  their  labours,  though  more  weak.  Labour, 
therefore,  to  drive  all  your  fpecches  at  the  defued 
iffue.  If  you  are  reproving  fin,  ceafe  not  (if  it  may 
be)  till  you  have  got  the  firmer  to  promife  you  to  leave 
it,  and  to  avoid  the  occafions  of  it  :  if  you  are  ex- 
horting to  a  duty,  urge  the  party  to  promife  you 
prefendy  to  fet  upon  it.  If  you  would  draw  them  to 
Chrilt,  leave  them  not  till  you  have  made  them  confefs, 
that  their  prefent  ftate  is  miferable  and  not  to  be  reAed 
in  ;  and  till  they  have  fubfciibed  to  the  neceflicy  of 
a  change  ;  and  promifed  you  to  fall  clofe  to  the  ule  of 
means.  Oh  that  all  chriiliano  would  be  perfuaded  to 
take  this  courfe  frit's  all  their  neighbours-  that  are  yet 
cnflaved  to  fin,  and  ft  rangers  to  Chrilt  1 

7.  Lailly  :    Be  fure  your  example  exhort  as  well   as 
ir  words.     Let   them    fee    you    conihnt  in    all  the 

duties   you   periuade  them  to.     Let   them  iee  in  your 
iivies  that  excellency  above  the  world,  twhicn  you  per- 
t  iheia  to  in  your  fpecchea..    Let  them  fee  by  j  our 
t  3  conila.u 
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mat tart  labo-  raven,  i bat  you  ic_  ■  e 

what  too  wocid  have  then*  I 

Aril  thas  1  have  opened   10  too  the  £rft  and  great 
part  of    I  BOB* 

:ac  help-i: 

ed    von    alio    the 
aBaanrr  bow  to  perform  i:.     I  wiU  new  {peak  a  Hi 

t.  Bcndcs  the  t  -irate  adxenirkm.  70a  nrai 

yx  nxmcA  endeavours  tc  help  aier.  to  pre: 
-.;...    .-_.'_-;:  Ar.i  : :  •:.:.*.  :::.    r.:::.  -:   ;•  .  _r  cr.- 

dearour:  Ea!  ausriften  a  here 

thew  are  warning      This  is  God's  ordinary  means  of 
coaveTticg  and  taring.     "■  How   fnall  they  beer  v 
•at  a  preachc  lot  only  fc 

bat  for  the  poor  ariferable  ones  aboat  yoo,  do  all  yon 
caa  to  bring  this  to  pa&.     Improve  ali  yoa: 
and  diligence  to  tab  end.     Rite,  and  go  .  r.d 

■sake  friend:  Whs    knoweth  how 

xeacy  5oads  n_  ran,  wan  have  been  coa verted  by 

the  acnafiiy  which  yoa  have  procured?     It  is  a  higher 
and  nobler  work  of  c  aaa  if  you  gave  all  that 

-..;_  ;:..:-  u   :=  :. .  t   ::;-.;:  :  jzit-.. 

How  {mail  a  matter  were  it  (and  yet  how  exc 
a*  nan  of  aaeans  ia  :.  to 

ca!3  ©at  iceve  one  r-oor  beys,    in  the 

ooastry  fchools,  who  are  the  chokeft  wil  the 

aaofi  paaas  *lii  pennons,  who  are  poor  and  uoabi. 
proceed  in  learning;    and  to  mainrain  them  rill  they 
aie  £t  far  the  xnhu&ry  ;  ng  a  few 

i_:  r  -.  :.      :.::-:i:ir-..  ::t  .1'.       :*'   :*.e;-    :.!•-    hcirrs    to 
-re  eaaiy  fpared  ort  of  their  lie  ,  or 

aBperfiaoas  diet ;  1  dare  fay,   they  would  not  be  .  j 
for  it.  when  they  t  rckcaing  :    One  lump- 

tvocs  fead,  or  one  coftly  fcm  c: 

Cain  a  poor  boy  who 

t  -  -  ■       .    -.::.:    : . '  t    :•:    -. :.    -.   -  -  •  -  :  r .  e  ■■.-.:-.   i  7.  h :  t.  , 
than  m  ag   lord,   *ui   to   do  God  more 

;  ■  his  church,  inaa  ere: 
- 

2.  Aad  whei.  f  the  bleHing 

;♦:-    -     '      .".-■*••■._:  1 :-  ■-  :    2i.igeacc   tc    -.t.z    poor 

:.  taw  yon 
aajfl 
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mail  draw  them  coniiantly  to     hear    and    attend  it  : 
remind  them  often  ot  what  they  have  heard:  draw  them, 
it*  it  be  po&ble,  to  repeat  it  in  their  families ;  if  that 
cannot  be,    then  draw  them  to  come  to  others  that  do 
repeat  it  ;   that  (o  it  may  not  die  in  the  hearing.     The 
very  drawing  of  men  into  the  company  and  acquaint- 
ance   of  the   good  man,    befides  the   benefit  they  have- 
by  his  endeavours,  is  of  lingular  ufe  to  the  recovery 
of  their  fouls.       It  is  a  mean  to  take  off  prejudice,  by 
confuting    the  world's  (landers  of  the  ways  and  people 
of  God".     Ufe,  therefore,  often  to  meet  together,  be- 
fides the   more  public   meeting  in  the    congregation  : 
not  to  vend  any  unfound  opinions ;  nor  at  the   time  of 
public  worlhip  ;    nor  yet   to  feparate  from  the  church, 
whereof   you  are  members;    but  the  work,    which    I 
would  have  you  meet  about,  is  this,  To  repeat  together 
the  word   which  you  have   heard  in   public  ;    to  pour 
out  joint  prayers   for  the  church  and  yourfelves  ;    joia 
in  cheerful  fmging  the  praifes  of  God  :    to  open  your 
fcruples,  and  doubts,  and  fears,  and  get  refolution  ;  to. 
quicken  each  other  in  love  and  heavenly-mindednefs, 
or  holy   walking  :   and  all   this,    not    as    a    feparated 
church,  but  as  a  part  of  the  church  more  diligent  than 
the  reil,  in  redeeming  time,    and  helping  the  fouls  of 
each  other  heavenward. 

3.  One  thing  more  I  advife  :  If  you  would  have 
fouls  faved  by  the  ordinance,  labour  ltill  to  keep  the 
ordinance  and  minifiry  in  eiteem.  No  man  will  be- 
much  wrought  on  by  that  which  he  defpifeth.  I  (hall 
confirm  you  herein,  not  in  my  own  words,  but  in  his 
that  I  know  you  dare  not  difregard,  1  Theff.  v.  12,  13* 
"  Wherefore,  comfort  yourfelves  together,  and  edify 
one  another,  even  as  ye  alio  do  :  and  we  befeech  you 
brethren,  to  know  them  which  labour  among  you,  and 
are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonifh  you,  and  to 
eRecm  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  works  fake  ; 
a&4  be  at  peace  among  yourfelves.  Gbey  them  that 
Lave  the  rule  over  you,  and  fubmit  yourfelves:  for  they 
watch  for  your  fouls,  as  thole  that  mnft  give  an  ac- 
count, that  they  may  do  it  v/ith  joy,  and  not  with 
grief;  for  that  is  unprofitable  for  you,"  Heb.  .xiii.  17. 
Thus  you  fee  part  of  your  duty  for  the  falvation  of 
others. 

But 
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.  But  where  (hall  we  find  the  man,  that  fetteth  him- 
felt"  to  it  with  all  his  might,  and  that  hath  fet  his 
heart  upon  the  fouls  of  his  brethren,  that  they  may  be 
faved  r 

Let  us  here  a  little  enquire,  what  may  be  the  caufes 
of  the  grafs  neglect  of  this  duty,  that  the  hindrances 
being  difcovered,  may  the  more  eafily  be  overcome. 

i.  One  hindrance  is,  Men's  own  finfulnefs  and 
guiltinefs.  They  have  not  been  ravifhed  themfelves 
with  the  heavenly  delights  :  how  then  mould  they 
draw  others  to  leek  them  ?  They  have  not  felt  the 
wickednefs  of  their  own  nature,  nor  their  loft  con- 
dition,, nor  their  need  of  Chriit,  nor  felt  the  renewing 
work  of  the  Spirit  :  how  then  can  they  difcover  theie 
to  others  r  O  \  that  this  were  not  the  cafe  of  many  a 
learned  preacher  in  England  !  and  the  caufe  why  they 
preach  ib  frozenly  !  Men  alfo  are  guilty  themfelvej 
of  the  fins  they  mould  reprove  ;  and  this  ftops  their 
mouths,  and  maketh  them  amamed  to  reprove. 

2.  Another  hindrance  is,  A  fecret  infidelity  pre- 
vailing in  men's  hearts  :  alas,  firs  !  we  do  not  fure' 
believe  men's  mifery  ;  fure  we  do  not  believe  the 
threatnings  of  God  are  tree  !  Did  we  verily  believe 
that  all  the  unregenerare  and  unholy  (hal-l  be  eternally 
tormented,  Oh  !  how  could  we  hold  our  tongues  when 
we  are  among  the  un regenerate  !  How  could  we  chufe 
but  burll  out  in  tears  when  we  look  them  in  the  face, 
as  the  prophet  did  when  he  looked  upon  Hazael  !  efpe- 
cially  when  they  are  our  kindred  or  friends,  that  are- 
near  and  de  :r  t®  us !  Thus  doth  fecret  unbelief  con- 
fume  the  vigour  of  each  grace  and  duty.  O  Chriftians  * 
if  you  did  verily  beiieve  that  your  poor  neighbour,  or 
wife,  or  huflnnd,  or  child,  mould  certainly  lie  for 
ever  in  the  flames  of  hell,  except  they  be  thoroughly 
changed,  before  death  doth  {hatch  them  hence,  would 
not  this  make  you  calf,  off  ai!  difecuragements,  and 
lay  at  them  day  and  night,  till  they  were  peifuaded  ? 
If  you  were  fure  that  any  of  your  dear  friends  who  are 
dead,  were  now  in  hell,  and  per-fuaded  that  repentance 
would  get  them  out  again,  wouid  not  you  perfuade  them 
day  and  night  if  they  were  in  hca.ing  :'  And  why  mould 
yo'inocdo  as  much  then  to  prevent  it,  while  they  are  ia 
your  hearing,  but  that  you  do  not  believe  God's  word 
that  fpeaks  the  danger  r  O  1  were  it  not  For  this  cun'el 
4  *  unbelief* 
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unbelief,  our  own  fouls  and  our  neighbours  would  gain 
more  by  us  than  they  do. 

3.  This  faithful  dealing  with  men  for  their  falvation, 
is  hindered  alfb  by  the  want  of  companion  to  men's 
louls.  We  arc  hard-hearted  and  cruel  toward  the  mife- 
rable:  and  therefore,  (as  the  Prieft  and  the  Levite  did 
by  the  wounded  man)   we  look  on  them,  and  pals  by. 

O  what  tender  hearts  could  endure  to  look  upon  a 
poor,  blind,  forlorn  finner,  wounded  by  fin,  and  cap- 
tivated  by  Satan,  and  never  once  open  their  mouths  for 
his  recovery  !  What  though  he  be  hlent,  and  do  not 
defire  thy  help?  Yet  his  mifery  cries  aloud.  Mifery 
is  the  mod  effectual  fuitor  to  one  that  is  companionate 
If  God  had  not  heard  the  cry  of  our  mifeiies  before  he 
heard  the  cry  of  our  prayers,  and  been  moved  by  his 
own  pity  before  he  was  moved  by  our  importunity, 
we  might  have  long  enough  continued  the  flaves  of 
Satan.  Alas  what  pitiful  lights  do  we  daily  lee!  The 
ignorant,  the  piofane,  the  neglccters  of  Chrid  and 
thc-ir  fouls: — Their  lores  are  open  and  vifible  to  all ;. 
and  yet,  do  We  not  pity  them  ?  You  will  pray  to 
God  for  them,  in  cuflomary  duties,  that  God  would 
open  the  eyes,  and  turn  the  hearts  of  your  friends  and 
neighbours  :  and  why  do  you  not  endeavour  their  con- 
vcifion  if  you  defue  it  P  And  if  you  do  not  defire  it, 
why  do  you  afk  it  ?  Doth  not  your  negligence  con- 
vince you  cf  hypocrify  in  your  prayers,  and  of  abufmg 
the  mod  high  God  with  your  deceitful  words?  Your 
neighbours  are  near  you,  your  friends  are  in  the 
houfe  with  _y  011.4  you  eat,  diink,  work,  walk,  and 
t<dk  with  them,  and  yet  you  fay  little  or  nothing  to 
them.  Why  do  you  not  urge  them  to  coniider  and 
zeturn,  as  well  as  pray  God  to  conveit  and  turn  them? 
Hare  you  as  often  begged  of  them  to  think  on  their  way 
and  to  reform,  as  you  have  taken  on  you  to  beg  of  God 
that  they  may  fo  do  ?  What  if  you  ihould  fee  your 
neighbour  fallen  into  a  pit,  and  vou  fhould  prefently 
fall  down  on  your  knets,  and  pray  God  to  help  him 
out,  but  would  neither  put  forth  your  hand  to  help 
him,  nor  ence  perfuade  or  direc~l  him  to  help  himfelf, 
would  not  any  man  cenfure  you  to  be  cruel  and  hvpo- 
ctitkal?      What  the  Holy  Ghoft  faith  of  men's  bodily- 

mifenes, 


178     The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.    II.    IT. 

miferies,  I  may  (ay  much  more  of  the  raifery  of  their 
fouls:  "If  any  man  fee  his  brother  in  need,  and  fhut 
up  his  bowels  of  companion,  from  him,  how  dwell- 
cth  the  love  of  God  in  him?"  The  charity  of  our 
ignorant  forefathers  may  rife  up  in  judgment  agin  ft  us, 
and  condemn  us:  they  would  give  all  their  eitates  almofl, 
for  fo  many  manes  or  pardons,  to  deliver  the  fouls  oi 
their  friends  from  a  feigned  purgatory  ;  and  we  will 
not  (o  much  as  admonifh  and  intreat  them,  to  lave  them 
fiorn  the  certain  Haines  of  hell. 

4.  Another  hindrance  is,  A  hafe  man-pleaflng  dif- 
pofition  that  is  in  us.  We  are  fo  loth  to  diipleafc  men, 
and  io  defirous  to  keep  in  credit  and  favour  with  them,, 
that  it  makes  us  nepject  our  own  dutv.  A  fooiifh. 
phvfieian  he  is,  and  a  moil  unfaithful  friend,  that  will 
let  a  fick  man  die  for  fear  of  troubling  him.  And, 
cruel  wretches  are  we  to  our  friends,  that  will  rather 
fuller  them  to  go  quietly  to  hell,  than  we  will  anger 
them,  or  hazard  our  reputation  with  them.  If  they  did 
but  fall  into  a  fwoon,  we  would  rub  them  and  pinch 
them,  and  never  flick  at  hurting  them.  If  they  wcie 
did racied,  we  would  bind  them  with  chains,  and  we 
would  pleale  them  in  nothing  that  tended  to  their  hurt. 
And  yet  when  thev  are  belide  thcmfclves  in  point  of 
falvation,  and  in  their  madnefs  polling  on  to  damna- 
tion, we  will  not  (lop  them  for  fe.ir  of  difpleafihg 
them  !  How  can  tbefe  men  be  Chrifiians,  that  '*  love 
the  praife  and  favour  of  men  more  than  the  favour  of 
God  !  "  J«-'hn  xii.  43-.  "  For  if  they  yci  feek  to 
pleafe  men,  they  ate  no  longer  the  lervants  of  Chfift,'? 
Gal.  i.  10.  To  win  them,  iiadeed,  we  mud  become 
all  things  to  all  men  :  but  to  pleafe  them  to  their  de- 
firuclion,  and  let  them  penih,  that  we  may  keep  our 
credit  with  them,  is  a  courle  bafe  and  barbc:roufly 
cruel,  that  he,  who  hath  the  face  of  a  ciinflian,  fhould 
abhor. 

5.  Another  common  hindrance  is,  A  finful  bafh- 
fulnefs.  When  we  fhould  labour  to  make  men  afnamed 
of  their  fins,  we  are  ourfeives  afhamed  of  our  duties. 
May  not  thele  (inners  condemn  us,  when  they  will  not 
biufh  to  fwear  or  be  drunk,  and  we  blufh  to  tell  the*n 
cl  it,    and  dilluade  them  from   it?      ISinoers  will  boa  it 

of 
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.of  their  fins,  and  fhew  them  in  the  open  ftreets  ;  and 
fhall  not  we  be  as  bold  in  drawing  them  from  fin  ? 
Not  that  I  would  have  inferiors  forget  their  diftance 
in  admonifhing  their  fupeiiors  ;  but  do  it  with  all  hu- 
mility, and  fubmiilion,  and  rclpect..  But  yet  I  would 
.much  lefs  have  them  forget  their  duty  to  God  and 
their  friends,  be  they  ever  fo  much  their  fupeiiors. 
It  is  a  thing  that  mud  be  clone.  Bafhfulnefs  is  un- 
jeemly  in  cafes  of  flat  needfny.  And  indeed  it  is  not 
a  work  to  be  afhamed  of;  to  obey  God  in  perfuading 
men  from  their  (ins  to  Chrift.  and  helping  to  lave  their 
fouls,  is  not  a  bufinefs  for  a  man  to  blufh  at.  Yet 
alas,  what  abundance  of  fouls  have  heen  neglected 
through  the  prevailing  of  this  tin  !  Even  the  moft  of 
us  are  heinoufly  guilty  in  this  point.  Reader,  is  not 
this  thy  own  cale  ?  Hath  not  thy  confcience  told  thee 
of  thy  duty,  many  times,  and  put  thee  on  {peaking  to 
poor  Turners,  leh\  they  perilh  ?  and  yet  thou  haft  been 
afhamed  to  open  thy  mouth  to  them,  and  let  them 
alone  to  fink  or  iwim  ;  believe  me,  thou  wilt  before  long 
be  afhamed  of  this  fhamc  :  O  read  thefe  words  of  Chrift, 
and  tremble;  ';  He  that  is  afhamed  of  me  and  of  my 
words,  before  this  adulterous  generation,  of  him  will 
the  Son  of  Man  be  afhamed  before  his  Father  and  the 
holy  angels." 

6.  With  many  alfo  pride  is  a  great  impediment.  If 
it  were  to  fpeak  to  a  great  man,  they  would  do  it,  fo 
it  would  not  difpleafe  him.  But  to  go  among  a  com- 
pany of  ignorant  beggars,  or  mean  perfons.  and  to  fit 
with  them  in  a  fmoky,  nafty  cottage,  and  there  to 
exhort  them  from  day  to  day  ;  where  is  the  perlon 
.that  will  do  it  ? — Many  will  much  rejoice  if  they  have 
been  inftruments  of  converting  a  gentleman,  (and  they 
have  good  caufe)  but  for  the  common  multitude,  they 
look  not  after  them  :  as  if  God  were  a  refpefter  of  the 
perfons  of  the  rich,  or  the  fouls  of  all  were  not  alike 
.to  him.  Alas,  thefemen  little  confider  how  long  Chrift 
did  ftoop  to  us!  When  the  God  of  .  glory  came 
do  in  flefh  to  worms,  and  preached  up  and  down 
a'  hem  from  city  to  city,    not  the  Allied  woman 

t  io  low    to   confer   with  :    few  rich,   and 

noble, 
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noble,  and  wife  arc  called.      Jt  is  the  poor  that  receive 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel. 

Object.  "O  but,"  fays  one,  "I  am  of  fo  weak 
parts,  that  I  am  unable  to  manage  an  exhortation  ;  efpe- 
ciaily  to  men  of  ftrong  parts  and  understandings." 

I  anfwer,  I.  Set  thofe  upon  the  work  who  are  more 
able.  z.  Yet  do  not  think  that  thou  art  fo  excufed 
thyfclf,  but  ufc  faithfully  that  ability  which  thou  haft; 
not  in  teaching  thofe  of  whom  thou  fhouldft  learn, 
but  in  inflrucfing  thofe  that  are  more  ignorant  than 
thyfelf,  and  in  exhorting  thofe  that  are  negligent  in 
the  things  which  they  do  know.  If  you  cannot  fpeak 
well  yourfelf,  yet  you  can  tell  them  what  God  fpeaketh 
in  his  Word.  It  is  not  the  excellency  of  fpeech  that 
winneth  fouls;  but  the  authority  of  God  manifefted 
by  that  fpeech,  and  the  power  of  his  word  in  the 
mouth  of  the  inflruftor.  A  weak  woman  may  tell 
what  God  faith  in  the  plain  paflages  of  the  word,  as 
v«ell  as  a  learned  man.  If  you  cannot  preach  to  them, 
yet  you  can  fay,  Thus  it  is  written.  One  of  mean 
pans  may  remind  the  wifeft  of  his  duty  when  he 
fotgets  it. 

Object.  "  It  is  my  fuperior  :  and  is  it  fit  for  me  to 
teach  or  reprove  my  betters  ?  Muft  the  wife  teach  the 
hufband,  of  whom  the  Scripture  biddeth  them  learn  ? 
Or  muft  the  child  teach  the  parents,  whofe  duty  it  is 
to  teach  them  ?  " 

I  anfwer,  I.  It  is  fit  that  hufbands  {hould  be  able  to 
teach  their  wives,  and  pa-rents  to  teach  their  children  ; 
and  God  expecteth  they  fhould  be  fo,  and  therefore, 
commandeth  the  inferiors  to  learn  of  them.  But  if 
they,  through  their  negligence,  dilable  themfelves,  or 
through  their  wickednefs,  bring  their  fouls  into  fuch 
mifery,  then  it  is  themfelves,  and  not  you,  that  break 
("rod's  order,  by  bringing  themfelves  into  difability 
and  mifery. 

Matters  of    mere   order  and    manners  muft  be  dif- 
penled  with  in  cafes  of  flat  neceility.     Though  it  were    ) 
your   minifter,  you  muft  teach  him  in  fuch  a  cafe.     It 
is  the  part  of  parents  to  provide  for  their  children,  and 
not  children  for  their  parents  :    and  yet  if   the  parents    I 
fall  into  want,    muft  not  the  children  relieve  them  ? 

It 
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It  is  the  part  of  the  hufband  to  difpofe  of  the  affairs 
of  the  family  and  eflate :  and  yet  if  he  be  fick  and 
belides  himfelf,  mutt  not  the  wife  do  it  P  The  rich 
fhould  relieve  the  poor:  but  if  the  rich  fall  into  beg- 
gary, they  mud  be  relieved  thcmielves.  It  is  the 
woik  of  a  phyfician  to  look  to  the  health  of  others; 
and  yet  if  he  fall  fick,  fomebody  mud  help  him.  So 
mull  the  meanefl  fervant  admoniih  his  mailer,  and  the 
child  his  parent,  and  the  wife  her  hulband,  r:r 
people  their  miniftcrs,  in  c^fes  of  ucceffuy.  Yet 
Secondly,   let  me  give   you  ihefe  two  caution-,  heie. 

1.  That  vou  do  not  pretend  neccflity  when  there  i> 
none,  out  of  a  mere  dclirc  of  teaching.  There  is  '■  v.rcc 
a  more  certain  difcovcry  of  a  proud  heart,  than  to  He 
more  defirous  to  teach  than  to  learn  ;  elpecially  tow  n<)? 
thofe  who  are  fitter  to  teach  us. 

2.  And  when  the  ncceffity  of  your  fuperiois  d< ■■■  •>. 
call  for  your  advice,  yet  do  it  with  all  polhble  huu.:- 
lity,  modefty,  and  meeknefs.  Let  them  dilcern  vo;tr 
reverence  and  fubrnifiion  in  the  humble  manner  rif 
your  addrefi'es  to  them.  Let  them  perceive  that  you 
do  it  not  out  of  a  mere  teaching  humour,  or  proud 
fclf-conccitednefs.  If  a  wife  fhould  tell  her  huibuia 
ol  'in  in  a  mafterly  railing  language  :  or  if  a  iervant 
repiove  his  mafier,  or  A  child  his  father  in  a  faucy 
way,  what  good  could  be  ex  peeled  from  fuch  a  re- 
pioof?  But  if  they  fhould  meekly  and  humbly  cAK-rl 
to  him  his  fin  and  danger,  and  entreat  him  to  betH 
with  what  God  commandeth,  and  if  they  could,  :>v 
tears  teifify  their  fenfe  of  his  cafe:  what  father,  or 
mailer,    or  hufband  could  take  this  ill  ? 

Objecf.  But  fome  may  fay,  this  will  make  us  ftll 
preachers,  and  caule  all  to  break  over  the  bounds  of 
ihnr  callings. 

Anfwer,  l.  This  is  not  taking  a  paftoral  charge 
of  fouls,  nor  making  an  ofhee  or  calling  of  it,  as 
preachers  do. 

2.  Arfd  in  the  way  of  our  callings,  every  good 
chnftian  f  a  teacher,  and  hath  a  charge  of  his  neigh- 
bour's foul.  Let  it  be  only  the  voice  of  a  Cam  to  lay, 
M  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?  "  I  would  one  of  thefe 
men,  that  are  fo  loath  that  private  men  fhculd  teach 
Q  them, 


I1*'!     The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.    II.  §11. 

them,  to  tell  me,  "  What  if  a  man  fall  down  in  a  fwoon 
in  the  ilreeis,  tho'  it  be  your  father  or  fuperior,  would 
)cii  not  t.ike  him  up  piclently,  and  ufe  all  means  to 
recover  him  ?  "  Or  would  you  let  him  lie  and  die,  and 
lay  ;iit  is  the  work  of  a  phyfician,  and  not  mine;  I  will 
not  invade  the  phyfician's  calling."  In  two  cafes  every 
man  is  a  phyfician  ;  Fnfl,  In  cafe  of  neccftity,  and 
when  a  phyfician  cannot  be  had  :  and  Secondly,  In  cafe 
the  hurt  fhould  be  fo  fmall,  that  every  man  can  do  as 
well  ns  a  plnlician.  And  in  the  fame  two  cafes,  every 
man  mud  be  a  teacher. 

Object.  "Some  will  farther  object,  to  put  off  this 
duty,  that  the  party  is  fo  ignorant,  or.  (tupid,  or  care- 
lefs,  or  rooted  in  fin,  and  hath  been  fo  often  exhorted 
in  vain,   that  there  is  no  hope. 

I  anfwer,  How  know  you  when  there  is  no  hope  ? 
Cannot  God  yet  cure  him  ?  And  have  not  many  as  far 
gone  been  cured?  Should  not  a  merciful  phyfician  ufe 
means  while  there  is  life  ?  And  is  it  not  inhuman 
cruelty  m  you  to  give  up  your  friend  to  the  devil  as 
bopcicf?,  upon  mere  backuardnefs  to  your  duty,  or 
upon  grounrilefs  ditcouragements  ?  What  if  you  had 
.  been  (a  ^iver.  up  yourfeives  when  you  were  ignorant  ? 

Object.  (;  But  we  muft  not  caft  pearls  before  fwine, 
nor  give  that  which  is  holy  to  dogs." 

I  anfwer,  That  is  but  a  favourable  difpenfation  of 
Cbrift  for  your  own  fafety.  When  you  are  in  danger 
of  being  torn  in  pieces,  Chrifl:  would  have  you  for- 
bear ;.  but  what  is  that  to  you,  that  are  in  no  fuch 
danger  ?  As  long  as  they  will  hear,  you  have  encour- 
agement to  fpeak,  and  may  not  call  them  off  as  con- 
tempt nous  fwine. 

Object.  *'  O  but  it  is  a  friend  that  I  have  all  my 
tlependance  on  :  and  by  telling  him  of  his  fin  and  mi- 
sery, I  may  loic  his  love7  and -fa  be  undone." 

I  anfwer,  Sure  no  roan  that  hath  the  faith  of  a 
chriilian,  will  for  fhame  own  fuch  an  objection  as 
this?  Yet,  I  doubt,  ir  often  prevaileth  in  the  heart. 
Is  his  love  more  to  be  valued  than  his  fafety  ?  Or  thy 
awn  benefit  by  him,  than  the  falvation  of  his  foul  ?  Or 
wilt  thou  connive  at  his  damnation,  becaufe  he  is  thy 
fnend  ?      Is   that    thy  beft   tequital  of  his  friendfhip  ? 

HudO; 
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Hadft  thou  rather  he  fhould  burn  for  ever  in  hell,  than 
thou  fhouldft  lofe  his  favour  or  the  maintenance  thou 
haft  from  him? 

To  conclude  this  ufe,  That  I  may  prevail  with  every 
foul  that  feareth  God,  to  u(e  their  utmoil  diligence  to 
help  all  about  them  to  this  blefled  Reft,  let  me  intreat 
you  to  confider  thefe  following  motives. 

i.  Confider,  Nature  teacheth  the  communicating  of 
good,  and  grace  doth  efpecially  difpole  the  foul  thereto  ; 
the  neglect,  therefore,  of  this  work,  is  a  fin  both  againft 
nature  and  gncc. 

Would  you  not  think  thofe  men  and  women  un- 
natural, that  would  let  their  children  or  neighbours 
famifti  m  the  ftreets,  while  they  have  provit;  >n  m 
hand  P  And  is  not  he  more  unnatural,  that  will  let  his 
children  or  neighbours  perifh  eternally,  and  will  not 
open  his  mouth  to  fave  them  ?  Certainly  this  is  moll 
barbarous  cruelty.  We  account  an  unmerciful,  cruel 
man,  a  very  monfter  to  be  abhorred  of  all.  Many 
vicious  men  are  too  much  loved  in  the  world,  but  a 
cruel  man  is  abhorred  of  all.  Now  that  it  may  appear 
to  you  what  a  cruel  thing  this  neglect  of  fouls  is,  do 
but  confider  thefe  two  things.  Firft  :  How  greit  a 
work  it  is.  Secondly  :  How  fmall  a  matter  it  is  that 
thou  refufeft  to  do  for  the  accomplifhing  fo  great  a 
work.  Firft:  It  is  to  fave  thy  brother  from  eternal 
flames,  that  he  may  not  there  lie  roaring  in  endlefs 
torments.  It  is  to  bring  him  to  the  everlafting  Heft, 
whe.e  he  may  Tive  in  inconceivable  happinels  with 
God.  Secondly:  And  wh3t  is  it  that  you  {hould  do  to 
help  him  herein  ?  Why,  it  is  to  perfuade  him,  and  lay 
open  to  him  his  fin,  and  his  duty,  his  milery,  and  the 
jemedy,  till  you  have  made  him  willing  to  yield  to 
the  offers  and  commands  of  Chrift.  .  And  is  this  fo 
great  a  matter  to  do,  for  the  attaining  luch  a  bleffed 
end  ?  Is  not  the  foul  of  hufband,  or  wife,  or  child,  or 
neighbour  worth  a  few  words  ?  It  is  worth  this,  or  it 
is  worth  nothing.  If  they  lie  dying  in  the  ftreets, 
and  a  few  words  would  fave  their  lives,  would  not 
every  man  fay,  he  was  a  cruel  wretch  that  would  let 
them  perifh,  rather  than  fpeak  to  them  ?  Even  the 
covetous  hypocrite  that  James  reproveth  would  give  a 
Q  2  few 
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few  words  to  the  poor,  and  fay,  "  Go  and  be  warmed, 
and  be  clothed."  What  a  barbarous,  unmerciful  wretch 
then  art  thou,  that  wilt  not  vouchfafe  a  few  words  of 
ferious,  fober  admonition,  to  fave  the  foul  of  thy 
neighbour  or  friend  ?  Cruelty  and  unmercifulnefs  to 
men's  bodies,  is  a  rr.ofl  damnable  fin;  but  to  their 
fouls  much  more,  as  the  foul  is  of  greater  worth  than 
the  body,  and  as  eternity  is  of  greater  moment  than 
this  fhort  time. 

Alas!  do  you  not  fee  or  feci  what  cafe  their  fouls 
are  in,  when  they  are  in  hell,  for  want  of  your  faithful 
admonition  ?  Little  know  you  what  many  a  foul  may 
now  be  feeling,  who  have  been  your  neighbours  and 
acquaintance,  and  died  in  their  fins,  on  whom  you 
never  bellowed  one  hour's  fober  advice  for  preventing 
their  unhappinels.  If  you  knew  their  mifery,  you 
would  now  do  more  to  bring  them  out  of  hell:  but 
alas,  it  is  too  late!  you  fhould  have  done  it  while 
tiey  were  with  you.  As  one  faid  of  phyfician5,  "That 
they  were  the  mofl  happy  rr^Uf  becaufc  all  their  good 
deeds  and  cures  were  feen  above  ground  to  their  praifc, 
but  all  their  ml  flakes  and  negle&s  were  buried  out  of 
fight."  So  I  may  fay  to  you,  many  a  ncglecl  of  youts 
to  the  fouls  about  you,  may  now  be  buried  with  thofe 
fouls  in  hell,  out  of  your  fight,  and  therefore,  now  it 
doth  not  much  trouble  you  ;  but  alas  thev  feel  it,  tho' 
you  feci  it  not.  Jeremiah  cried  out,  "  My  bowels, 
•ov  bowels,  I  cannot  hold  my  peace,"  becaufe  of  the 
lernpoir,!  deflru&ion  of  his  people:  and  do  not  our 
towels  yearn  ?  And  can  we  hold  our  peace  at  men's" 
Sternal   deflruclion  ? 

2.  Confider,  What  a  rate  Chrift  did  value  fouls  at, 
and  what  he  hath  done  towards  the  falvation  of  them  ; 
he  though*  them  worth  his  blood,  and  fhall  not  we 
think  them  worth  the  breath  of  our  mouths  ?  Will 
you  not  do  a  little,   when  he  huh  dor.e  lb  much  ? 

$.  Confider,  Whit  a  deal  of  guilt  this  neglect  doth 
lay  upr.n  thy  foul.  Firfi: :  Thou  art  guilty  of  the  mur- 
der md  damnation  of  all  thole  fouls  whom  thou  dolt 
neglect.  He  tlvn  fUndch  bv,  and  l'eeth  a  man  in  a 
p;r,    and    will  nor  puU  him  out  if  he  can,    doth  drown 

i.       And  he  that  ft.uidcm  by  wliuc  thieve  rob  hirut 

or 
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or  murderers  kill  him,  and  will  not  help  him.  if  he 
can,  is  accefTary  to  the  fact.  And  fo  he  that  will 
filently  fuffer  men  to  damn  their  louls,  or  will  let 
fatan  and  the  world  deceive  them,  and  not  offer  to 
help  them,  will  certainly  be  judged  guilty  of  damning 
them.  And  is  not  this  a  moll  dreadlul  confideration  r 
O  firs,  how  many  fouls  then  have  eveiy  one  of  us 
been  guilty  of  damning !  What  a  number  of  our  neigh- 
bours and  acquaintance  are  dead,  in  whom  we  difcerned 
no  figns  of  fanclification,  and  we  never  once  plainly 
told  them  of  it,  or  how  to  be  recovered  ?  If  you  had 
been  the  caule  of  burning  a  man's  houfc  through  your 
negligence,  or  of  undoing  him,  or  deftroying  his  body, 
how  would  it  trouble  you  as  long  as  you  lived  ?  If 
you  had  but  killed  a  man  unadviledly,  it  would  much 
difquict  you.  We  have  known  thofe  that  have  beeu 
guilty  of  murder,  that  could  never  fleep  quietly  afiet, 
nor  have  one  comfortable  day,  their  own  coniciences; 
did  fo  vex  and  torment  them.  O  what  a  heart  muft 
thou  have,  that  haft  been  guilty  of  murdering  fueh  a 
multitude  of  precious  fouls  ?  Remember  this,  when 
thou  looked  thy  friend  or  carnal  neighbour  in  the  face; 
and  think  within  thyfelf,  can  I  find  in  my  heart,  thro' 
my  filence  and  negligence,  to  be  guilty  of  his  everlaft- 
ing  burning  in  hell  ?  Methinks  luch  a  thought  fhould 
even  untie  the  tongue  of  the  dumb. 

2.  And  as  you  are  guilty  of  their  perifhing,  fo  are 
you  of  every  fin  which,  in  the  mean  time,  they  commit. 
If  they  were  converted,  they  would  break  off  their 
courfe  of  finning  :  and  if  you  did  ycrur  duty,  you  i 
know  not  but  they  might  be  converted.  As  he  that 
is  guilty  of  man's  drunkenneis,  is  guilty  of  all  the  fins 
which  that  drunkenneis  doth  caufe  him  to  commit  ;  fa 
he  that  is  guilty  of  a  man's  continuing  unregenerate, 
is  alfo  guilty  of  the  fins  of  his  unregencracy.  Hmv 
many  curfts  and  oaths,'  and  rther  fins  of  a  moll  heinous 
nature  are  many  of  you  guilty  of,  that  little  think  of 
it?  You  that  take  much  pains  for  vour  own  fouls, 
and  feem  fearful  of  finning,  would  take  it  i!l  of  oca 
that  fhould  tell  you  that  you  are  guilty  of  weekly,  or 
daily  whoredoms,  and  drunkenneis,  and  fwearwg,  and 
lying?     And  yet  it  is  too  true,   evon   beyond  at 

Q  3  ni.l, 
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Mfblj    by  your  neglect  of  helping  thofe  who  do  commit 

tllCHI. 

3.  You  are  guiltv  alfo  of  all  thofe  judgments  wh'.ch 
thrvfc  men's  (ins  bring  upon  rhe  town  or  country  where 
th.-v  live.  I  k?i.«w  vou  a:e  not  fuch  atheifh,  but  you 
believe  it  is  God  that  lendeth  v..  ul  famine, 
and  war:  and  alfo  that  it  is  onlv  I'm  that  moveth  him 
t  •  his  indignation.  What  doubt  thoa  is  theie,  hut 
you  are  the  caule  of  judgments,  who  do  not  drive 
a»ainft  thofe  firs  which  cauie  them  ?  God  bath  Pta-  ed 
long  in  patience,  to  fee  if  any  would  ileal  plainly  with 
the  finners  of  the  times,  and  \o  fiec  their  own  fouls 
fiom  the  guilt  5  but  when  he  fecth  that  there  is  none, 
but  all  become  guilty  ;  bo  wonder  then  if  he  lav  the 
judgment  upon  ail.  We  have  all  den  the  drunkaicls, 
and  heard  the  toVmtea  in  oi:r  flreets,  and  wc  woul  1 
Itat  fpenfc  to  them  :  We  have  all  lived  in  the  midlfe 
cf  an  ignorant,  worldly,  unholy  people  ;  and  we  have 
not  I  poke  to  them  with  eameftnels,  plainnefs,  and 
love  :  no  wonder  then  if  God  fpeak  in  his  wrath  both 
to  them  and  us.  Eli  did  not  commit  the  fm  himielf, 
and  \ct  he  fpeak  eth  io  coldly  againlt  it,  that  he  muft 
bear  the  pnni'r.rnent.  God  ltxkcih  up  t lie  clouds  be- 
caufe we  have  [hat  up  our  mouths.  The  earth  M 
grown  as  hard  as  iron  to  us.  becaufe  we  have  hardened 
t:ur  hearts  a g-; in  ft  <>ur  miierable  neighbours.  The  cries 
of  the  poor  for  bread  are  loud*  becaufe  our  cues  again  (I 
fm  have  been  fin  low.  Sickneifes  run  apace  from  houle 
Qq  houfe,  and  fweep  away  the  poor,  unpicparcd  inha- 
bitants, becaufe  we  Swept  not  out  the  (in  that  biecdeth 
riietti.  As  Chrift  laid  in  another  cafe,  Luke  mx.  40, 
*'  if  thefe  (hould  hold  their  peace,  the  Hones  would 
foeak  :  "  fo  becaufe  we  held  our  peace  at  the  ignorance, 
uiigoclineK  and  wit  kednefs  of  rur  places,   thciefoic  do 

plagues  and  judgments  (peak. 

4.  Confide*,  what  a  tiling  it  will  be.  to  look  upory 
your  poor  fr.ends  in  tho  e  flames,  rod  to  ihn.kthat 
vour  neglect  was  a  gr  at  caule  of  it  r*  and  thai  theie 
*js  1  ti:i.<:  whtn  vou  nnght  have  done  much  id  prevent 
if.  If  you  (hould  theie  penfh  whh  them,  it  would  be 
no  fruit!  aggravation  of  your  torment:  if  vou  be  in 
h*3\eii,  it  would  luxe  be  a  fad  thought,  were  it  poffible 

that 
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that  any  for  row  could  dwell  there,  to  hear  a  multitude 
of  poor  fouls  in  hell  cry  out  foi  ever,  t;  O  if  you 
would  but  Ivive  loM  me  plainly  of  my  fin  and  danger* 
and  dealt  roundly  with  mo,  I  might  have  efcaped  all 
th:s  torment,  and  now  been  in  Red  I  *  O  what  a  fad 
voice  will  this  be  ! 

5.  Confider  Now  diligent  are  the  enemies  of  thefe 
poor  louis  to  draw  them  to  hell  ?  and  if  nobody  bo 
diligent  in  helping  them  to  heaven,  what  is  like  to  be- 
come of  them  ?  The  devil  is  tempting  them  day 
and  night  :  their  inward  lufls  are  ftill  working  and 
withdrawing  them  ;  the  flefh  is  ftill  pleading  for  its 
delights  and  profits;  their  old  companions  are  ready 
to  entice  them  to  fin,  and  to  diigrace  God's  ways  anc! 
people  to  them  ;  and  to  contradict  the  doctrine  of 
Chnfl  that  fhould  lave  them  ;  and  to  increafe  their  dif- 
like  of  holinels.  Seducing  teachers  are  exceeding 
diligent  in  lowing  tares,  and  in  drawing  off  the  un- 
liable from  the  way  to  life  :  and  (hall  a  feduCer  be  lo 
unwearied  in  prolelyting  poor  unguarded  fouls  to  his 
fancies?  And  fhall  not  a  found  chnftian  be  much 
more  unwearied  in  labouring  to  win  men  to  Chnfb 
and  life  ? 

6.  Confider,  the  neglect  of  this  doth  very  deeply 
wound,  when  confeience  is  awakened.  When  a  man 
comes  to  die,  confeience  will  alk  him.  What  good 
haft  thou -dt>nc  in  thy  life-time  ?  The  laving  of  iouls 
is  the  grcatcft  good;  what  haft  thou  done  towards 
this  ?  How  many  haft  thou  der.lt  faithfully  with?  I 
have  of:en  obfetved,  that  the  consciences  of  dying 
men,  very  much  wound  them  for  this  omifTion.  For 
my  own  part  (to  tell  you  my  experience)  whenever  I 
nave  been  ne?r  de3th,  my  confeience  hath  aecufed  me 
more  for  trm  than  for  any  fin;  it  would  bring  every 
ignorant  prophane  neighbour  to  my  remembrance,  to 
whom  I  never  made  known  their  danger:  it  would  teil 
me.  thou  fhouidft  have  gone  to  them  in  private,  and 
told  tht-m  plainly  of  then  defperate  danger,  without 
baO.fulnels  or  daubing,  though  it  hail  been  when  thou 
fliouldft  have  eaten  or  hVpt,  if  thou  hadft  no  other 
time  :  confeience  would  remind  me,  how  at  fuch  a 
time,  er  luch  a  time,  I  was  in  company  with  the  igno- 
rant 
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rant,  or  was  riding  by  the  way  with  a  wilful  finner, 
and  haJ  a  fit  opportunity  to  have  dealt  with  him,  but 
did  not  :  or  at  leaft,  did  it  by  halves,  and  to  little  pur- 
pofe.  The  Lord  grant  I  ii.ay  better  obey  conscience 
hereafter,  while  I  live  and  nave  time,  that  it  may  have 
lefs  to  accufe  me  of  at  death. 

7.  Coniider,  laftly,  the  happy  confequences  of  this 
work,  where  it  is  faithfully  done  ;  to  name  fome  : 

1.  You  may  be  instrumental  in  that  blefled  work  of 
faving  fouls,  a  work  that  Chriit  came  down  and  died 
for,  a  work  that  the  angels  of  God  rejoice  in  ;  for 
faith  the  Holy  Ghoft,  "  If  any  of  you  do  err  from  the 
truth,  and  one  convert  him,  let  him  know,  that  he 
who  converleth  the  finner  from  the  error  of  his  way, 
fhall  fave  a  foul  from  death,  and  (hail  hide  a  multitude 
of  fms,"  James  v.  19,  20.  And  how  can  God  more 
highly  honour  you,  than  to  make  you  inilruments  in 
fo  great  a  work  ? 

2.  Such  fouls  will  blefs  you  here  and  hereafter. 
They  may  be  angry  with  you  at  firft ;  but  if  your 
words  fucceed,  they  will  blefs  the  day  that  ever  they 
knew  you,  ana  biefs  God  that  lent  you  to  fpeak  to 
them. 

3.  It  bringeth  much  advantage  to  yourfelves:  Firft, 
it  will  increalo  your  graces,  both  as  it  is  a  courfe  that 
God  will  blefs,  and  it  is  an  a&ing  of  them  in  thus 
perfuading  others  :  he  that  will  net  let  you  lofe  a  cup 
of  water  which  is  given  for  him,  will  not  let  you  lofe 
thefe  greater  works  of  charity ;  befides,  thofe  that 
have  pracYifed  this  duty:  rnuft  find  by  experience  that 
they  never  go  on  more  profperoufly  towards  heaven, 
than  when  they  do  moft  to  help  others  thither  with 
them.  It  is  not  here  as  with  worldly  treafure,  the 
more  you  give  away,  the  ]efs  you  have  :  but  the  more 
you  give,  the  more  you  have  :  the  fetting  forth  Chrift 
in  his  fulnefs  to  others,  will  warm  your  own  hearts  ; 
the  opening  the  evil  and  the  clanger  of  fin  toothers, 
will  increafe  your  hatred  cf  it.  Secondly,  it  will 
increafe  your  glory  as  well  as  your  grace,  both  as.  a 
duty  which  God  will  reward  :  "  For  thofe  that  con- 
vert many  to  righteoufnefs,  fhall  (hjpe  as  the  fiars  for 
ever  and  ever,"  Dan.  xii.  3  ;  ;  nd  alio  as  we  (hall  there 
behold    them  in    heaven,    and    be   their   affociates  iu 

4.  blefiednefs, 
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bleiTcdnefs,  whom  God  made  us  here  the  inftruments 
to  convert.  Thirdly,  however,  it  will  give  us  much 
peace  of  confcience,  whether  we  iucceed  or  not,  to 
think  that  wc  were  faithful,  and  did  our  beft  to  fave 
them,  and  that  we  are  clear  from  the  blood  of  all 
men.  Fourthly,  Befides  that  is  a  work  which  if  it 
fucceed,  doth  exceedingly  rejoice  an  honeil  heart :  he 
that  has  a  knCe  of  God's  honour,  or  the  leaft  affection 
to  the  foul  of  his  brother,  mult  needs  rejoice  much 
at  his  converfion,  whofoever  be  the  inftrument,  but 
efpecially  when  God  makes  ourfelves  the  means  of  fo 
blefTed  a  work. 

For  my  own  part,  it  is  an  unfpeakable  comfort  to 
me,  that  God  hath  made  me  an  inftrument  for  the 
recovering  of  fo  many  from  bodily  difcafes,  and  faving 
their  natural  lives  :  but  all  this  is  nothing"  to  the  com- 
fort I  have  in  the  fuccefs  of  my  labours,  in  the  con- 
version and  confirmation  of  fouls  ;  it  is  fo  great  a  joy 
to  me,  that  it  drowneth  the  painfulnefs  of  my  daily 
dunes,  and  the  trouble  of  my  daily  languishing  and 
bodily  griefs,  and  maketh  all  thefe,  with  all  oppofitior>s 
and  difficulties  in  my  work  to  be  eafy  :  and  all  the 
pcribnal  mercies  that  ever  I  received,  next  to  his  love 
10  Chrift  to  my  foul,  I  moft  joyfully  blefs  him  for  the 
plenteous  fuccefs  of  my  endeavours  upon  others  :  O 
what  fruits  then  might  1  have  feen,  if  I  had  been  more 
faithful,  and  plied  the  work  in  private  andpubiic  as 
I  ought  !  1  know  we  have  need  to  be  very  jealous  of 
Our  deceitful  hearts  in  this  point,  leit  our  rejoicing 
ftieuld  come  frvm  our  pride.  Naturally  we  would 
haare  every  man  to  be  in  the  place  of  God,  and  have 
the  praiie  of  every  good  work  afcribed  to  ourfelves  : 
but  yet  to  imitate  our  Father  in  Goodnefs,  and  to  re- 
joice in  that  degree  we  attain  to,  is  the  part  of  every 
child  of  God.  I  tell  vou  therefore,  to  perfuade  you 
from  my  own  experience,  that  if  you  did  hut  know 
what  a  joyful  thing  it  is  to  be  an  ^nftrument  for  th<» 
faviny  of  fouls,  you  would  fet  upon  ir  presently,  and 
follow  it  wgrjt  and  day  through  the  greateft  difcour- 
age  meat  and  refinance. 

And  thus  1   have  fnewed  you  what  mould  perfuade 
you  to  Una  duty-     Let  me  now  conclude  with  a  word 

of    • 
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of  intreaty  :   Firft,    To  all  the  godly  in  general:    Se- 
condly,   To  fame  above  others  in  particular. 


CHAP.    XII. 

An    Achvice  to  fome  more  particularly  to  help  ctfcers  tc  this 
Rejl. 

UP  then,  every  man  that  hath  a  tongue,   and   is   a 
fervant  of  Chrift,  and  do  fomething  of  this  your 
Matter's  work  ;    why  hath  he  given  you  a  tongue  but 
to  fpeak   in   his  fervice  ?     And  how  can  you  ferve  him 
more  eminently,  than  in  the  faving  of  fouls?     lie  that 
will  pronounce  you  blefled  a;  the  Jail  day,  and  fentence 
you   to    the  kingdom  prepared  for  you,   becaufe  you 
Fed   him,   and  clothed  him,  and  vifited  him,    in   his 
members,   will  furely  pronounce    you    blefled    for   fo 
great  a  work  as  the  bringing  over  of  fouls  to  his  king- 
dom.     He   that  faith,    '•  The  poor  you  have  always 
with   you,,"    hath  left  the   ungodly  always  with  you, 
that  you  might  ftill  have  matter  to  exercife  you*  charity 
upon.     O  if*  you  have  the  hearts  of  chriftians,   or  of 
men  in  you,  let  them  yearn  towards  your  poor,    igno- 
rant,   ungodly  neighbours  !    Alas,  there  is  but  a  itep 
betwixt   them  and  death,   and   hell  !     Many  hundred 
difeafes  are  waiting  ready  to  feize  them,    and  if  they 
die   unregenerate,    they  are  loft  for  ever.     Have  you 
hearts   of  rock,    that  cannot  pity  men  in  fuch  a  cafe  ? 
If  you  believe  not  the  word   of  God,    how   are  you 
chiitians    yourfelves  ?      If    you   do  believe    it,    why 
do  you  not  beftir  you  to  help  others?     Do  you  not 
care  who   is  damned,    fo  you  be  faved  ?     If  Jo,  you 
have  as  much  caufe  to  pity  your  ownfelves  ;    for  it  is  a 
frame  of  fpirit  inconfittent  with  grace  :   fhould  you  not 
rather  fay,  as  the  lepers  of  Samaria,    "  Js  it  not  a  day 
of  glad  tidings,  and  we  fit  ftill  and  hold  our  peace  ?" 
Hath  God   had  fo  much  mercy  on  you,  and  will  you 
have   no   mercy  on  your  poor  neighbours  ?     You  need 
not  go  far  to  find  objects  for  your  pity  :    look  but  into 
the   ftreets,   or  into   the  next  houfe  to  you,    and  you 
will  probabjy  find  fome.     Have  you  never  a  neighbour 

that 
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that  fets  his  heart  below,  and  neglecteth  eternity? 
What  bleffed  phce  do  you  live  in,  where  there  is  none 
fuch  r  If  there  be  not  Tome  or"  them  in  thy  own  family, 
it  is  well;  and  yet  art  thou  filent?  Doit  thou  live 
clofe  by  them,  or  meet  them  in  the  ltreets,  or  labour 
with  them,  or  travel  with  them,  or  fit  dill  and  talk 
with  them,  and  fay  nothing  to  them  of  their  fouls,  or 
the  life  to  come  r  If  their  houfes  were  on  fire,-  thou 
wouldft  run  and  help  them  ;  and  wilt  thou  not  help 
them  when  their  fouls  are  almofr.  at  the  fire  of  hell  ? 
If  thou  kneweft  but  a  remedy  for  their  difeafes  thou 
wouldlt  tell  it  to  them,  elfe  thou  wouldil  judge  thyfelf 
guilty  of  their  death.  Cardon  fpeaks  of  one  that  had 
a  receipt  that  would  difTolve  the  ilone  in  the  bladder, 
and  he  makes  no  doubt  but  that  man  is  in  hell,  becaufe 
he  never  revealed  it  to  any  before  he  died.  What 
fhall  we  fay  then  of  them  that  know  the  remedy  for 
curing  fouls,  and  do  not  reveal  it  ;  nor  perfuade  men 
to  make  ufe  of  it  ?  Is  it  not  hypocrify  to  pray,  That 
God's  name  mny  hi  hallowed,  and  never  endeavour  to 
bring  men  to  hallow  it  ?  And  can  you  pray,  Let  thy 
kingdom  con.e  ;  and  yet  never  labour  for  the  coming  or 
increafe  of  that  kingdom  ?  Is  it  not  grief  to  your 
hearts  to  fee  the  kingdom  of  fatan  flouriih,  and  to  fee 
him  lead  captive  fuch  a  multitude  of  fouls  ?  You  fay 
you  are  foldiers  of  Cbrift,  and  will  you  do  nothing 
againft  his  prevailing  enemies  ?  You  pray  alfo  daily, 
'I bat  his  will  may  be  done  ;  and  mould  you  not  daily 
then  perfuade  them  to  do  it  ?  You  pray,  That  God 
would  forgive  them  their  fins,  and  that  he  'would  net  lead 
them  into  temptation,  but  deliver  them  from  evil.  A  nd 
yet  will  you  not  help  them  againft  temptations,  nor 
help  to  deliver  them  from  the  greateft  evil  ? — Nor  help 
them  to  repent  and  believe,  that  they  may  be  forgiven  ? 
Alas,  that  your  prayers  and  your  practice  mould  fo 
much  diiagree  !  Look  about  you  therefore,  chriflians, 
with  an  eye  of  compaffion  on  the  finners  about  you  ; 
be  not  like  the  Prielt  or  Levite  that  faw  the  man 
wounded,  and  paffed  by  :  God  did  notfo  pafs  by  you, 
when  it  Was  your  own  cafe.  And  are  not  the  fouls  of 
your  neighbours  fallen  into  the  hands  of  fa  an  ?  Doth 
not  their  mifery  cry  out  to  you,  Help  !  Help  !  As 
you   have  any  companion  towards  men  in  the  greateil 

mifery, 
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mifery,  Help  !  As  you  have  the  hearts  of  men,  and 
not  of  tygers  in  you,  Help  ! 

But  as  thk  duty  lieth  upon  all  in  general,  fo  upon 
fome  more  efpecially,  according  as  God  hath  called 
or  qualified  them  thereto.  To  them,  therefore,  more 
particularly,  I  will  addrefs  my  exhortation  :  whether 
they  be  fuch  as  have  more  opportunity  and  advantages 
for  this  work,  or  fuch  as  have  better  abilities  to  per- 
form it. 

i.  All  you  that  God  hath  given  mere  learning  and 
knowledge  to,  or  endued  with  better  utterance  than 
your  neighbours;  God  expecleth  this  duty  efpecialiy 
at  your  hand.  The  flrong  are  made  to  help  the  weak, 
and  thofe  that  fee  muft  direct  the  blind.  God  looketh 
for  this  faithful  improvement  of  your  parts  and  gifts, 
which  if  you  neglect,  it  were  better  for  you  that  you 
never  had  received  them  ;  for  they  will  but  further 
your  condemnation,  and  be  as  ufelefs  to  your  own  fal- 
vation,  as  they  were  to  others. 

2.  All  thofe  efpecially  that  have  familiarity  with 
fome  ungodly  men,  and  that  have  intereft  in  them. 
God  looks  for  this  duty  at  their  hands.  Chrilt  himfclf 
did  eat  and  drink  with  the  publicans  and  linners,  but 
it  was  only  to  be  their  phyiician,  and  not  their  com- 
panion- God  might  give  you  intereft  in  t^em  to  this 
end,  that  you  might  be  a  means  of  their  recovery. 
They  that  will  not  regard  the  words  of  another,  will 
regard  a  brother,  or  filter,  or  hufband,  or  wife,  or  near 
friend  :  befide  that  the  bond  of  friendfliip  doth  engage 
you  to  more  kindnefs  and  compaflion. 

3.  Phyficians,  that  are  much  about  dying  men  fhould 
in  a  fpecial  manner  make  a.confciencc  of  this  duty; 
they  have  a  treble  advantage.  Firll,  They  are  at 
hand.  Secondly,  They  are  with  men  in  fickneis  and 
dangers,  when  the  ear  is  more  open,  and  the  heart 
lefs  ftubborn  than  in  time  of  health.  He  that  made 
a  fcorn  of  godlinefs  before,  will  hear.  Befides,  they 
look  upon  their  phyfician  as  a  man  in  whofe  hand  is 
their  life  :  or  who  at  leait.  may  do  much  to  fave  them, 
and  therefore  they  will  the  more  regard  his  advice. 
Therefore,  you  that  are  of  this  honourable  profeflion, 
do  not  think  this  a  work  befide  your  calling,  as  if 
it  belonged  to  none  but  minillcrs  :  except  you  think 
it  befide  your  calling  to  be  companionate,   or  to  be 

chriftians. 
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chriftians.  Help  to  fit  your  patients  for  heaven,  and 
whether  you  fee  they  are  for  life  or  death,  teach  them 
both  how  to  live  and  to  die,  and  give  them  fome  phyfic 
for  their  fouls,  as  you  do  for  their  bodies.  BlefTed 
be  God,  that  very  many  of  the  chief  ph)  iicians  of  this 
age  have,  by  their  eminent  piety,  vindicated  their 
profefiion  from  the  common  imputation  of  atheinn  and 
profanenefs. 

4.  Another  fort  that  have  excellent  advantage  for 
this  duty,  are  men  that  have  wealth  and  authority, 
and  are  of  great  place  or  command  in  the  world,  eCpe- 
cially  thofe  that  have  many  who  live  in  dependence  on 
them.  O  what  a  world  of  good  might  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen do,  that  have  a  great  many  tenants,  and  that 
are  the  leaders  of  the  country,  if  they  had  but  hearts 
to  improve  their  intereil  and  advantage  !  Little  do 
you  that  are  fuch,  think  of  the  duty  that  lies  upon  you. 

Have  you  not  all  honour  and  riches  from  God  ? 
Is  it  not  evident  then,  that  you  mud  employ  them  for 
the  advantage  of  his  iervice  ?  Do  you  not  know  who 
hath  faid,  that  "  To  whom  men  commit  much,  from 
them  they  will  expect  the  more?  " 

You  have  the  greatefl  opportunities  to  do  good  of 
moft  men  in  the  world.  Your  tenants  dare  not  con- 
tradict you,  lert  you  dlfpoflefs  them  or  their  children 
of  their  habitations  :  they  fear  you  moie  than  the 
threatnings  of  the  fcripture :  they  vvill  iooner  obey 
you  than  God.  If  you  fpeak  to  them  for  God  and 
their  fouls,  you  may  be  regarded,  when  even  a  miniiler 
fnall  be  defpifed.  O  therefore,  as  you  value  the  honour 
of  God,  your  own  comfort,  and  the  falvation  of  fouls, 
improve  your  interelt  to  the  utmoil  for  God.  Go, 
vifit  your  tenants  and  neighbours'  houfes,  and  fee  whe- 
ther they  worfhip  God  in  their  families,  and  take  all 
opportunities  to  prefs  them  to  their  duties.  Do  not 
defpife  them,  becaufe  they  are  poor  and  iimple.  Re- 
member. God  is  no  refpecter  of  perfons ;  your  item  is 
of  no  better  metal  than  theirs  :  nor  will  the  worms 
fpare  your  faces  or  hearts  any  more  than  theirs :  nor 
will  your  bones  or  dull  bear  the  badge  of  your  gen- 
tility ;  you  muit.  be  all  equals  when  you  Hand  in  judg- 
ment ;  and  therefore  help  the  foul  of  a  poor  man,  as 
well  as  if  he  were  a  gentleman  :  and  let  men  fee  that 
yo\j  excel  others  as  much  in  piety  and  heavenlinefs, 
R  compafSon, 


191     The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.    II.  §  12. 

compuflion  and  diligence  in  God's  work,  as  you  do  in 
riches  and  honour. 

I  confefs  you  are  likely  to  be  lingular,  if  you  take 
this  courfe;  but  then  remember  you  will  be  lingular  in 
glory,  "  few  great,  and  mighty,  and  noble,  are  called." 

.5.  Another  fort  that  have  fpecial  opportunity  to 
help  others  to  heaven,  are  the  minifters  of"  the  gofpel  : 
as  they  have,  or  fhould  have  more  ability  than  others, 
fo  it  is  the  very  work  of  their  calling;  and  every  one 
expecieth  it  at  their  hands,  and  will  better  fubmit  to 
their  teachers,  than  to  others.  I  intend  not  thefe  in- 
ilru&ions  fo  much  to  teachers  as  to  others,  and  there- 
fore I  mall  fay  but  little  to  them  ;  and  if  all  or  moll: 
ministers  among  us  were  as  faithful  and  diligent  as 
fome,  1  would  fay  nothing.  But  becaufe  it  is  other- 
wife,  let  me  give  thefe  two  or  three  words  of  advice 
to  my  brethren  in  this  office. 

1.  Be  fure  that  the  recovering  and  faving  fouls,  be 
the  main  end  of  your  ftudies  and  preaching.  O  do 
not  propound  any  low  and  bale  ends  to  yourfelves. 
This  is  the  end  of  your  calling,  let  it  be  alio  the  end 
of  your  endeavours.  God  forbid  that  you  mould  fpend 
a  week's  ftudy  to  pleafe  the  people,  or  feek  the  ad- 
vancing of  your  own  reputation.  Dare  you  appear  in 
the  pulpit  on  fuch  a  bufinefs,  and  fpeak  for  yourfelves, 
■wJien  you  are  fent  and  pretend  to  fpeak  for  Chrift  ? 
Set  out  the  work  of  God  as  fkilfully  as  you  can  :  but 
flill  let  the  winning  of  fouls  be  your  end,  and  always 
judge  thofeare  the  beft  means,  that  moll  conduce  to  the 
end.  Do  not  think  that  God  is  beft  ferved  by  a  neat, 
llarched  oration  ;  but  that  he  is  the  able  minifter, 
that  is  beft  ikilled  in  the  art  of  inftrucling,  convincing, 
perfuading,  and  that  is  the  beft  fermon  that  is  beft  in 
thefe.  Let  the  vigour  alfo  of  your  perfuafions  fhew, 
that  you  are  fenftble  on  how  weighty  a  bufinefs  you 
are  fent.  Preach  with  that  ferioufnefs  and  fervour  as 
men  that  believe  their  own  doctrine,  and  know  their 
hearts  mull:  either  be  prevailed  with,  or  damned.  What 
you  would  do  to  fave  them  from  everlafting  burning, 
that  do  while  you  have  the  opportunity  and  price  in 
your  hand,  that  the  people  may  difcern  you  mean  as 
you  fpeak  ;  and  that  you  are  not  ftage-players,  but 
preachers  of  the  doctrine  of  falvation.  Remember 
yvhat  Cicero  faith,   "  That  if  the  matter  be  ever  fo 

combultibk, 
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combuftible,  yet  if  you  put  not  fire  to  it,  it  will  not 
burn."  And  what  Erafmus  faith,  that  "  an  hot  iron 
will  pierce,  when  a  cold  one  will  not."  And  if  the 
wife  men  of  the  world  account  ycfu  mad,  fay  as  Paul, 
If  we  are  befide  ourfelues  it  is  to  GcJ  :  and  remember 
that  Chrift  was  fo  bufy  in  doing  good,  that  his  friends 
themfelves  began  to  lay  hands  on  him,  thinking  he  had 
been  belide  himfelf,    Mark  iii. 

2.  The  fecond  and  chief  word  of  advrice  that  I  would 
give  you  is  this  :  Do  not  think  that  all  your  work  is 
in  itudies,  and  in  the  pulpit.  I  confefs  that  is  great  ; 
but  alas,  it  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  your  taik.  You  are 
fhepherds,  and  mull  know  every  fhcep,  and  what  is 
their  difeafe,  and  mark  their  itrayings,  and  help  to 
cure  them,  and  fetch  them  home. 

O  learn  of  Paul,  Ads  xx.  19,  20,  21,  To  preach 
publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe,  night  and  day,  with 
tears.  Let  there  not  be  a  foul  in  your  charge  that  mall 
not  be  particularly  inftructed  and  watched  over.  Go 
from  houfe  to  houfe  daily,  and  enquire  how  they  grow 
in  knowledge  and  holinefs,  and  on  what  grounds  they 
build  their  hopes  of  falvation ;  and  whether  they  walk 
uprightly,  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  feveral  re- 
lations, and  ufe  means  to  incrcafe  their  abilities.  See 
whether  they  daily  worfhip  God  in  their  families,  and 
fet  them  in  the  way,  and  teach  them  how  to  do  it ; 
confer  with  them  about  the  doctrines  and  practice  of 
religion,  and  how  they  receive  and  profit  by  public 
teaching,  and  anfvver  all  their  carnal  objections  ;  keep 
in  familiarity  with  them,  that  you  may  maintain  your 
intereit  in  them,  and  improve  all  your  intereft  for 
God.  See  that  no  feducers  creep  in  amongfl:  them,  or 
if  they  do,  be  diligent  to  countermine  them,  and  pre- 
ferve  your  people  from  the  infections  of  herefies  and 
fchifm  ;  or  if  they  be  infe&ed,  be  diligent  to  procure 
their  recovery  :  not  with  pafTion  and  lordlinefs  :  but 
with  patience  and  condefcenfion  ;  as  Mufculus  did  by 
the  Anabaptifts,  viiiting  them  in  prifon,  where  the 
magiftrate  had  caft  them,  and  there  inilructing  and  re- 
lieving them  ;  and  though  they  reviled  him  when  he 
came,  and  called  him  a  falfe  prophet,  and  an  antichrillian 
feducer  that  thirited  for  their  blood,  yet  he  would  not 
leave  them,  till  at  lad  by  his  meeknefs  and  love  he  had 
R  2  overcome 
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overcome  them,  and  recovered  many  to  the  truth,  and 
to  unity  with  the  church. 

If  any  be  <weak  in  the  faith,  receive  him,  hut  net  to 
dealt ful  difpuiaticns.  If  any  be  too  carelefs  of  their 
duties,  and  too  little  favour  the  things  of  the  fpirit, 
let  them  be  pitied,  and  not  neglected  ;  if  any  walk 
(candaloufly  and  diforderly,  deal  with  them  for  their 
recovery,  with  all  diligence  and  patience,  and  fet 
before  them  the  heinoufnefs  and  danger  of  their  fin  ; 
if  they  prove  obftinate  after  all,  then  avoid  them,  and 
caft  them  off.  If  they  be  ignorant,  it  may  be  your 
fault  as  well  as  theirs  ;  but.  however,  they  are  fitter  to 
be  inftrutfted  than  rejected,  except  they  abfolutely 
refufe  to  be  taught.  Chriil  will  give  you  no  thanks 
for  keeping,  or  putting  out  fuch  from  his  fchool  that 
are  unlearned,  when  their  defire  or  will  is  to  be  taught. 
I  confefs  it  is  eafier  to  (hut  out  the  ignorant,  than  to 
beitow  our  pains  night  and  day  in  teaching  them  ;  but 
voe  to  fuch  flothfui,  unfaithful  fervants !  "  Who  then 
is  a  faithful  and  wife  fervant,  whom  his  Lord  hath 
made  ruler  over  his  houfhold,  to  give  them  their  meat 
in  due  feafon,"  according  to  every  orfE's  age  and 
capacity  ?  *t  BlefTed  is  that  fervant  whom  his  Lord 
when  he  cometh,  mall  find  lb  doing."  O  be  not  afleep 
whi:^  the  wolf  is  waking!  Let  your  eye  be  quick  in 
obferving  the  dangers  and  itraying  of  your  people. 
If  jealouiies,  heart-burnings,  or  contentions,  arife  among 
them,  quench  them  before  they  break  out  into  raging, 
irrefiflible  flames.  As  foon  as  you  difcern  any  to  turn 
worldly,  or  proud,  or  factious,  or  felf-conceited,  or 
difobedient,  or  cold,  and  flothfui  in  this  duty,  delay 
not,  but  prefently  make  out  for  his  recovery  :  remem- 
ber how  many  are  lofers  in  the  lofs  of  a  foul. 

3.  Do  not  daub,  or  deal  (lightly  with  any  ;  fome 
will  not  teil  their  people  ptainly  of  their  fins,  becaufe 
iney  arc  great  men,  as  if  none  but  the  poor  mould  be 
plainly  dealt  with  :  Do  not  you  fo,  but  reprove  them 
fnarply,  (though  differently,  and  with  wifdom)  that 
they  may  be  found  in  the  faith,  God  doth  fufficiently 
engage  us  to  deal  plainly  :  he  hath  bid  us  fpeak  and 
fj.are  not  ;  he  hath  promifed  to  fland  by  us,  and  ha 
will  be  our  fecurity  :  I  had  rather  hear  from  the  month 
©f  Balak,  "  God  hath  kept  thee  from  honour; "  or  from 
Ahab,  "Feed  him  with  the  bread  and  water  of  afflic- 
tions; ** 
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tions ;  "  than  to  hear  confcience  fay,  s*  Thou  haft  be- 
trayed fouls  to  damnation  by  thy  cowardice  and 
filence  ;"  or  to  hear  God  fay,  ';  Their  blood  will  I  re- 
quire at  thy  hands ;  "  or  to  hear  from  Chrift  the 
Judge,  "  Caft  the  unprofitable  fervant  into  outer  dark- 
nefs,  where  mail  be  weeping  and  gnalhing  of  teeth  :  " 
yea,  or  to  hear  thefe  finners  cry  out  againft  me  in  eter- 
nal fire,  and  with  implacable  rage  to  charge  me  with 
their  undoing. 

And  as  you  muft  be  plain  and  ferious,  fo  labour  to 
be  flcilful  and  difcreet,  that  the  manner  may  fomewhat 
Nanf\ver  the  excellency  of  the  matter  :  how  often  have  I 
heard  a  ftammering  tongue,  with  ridiculous  expreflions, 
vain  repetitions,  tedious  circumlocutions,  and  unfeemly 
pronunciations,  fpoil  mod  precious  do&rine,  and  make 
the  hearers  either  lothe  it,  or  laugh  at  it  !  How  com- 
mon are  thefe  extremes  ;  while  one  fpoils  the  food  of 
liie  by  affectation,  and  new  famioned  mincing,  and 
pedantic  toys,  either  fetting  forth  a  little  and  mean 
matter,  with  a  great  deal  of  froth  and  gaudy  drciTmg; 
or  hiding  excellent  truths  in  a  heap  of  vain  rhetoric 
on  the  other  iide.  How  many  by  their  flovenly  dreiT- 
ing, make  men  lothe  the  food  of  life,  and  caft  up 
that  which  fhould  nouriih  them  1  Such  novices  are 
admitted  into  the  facred  function,  to  the  hardening 
of  the  wicked,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  work  of  the 
Lord  ;  any  of  thofe  that  are  notable  to  fpeak  fenfe 
or  reafon,  are  made  the  ambafTadors  of  the  moil  high 
God! 

O  therefore,  let  me  befpeak  you,  my  brethren,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  more  young 
and  weak,  that  you  tremble  at  the  greatnefs  of  this 
holy  employment,  and  run  not  up  into  a  pulpit  as 
boldly  as  into  the  market-place;  ftudy  and  pray,  and 
pray  and  ftudy,  till  you  are  become  workmen  that 
need  not  to  be  amamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth,  that  your  people  may  not  be  alhamed,  or  weary 
to  hear  you  :  but  that  befides  your  clearly  unfolding  the 
doctrine  of  the  gofpel,  you  alfo  may  be  mailers  of 
your  people's  affections.  It  is  a  work  that  requireth 
your  moft  ferious  fearching  thoughts  :  running,  hafty, 
eafy  ftudies,  bring  forth  blind  births.  When  you  are 
the  moft  renowned  doctors  in  the  church  of  God,  alas, 
K  3  how 
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how  little  is  it  that  you  kuow  in  comparifon  of  what 
you  are  ignorant  ! 

4.  Be  fure  that  your  converfation  be  teaching,  as 
well  as  your  dodtrine.  Do  not  confute  your  doctrine 
by  your  practice.  Be  as  forward  in  a  holy  and  hea- 
venly life,  as  you  are  in  prefling  it  on  others.  Let 
your  difcourfe  be  as  edifying  and  fpiritual,  as  you 
teach  them  theirs  rnuft  be:  for  evil  language  give 
good  ;  and  bleffings  for  curfing.  Suffer  any  thing  ; 
raiher  than  the  gofpel  and  men's  fouls  fhould  fufFer  : 
Become  nil  things  (lawful)  to  all  men,  if  by  any  means  you 
may  <win  fome.  Let  men  fee  that  you  ufe  not  the  mi- 
niitry  only  for  a  trade  to  live  by;  but  that  your  hearts 
are  fet  upon  the  welfare  of  their  fouls.  Whatfoever 
meeknefs,  humility,  condefccnfion,  or  felf-denial  you 
teach  them  from  the  gofpel,  O  teach  it  them  alfo  by 
your  undiffembled  example.  This  is  to  be  guides,  and 
pilots,  and  governours  of  the  church  indeed. 

What  an  odious  fight  it  is  to  fee  pride  and  ambition 
preach  humility  !  And  an  earthly-minded  man  preach 
for  a  heavenly  Converfation  ! 

Do  I  need  10  tell  you  that  are  teachers  of  others, 
that  we  have  but  a  little  while  longer  to  preach?  And 
but  a  few  more  breaths  to  breathe  ?  And  then  we  muft 
come  down,  and  be  accountable  for  our  work  ?  Do  I 
need  to  tell  you,  that  we  mult  die,  and  be  judged  as 
Well  as  our  people  ?  Or  that  juftice  is  more  fevere 
nbout  the  fancluary  ?  And  judgment  beginneth  at  the 
bouf*  0/  God? 

5.  The  laft  whom  I  would  perfuade  to  this  great 
work  of  helping  others  to  the  heavenly  Reft,  are 
parents,  and  mailers  of  families :  all  yon  that  God  hath 
emrufred  with  children  or  fervants,  confider  what  duty 
lieth  on  you,  for  furthering  their  falvation.  That  this 
exhortation  may  be  the  more  effectual  with  you,  1  will 
lav  down  feveral  considerations  for  you  ferioufly  to 
think  on. 

1.  What  plain  and  prefling  commands  of  God  are 
there  that  require  this  great  duty  at  your  hand!  Deut. 
vi.  6,  7,  8,  "  And  thefe  words  which  1  command  thee 
this  day,  fhall  be  in  thy  heart,  and  thoj  fhalt  teach 
them  diligently  to  thy  children,  fpeaking  of  them  when 
thou  fitteit  in  thy  horfe,  and  when  thou  walkert  by  the 
way,  and  when  thcu  lieit  down,  and  when  thou  rifeft 

up.' 
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up."  And  how  well  is  God  pleafed  with  this  in 
Abraham  ?  Gen.  xviii.  17,  19,  "  Shall  i  hide  from 
Abraham  that  thing  which  I  do  ?  For  I  know  him, 
that  he  will  command  his  children,  and  his  houfhold 
after  him,  and  that  they  lhall  keep  the  way  of  the 
Lord."  Prov.  xxii.  6,  "  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way 
he  mould  go,  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will  not 'depart 
from  it."  So  that  ycu  fee  it  is  a  work  that  the  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth  has  laid  upon  you,  and  how  then  dare 
you  neglect  it  ? 

2.  You  will  alfo  be  witnefles  againft  your  own  fouls : 
your  great  care,  and  pains,  and  coil  for  their  bodies, 
will  condemn  you  for  your  neglect  of  their  precious 
fouls:  you  can  fpend  yourfelves  in  toiling  and  caring 
for  their  bodies,  and  even  negleA  your  own  fouls, 
venture  them  fometimes  upon  unwarrantable  courfes, 
and  all  to  provide  for  your  pofterity  ;  and  have  you 
not  as  much  reafon  to  provide  for  their  fouls?  Do  you 
not  believe  that  your  children  muit  be  everlastingly 
happy  or  miferable  ?  And  mould  not  that  be  fore- 
thought in  the  firft  place  ? 

3.  Coniider,  God  hath  made  your  children  to  be 
your  charge:  yea,  and  your  fervants  too ;  everyone 
will  confefs  they  aie  the  minifter's  charge,  and  what  a 
dreadful  thing  it  is  for  them  to  neglect  them,  when 
God  hath  told  them,  that  if  they  tell  not  the  wicked 
of  their  fin  and  danger,  their  blood  (hall  be  required 
at  that  miniiler's  hands  !  And  is  not  your  charge  as 
great  and  as  dreadful  as  theirs  ?  Have  not  you  a 
greater  charge  of  your  own  families  than  any  miniiter 
hath  ?     Yea  doubtiefs,  and  your  duty  is  to  teach,    and 

■  admonifti,  and  reprove  them,  and  watch  over  them  ; 
at  your  hands  elfe,  will  God  require  the  blood  of  their 
fouls.  The  grcateft  charge  it  is  that  ever  you  were 
entruiled  with,  and  woe  to  you  if  you  prove  unfaith- 
ful, and  betray  your  trull,  and  fuffer  them  to  be  ignor- 
ant for  want  of  your  teaching,  or  wicked  for  want  of 
your  admonition  or  co;re<5iion. 

4.  Look  into  the  difpohtion  and  lives  of  your  chil- 
dren,  and  fee  what  a  Work  there  is  for  you  to  do. 
Firft:  It  is  not  one  fid  that  you  muit  help  them  again  it, 
but  thoufands ;  their  name  is  Legion,  for  they  are 
many  :  it  is  not  one  weed  that  mutt  be  pulled  up,  but 
the  field  is  overfpread  with  them.     Secondly :    And 

how 
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how  hard  is  it  to  prevail  againft  any  one  of  them  ! 
They  are  hereditary  difeafes,  bred  in  their  nature  : 
they  are  as  near  them  as  the  very  heart,  and  how  tena- 
cious are  all  things  of  that  fort  which  is  natural  ?  How 
hard  to  teach  a  hare  not  to  be  afraid,  or  a  lion  or 
tyger  not  to  be  fierce  !  Betides,  the  things  you  mull 
teach  them,  are  quite  above  them  :  yea,  and  clean 
contrary  to  the  intereft  and  defires  of  the  fiem  :  how 
hard  is  it  to  teach  men  to  be  willing  to  be  poor  and 
defpifed  for  Chrift  ;  to  deny  themfelves,  and  difpleafe 
the  rlefh ;  to  forgive  an  enemy  ;  to  love  thofe  that  hate 
them  ;  to  watch  againft  temptations  ;  to  avoid  occafions 
and  appearances  of  evil  ;  to  believe  in  a  crucified  Sa- 
viour ;  to  rejoice  in  tribulation  ;  to  make  God  their 
delight  arid  love  ;  and  to  have  their  hearts  in  heaven, 
while  they  live  on  earth?  I  think  none  of  this  eafy  ; 
they  that  think  other  wife,  let  them  try  and  judge  ; 
yet  all  this  muft  be  learned,  or  they  are  undone  for 
ver.  If  you  help  them  not  to  fome  trade,  they  cannot 
live  in  the  world  ;  but  if  they  be  deftitute  of  thefe 
things,  they  fliall  not  live  in  heaven.  If  the  mariner 
be  not  fkilful,  he  muft  be  drowned  ;  and  if  the  foldicr 
be  not  fkilful,  he  may  be  flain  :  but  they  that  cannot 
do  the  things  above-mentioned,  will  perifh  for  ever: 
for  withe  tt  bolinefs  no  man  Jhall  fee  God.  O  that  the 
Lord  would  make  all  you  who  are  parents,  fenfible 
what  a  work  and  charge  doth  lie  upon  you  !  You  that 
neglect  this  important  work,  and  talk  to  your  families 
of  nothing  but  |he  world,  I  tell  you,  the  blood  of  fouls 
lies  on  you  :  make  as  light  of  it  as  you  will,  if  you 
repent  not  and  amend,  the  Lord  wilt  ihortly  call  you 
to  an  account  for  the  guilt  of  your  children's  everlaft- 
ing  undoing. 

5.  Think  with  yourfelves,  what  a  world  of  comfort 
you  may  have,  if  you  be  faithful  in  this  duty  :  if  you 
mould  not  fucceed,  yet  you  have  freed  your  own  fouls : 
and  thougn  it  be  fad,  yet  you  may  have  peace  in  your 
own  confciences  :  but  if  you  do  fucceed,  the  comfort 
is  inexpreftible.  For,  1.  Good  children  will  be  truly 
loving  to  their  parents,  when  a  little  matter  will  make 
ungodly  children  caft  off  their  very  natural  affection. 
2.  Good  childien  will  be  moft  obedient  to  you  ;  they 
dare  not  difobey  you,  becaufe  of  the  command  of  God, 
except  you  ihould  command  them  that  which  is  un- 
lawful, 
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lawful,  then  they  mufr,  obey  God  rather  than  men. 
3.  And  if  you  fhould  fall  into  want,  they  would  be 
moil  faithful  in  relieving  you,  as  knowing  they  are 
tied  by  a  double  bond  of  nature  and  of  grace.  4.  And 
they  will  alio  be  helpers  to  your  fouis,  they  will  be 
delighting  you  with  holy  conference  and  actions;  when 
wicked  children  will  be  grieving  you  with  curling  and 
fwearing,  or  drunkennefs,  or  difobedience.  5.  But 
the  greateft  joy  will  be  when  you  will  fay,  Mepgam  I, 
and  the  children  thou  haft  given  me.  And  are  not  ail  thele 
comforts  enough  to  perfuade  you  to  this  duty  ? 

6.  Confider  further,  That  the  very  welfare  of  church 
and  Hate  lieth  mainly  on  this  duty  of  well  educating 
children  j  and  without  this,  all  other  means  are  like 
to  be  far  lefs  fuccefsful.  I  ferioufly  profefs  to  you, 
that  I  verily  think  all  the  fins  and  miferies  of  the  land 
may  acknowledge  this  fin  for  their  nurfe.  It  is  not 
good  laws  and  orders  that  will  reform  us,  if  the  men 
be  not  good,  and  reformation  begin  not  at  home:  when 
children  go  wicked  from  the  hands  of  their  parents,  in 
every  profeflion  they  bring  this  fruit  of  their  education 
with  them.  I  tell  you  ferioufly,  this  is  the  caufe  of  all 
our  miferies  in  church  and  Hate,  even  the  want  of  a 
holy  education  in  children  !  Many  lay  the  blame  00 
this  neglect,  and  that ;  but  there  is  none  that  hath  fo 
great  a  hand  in  it  as  defects  in  Education. 

7.  I  intreat  you  that  are  parents,  to  confider,  whafe 
excellent  advantages  you  have  above  all  others  for  the 
faving  of  your  children. 

1.  They  are  under  your  hands  while  they  are  young, 
and  tender,  and  flexible  ;  but  thev  come  to  miniiters 
when  they  are  grown  older,  and  fliffer,  and  fettled  in 
their  ways,  and  think  themfelves  too  good  to  be  cate- 
chifed.  You  have  a  twig  to  bend,  and  we  an  oak  : 
you  have  the  young  plants  of  fin  to  pluck  up,  and  we 
the  deep-rooted  vices.  The  confeiences  of  children 
are  not  fo  feared  with  a  cuftom  of  finning,  and  long 
refilling  grace,  as  others.  You  have  the  fofc  and 
tender  earth  to  plough  in,  and  we  have  the  hard  and 
flony  ways  that  have  been  trodden  on  by  many  years 
practice  of  evil.  We  have  a  double  tafk,  firft  to  unteach 
thcra,  and  then  to  teach  thein  better,  but  you  have 
but  one.     We  muft  unteach  them  all  that  the  world, 

and 
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and  the  fieih,  and  wicked  company,  and  the  devil  have 
been  diligently  teaching  them  in  many  years.  You 
have  them  before  they  are  polTelTed  with  prejudice 
againft  the  truth  ;  but  we  hare  them  to  teach,  when 
they  have  many  years  lived  among  thofe  that  have 
taught  them  to  think  God's  ways  to  be  foolifh.  Do.h 
not  the  experience  of*  all  the  world  (hew  you  the  power 
of  education  ?  What  elfe  makes  all  the  children  of  the 
Jews  to  be  Jews  ?  •  and  all  the  children  of  the  Turks 
to  be  Mahometans  r  And  of  each  feci  or  party  in 
religion  to  follow  its  parents  ?  Now  what  an  ad- 
vantage have  you  to  ufe  all  this  for  the  furtherance  of 
their  happinefs  1 

2.  Coniider  alfo,  that  you  have  the  affeclions  of 
your  children  more  than  any  others  :  none  in  the  world 
have  that  interell  in  their  hearts  as  you.  You  will 
receive  that  counfel  from  an  undoubted  friend,  that 
you  would  not  do  from  an  enemy,  or  a  itranger.  Now 
your  children  know  you  are  their  friends,  and  advife 
them  in  love  ;  and  they  cannot  but  love  you  again. 
Nature  hath  almoft  ncceffitated  them  to  love  you.  O 
therefore  improve  this  your  intereft  in  them  for  their 
good  ! 

3.  You  have  alfo  the  greateft  authority  over  them. 
You  may  command  them,  and  they  dare  not  difobey 
you,  or  elfe  it  is  your  own  fault,  for  the  moll:  part;  for 
you  can  make  them  obey  you  in  your  bulinefs  ;  yea, 
you  may  correct  them  to  enforce  obedience.  Your 
authority  is  alfo  the  moil  unqueilioned  authority  in  the 
world.  The  authority  of  kings  aud  parliaments  have 
been  difputed,  but  yours  is  pail  difpute.  And  there- 
fore if  you  ufe  it  not  to  bring  them  to  God,  you  are 
without  excufe. 

4.  Befides,  their  dependance  is  on  you  for  their 
maintenance.  They  know  you  can  either  give  them, 
or  deny  them  what  you  have,  and  fo  puniili  and  reward 
them  at  your  pleaiure.  But  on  miniiters  or  neighbours 
they  have  no  dependance, 

5.  Moreover,  you  who  are  parents  know  the  temper 
and  inclination  of  your  children,  what  vices  they  are 
moll  inclined  to,  and  what  inftru&ions  and  reproof 
they  moll  need:   but  miniiters  cannot  fo  well  tell  this. 

6.  Above  all,  you  are  ever  with  them,  and  fo  have 
opportunity,  as  you  know  their  faults,  fo  to  apply  the 

remedy. 
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remedy.  You  may  itill  be  talking  to  them  of  the  Word 
of  God,  and  minding  them  of  their  ftate  and  duty,  and 
may   follow   and   fet  home   every   word  of  advice,  as 
they  are  in  the  houfe  with  you,    or  in  the  mop,  or  in 
the  field  :    O  what  an  excellent  advantage  is  this,    if 
you  have  hearts  to  ufe   it.       Efpecially  you  mothers, 
remember  this;  you  are  more  with  your  children/ while 
they  are  little  ones,  than  their  father,  be  you  therefore 
itill   teaching  them  as  loon  as  ever  they  are  capable  of 
learning.     You  cannot  do  God  fucb.  eminent  fervices 
yourfelves  as  men  ;  but  you  may  train  up  children  that 
may  do  it,   and  then  you  will  have  part  of  the  comfort 
and  honour.     What  a  deal  of  pains  are  you  at  with 
the  bodies   of  your  children  more  than  the   fathers  ! 
And  what  do  you  fuffer  to  bring  them  into  the  world  ; 
and   will  not  you  be  at  as  much  pains  for  the  faving 
their   fouls  ?     You  are  naturally  of  more  tender  affec- 
tions  than   men  ;    and  will  it  not  move  you  to  think 
that  your  children  mould  perim  for  ever  ?     Therefore  t 
befecch  you,  for  the  fake  of  the  children  of  your  bowels, 
teach  them,   admonifh  them,    watch  over   them,   and 
give  them  no  reft  till  you  have  brought  them  to  Chrilt. 
And  thus   I  have  fnewn  you  reafon  enough  to  make 
-  you  diligent  in  teaching  your  children. 

Let  us  next  hear  what  is  ufually  objected  again!!  this 
by  negligent  men. 

Objection  i ,  We  do  not  fee  but  thofe  children  prove 
as  bad  as  others,  that  are  taught  the  fcriptures,  and 
brought  up  fo  holily  ;  and  thefe  prove  as  honeft  men 
that  have  none  of  this  ado  with  them. 

Anfwer.  Who  art  thou,  O  man,  that  difputeft  againft 
God  ?  Hath  God  charged  you  "to  teach  your  chil- 
dren diligently  his  word,  fpeaking  of  it  as  you  fit  at 
home,  and  walk  abroad,  as  you  lie  down  and  as  you 
rife  up  ;  "  and  dare  you  reply,  That  it  is  as  good  let 
alone  ?  Why,  this  is  to  fet  God  at  defiance ;  and  as  it 
were  to  fpit  in  his  face,  and  give  him  the  lie.  Will 
you  take  it  well  at  your  fervants,  if  when  you  com- 
mand them  to  do  a  thing,  they  fnould  return  you  an 
anfwer,  that  they  do  not  fee  but  it  were  as  good  to  let  it 
alone  ?  Wretched  worm,  dareft  thou  thus  lift  up  thy 
head  againft  the  Lord  that  made  thee,  and  mult  judge 
thee  ?    Is  it  not  he  that  commandeth  thee  ?     If  thou 

believe 
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believe  that  this  is  the  Word  of  God,  how  dareft  thou 
fay,  Jt  is  good  to  d  it  obey  it?  This  is  dcvilifh  pride 
indeed,  when  fuch  fottifh,  finful  dult  (hall  think  them- 
felves  vvifer  than  the  living  God! 

2.  But  what  if  fome  prove  bad  that  are  well  brought 
up?  It  is  not  the  generality  of  them.  Will' you  fay 
that  Noah's  family  was  no  better  than  the  drowned 
world,  becaufe  there  was  one  Ham  in  it  ?  Nor  David's, 
becaufe  there  was  one  Abfalom  ?  Nor  Chriit's,  becaufe 
there  was  one  Judas  ? 

3.  But  what  if  it  were  fo  ?  Have  men  need  of  the 
lefs  teaching,  or  the  more  ?  You  have  more  wit  in  the 
matters  of  this  world.  »You  will  not  fay,  1  fee  many 
labour  hard,  and  yet  are  poor,  and  therefore,  it  is  as 
good  never  to  labour  at  all  :  you  will  not  fay,  that 
many  that  go  to  fchool  learn  nothing,  and  therefore 
they  may  learn  as  much  though  they  never  go;  or 
many  that  are  great  tradefmen  break,  and  therefore  it 
is  good  never  to  trade  at  all ;  or  many  plough  and  fow, 
and  have  nothing  come  up,  and  therefore  it  is  as  good 
never  to  plough  more  ?  What  a  fool  were  he  that  mould 
reafon  thus  ?  And  is  not  he  a  thoufand  times  worfe, 
that  fhould  reafon  thus  for  men's  fouls?  Peter  reafons 
the  clear  contrary7  way.  «'  If  the  righteous  be  fcarcely 
faved,  where  mall  the  ungodly  and  fmner  appear?  " 
1  Pet.  iv.  18.  And  fo  doth  Chrift,  Luke  xiii.  24, 
**  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate;  for  many  fhall 
feek  to  enter,  and  not  be  able."  Other  men's  mis- 
carriages mould  quicken  our  diligence,  and  not  make 
us  cart  all  away.  What  would  you  think  of  that  man 
that  would  look  over  into  his  neighbour's  garden,  and 
becaufe  he  fees  here  and  there  a  nettle  or  weed  among 
much  better  fluff,  mould  fay,  "  Why  you  may  fee 
thefe  men  that  bellow  fo  much  pains  in  digging  and 
weeding,  have  weeds  in  their  garden  as  well  as  1  that 
do  nothing,  and  therefore  who  would  be  at  fo  much 
pains  ?  Juft  thus  doth  the  mad  world  talk.  You  may 
now  fee  that  thole  who  pray,  and  read,  and  follow  fer- 
mons,  have  their  faults  as  well  as  we,  and  have  wicked 
perfons  among  them,  as  well  as  we :  yea,  but  that  is 
not  the  whole  garden  as  yours  is ;  it  is  but  here  and 
there  a  weed,  and  as  foon  as  they  fpy  it,  they  pluck  it 
up,  and  call  it  away. 

z  Objefl. 
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Objeft.  2.  Some  further  object  :  It  is  the  work  of 
ministers  to  teach  both  us  and  our  children,  and  there- 
fore we  may  be  excufed . 

Anfwer  I.  It  is  firft  your  duty,  and  then  the  mi. 
nifter's.  It  will  be  no  excufe  for  you,  becaufe  it  is 
their  work,  except  you  could  prove  it  were  only  their's. 
Magistrates  mult  govern  both  you  and  your  children  : 
doth  it  therefore  follow  that  you  muft  not  govern 
them?  It  belongs  to  the  fchoolmalter  to  correcl  them, 
and  doth  it  not  belong  alfo  to  you  ?  There  muft  go 
many  hands  to  this  great  work  ;  as  in  the  building  of 
ahoufe  there  mult  be  many  workmen,  one  to  one  part, 
and  another  to  another,  and  one  mull  not  leave  his 
part,  and  fay  it  belongs  to  the  other  :  fo  it  is  here  in 
the  inftrudion  of  your  children  ;  firft,  ycu  mult  do 
your  work,  and  then  the  minister  muft  do  his  i  you 
mult  be  doing  it  privately  night  and  day ;  the  miniiter 
muft  do  it  publicly  and  privately,  as  oft  as  he  can. 

2.  But  as  the  cafe  now  Hands  with  mimfters,  they 
are  difabled  from  doing  that  which  belongs  to  their 
otfice,  and  therefore  )ou  cannot  now  caft  your  work 
on  them.     I  will  inttance  but  in  two  things  : 

Firit.  It  belongs  to  their  oflice  to  govern  the  church, 
and  to  teach  with  authority  ;  and  great  and  fffiail  are 
commanded  to  obey  them,  Heb.  xiii.  7,  1  7.  But  this 
is  unknown,  and  hearers  look  on  themfelves  as  free- 
men, that  may  obey  or  nor,  at  their  own  pleafure. 
People  think  we  have  authority  to  fpeak  to  them  when 
they  pleafe  to  hear,  and  no  more.  Nay,  few  of  the 
godly  themfelves  understand  the  authority  that  their 
teachers  have  over  them  from  Chriit  :  they  know  how 
to  value  a  minister's  gifts,  but  not  how  they  are  bound 
to  obey  him  becaufe  of  his  office  ;  not  that  they  fhouid 
obey  him  in  evil,  nor  that  he  fhouid  be  a  final  decider 
of  all  controverfies,  nor  fhouid  exercife  his  authority 
in  things  of  no  moment ;  but  as  a  ichool-malter  may 
command  his  fcholars  when  to  come  to  fchool,  and 
what  book  to  read,  and  what  form  to  be  of;  and  as 
they  ought  to  obey  him,  c  \A  learn  of  him,  and  not  to 
fet  their  wits  againft  his,  but  to  take  his  word,  and 
believe  him  as  their  teacher,  till  they  underitand,  as 
well  as  he,  and  are  ready  to  leave  his  fchool  :  juit  fo 
aie  people  bound  to  obev  and  learn  of  their  teachers. 
'  S  Now 
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Now  this  minifterial  authority  is  unknown,  and  fo 
minifters  are  the  lefs  capable  of  doing  their  work; 
which  comes  to  pafs,  j.  From  the  pride  of  man's  na- 
ture, efpecially  novices,  which  makes  men  impatient 
of  the  reins  of  guidance  and  command  :  z.  From  the 
Popifli  error  of  implicit  faith  ;  to  avoid  which  we  are 
driven  as  far  into  the  contrary  extreme  :  and  3.  From 
the  modefty  of  minifters,  that  are  loath  to  (hew  their 
commiftion,  and  make  known  their  authoiity,  left  they 
mould  be  thought  proud  :  as  if  a  pilot  fliould  let  the 
feamen  run  the  fhip  whither  they  will,  for  fear  of  being 
thought  proud  in  exerciling  his  authority! 

Secondly :  A  far  greater  clog  than  this  doth  lie 
upon  minifters,  winch  few  take  notice  of;  and  that  is, 
the  fewnefs  of  minifters,  and  the  greatnefs  of  congre- 
gations. In  the  apoftles  time  every  church  had  a 
multitude  of  minifters,  and  fo  it  muft  be  again,  or  we 
fhall  never  come  near  that  primitive  pattern  ;  and  they 
could  preach  publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe  :  but 
now,  when  there  are  but  one  or  two  minifters  to  many 
thoufand  fouls,  we  cannot  teach  them  one  by  one  :  fo 
that  you  fee  you  have  little  reafon  to  call:  your  work  on 
the  minifters,  but  ihould  the  more  help  them  by  your 
diligence  in  your  feveral  families,  becaule  they  are 
already  fo  over-burthened. 

Object.  3.  But  fome  will  fay,  we  are  poor  men,  and 
muft  labour  for  our  living,  and  fo  muft  our  children  ; 
we  cannot  have  time  to  teach  them  the  fcriptures,  we 
have  fomething  elfe  for  them  to  do. 

Anfwer.  And  are  not  poor  men  fubjecl  to  God  as 
well  as  rich  ?  And  are  they  not  chriftians  ?  And  muft 
they  not  give  an  account  of  their  ways  ?  And  have 
not  your  children  fouls  to  fave  or  lofe,  as  well  as  the 
rich  ?  Cannot  you  find  time  to  fpeak  to  them  as  they 
are  at  their  work  ?  Have  you  not  time  to  inftrucl  them 
on  the  Lord's-day  ?  You  can  find  time  to  talk  idly, 
as  poor  as  you  are  ;  and  can  you  find  no  time  to  talk 
of  the  way  to  life  ?  You  can  find  time  on  the  Lord's 
day  for  poor  children  to  play,  or  walk,  or  talk  in  the 
ftreets,  but  no  time  to  mind  the  life  to  come.  Me- 
thinks  you  (hould  rather  fay  to  your  children,  "  I  have 
no  lands  to  leave  you  ;  you  have  no  hope  of  great 
matters  here  :  be  fure  therefore  to  make  the  Lord  your 
portion,    that    you    may  be  happy   hereafter;    if  you 

could 
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eould  get  riches,  they  would  fhortly  leave  you,  but  the 
riches  cf  grace  and  glory  will  be  cverlaiting.  Me- 
thinks  you  Ihould  fay,  as  Peter,  '  Silver  and  gold  I 
•have  none  ;  but  fuch  as  t  have  I  give  you.'  The 
kingdoms  of  the  world  cannot  be  had  by  beggars,  but 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  may." 

O  what  a  terrible  reckoning  will  many  poor  men 
have,  when  Chrift  (hall  plead  his  caufe,  and 'judge 
them  !  May  not  he  fay,  1  made  the  way  to  worldiy 
honouis  inaccciliMe  to  you,  that  you  might  not  look 
after  it  for  yourfelves,  or  your  children  ;  but  heaven 
I  let  open  that  you  might  have  nothing  to  difcouraee 
yea  :  i  confined  riches  and  honours  to  a  few  :  but  my 
biood  and  falvation  I  offered  to  ail.  that  none  might 
fay,  '  [  was  not  invited  :'  I  tendered  heaven  to  the  poor 
as  well  as  to  the  rich  :  I  made  no  exception  againlt  the 
meaneit  beggar  ;  why  then  did  you  not  come  your- 
felves, and  bring  your  children,  and  teach  them  the 
way  to  the  eternal  inheritance  ?  Do  you  fay  you  were 
poor?  Why  I  did  not  let  heaven  to  fate  for  money  ; 
I  called  thofe  that  had  nothing,  to  take  it  freely  ;  only 
on  condition  they  would  take  me  for  their  Saviour 
and  Lord,  and  give  up  themfelves  to  me  in  obedience 
and  love." 

What  can  you  anfwer  Chri£,  when  he  (hall  thus 
convince  you  ?  is  it  not  enough  that  your  children 
are  poor  and  mifcrable  here,  but  you  would  have  them 
be  worfe  for  ever?  If  your  children  were  beggars, 
yet  if  they  were  fuch  beggars  as  Lazarus,  they  uiay  be 
conveyed  by  angels  into  the  prefence  of  God.  But 
believe  it,  as  God  will  fave  no  man  becaufe  he  is  a 
gentleman,  fo  wili  he  fave  no  man  becaufe  he  is  a  beg- 
gar. God  hath  fo  ordered  it  in  his  providence,  that 
riches  are  common  c.ccafions  of  men's  damnation,  and 
will  you  think  poverty  a  fufrkient  excufe  ?  The 
hard  eft  point  in  all  our  work  is  to  be  weaned  from  the 
world,  and  to  be  in  love  with  heaven  ;  and  if  you  will 
not  he  weaned  from  it  that  have  nothing  in  it  but  labour 
and  forrow,  you  have  no  excufe.  The  poor  pretend 
they  cannot  have  time,  and  the  rich  wiii  not  have 
time,  or  they  are  aihamed  to  be  fo  forward  :  the  young 
tiunk  u  too  loon,  and  the  old  too  late;  and  thus  molt 
uvea  in'dead  of  being  faveJ,  have  fomewh&t  to  fay 
againlt  their  falvation  ;  and  when  Chrift  fendeth  to 
S  2  invite 


208    The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.    II.  §12. 

invite  them,  they  fay,  /  pray  thee  have  me  excufed.  O 
unworthy  gueft  of  fuch  a  blefTed  feait,  and  worthy  to  be 
turned  into  everlafting  burnings  ! 

Object.  4.  But  iome  will  object,  We  have  been 
brought  up  in  ignorance  ourfelves,  and  therefore,  we 
are  unable  to  teach  our  children. 

Anfwer.  Indeed  this  is  the  very  fore  of  the  land  ; 
but  is  it  not  a  pity  that  men  ihould  fo  receive  their 
destruction  by  tradition  ?  Would  you  have  this  courie 
to  go  on  thus  ilill  ?  Your  parents  did  not  teach  you, 
and  therefore  you  cannot  teach  your  children,  and 
confequently  they  cannot  teach  theirs:  by  this  courfe  the 
knowledge  of  God  would  be  bamfhed  out  of  the  world, 
and  never  be  recovered.  But  if  your  parents  did  not 
teach  you,  why  did  you  not  learn  when  yon  came  to 
age  ?  The  truth  is,  you  had  no  hearts  for  it ;  for  he 
that  hath  not  knowledge,  cannot  value  it  or  love  it. 
But  yet,  though  you  have  greatly  finned,  it  is  not  too 
late;  if  you  will  follow  my  faithful  advice  in  thefe 
four  points. 

1.  Get  your  hearts  deeply  fenfible  of  your  own  fin 
and  mifery,  becaufe  of  the  long  time  which  you  have 
fpent  in  ignorance  and  neglect.  Bethink  yourfelves 
when  you  are  alone  :  Did  not  God  make  you,  and 
fuftain  you  for  his  fervice  ?  Should  not  he  have  had 
the  youth  and  ftrength  of  your  fpirits  ?  Did  you  not  live 
ali  this  time  at  the  door  of  eternity  ?  What  if  you  had 
died  in  ignorance,  where  had  you  been  ?  What  a  deal 
of  time  have  you  fpent' to  little  purpofe?  Your  life  is 
near  done,  and  your  work  all  undone.  You  are  ready 
to  die  before  you  have  learned  to  live.  Should  not 
God  have  had  a  better  fhare  of  your  lives,  and  your 
fouls  been  more  regarded  and  provided  for  ?  In  the 
midft  of  thefe  thoughts,  caft  down  yourfelves  in  for  row, 
as  at  the  feet  of  Chrift ;  bewail  your  folly,  and  beg 
pardon  and  recovering  grace. 

2.  Then  think  as  fadly  how  you  have  wronged  your 
children,  if  a  fpendthrift  that  hath  fold  all  his  lands, 
will  lament  it  for  his  children's  fake,  as  well  as  his 
own,  much  more  (hould  you. 

3.  Next,  fet  prefently  to  work,  and  learn  yourfelves, 
If  you  can  read,  do;  but,  if  ficknefs  prevent,  getfome  that 
can,  and  be  much  among  thofe  that  will  inftruct  you  :  be 

not 
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not  afhamed  to  be  feea  among  learners,  but  he  afnamed 
that  you  had  not  learned  sooner.  God  forbid  you 
fhould  be  fo  mad  as  to  fay,  "  I  am  now  too  old  to  learn;3' 
except  you  be  too  old  to  ferve  God,  and  be  faved. 
How  can  you  be  too  old  to  learn  to  be  faved  ?  Why 
not  rather,  "  i  am  too  old  to  ferve  the  devil,  and  the 
world.  I  have  tried  them  too  long  to  truit  them  any 
KOrr."  What  if  your  parents  had  not  taught  you  any 
trade  to  live  by  ?  Would  you  not  have  let  yourfelves 
to  learn,  when  you  came  of  age  ?  Remember  that  you 
have  your  own  fouls  to  care  for,  as  well  as  your  child- 
ren's, and  therefore,  nrit  begin  with  yourfelves.. 

4.  While  you    are  learning   yourfelves,    teach  your 
children  what  you  do   know  ;    and  what  you  cannot 
teach  them  yourfelves,   put  them  to  learn  of  others  that 
can  :    perfuade  them  into  the  company  of  th'ofe  who 
will  be  giad  to  inllrud  them.     Have  you  no  neigh- 
bours that  will  be  helpful  to  you  herein  ?     O  do  not 
keep  yourfelves  ftrange  to  them,  but  go  among  them, 
and  deure  their  help,  and   be   thankful  to  them,  that 
they  will  entertain  you  in  their  company.     God  forbid 
that  you  inould  be  like  thofe  that    Chriil   fpeaks  of, 
Luke  xi.  52,    "That    would    neither   enter  into    the 
kingdom  of  God  thcmfelves,  nor  fuffer  thofe  that  would 
to  enter."     God  forbid  you  mould  be  fuch  barbarous 
wretches,  as  to  hinder  your  children  from  being  godly, 
and   to  teach  them   to  be  wicked  !      If  any  thing  that 
walks  in  fleih  may  be  called  a  devil,    I  think  it  is  a 
parent  that  hindereth  his  children  from  falvation  :   nay, 
1   will   lay   more,    J.  verily  think   that  in  this  they  are 
far  worfe  than  the  devil.     God  is  a  righteous  judge, 
and   will  not  make  the  devil  himfelf  worfe  than  he  is ; 
I  pray  you  be  patient  while  you  confider  it,    and  then 
judge  yourfelves.     They  are  the  parents  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  fo  is  not  the  devil :    do  you  think  then  that 
it  is  as  great  a  fault  in  him  tofeek  their  deitrudtion, 
i  them  ?     Is  it  as  great  a  fault  for  the  wolf  to  kill 
iambs,    as  for  their  own   dams  to  doit?     Is  it  fo 
horrid  a  fault  for  an  enemy  in  war  to  kill  a  child,  or 
for  a  bear  or  a  mad  dog  to  kill  it,    as  for«the  mother 
..  iih  its  brains  again::  a  wall  ?      You  know  it  is  not; 
1]    think   then   that   it  is  fo  hateful    a  thing   in 
.1   to  entice   \our  children  to  fin  and  hell,  and  to 
.diicuufage  aad  diJfuade  them  from  holinefs,  as  it  is  in 
S  3  ,      you  ? 
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yen  ?  You  are  bound  to  love  them  by  nature,  more 
than  Satan  is.  O  then,  what  people  are  thofe  that  will 
teach  their  children,  inftead  of  holinefs,  to  curfe  and 
fwcar,  and  rail,  and  backbite,  to  be  proud  and  re. 
vengeful,  and  break  the  Lord's-day,  and  10  defpife  his 
ways,  to  fpeak  wantonly  and  filthy,  to  fcorn  at  noli- 
nels,  and  glory  in  fin  1  O  when  God  fnall  aft  thefe 
children,  Where  learned  you  this  language  and  prac- 
tice ?  and  they  (hall  fay,  "  I  learned  it  of  ray  father  or 
mother  ;  "  1  would  not  be  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  parents 
for  all  the  world  !  Alas,  is  it  a  work,  that  is  worth 
the  teaching,  to  undo  ihemfelves  for  ever?  Or  can 
they  not  without  teaching  learn  it  too  eafily  of  them- 
felves  ?  Do  you  need  to  teach  a  ferpent  to  ft i rig,  or  a 
lion  to  be  fierce  :  Do  you  need  to  (ow  weeds  in  your 
garden  ?  Will  they  not  grow  of  themfelves  ?  To 
build  a  houfe  requires  fkiil  and  teaching,  but  a  little 
Stay  ferve  to  fet  a  town  on"  fire  :  To  heal  the  wounded 
or  the  fick,  requireth  feili  ;  but  to  make  a  man  fick,  or 
to  kill  him,  requires  but  little.  You  may  fooner  teach 
ycur  children  to  fwear,  than  to  pray ;  and  to  mock  at 
godlinefs,  than  to  be  truly  godly.  If  thefe  parents 
were  fworn  enemies  to  their  children,  and  mould  Ihidy 
ieven  years  how  to  do  them  the  gteateil  mifchief,  they 
could  not  pofiibly  find  out  a  furer  way,  than  by  draw- 
ing them  to  fin,  and  withdrawing  them  from  God. 

1  fliall  therefore  conclude  with  this  earneft  requeft, 
to  ail  chriftian  parents  who  read  thefe  lines,  that  they 
would  have  companion  on  the  fouls  of  their  poor  chil- 
dren, and  be  faithful  to  the  great  truft  God  hath  put 
on  them.  O  firs,  if  you  cannot  do  what  you  would 
for  them,  yet  do  what  you  can.  Both  church  and 
ftate,  city  and  country,  groan  under  the  neglecl  of  this 
weighty  duty  ;  your  children  know  not  God  nor  his 
laws;  but  take  his  name  in  vain,  and  flight  his  worihip; 
and  you  do  neither  inftrucl  them,  nor  correct  them, 
and  therefore,  God  doth  correct  both  them  and  you. 
You  are  fo  tender  of  them,  that  God  is  the  lefs  tender 
both  of  thern  and  you.  Wonder  not  if  God  make  you 
fmart  for  your  children's  fins  ;  for  you  are  guilty  of 
all  they  commit,  by  your  neglecl  of  doing  your  duty 
to  reform  them  ;  even  as  he  that  maketh  a  man  drunk, 
is  guiity  of  all  the  fin  which  he  committeth Jo  his 
drunkennefs.  Will  you  reioive  therefore  to  fet  upon 
4  this 


II.  $12.    The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.     2H 

this  duty,  and  negleft  it  no  longer  ?  Remember  Eli. 
Your  children  are  like  Mofes"  in  the  bafket,  in  the 
water,  ready  to  perilh  if  they  have  not  help.  As  ever 
you  would  not  be  charged  before  God  for  murderers  of 
their  fouls,  and  as  ever  you  v*  ould  not  have  them  cry 
out  againit  you  in  everlafting  fire,  fee  that  you  teach 
them  how  to  efcape  it,  and  bring  them  up  in  holiness, 
and  the  fear  of  God. 

You  have  heard  that  the  God  of  Heaven  doth  flatly 
command  it;  I  charge  every  one  of  you  therefore, 
upon  your  allegiance  to  him,' as  you  will  very  ihortly 
anfwer  the  contrary  at  your  peril,  that  you  will  neicher 
refufe  nor  neglect  this  molt  necefiary  work.  If  you 
are  not  willing  to  do  it,  now  you  know  it  to  be  fo 
plain  and  fo  great  a  duty,  you  are  flat  rebels,  and  no 
true  fubjefts  of  Chrift.  jf  you  are  willing  to  do  it, 
but  know  not  how,  1  will  add  a  few  words  of  direction 
to  help  you. 

i.  Teach  them  by  your  example,  as  well  as  by  your 
words.  Be  yourfelves  fuch  as  you  would  have  them 
to  be  ;  practice  is  the  moft  effectual  teaching  of  chil- 
dren, who  are  addicted  to  imitation,  efpecially  of  their 
parents.  Lead  them  the  way  to  prayer,  and  reading, 
and  other  duties.  Be  not  like  bafe  commanders,  thai 
will  put  on  their  foldiers,  but  not  go  on  themfelves. 
Can  you  expect  your  children  fhould  be  wife*  and 
better  than  you?  Let  them  not  hear  thofe  words  out 
of  your  mouths,  nor  fee  thofe  practices  in  your  lives, 
which  you  reprox*e  in  them.  Who  mould  lead  the  way 
in  holinefs  but  the  father  and  mafter  of  a  familv  ?  It 
is  a  fad  time  when  a  mafter  or  a  father,  will  not  only 
hinder  his  family  from  ferving'God,  but  will  give  them 
leave  to  go  to  heaven  without  him. 

I  will  but  name  the  reft  of  your  direct  duties  for  your 
familv.  i.  You  mult  help  to  inform  their  under- 
ftandings.  2.  To  (lore  their  memories.  3.  To  rectify 
their  wills.  4.  To  quicken  their  affections.  5.  To 
keep  their  confcienccs  tender.  6.  To  restrain  their 
tongues,  and  help  them  to  /kill  in  gracious  fpeech  ; 
and  to  reform  and  watch  over  their  outward  conver- 
fation. 

To  thefe  ends,    1.  Be  fire  to  keep  them,  at  lea  ft,  fo 

Jong  at  fchool  till  they  can  read  Englifli.     It  is  a  thou- 

fand  pities  a  reaionabie  creature  ihould  look  up-m  a 
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Bible,  as  upon  a  ilone  or  a  piece  of  wood  2.  Get  them 
Bibles  and  good  books,  and  fee  that  they  read  them. 
3.  Examine  them  often  what  they  learn.  4.  Eiptcially 
i.-end  the  Lord': -day  in  this  work,  and  lee  that  they 
fpend  it  no:  in  fports  and  idlenefs*  5.  Shew  them  the 
meaning  of  what  they  re.id  and  learn.  6.  Acquaint 
them  with,  and  keep  them  in  company,  where  they 
may  learn  good,  and  keep  them  0111  of  that  company 
that  would  teach  them  evil.  7.  Be  fure  to  caufe  them 
to  learn  fome  catechifm,  containing  the  chief  heads  of 
divinity. 

The  heads  of  divinity  which  you  muft  teach  them 
firft,   are  thefe  : 

1.  That  there  is   only  One   God,    who  h  a  Spirit* 
invifible,    infinite,  eternal,  almighty,  good,   merciful, 
true,  juii,  holy.     2.  That  this   God  is  One  in  Three, 
Father,    Son,  and  Holy  Ghoit.       3.  That   he    is    the 
Maker,  Ivlaintainer,   and  Lord  of  all.     4.   That  man's 
happifiefs  confifteth  in  the  enjoying  of  his  God,    and. 
not  in  flefhly  pleafures,  profits,  or  honours.     5.  That 
God  made  the  Hrft  man  upright  and  happy,  and  gave 
him  a  law  to  keep,  with  condition,  that   if  he  kept  it 
perfectly,  he   (hould  live  happy   for   ever;    but  if  he 
broke  it  he  mould  die.   6.  That  man  broke  this  law,  and. 
fo  forfeited  his  welfare,  and  became  guilty  of  death,  as 
tohimielf,  and  ail  his  poiierity.  7.  That  Chritt  the  Son 
of  God  did  here  interpofe  and  prevent  the  full  execution 
of  the  penalty,    undertaking   to  die  inAead  of  man, 
and   to   redeem   him.      8.    That    Chrift   hereupon  did 
make   with   man  a  better  covenant,  which  proclaimed 
pardon   of  fin  to  all   that   did  but  repent  and  believe, 
and  obey  fincerely.     9.   That  he  revealed  this  covenant 
and   mercy   to  the  world  by  degrees :    Firft,  in  darker 
promifes,    prophecies,    and  facrlikes  ;     then    in    many 
ceremonious  types;  and  then  by  mare  plain  foretelling 
by  the  prophets.    10.  That  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  Chrift 
came  and  took  our  nature  into  union  with  bis  Godhead, . 
being   conceived    by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  born  of  the 
Virgin   Mary.      11.  That   while   he   was  on  earth,  he 
lived  a  life  of  forrows,  was  crowned  with  thorns,  and 
bore   the   pains   that   om    fins  deferved  :    at  lad  being 
crucified  to  death,    and   buried,    fo  Satisfied  the  juitice 
of  God.      12.  That  he  alio  preached  to  the  Jews,  and 
•  by  coaftaat  miracles  proved  the  truth  of  his  doctrines 

before    , 
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before  thoufands  of  witneffes  ;  that  he  revealed  more 
fully  his  new  covenant,  that  whofoever  will  believe  in 
him,  and  accept  him  for  their  Saviour  arid  Lord,  inall 
be  pardoned  and  laved,  and  have  a  fir  greater  glory 
than  they  loft  :  and  they  that  will  not,  inall  lie  under 
the  curfe  and  guilt,  and  be  condemned  to  the  ever- 
lading  fire  of  hell.  13.  That  he  rofe  again  from  the 
dead,  having  conquered  death,  and  took  poffeifion  of 
his  dominion  over  all,  and  fo  afcended  up  into  heaven, 
and  there  reigneth  in  glory.  14.  That  before  bis 
Hicenlion,  he  gave  charge  to  his  apoftles  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  all  nations  and  perfons,  and  to  offer  Chrift, 
and  mercy,  and  life,  to  every  one  without  exception, 
and  to  intreat  and  perfuade  them  to  receive  him,  and 
that  he  gave  them  authority  to  fend  forth  others  on  the 
i':me  melfage,  and  to  baptize  and  to  gather  churches, 
and  confirm  and  order  them,  and  fettle  a  courfe  for 
the  fucceffion  of  miniiters  and  ordinances  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  15.  That  he  alfo  gave  them  power  to 
work  frequent  and  evident  miracles  for  the  confirmation 
of  their  doctrine  ;  and  to  annex  their  writings  to  the 
reft  of  the  fcriptures,  and  fo  to  fmiih  and  leal  them  up, 
and  deliver  them  to  the  world  as  his  infallible  word, 
which  none  njuit  dare  to  alter,  and  which  all  muil 
obferve.  16.  That  for  all  his  free-grace  is  offered  to 
the  world,  yet  the  heart  is  by  nature  fo  defperateiy 
wicked,  that  no  man  will  believe  and  entertain  Chrift 
fincerely,  except,  by  an  almighty  power,  he  be  changed 
and  born  again  ;  and  therefore  doth  Chrift  fend  forth 
his  Spirit  with  his  word,  which  worketh  holinefs  in 
our  hearts,  drawing  us  to  God  and  the  Redeemer. 
17.  That  the  means  by  which  Chriit  worketh  and  pre- 
ferveth  this  grace,  is  the  word  read  and  preached, 
together  with  frequent,  fervent  prayer,  meditation, 
facramcntS;  and  gracious  conference  ;  and  it  is  much 
furthered  alfo  by  fpecial  Providences  keeping  us  from 
temptation  ;  fitting  occurrences  to  our  advantage,  draw- 
ing us  by  mercies,  and  driving  us  by  afflictions ;  and 
therefore  it  muft  be  the  great  and  daily  care  of  every 
chriftian  to  uie  faithfully  all  the  ordinances,  and  im- 
prove all  the  providences.  18.  That  tho'  the  new  law 
or  covenant  is  an  eafy  yoke,  and  there  is  nothing 
grievous  in  Chriit's  commands  :  yet  fo  bad  are  our 
hearts,  and  fo  Itrong  our  temptations,   and  fo  diligent 

our 
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our  enemies,  that  whoffoever  will  be  faved,  mull  ftiive, 
?r.(i   watch,  and  befto  and 

deny    his    Befit,    and    .'  ;    that    would  d 

fro;  nd  here:  ad,  and  over- 

come ;    ;,nJ  it  be  done  without  con- 

tinual   (applies    of  gr.t.  of  Chrill   is   the    only 

Fountain  i  continual  depend- 

ance  on   him  I   know,  thai  our   I 

nv/tb  God  in  him.     19.  That  Chiiil    will   thu 
Word   and   Spirit  lurch  out  of  aJl  the 

world,  v.  hicli  is  his  body  and  fpoufe,  and  he  their  I' 
and  Hulband,  and  wiH  DC  tender  of  them  as  the  aop'e 
of  his  eye,  and  preicrve  them  from  d  per,  and  con- 
tinue among  them  his  pre  ordinances  :  and 
that  the  members  of  ihis  church  mull  live  together  in 
entire  love  and  peace,  delighting  themillves  in  God, 
and  his  worihip,  and  the  fore-thoughts  of  their  1 
lading  happinefs ;  forbearing  \  ing  one  another* 
and  relieving  each  other  in  need  :  and  all  men  ought 
to  itrive  to  be  of  this  fociccy  :  yet  will  the  vilible 
churches  be  (till  mixed  with  good  and  bad.  20.  '1 
when  the  full  number  of  taefe  are  called  home,  Chriil 
will  come  down  from  heaven  again,  and  raifi 
dead,  and  fet  them  before  him  to  be  judged  ;  and  ail 
that  have  loved  God,  and  believed  in  Chrift,  and  been 
willing  that  he  ihonld  reign  over  them,  and  have  im- 
proved their  mercies  in  the  day  of  grace,  the  •»  he  will 
juitify,  and  fentence  to  inherit  everlalting  glory : 
and  thofe'that  were  not  foch,  he  will  condemn  to 
everlafting  nrc  :  both  which  fentenccs  mall  be  then 
uted  acco;\iing;y. 

This  is  the  brie? /am  of  the  doclrine  which  you  mud 
teach  ycur  children.  Tno'  our  ordinary  creed,  called 
the  Apoiile's  creed,  contain  all  the  ab.oiute  funda- 
mentals, yet  in  feme  it  is  lb  generally  and  darkly- 
6XJ  uaieJ,    that  an  explication  is  ncceifiry. 

Then  for  matter  of  practice,  teach  them  the  meaning 
of  the  commandments,  efpecially  of  the  great  commands 
of  the  golpel  ;  ihew  them  what  is  commanded  and  for- 
bidden," in  the  firlt  table  and  in  the  feeond,  towarda 
God  and  men,  in  regard;  of!  the  inward  and  outv 
man.  And  here  mew  chem,  i.  The  Authority  com- 
manding, that  is,  the  Almighty  God,  bj  Cluilt  the 
Redeemer*     They  are  nut  now  to  loot:,  at  the  command 
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as  coming  from  God  immediately,  merely  as  God,  or 
the  Creator;  but  as  coming  from  God,  by  Chrift  the 
Mediator,  "  who  is  now  Lord  of  all ;  "  feeing  "  the 
Father  now  judgeih  no  man,  but  hath  committed  ail 
judgment  to  the  Son."  2.  Shew  them  the  terms  on 
which  duty  is  required,  and  the  ends  of  it.  3.  And 
the  Mature  of  duties,  and  the  way  to  perform  them 
aright.  4.  And  the  right  order,  that  they  iirft  love 
God,  and  then  their  neighbour  ;  "  lirit  feek  the  king- 
dom of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs."  5.  Shew  them 
the  excellencies  and  delight  of  God's  fervice.  6.  And 
the  abfolute  neceftity.  7.  Efpccially  labour  to  get  all  to 
their  hearts,  and  teach  them  not  only  to  ipeak  the 
words,  but  alfo  to  underftand  them. 

And  for  fin,  (hew  them  its  evil,  and  danger,  a"rid 
wrath  over  them  on  account  of  it.  Efpecially,  1.  Tne  fins 
that  youth  is  commonly  addicted  to.  2.  And  to  which 
their  nature  and  constitution  moil  lead  them.  3. 
And  to  which  the  time  and  place  molt  ftrongly  tempt. 
4.  But  efpecially  be  fure  to  kill  their  deftroying  fins, 
thofe  that  all  are  prone  to,  and  are  of  all  molt  deadly ; 
as  pride,  worldlinefs,  ignorance,  profanenefs,  and  fleih- 
pleafmg. 

And  for  the  manner,  you  mull  do  all  this,  1.  Betimes, 
before  fin  get  rooting.  2.  Frequently.  3.  Seafonably. 
4.  Serioufiy  and  diligently.  5,  Affectionately  and  ten- 
derly. 6.  And  with  authority  :  compelling  where  com- 
manding will  not  ferve,  and  adding  correction,  where 
innrudtion  is  fruilrated. 

And  thus  I  have  done  with  the  ufe  of  exhortation, 
to  do  your  utmoft  for  the  falvation  of  others.  The  Lord 
give  you  companionate  hearts,  that  the  duty  may  be 
prattifed,  and  then  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  fuccced  it 
to  the  increafe  of  his  Church. 
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PART    III. 

Containing  a  DireSlory  for  getting  and  keeping  the 
heart  in  heaven,  by  the  diligent  pra&ice  of  that 
excellent  duty   of  Meditation. 

CHAP.    I. 

Reproving    our  Expectation  of  Rejl  on  Earth. 

Doth  this  Reft  remain  ?  How  great  then  is  our  fin 
and  folly  to  feek  and  expecl  it  here!  Where  fhall 
we  find  the  Chriftian  that  deferves  not  this  reproof? 
Surely  to  this  we  may  all  cry  guilty.  We  know  not 
how  to  enjoy  convenient  houfes,  goods,  lands,  and 
revenues,  but  we  feek  Reft  in  thefe  enjoyments.  We 
feldom,  I  fear,  have  fuch  fweet  and  contenting  thoughts 
of  God  and  glory,  as  we  have  of  our  earthly  delights. 
Kow  much  Reft  do  we  feek  in  buildings,  walks,  ap- 
parel, eafe,  recreation,  ileep,  pleafing  meats  and  drinks, 
company,  health  and  lirength,  and  long  life  ?  Nay, 
we  canicarcely  enjoy  the  neceiiary  means  that  God  hath 
appointed  for  our  fpiritual  good,  but  we  are  feeking 
Reit  in  them.  Our  books,  our  preachers,  fermons, 
friends,  abilities  for  duty, — do  not  our  hearts  quet 
themfelves  in  them,  even  more  than  in  God?  Indeed 
in  words  we  difclaim,  and  God  hath  ufually  the  pre- 
eminence in  our  tongues  and  profeffion  :  but  do  we 
not  defire  thefe  more  violently  when  we  want  them, 
than  we  do  the  Lord  himfelf  ?  Do  we  not  cry  out  more 
fennbly,  "  O  my  friend,  my  goods,  my  health  1  "  than 
"O  my  God  !  "  Do  we  not  mils  miniftry  and  means  more 
paflionately  than  we  mifs  our  God  ?  Do  we  not  beftir 
ourfelves  more  to  obtain  and  enjoy  thefe,  than  we  do 
to  recover  our  communion  with  God  ?     Do  we  not 
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delight  more  in  the  poffeffion  of  thefe,  than  we  do  in 
the  fruition  of  God  himfelf !  Nay,  are  not  thofe  mer- 
cies and  duties  more  pleafant  to  us  wherein  we  ftand 
at  the  greatefl  diflance  from  God  r  We  can  read,  and 
iludy,  and  confefs,  preach  and  hear,  day  after  day, 
without  much  wearinefs ;  becaufe  in  thefe  we  have  to 
do  with  instruments  and  creatures  :  but  in  fecretprayer 
and  converting  with  God  immediately,  where  no  crea- 
ture interpofeth,  how  dull,  how  heartlefs  and  weary 
are  we  ?  And  if  we  lofe  creatures  or  means,  doth  it 
noc  trouble  us  more  than  our  lofs  of  God  ?  If  we  lofe 
"but  a  friend,  or  health,  all  the  town  will  hear  of  it: 
but  we  can  mifs  our  God,  and  fcarce  bemoan  our 
mifery.  Thus  it  is  apparent,  we  make  the  creatures 
our  Reft.  It  is  jiot  enough  that  they  are  refrefhing 
helps  in  our  way  to  heaven  ;  but  they  rnuil  alfo  be 
made  our  heaven  itfelf  ?  Reader,  I  would  as  willingly 
make  thee  fenfible  of  this  fin,  as  of  any  fin  in  the 
world  ;  for  the  Lord's  greatefl  quarrel  with  us  is  in 
this  point.  Therefore,  i  moil  earneftly  befeecb  thoc 
to  prels  upon  thy  own  confeience  thefe  following  con- 
fiderations  : 

I.  It  is  grofs  idolatry  to  make  any  creature  or  means 
our  Reft  :  to  fettle  the  foul  upon  it,  and  fay,  "Now  I 
am  well,"  upon  the  bare  enjoyment  of  the  creature  : 
What  is  this  but  to  make  it  Our  god  ?  Certainly  to  be 
the  foul's  Reft  is  (4 od's  own  prerogative.  And  as  it 
is  palpable  idolatry  to  place  our  Reft  in  riches  and 
honours ;  fo  it  is  but  a  more  refined  idolatry  to  take 
up  our  reft  in  excellent  means,  in  the  churches  prof- 
perity,  and  in  its  reformation.  When  we  would  have 
all  that  out  of  God,  which  is  to  be  had  only  in  God  ; 
what  is  this  but  to  run  away  from  Him  to  the  creature, 
and  in  our  hearts  to  deny  him  ?  When  we  fetch  more 
of  our  comfort  from  the  thoughts  of  profperity,  and 
thofe  mercies  which  we  have  at  a  diftance  from  God, 
than  from  the  fore-thoughts  of  our  everlafling  bleffed- 
nefs  in  him?  Are  we  chriftians  in  judgment  and  pagans 
in  affection  ?  Do  we  give  our  fenfes  leave  to  be  choofers 
of  our  happinefs,  while  reafon  and  faith  ftand  by  ?  O 
how  ill  muft  our  dear  Lord  needs  take  it,  when  we 
give  himcaufe  to  complain,  as  fometime  he  did  of  our 
&Jlow-idolatere,  Jer.  1.  6,  that  we  have  been  loll  fheej># 
T  aad 
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and  have  forgotten  our  relling-place  !  When  we  give 
him  caufe  to  lay,  "  My  people  can  find  reft  in  any  thing 
rather  than  in  me!  They  can  find  delight  in  one  another 
but  none  in  me  ;  they  can  rejoice  in  my  creatures  and 
ordinances,  but  not  in  me  ;  yea,  in  their  very  labours 
and  duty  they  feek  for  reft,  but  not  in  me ;  they  had 
rather  be  any  where  than  be  with  me.  Are  thefe  their 
gods  ?  Have  thefe  delivered  and  redeemed  them  ? 
Will  thefe  be  better  to  them  than  I  have  been,  or  than  I 
would  be  ?  "  If  yourfelves  have  but  a  wife,  a  hufband, 
a  fon,  that  had  rather  be  any  where  than  in  your  com- 
pany, and  is  never  fo  merry  as  when  fartheft  from 
you,  would  you  not  take  it  ill  yourfelves  ?  Why  fo 
mult  our  God  needs  do.  For  what  do  we  but  lay  thefe 
things  in  one  end  of  the  balance  and  God  in  the  other, 
and  foolifnly  prefer  them  before  him?  As  Elkanah 
faid  to  Hannah,  "Am  I  not  better  to  thee  than  ten 
ions !  "  So  when  we  are  longing  after  the  creature,  we 
may  hear  God  fay,  "  Am  not  I  better  than  all  creatures 
to  thee  ?  " 

2.  Confider  how  thou  contradicted  the  end  of  God 
in  giving  thee  thefe  things.  He  gave  them  to  help  thee 
to  him,  and  doit  tlaou  take  up  with  them  in  his  Head  ? 
He  gave  them  that  they  might  be  refrefhments  in  thy 
journey  ;  and  wouldil  thou  now  dwell  in  thy  fin,  and 
go  no  farther?  Thou  dofl  not  only  contradict  God 
herein,  but  lofeft  that  benefit  which  thou  mighteft 
receive  by  them,  yea,  and  makeft  them  thy  great  hurt 
and  hindrance.  Surely,  it  may  be  faid  of  all  our  com- 
forts, and  all  ordinances,  and  the  moil  blcflbd  enjo>- 
ments  in  the  church  on  earth,  as  God  faid  to  the  Ifraei- 
ites,  of  his  ark,  Numb.  x.  33,  "The  ark  of  the  cove- 
nant went  before  them,  to  fearch  out  for  them  a  refting- 
place."  So  do  all  God's  mercies  here.  They  are  not 
that  reft,  (as  John  profcfled  he  was  not  the  Chrift,)  but. 
they  are  voices  crying  in  the  wildernefs,  to  bid  us  pre- 
pare ;  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  our  true  Reft,  is  at 
hand.  Therefore,  to  reft  here,  were  to  turn  all  mer- 
cies clean  contrary  to  their  own  ends,  and  our  own 
advantages,  and  to  deftroy  ourfelves  with  that  which 
fhould  help  us. 

3.  Confider,    whether  it  be  not  the  moft  probable 
way,  to  caufe  God,  either,  firft,  to  deny  thgfe  mercies 
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which  we  defire  ;  or  fecondly,  to  take  from  us  thefe 
which  we  enjoy  :  or  thirdly,  to  embitter  them,  cr 
eurfe  them  to  us  ?  Certainly,  God  is  no  where  fo 
jealous  as  here  :  if  you  had  a  fervan:  whom  your  wife 
loved  better  than  fhe  did  yourfelf,  would  you  not  take 
it  ill  of  fuch  a  wife,  and  rid  your  houfe  of  fuch  a  fer- 
vant  ?  Why,  fo,  if  the  Lord  fee  you  begin  to_  fettle  in 
the  world,  and  fay,  Here  will  I  rrjl,  no  wonder,  if  he 
foon  in  his  jealoufy,  unfettle  you.  If  he  love  you,  no 
wonder  if  he  take  that  from  you  wherewith  he  fees  you 
are  about  to  deilroy  yourfelvec. 

It  has  been  my  long  obfervation  of  many,  that  when 
they  have  attempted  any  great  works  and  had  juft 
finifhed  them  ;  or  have  aimed  at  great  things  in  the 
world,  and  have  juft  obtained  them  ;  or  have  lived  in 
much  trouble,  and  juft  come  to  begin  with  fome  con- 
tent to  look  upon  their  condition,  and  reft  in  it,  they 
are  near  to  death  and  ruin.  When  a  foul  is  once  at 
this  language,  Soul,  take  thy  eafe  :  the  next  news  ufually 
is,  Thou  fool,  this  night,  or  this  month,  or  this  year, 
/hall  thy  foul  be  required  of  thee,  and  then  -ivhofe  Jhall  thefe 
things  be  ?  O  what  houfe  is  there  where  this  fool 
dwelleth  not  ?  Let  you  and  I  confidcr,  whether  this 
be  not  our  own  cafe.  Have  not  I,  after  fuch  an  unfet- 
tied  life,  and  after  fo  many  longings  and  prayers  for 
thefe  days  !  Have  not  I  thought  of  them  with  too 
much  content,  and  been  ready  to  fay,  Sail,  take  thy  reft  ? 
Have  not  I  comforted  myfelf  more  in  the  fore  thought 
of  enjoying  thefe,  than  of  coming  to  heaven,  and  en- 
joying God  ?  What  wonder  then  if  God  cut  me  off, 
when  I  am  juft  fitting  down  in  this  fuppofed  Reft? 
And  hath  not  the  like  been  your  condition  ?  Many  of 
you  have  been  foldiers,  driven  from  houfe  and  home, 
endured  a  life  of  trouble  and  blood,  being  deprived  of 
miniftry  and  means  :  did  you  not  reckon  up  all  the 
comforts  you  mould  have  at  your  return  ;  and  glad 
your  hearts  with  fuch  thoughts,  more  than  with  the 
thoughts  of  your  coming  to  heaven?  Why,  what 
wonder  if  God  now  crofs  you,  and  turn  fome  of  your 
joy  into  fadnefs  ?  Many  a  fervant  of  God  hath  been 
deftroyed  from  the  earth,  by  being  over-valued  and 
ovcr-los'ed.  I  pray  God  you  may  take  warning  for 
the   lime  to  come,    t  hat  you  rob  not  yourfelves  of  all 

T  2  your 


220     The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.    III.  §  I. 

your  mercies.  I  am  perfuaded,  our  difcontents  and 
murrm. rings  are  not  io  provoking  to  God,  nor  fo  de- 
ftrtt&xye  to  the  finner,  as  onr  too  fweet  enjoying,  and 
.Reft  of  fpirit,  in  a  pleafing  ftate.  If  God  hath  crofled 
any  of  you  in  wife,  children,  goods,  friends,  either  by 
taking  them  from  you,  or  the  comfort  from  them  :  try 
whether  this  be  not  the  caule ;  for  wherefoever  your 
deiires  flop,  and  you  fay,  li  Now  I  am  well  ;"  that  con- 
dition you  make  your  god,  and  engage  the  jealoufy  of 
God  againft  it.  Whether  you  be  friends  to  God  or 
enemies,  you  can  never  expe&  that  God  fhould  fuffer 
you  quietly  to  enjoy  your  idols. 

4.  Confider,  if  God  fhould  fufTer  thee  thus  to  take 
up  thy  reft  here,  it  were  one  of  the  greatest  curfes  that 
could  befal  thee  ;  it  were  better  for  thee  if  thou  never 
hr.dft  a  day  of  eafe  in  the  world  ;  for  then  wearinefs 
might  make  thee  feek  after  true  reft.  But  if  he  mould 
fuffer  thee  to  fit  down  and  reft  here,  where  is  thy 
reft  when  it  undeceives  thee?  A  reftlefs  wretch  thou 
wottidft  be  through  all  eternity.  To  have  their  good 
things  on  the  earth,  is  the  lot  of  the  moft  miferablc 
y erilhing  finners.  Doth  it  become  chriftians  then  to 
expect  To  much  here  ?  Our  reft  is  in  heaven ;  and 
where  we  take  our  reft,  there  we  make  our  heaven ; 
and  wouldit  thou  have  but  fuch  a  heaven  as  this  ? 
It  will  be  but  as  a  handful  of  water  to  a  man  that  is 
drowning,  which  will  help  to  deftroy,  but  not  to 
fave  him. 

5.  Confider,  thou  feekeft  reft  where  it  is  not  to  be 
found,  and  (o  wilt  lofe  all  thy  labour.  I  think  1  fhall 
evince  this  by  thefe  clear  demonstrations  following  : 

Firft.  Our  reft  is  only  in  the  full  obtaining  our 
ultimate  end  ;  but  that  is  not  to  be  expecled  in  this 
life.  Is  God  to  be  enjoyed  in  thebsft  reformed  church 
here,  as  he  is  in  heaven  ?  You  confefs  he  is  not.  How 
little  of  God,  not  only  the  multitude  of  the  blind 
world,  but  fometimes  the  faints  themfelves  enjoy  !  and 
how  poor  comforters  are  the  bell:  ordinances  and  enjoy- 
ments without  God  ?  Should  a  traveller  take  up  his 
Heft  in  the  way  ?  No,  becaufe  his  home  is  his  journey's 
end.  When  you  h we  all  that  creatures  and  means  can 
afford,  have  you  that  you  fought  for  ?  Have  you  that 
you  believe,  pray.,  fuffer  for?    I  think  you  dare  not  fay 
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fo.  Why  then  do  we  once  dream  of  refUng  here  ? 
We  are  like  little  children  ftrayed  from  home ;  and 
God  is  now  fetching  us  home  ;  and  we  are  ready  to 
turn  into  any  houfe,  ftay  and  play  with  every  tiling  in 
our  way,  and  fit  down  on  every  green  bank,  and  much 
ado  there  is  to  get  us  home. 

Secondly.  As  we  have  not  yet  obtained  oi-r  end, 
fo  arc  we  in  the  mid  it  of  labours  and  dangers  ;  and  is 
there  any  reiling  here?  What  painful  work  doth  lie 
upon  our  hands  ?  Look  to  our  brethren,  to  our  fouls, 
to  God;  and  what  a  deal  of  work  in  refpeft  of  each 
of  thefe  doth  lie  before  us!  And  can  we  reft  in  our 
labours  ?  Indeed  we  may  eafe  ourfelves  fometimes  in 
our  troubles  ;  but  that  is  not  the  Reft  we  are  now 
fpeaking  of:  we  may  reft  on  earth,  as  the  ark  is  faid 
to  reft  in  the  midft  of  Jordan,  Jolh,  iii.  13.  Or  as  the 
angels  of  heaven  are  defired  to  turn  in,  and  reft  them 
on  earth,  Gen.  xviii.  4.  They  would  have  been  loath 
to  have  taken  up  their  dwelling  there.  Should  Ifrael 
have  fettled  his  reft  in  the  wildernefs,  among  fer  pents 
and  enemies,  and  wearinefs  and  famine?  Should  Noah 
have  made  the  ark  his  home,  and  been  loath  to  come 
forth  when  the  waters  were  fallen  ?  Should  the  mariner 
chufe  his  dwelling  on  the  fea,  and  fettle  his  reft  in  the 
midft  of  rocks,  and  fands,  and  tempefts  ?  Thougn  he 
way  adventure  through  all  thefe  for  a  commodity  of 
worth  ;  yet  I  think  he  takes  it  not  for  his  Reft. 
Should  a  foldier  reft  in  the  midft  of  a  fight,  when  he 
is  in  the  very  thickeft  of  his  enemies  ?  And  are  net 
christians  fuch  travellers,  fuch  mariners,  fuch  foldiers  ? 
Have  you  not  fears  within,  and  troubles  without  ? 
Are  we  not  in  the  thickeft  of  continual  dangers  ?  We 
cannot  eat,  drink,  fleep,  labour,  pray,  hear,  or  confer, 
but  in  the  midft  of  fnares  ;  and  lliall  we  fit  down  and 
reft  here  ?  O  chriftian,  follow  thy  work,  look  to  thy 
danger,  hold  on  to  the  end  ;  win  the  field,  and  quit 
the  ground,  before  you  think  of  fettling  to  reft.  I 
read  that  Chrift  when  he  was  on  the  crofs,  comforted 
the  converted  thief  with  this,  "  This  day  ihait  thou  be 
with  me  in  Paradife."  But  if  he  had  only  comforted 
him  with  telling  him,  that  he  mould  reft  there  on  tne 
crofs,  would  he  not  have  taken  it  for  a  deriiion  ? 
Methinks,  it  fhould  be  ill  fell  in  the  midft  of  ficknefles 
T  3  and 
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and  pains,  perfecution  and  diftrefles ;  one  would  think 
it  mould  be  no   contented  dwelling  for  lambs  among 
wolves.     1  fay,  therefore,  to  every  one  that  thinketh  of 
reft  on  earth,  "  Arife  ye,  depart,  this  is  not  your  reft."' 
6.  Confult  with  experience,  both  other  men's  and 
your   own  ;    many   thoafands  have  made  trial,   but  did 
ever  one  of  thefe  find  a  fufHcient  reft  for  his  foul  on 
earth  ?    Delights  I  deny  not  but  they  have  found  :   but 
reft  and  fatisfacTion  they  never  found  :    and  mall  we 
think  to  find  that  which  none  ever  could  find  before 
us  ?     Ahab's  kingdom  was  nothing  to  him,    except  he 
had  alfo  Naboth's  vineyard,  and  did  that  fatisfy  him 
when  he  had  obtained  it  ?     If  we  had  conquered  the 
whole  world,    we  fhould  perhaps  do  as  Alexander,  fit 
down   and   weep,    becaufe    there    was   never   another 
world  to  conquer.    Go  afk  honour,  Is  there  Reft  here  ? 
Why,    you  may  as  well  reft  on   the  top  of  the  tem- 
peftuous   mountains,  or  in  ^Etna's  flames.     Alk  riches, 
Is  there  reft  here  ?     Even  fuch  as  is  in  a  bed  of  thorns. 
Enquire  of  worldly  pleafure  and  eafe,   can  they  give 
you  any  tidings  of  true  Reft  ?     Even  fuch  as  the  fifh  in 
fwallowing  the  bait;    when  the   pleafure  is    fweeteft, 
death  is  the  neareft.     Such  is  the  reft  that  all  worldly 
pleafures  afford.     Go  to  learning,  to  the  pureft,  moil 
plentiful,  moft  powerful  ordinances,  or  compafs  feaand 
land  to  find  out  the  moft  perfect  church  ;    and  enquire 
whether  there  your  foul  may  reft?    You  might  happily 
receive  from  thefe  an  olive  branch  of  hope,  as  they  are 
means  to  your  reft,  and  have  relation  to  eternity  ;   but 
in  regard  of  any  fatisfaclion  in  themfelves,  you  would 
remain  as  reftiefs  as  ever.     O  how  well  might  all  thefe 
anfwer  us  as  Jacob  did  Rachael,   Am  1  injlcad  of  God? 
So  may   the  higheft  perfections  on  earth  fay,    Are  we 
inftead  of  God  ?     Go  take  a  view  of  all  eftates  of  men 
in  the  world,  and  fee  whether  any  of  them  have  found 
this   reft.     Go  to  the  hufbandman,    behold  his  endlefs 
labours,    his  continual  care,  and  toil,   and   wearinefs, 
and  you  will  eafily  fee  that  there  is  no  reft  ;    go  to  the 
tradefman,  and  you  will  find  the  like:   If  I  mould  fend 
you  lower,  you  would  judge  your  labour  loft  :   go  to 
the  painful  minifter,  and  there  you  will  yet  more  eafily 
be  fatisfied  ;    for  though   his  fpending,   endlefs  labours 
are  exceeding  fweet,  yet  it  is  not  becaufe  they  are  his 
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reft,  bat  in  reference  to  his  people's  and  his  own 
eternal  reft.  If  you  would  afcend  to  magiftracy,  and 
enquire  at  the  throne,  you  would  find  there  is  no  con- 
dition fo  reftlefs.  Doubtlefs  neither  c#urt  nor  country, 
towns  nor  cities,  fhops,  fields,  treafuries,  libraries, 
folitarinefs,  fociety,  ftudies,  nor  pupils,  can  afford  any 
fuch  thing  as  this -Reft.  If  you  could  enquire,  of  the 
dead  of  all  generations,  or  if  you  could  aik  the  living 
through  all  dominions,  they  would  all  tell  you,  Here 
is  no  Reft  ;  and  all  mankind  may  fay,  "  All  our  days 
are  forrow,  and  our  labour  is  grief,  and  our  hearts  take 
no  Reft."    Ecclef.  ii.  23. 

Tf  other  men's  experience  move  you  not,  do  but  take 
a  view  of  your  own  ;  can  you  remember  the  eftate  that 
did  fully  fatisfy  you  ?     Or,  if  ycu  could,  will  it  prove 
a  lafting  ftate  ?     For  my  own  part,  I  have  run  through 
feveral  ftates  of  life,  and  though  I  never  had  the  ne- 
ceftities  which  might  occafion   difcontent,    yet  I    did 
never  find  a  fettlemcnt  for  my  foul ;    and  I  believe  we 
may   all  fay  of  our  Reft,  as  Paul  of  our  hope:    "  Jf 
it  were  in   this  life  only,  we  are  of  all  men  moft  mife- 
rable."     If  then  either  fcripture  or  reafon,  or  the  ex- 
perience  of  ourfelves,  and  all  the  world,  will  fatisfy 
us,    we  may    fee  there  is  no  refting  place  here.     And 
yet  how   guilty   are   the  generality  of  us  of  this  fin  ! 
Hew  many  halts  and  ftops  do  we  make,  before  we  will 
make  the  Loid  our  Reft  !     How  muft  God  even  drive 
us,  and   fire  us  out  of  every  condition,  left  we  fhould 
fit   down  and  reft  there  !     Jf  he   gives  us  profperity, 
riches,  or  honour,  we  do  in  our  hearts  dance  before 
them,  as  the  Ifraelites  before  their  calf,  and  fay,  Tbefe 
ere  thy  gods,   and   conclude  it  is  good  being  here.     Jf 
he  embitter  all   thefe   by  crofles,  how  do  we  ftrive  to 
have  the  crofs  removed,  and  are  reftlefs  till  our  condi- 
tion be  fweetened  to  us,    that  we  may  fit  down  again 
and  reft  where  we  were.     If  the  Lord,  feeing  our  per- 
verfenefs,  fhould  now  proceed  in  the  cure,    and  take 
the  creature  quite  away,  then  how  do  we  labo.ur,  and 
care,  and  cry,  and   pray  that   God   would   reftore  it, 
that  we   n.ay  make  it  our  Reft  again  !     And  while  we 
are  deprived  of  its  enjoyments,  and  have  not  our  former 
idol,  yet  rather  than  come  to   God,  we  delight  our- 
felves in  our  "hopes   of  recovering  our  former  ftate; 

and 
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and  as  long  as  there  is  the  lead  likelihood  of  obtaining 
it,  we  make  thofe  very  hopes  our  reft.  If  the  poor, 
by  labouring  all  their  days,  have  got  hopes  of  a  fuller 
eiiate  when  they  are  old  (though  an  hundred  to  one 
they  die  before  they  have  obtained  it)  yet  do  they  reft 
themfelves  on  thefe  expectations.  Or  if  God  doth 
take  away  both  prefent  enjoyments,'  and  all  hopes  of 
recovering  them,  how  do  we  fearch  about  from  crea- 
ture to  creature,  to  find  out  fomething  to  fupply  the 
room,  and  to  fettle  upon  initead  thereof?  Yea,  if  we 
can  rind  no  fupply,  but  are  fure  we  ihall  live  in  po- 
verty, in  iicknefs,  in  difgrace,  while  we  are  on  earth, 
yet  will  we  rather  fettle  in  this  mifery,  and  make  a  relt 
of  a  wretched  being,  than  we  will  leave  all,  and  come 
to  God. 

A  man  would  think,  that  a  multitude  of  poor  people 
who  beg  their  bread,  or  can  fcarce  with  their  hardeft 
labour  have  fuftenance  for  their  lives,  fnould  eafily  be 
driven  from  refting  here,  and  willingly  look  to  heaven 
for  reft  ;  and  the  lick,  who  have  not  a  day  of  eafe, 
nor  any  hope  of  recovery  left  them.  But  O  the  curfed 
averfenefs  of  our  fouls  from  God  !  We  will  rather  ac- 
count our  mifery  cur  happinefs,  yea.  that  which  we 
daily  groan  under  as  intolerable,  the  foul  would  rather 
take  up  its  reft  there,  than  come  to  God!  Yea,  when 
he  is  bringing  us  over  to  him,  and  hath  convinced  us 
of  the  worth  of  His  ways  and  iervice,  the  iaft  deceit 
of  all  is  here, — we  will  rather  fettle  upon  thofe  ways 
that  lead  to  him,  and  thofe  ordinances  that  fpeak  of 
hin.,  ana  thofe  gifts  which  flow  from  him,  than  we  will 
con;c  clean  over  to  him  ! 

Marvel  not  that  I  fpeak  fo  much  of  refting  in  thefe  : 
beware  left  it  prove  thy  own  ca^~e.  I  fuppote  thou  arc 
fo  convinced  of  the  vanity  of  riches,  and  honours,  and 
pleafures,  that  thou  canft  more  eafily  difdaim  thefe : 
but  for  thy  fpiritual  helps,  thou  lookeft  on  thefe  with 
lefs  fufpicion,  and  thinkeft  thoj  canft  not  delight  in 
them  too  much,  efpecially  feeing  moil  of  the  world 
defpife  them,  or  delight  in  thenTtoo  little.  But  doth 
not  the  increafe  of  thofe  helps  dull  thy  longings  after 
heaven?  I  know  the  means  of  grace  muft  be  loved  and 
valued  ;  and  he  that  delighteth  in  any  worldly  thing 
more  than  in  them,  is  not  a  chnftian.     But  when  we 
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are  content  with  duty  inftead  of  God,  and  had  rather 
be  at  a  fermon  than  in  heaven  ;  and  a  member  of  a 
church  here  than  of  that  perfecl  church  :  this  is  a 
fad  mi  (lake. 

So  far  rejoice  in  the  creature,  as  it  comes  from  God, 
or  leads  to  him,  or  brings  thee  fome  iepcrt  of  his  love  : 
fo  far  let  thy  foul  take  comfoit  in  ordinances  as  God 
doth  accompany  them,  or  give  himfelf  unto  "thy  foul 
by  them  :  frill  remembering,  when  thou  halt  even  what 
thou  doll  molt,  denre,  yet  this  is  not  heaven;  yet  thefe 
are  but  the  firlt-fruits.  It  is  not  enough  that  God 
alloweth  us  all  the  comfort  of  travellers,  and  accord- 
ingly to  rejoice  in  all  his  mercies,  but  we  mull  let  up 
our  ftaffas  if  we  were  at  home  !  While  we  are  prefent 
in  the  body,  we  are  abfent  from  the  Lord;  and  while 
we  are  abfent  from  him,  we  are  abfent  from  our  Reft. 
If  God  were  as  willing  to  be  abfent  from  us,  as  we 
from  him,  and  if  he  were  as  loath  to  be  our  Reft,  as 
we  are  loath  to  reft  in  him,  we  fhould  be  left  to  an 
eternal  reftlefs  feparation.  In  a  word,  as  you  are  fen- 
fible  of  the  fmfulnefs  of  your  earthly  difcontents,  fo 
be  you  alio  of  your  irregular  contents,  and  pray  God 
to  pardon  them  much  more.  And  above  all  the  plagues 
and  judgments  of  God  on  this  fide  hell,  fee  that  you 
watch  and  pray  againft  this  of  fettling  any  where  fhort 
of  heaven,  or  repofing  your  fouls  on  any  thing  below 
God  :  Or  elfe  when  the  bough  which  you  tread  on 
breaks,  and  the  things  which  you  reft  upon,  deceive 
you,  you  will  perceive  your  labour  all  left,  and  your 
higheft'  hopes  will  make  you  alharr.ed.  Try  if  you, 
can  perfuade  Satan  to  leave  tempting,  and  the  world  to 
ceafe  troubling  and  feducing ;  if  you  can  bring  the 
glory  of  God  from  above,  or  remove  the  court  from 
heaven  to  earth,  and  fecure  the  continuance  of  this 
through  eternity,  then  fettle  yourfelves  below,  and  fay, 
"  Soul,  take  thy  reft  here  :  **  but  till  then  admit  no* 
fach  thought. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    Ill 

Motives  to  Heavenly-Mine 'tanrfs. 

WE  have  now  by  the  guidance  of  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  by  the  aluftance  of  his  Spirit,  mewed 
you  the  nature  of  the  Reft  of  the  Saints  ;  and  ac- 
quainted you  with  fome  duties  in  relation  thereto.  We 
come  now  to  the  clofe  of  all,  to  prefs  you  to  the 
great  duty  which  I  chiefly  intended  when  1  began  this 
fubjecft. 

is  there  a  Pvcft,  and  fuch  a  Reft  remaining  for  us  ? 
Why  then  are  our  thoughts  no  more  upon  it  ?  Why- 
are  not  our  hearts  continually  there?  Why  dwell  we 
not  there  in  constant  contemplation  ?  Aft.  your  hearts 
in  good  earned,  What  is  the  caufe  of  this  neglect.  ? 
Hath  the  eternal  God  provided  us  fuch  a  glory,  and 
promifed  to  take  us  up  to  dwell  with  himfelf  ?  And  is 
not  this  worth  thinking  on  ?  Should  not  the  ftrongeft 
defires  oT  our  hearts  be  after  it ;  and  the  daily  delights 
of  our  fouls  be  there  r  Can  we  forget  and  negledt  it  ? 
What  is  the  matter?  Will  not  God  give  us  leave  to 
approach  this  light  ?  Or  will  he  not  fufFer  our  fouls 
to  tafte  and  fee  it  ?  Then  what  mean  all  his  earneft 
invitations  ?  Why  then  Ar>th  he  fo  condemn  our  earthly 
mindednefs,  and  command  us  to  fet  our  afFedlions 
above  ?  If  the  fore-thoughts  of  glory  were  forbidden 
fruits,  perhaps  we  mould  be  fooner  drawn  unto  them. 
Sure  I  am,  where  God  hath  forbidden  us  to  place  our 
thoughts  and  our  delights,  thither  it.  is  eafy  enough  to 
draw  them.  If  he  lay,  "  Love  not  the  world,  nor  the 
things  of  the  world,"  we  doat  upon  it  neverthelefs. 
How  unweariedly  can  we  think  of  vanity,  and  day 
after  day  employ  our  minds  about  it  ?  And  have  we 
not  thought  of  this  our  Reft  ?  How  freely  and  fre- 
quently can  we  think  of  our  pkafures,  our  friends,  oar 
labours,  our  flefh,  our  ftudies,  our  news ;  yea,  our  very 
miferies,  our  wrongs,  our  fufFerings,  and  cur  fears? 
But  where  is  the  chriftian  whofe  heart  is  on  his  reft  f 
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What  is  the  matter?  Why  are  we  not  taken  up  with 
the  views  of  glory,  and  our  fouls  more  accuitomed  to 
thefe  delightful  meditations  ?  Are  we  fo  full  of  joy 
that  we  need  no  more;  or  is  there  no  matter  in  heaven 
for  our  joyous  thoughts;  or  rather,  are  not  our  hearts 
carnal  and  olockim  ?  Earth  will  tend  to  earth.  Had 
we  more  fpirit,  it  would  be  otherwife  with  us.  A* 
St.  Auguftine  call:  by  Cicero's  writings,  becaufe  they 
contained  not  the  name  of  Jefus ;  fo  let  us  humble  and 
cart  down  thefe  fenfual  hearts,  that  have  in  them  no 
more  of  Chrift  and  glory.  Let  us  neither  rejoice  in 
our  duties,  any  further  than  there  is  fomething  of 
Chrift  in  them;  nor  delight  in  the  creatures,  any  longer 
than  they  have  reference  to  Chriil  and  Eternity.  Why  did 
Chrift  pronounce  his  difciples  eye?  and  ears  blelTed,  but  as 
they  were  doors  to  let  in  Chrift  by  his  works  and  words 
into  their  heart  ?  BlelTed  are  the  eyes  that  fo  fee,  and 
the  ears  that  fo  hear,  that  the  heart  is  thereby  raifed  to 
this  heavenly  frame.  Sirs,  fo  much  of  your  hearts  as  is 
empty  of  Chriil  and  heaven,  let  it  be  filled  with  fname 
and  ibrrow,  and  not  with  eafe. 

But  let  me  turn  my  reprehennon  to  exhortation,  that 
you  would  turn  this  conviction  into  reformation.  And 
i  have  the  more  hope,  becaufe  I  here  addrefs  myfelf 
to  men  of  confeience,  that  dare  not  wilfully  difobey 
God  ;  yea,  becaufe  to  men  whofe  portion  is  there, 
whofe  hopes  are  there,  and  who  have  forfaken  all,  that 
they  may  enjoy  this  glory  ;  and  mall  I  be  difcou raged 
from  perfuading  fuch  to  be  heavenly-minded  ?  If  you 
will  not  hear  and  obey,  who  will?  Whoever  thou  art 
therefore  that  readeft  thefe  lines,  I  require  thee,  as 
thou  tendereft  thine  allegiance  to  the  God  of  heaven, 
as  ever  thou  hopeit  for  a  part  in  his  glory,  that  thou 
prefently  take  thy  heart  to  tafk  ;  chide  it  for  its" wilful 
ftrangenefs  to  God  :  turn  thy  thoughts  from  the  purfuit 
of  vanity,  bend  thy  foul  to  ftudy  eternity  :  habituate 
thyfelf  to  fuch  contemplations,  and  let  not  thofe 
thoughts  be  feldom  and  curfory,  but  fettle  upon  them  ; 
dwell  here,  bathe  thyfelf  ia  heaven's  delights;  drench 
thine  affections  in  thefe  rivers  of  pleafure  ;  and  if  thy 
backward   foul   begin   to  flag,  and  thy  thoughts  to  fly 

I  abroad,  call  them  back,  hold  them  to  their  work,  put 
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them  on,  bear  not  with  their  lazinefs  ;  and  when  thou 
haft  once  tried  this  work,  and  followed  on  till  thou 
haft  got  acquainted  with  it,  and  kept  a  clofe  guard 
upon  thy  thoughts,  till  they  are  accuftomed  to  obey, 
thou  wilt  then  find  thyfelf  in  the  i'uburbs  of  heaven, 
and  as  it  were  in  a  new  world  ;  thou  wilt  then  find 
that  there  is  a  fweetnefs  in  the  work  and  way  of"  God, 
and  that  the  life  of  chriftianity  is  a  life  of  joy  :  thou  wile 
then  meet  with  thofe  abundant  confolations  for  which 
thou  haft  prayed,  and  panted,  and  groaned,  and  which 
fo  few  chriftians  obtain,  becauie  they  know  not 
the  way  to  them,  or  elfe  make  not  confeience  of  walk- 
ing in  it. 

You  fee  the  work  now  before  you :  this,  this  is  that 
I  would  fain  perfuade  you  to  praftife :  let  me  befpeak 
your  confeience  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  command 
you  by  the  authority  I  have  received  from  Chrift,  that 
you  faitnfully  fet  upon  this  duty,  and  fix  your  eye 
moft  ftedfaftly  on  your  reft.  Do  not  wonder  that  I 
perfuade  you  fo  earneftly  :  though  indeed  if  we  were 
truly  reafonable  men,  it  would  be  a  wonder  that  men 
fhould  need  fo  much  perfuauon  to  fo  fweet  and  plai» 
a  duty  :  but  1  know  the  employment  is  high,  the  heart 
is  earthly,  and  will  ftili  draw  back  ;  the  temptations 
and  hindrances  will  be  many  and  great,  and  therefore, 
I  fear  all  thefe  perfuafions  wi;i  be  little  enough:  fay  not, 
we  are  unable  to  fet  our  own  hearts  on  heaven,  this 
muft  be  the  work  of  God,  therefore  all  your  exhorta- 
tion is  in  vain.  I  tell  you,  though  God  be  the  chief 
difpofer  of  your  hearts,  yet  next  under  him  you  have 
the  greateft  command  of  them  yourfelves,  and  a  great 
power  in  the  ordering  of  your  own  thoughts,  and  de- 
termining your  own  wills  :  though  without  Chi iit  you 
can  do  nothing,  yet  under  him  you  may  do  much,  and 
rnuft  do  much,  orelie  you  will  be  undone  through  your 
neglect  :  do  your  own  pa.t,  and  you  have  no  cauie  to 
diitruft  whether  Chrift  will  do  his. 

I  will  here  lay  down  fome  confederations,  which 
if  you  will  but  deliberately  weigh  with  an  impartial 
judgment,  I  'doubt  not  will  prove  effectual  with  your 
hearts,  and  make  you  refolve  upon  this  excellent 
duty, 

z  I.  Conftder 
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i.  Confider,  a  hear*  let  i.  n  heaven,  will  be  one 
of  the  mod  unqueftionable  evidences  of  a  true  work  of 
faving  grace  upon  your  foul.  Would  you  have  a  figu 
infallible,  not  from  me,  or  from  the  mouth  of  any  man# 
but  from  the  mouth  of  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  which  all 
the  enemies  of  the  uie  of  marks  can  lay  no  exceptions 
againft  ?  Why,  here  is  fuch  a  one,  Matt.  vi.  21, 
"  Where  your  treafure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  alfo.''" 
Know  then  afluredly  where  your  heart  is,  and  you  may 
eafily  know  that  your  treafure  is  there.  God  is  the 
faints'  treafure  and  happinefs :  heaven  is  the  place  where 
they  fully  enjoy  him.  A  heart  therefore  fet  upon  hea- 
ven, is  no  more  but  a  heart  fet  upon  God,  defiring  th:s 
full  enjoyment  :  and  Purely  a  heart  fet  upon  God,  thro* 
Chnft,  is  the  trueft  evidence  of  faving  grace.  External 
aftions  are  the  eafiefl  difcovered  ;  but  thofe  of  the  heari 
are  the  fureft  evidences.  When  thy  learning  wiii  be, 
no  good  proof  of  thy  grace  ;  when  thy  knowledge,, 
thy  duties,  and  thy  gifts  will  fail  thee,  when  arguments 
from  thy  tongue  and  thy  hand  may  be  confuted  :  then 
will  this  argument  from  the  bent  of  thy  heart  prove 
thee  fincere.  Take  a  poor  chnftian  that  can  fcarce 
ipeak  Englifh  about  religion,  that  hath  a  weak  under- 
flanding,  a  failing  memory,  a  flammering  tongue,  yet 
has  heart  is  fet  on  God,  he  hath  chofen  him  for  his. 
portion,  his  thoughts  are  on  eternity,  his  defiresare  there, 
his  dwelling  is  there;  he  cries  out,  0  that  I  were  theft  t 
He  takes  that  day  for  a  time  of  imprifonment,  wherein 
he  hath  not  taken  one  refre filing  view  of  eternity  .'  I 
had  rather  die  in  this  man's  condition  than  in  the  cafe 
of  him  that  hath  the  mod  eminent  gifts,  and  is  molt, 
admired  for  parts  and  duty,  whofe  heart  is  not  taken 
up  with  God.  The  man  that  Chrift  will  find  out  at 
the  laft  day,  and  condemn  for  want  of  a  wee!  ting.. 
garment,  will  be  he  that  wants  this  frame  of  hearts 
The  queftion  will  not  then  be,  how  much  you  have 
known  or  talked?  but  how  much  you  have  loved,  and 
where  your  heart  was?  Why  then,  as  you  would  have* 
a  fure  proof  of  your  title  to  glory,  labour  to  get  your 
hearts  above.  God  will  acknowledge  you  love  him, 
when  he  fees  your  hearts  are  fet  upon  him.  Get  but 
your  hearts  once  truly  in  heaven,  and  without  all  quef~. 
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tion,  yourfelves  will  follow.  If  fin  and  Satan  keep  not 
ihence  your  atfe&ions,  they  will  never  be  able  to  keep 
away  your  perfons. 

2.  Confider,  a  heavenly  mind  is  a  joyful  mind:  this 
is  the  nearefl  and  the  truefl  way  to  comfort;  and  with- 
out this  you  mud  needs  be  uncomfortable.  Can  a  man 
be  at  the  fire,  and  not  be  warm,  or  in  the  fun-fhine, 
and  not  have  light  ?  Can  your  hearts  be  in  heaven, 
and  not  have  comfort?  Whit  could  make  fuch  frozen 
.  fortable  chriflians,  but  living  fo  far  as  they  do 
fror.i  heaven  ?  And  what  makes  others  fo  warm  in 
its,  but  their  frequent  acccfs  fo  near  to  God  P 
When  the  fun  in  the  fpring  draws  near  our  prrt  of  the 
earth,  how  do  all  things  congratulate  its  approach  ? 
The.  earth  looks  green,  and  catieth  off  her  mourning 
habit  ;  the  trees  {hoot  forth  ;  the  plants  revive  ;  the 
birds  fing !  the  face  of  all  things  fmiles  upon  us,  and 
all  the  creatures  below  rejoice.  If  we  would  but  keep 
our  hearts  above,  what  a  fpring  would  be  within  us, 
and  all  our  graces  be  frefh  3nd  green  !  How  would 
the  face  of  our  louls  be  changed,  and  all  that  is  within 
us  rejoice!  How  fhould  we  forget  our  winter  forrovvs, 
and  withdraw  our  fouls  from  our  i?.d  retirements! 
How  early  fhould  we  rile  (as  thofe  birds  in  the  fpring) 
to  fing  the  praife  of  our  great  Creator  !  O  chriitiqn, 
get  above  :  believe  it,  that  region  is  warmer  than  this 
below.  Thofe  who  have  been  there  have  found  it  fo, 
and  thofe  that  have  come  thence  have  told  us  fo  ;  and 
I  doubt  not  but  thou  haft:  fometimes  tried  it  thylelf. 
I  dare  appeal  to  thy  own  experience:  when  is  it  that 
thou  haft  larged  comforts?  Is  it  not  after  fuch  an 
excrcife  as  this,  when  thou  had  got  up  thy  heart,  and 
converfed  with  God,  and  talked  with  ihe  inhabitants 
of  the  higher  world,  and  viewed  the  manfions  of  the 
faints  and  angeh,  and  filled  thy  foul  with  the  fore- 
thoughts of  glory  ?  If  thou  knoweft  by  experience 
what  this  practice  is,  I  dare  fay  thou  knoweft  what 
fpiritual  joy  is.  If  it  be  the  countenance  of  God  that 
fills  us  with  joy,  then  they  that  mod  behold  it,  muft 
be  fulled  of  thefe  joys.  If  you  never  tried  this,  nor 
lived  this  life  of  heavenly  contemplation,  I  do  not  won- 
der that  you  walk  uncomfortably,  and  know  not  what 

the 
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the  joy  of  the  faints  menns.  Can  you  have  comforts 
from  God,  and  never  think  of  him  ?  Can  heaven  re- 
joice you  when  you  do  not  remember  it  ?  Doth  any 
thing  in  the  world  glad  you,  when  you  think  not  on 
it  ?  Whom  Oiould  we  bLme  then,  tint  we  are  fo  void 
of  confobtion,  but  our  own  negligent  unfkilful  hearts? 
God  hath  provided  us  a  crown  of  glory,  and  promiied 
to  let  it  fhortly  on  our  heads,  and  we  will  not  io  much 
as  think  of  it  :  lie  holcJeth  it  out  to  us,  and  biddeth  us 
behold  and  rejoice  :  and  we  will  not  io  much  as  look, 
at  it.  Whnt  a  per.verfe  courfe  is  this,  both  againft  God 
and  our  own  jo;  s  ! 

I  confefs,  though  in  flefnly  things  the  prefenting  a 
comforting  ohjeft  is  fufTicient  to  produce  an  anfwer- 
able  delight,  yet  in  fpuitaak  we  are  more  difiblcd  : 
God  muft  give  the  joy  itfeif,  as  well  as  afford  us  mat- 
ter for  joy  :  but  yet  withal,  it.  mull  be  remembered, 
that  God  doth  work  upon  us  as  men,  and  in  a  rational 
way  doth  raife  our  comforts  :  he  enableth  and  exciteth 
us  to  mind  thefe  delighful  objects,  and  from  thence  to 
gather  our  own  comforts  :  therefore,  he  that  is  mod 
fkilful  in  this  gathering  art,  is  ufually  the  fulled  of 
fpiritual  fwer.tnefs. 

It  is  by  believing  that  we  are  filled  with  joy  and 
peace ;  and  no  longer,  than  we  continue  our  believing. 
It  is  in  hope  that  the  faints  rejoice,  yea,  in  this  hope  of 
the  glory  of  God  ;  and  no  longer  than  they  continue 
hoping.  And  here  let  me  warn  you  of  a  dangerous 
fnare,  an  opinion  which  will  rob  you  of  all  your  com- 
fort :  lbme  think,  if  they  fhould  thus  fetch  in  their  joy 
by  believing  and  hoping,  and  work  it  out  of  fcripture- 
promiles  by  their  own  thinking  and  ftudying,  then  it 
would  be  a  comfort  only  of  their  own  hammering  out 
(as  they  lay)  and  not  the  genuine  joy  of  the  Holy  GhofL 
A  defperate  miftake,  railed  upon  a  ground  that  would 
overthrow  almoft  all  duty,  as  well  as  this;  which  is 
their  fettmg  the  workings  of  God's  Spirit  ami  their 
own  fpirits  in  oppohtion,  when  their  fpirits  mull  (land 
in  lubordmation  to  God's:  they  are  conjunct  catifeSj 
co-operating  to  the  producing  of  one  and  the  fame  eifech 
God's-  Spirit  worketh  our  comfort*,  by  fetting  our  own 
fpirits  at  work  upon  the  promiies,  and  raifing  our 
U   2  thoughts 
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thoughts  to  the  place  of  our  own  comforts.  As  you 
would  delight  a  covetous  man  by  (hewing  him  money, 
or  a  voluptuous  man  with  flefhly  delights  ;  lb  God 
lifeth  to  delight  his  people,  by  taking  them  as  it  were 
by  the  hand,  and  leading  them  into  heaven,  and  fhew- 
ing  them  himiiif,  and  their  Reft  with  Him.  God 
uleth  not  to  calt  in  our  joys  while  we  are  idle,  or 
taken  up  with  other  things.  It  is  true,  he  fometimes 
doth  it  fuddenly,  but  ufually  in  the  aforefaid  order : 
and  his  fometimes  fudden,  extraordinary  carting  of 
comforting  thoughts  into  our  hearts,  fhould  be  fo  far 
from  hindering  our  endeavours  in  a  meditating  way,  that 
it  fhould  be  a  fingular  motive  to  quicken  us  to  it  ; 
even  as  a  tafte  given  us  of  fome  cordial,  will  make  us 
defire  and  leek  the  reft.  God  feedeth  not  faints  as 
birds  do  their  young,  bringing  it  to  them,  and  putting 
it  into  their  mouth,  while  they  lie  ftill  in  the  neft,  and 
only  gape  to  receive  it :  but  as  he  giveth  to  man  the 
fiuits  of  the  earth,  the  increafe  of  our  land  in  corn 
and  wine,  while  we  plough  and  fow,  and  weed,  and 
water,  and  dung,  and  drels,  and  then  with  patience 
expect  his  bleiiing  ;  fo  doth  he  give  the  joys  of  the 
foul.  Yet  I  deny  npt,  that  if  any  fhould  think,  to  work 
out  his  own  comforts  by  meditation,  and  to  attempt 
the  work  in  his  own  ftrengtb,  the  work  would  prove 
to  be  like  the  workman,  and  the  comfort  he  would 
gather  would  be  like  both  ;  even  mere  vanity  ;  ev»n 
as  the  hufbandman's  labour,  without  the  fun  and  rain, 
and  bleilinq;  of  God. 

So  then  vou  may  eafily  fee,  that  clofe  meditation  on 
the  matter  and  caule  of  your  joy,  is  God's  way  to  pro- 
duce folid  joy.  For  my  part,  if  I  fhould  find  my  joy 
of  another  kind,  I  fhould  be  very  prone  to  doubt  of 
its  fincerity.  If  I  find  a  great  deal  of  comfort,  and 
know  not  h<y\vit  came,  nor  upon  what  rational  ground 
it  was  raifed,  nor  what  confiderations  feed  and  con- 
tinue it,  I  fhould  be  ready  to  queftion  whether  this  be 
from  God.  Our  love  to  God  fhould  not  be  like  that 
of  fond  lovers,  who  love  violently,  but  they  know 
not  why.  I  think  a  chriftian's  joy  fhould  be  rational 
joy,  and  not  to  rejoice  and  know  not  why.  In  fome 
extraordinary  cafe,  God  may  caft  in  fuch  an  extra- 
z  •         ordinary 
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ordinary  kind  of  joy  ;  yet  it  is  not  his  ufual  way.  And 
if  you  obferve  the  experience  of  fome  chriftians,  you  will 
find,  that  their  happinefs  greatly  depends  upon  extra* 
ordinary  joys  ;  when  there  ecftacies  ere  ablcnt,  their 
minds  are  vafioufLy  toded.  and  inccnflmlly  tempered  : 
when  they  meet  with  fuch  joys,  then  they  are  cheerful 
and  lifted  up  ;  but  becaure  they  are  ufually  flhojl  lived, 
therefore  they  are  (1  raight  as  low  as  he!!.  And  thus  they 
are  toflcd  as  a  vcllel  at  fea,  up  and  down,  but  flill  in 
extremes:  whereas,  alas!  God  is  moft  c<~  nftan*.  Chiift 
the    fame,    heaven  the  fame,   and  the  prorj  me  ; 

and  if  we  took  the  ii^ht  courfe  for  fetching  in  our 
comforts  from  thefe,  hue  our  comforts  would  be  more 
fettled  and  conftant,  though  not  always  the  feme. 
Whoever  thou  art  therefore  that  rcadeil  thefe  lines,  I 
intreat  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  as  thou 
valued  the  life  of  conflant  joy,  and  that  good  con- 
fcience  which  is  a  continual  feaft,  that  thcu  wouldft 
Jerioufly  fet  upon  this  work,  and  learn  the  an  of  hea- 
venly-mindednefs,  and  thou  fhalt  find  the  incrcafe  an 
hundred  fold. 

3.  Confider  a  heart  in  heaven  will  be  a  mod  excel- 
lent prefervative  againft  temptations,  and  a  poweiful 
mean  to  fave  the  conference  from  the  wounds  of  fin  : 
God  can  prevent  our  finning,  though  we  be  carelefc, 
and  fometimes  doth  j  but  this  is  not  his  ufual  courfe  j 
nor  is  this  our  fa f c ft  way  to  efcape.  When  the  mind 
is  either  idle,  or  ill  employed,  the  devil  needs  not  a 
greater  advantage  ;  if  he  find  but  the  mind  empty, 
there  is  room  for  any  thing  that  he  will  bring  in  ;  but 
when  he  finds  the  heart  in  heavn,  what  hope  that  his 
motions  fhould  take  ?  Let  him  entice  to  any  for- 
bidden courfe,  the  foul  will  return  Nehemiah's  anfwer, 
J  am  doing  a  great  work,  and  cannct  come.  Neh.  vi.  3. 
Several  ways  will  this  preferve  us  againfl  temptation. 
Firft,  By  keeping  the  heart  employed.  Secondly,  By 
clearing  the  underftanding,  and  confirming  the  will. 
Thirdly,  By  pre-pofleillng  the  affections.  Fourthly, 
By  keeping  us  in  the  way  of  God's  blefEng. 

Firft,  By  keeping  the  heart  employed :  when  we 
are  idle,  we  tempt  the  devil  to  tempt  us,  as  it  is  an 
encouragement  to  a  thief,  to  fee  your  doors  open,  and 
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no  perfon  within;  and  as  we  ufe  to  fay,  "  careldfs  per- 
fons  make  thieves;"  fo  it  will  encourage  Satan,  to 
find  your  hearts  idle  :  but  when  the  heart  is  taken  up 
with  God,  it  cannot  have  time  to  hearken  to  tempta- 
tions ;  it  cannot  have  time  to  be  luflful  and  wanton, 
ambitious  or  worldly. 

If  you  were  but  bufied  in  your  lawful  callings,  y«u 
would  not  be  fo  ready  to  hearken  to  temptations  : 
much  lefs  if  you  were  bufied  above  with  God.  WilL 
you  leave  your  plough  and  harveft  in  the  field  ?  Or  leave 
the  quenching  of  a  fire  in  your  houfes  to  run  hunting 
of  butterflies  ?  Would  a  judge  rife  when  he  is  fitting 
upon  life  and  death,  to  go  and  play  among  the  boys 
in  the  ftreets  ?  No  more  will  a  chriftian,  when  h«  is 
bufy  with  God,  give  ear  to  the  alluring  charms  of 
Satan.  The  love  of  God  is  never  idle ;  it  worketh 
great  things  where  it  truly  is  ;  and  when  it  will  not 
work,  it  is  not  love.  Therefore,  being  thus  flill  work- 
ing,  it  is  flill  preferving. 

Secondly,  A  heavenly  mind  is  freefl  from  fin,  be- 
caufe  it  is  of  cleared  underflanding  in  fpiritual  matters. 
A  man  that  is  much  converfing  above,  hath  clearer  and 
more  lively  ?pprehenfions  of  things  concerning  God  and 
his  foul,  than  any  reading  or  learning  C3n  beget  :  tho* 
perhaps  he  may  be  ignorant  in  divers  contrcverfies, 
and  matters  that  lefs  concern  falvation  :  yet  thofe  truths 
which  muft  eftablifh  his  foul,  and  preferve  him  from 
temptation,  he  knows,  far  better  than  the  greateft  fcho- 
lars :  he  hath  fo  deep  an  infight  into  the  evil  of  fin, 
the  vanity  of  the  creature,  the  brutifhnefs  of  fenfual 
delights,  that  temptations  have  little  power  on  him  ^ 
for  thefe  earthly  vanities  are  Satan's  baits,  which,  with 
the  clear-fighted,  have  loft  their  force.  In  vain  (faith 
Solomon)  the  net  is  fpread  in  the  fight  of  any  bird  :  and 
in  vain  doth  Satan  lay  his  fnares  to  entrap  the  foul  that 
plainly  fees  them.  When  the  heavenly  mind  is  above 
with  God,  he  may  from  thence  diicern  every  danger 
that  lies  below  :  nav,  if  he  did  not  difcover  the  fnare, 
yet  were  he  likelier  to  efcape  it  than  any  others.  A 
net  or  bait  that  is  laid  on  the  ground,  is  unlikely  to 
catch  the  bird  that  flies  in  the  air  ;  while  fhe  keeps 
above,  fhe  is  out  of  the  danger,   and  the  higher  the 
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fafer  ;  fo  itis  with  us.  Satan's  temptations  are  laid  on 
the  earth,  earth  is  the  place,  and  earth  is  the  ordinary 
bait:  how  fhall  thefe  enfnare  the  chriftian,.  who  hath 
left  the  earth,  and  walks  with  God  ? 

Do  you  not  fenfibly  perceive,  that  when  your  hearts 
are  ferioufly  fixed  on  heaven,  you  become  wifer  than 
before  ?  Are  not  your  underftandmgs  more  folid  ;  and 
your  thoughts  more  fober  2  Have  you  not  truer  ap- 
prehenfions  of  things  than  you  had?  For  my  own 
part,  if  I  ever  be  wife,  it  is  when  I  have  been  much 
above,  and  ferioufly  ftudied  the  life  to  come :  me- 
thinks  I  find  my  underftanding,  after  fueh  contempla- 
tions, as  much  to  differ  from  what  it  was  before,  as 
before  I  differed  from  a  fool  or  an  idiot  :  when  my 
underftanding  is  weakened  and  befooled  with  common 
employments,  and  with  converfing  long  with  the  vanities 
below,  methinks  a  few  fober  thoughts  of  my  Father's 
houfe,  and  the  bleffed  provifion  of  his  family  in  hea- 
ven, make  me  (with  the  prodigal)  to  come  to  myfelf 
again.  Surely  when  a  Chriftian  withdraws  himielf 
from  his  earthly  thoughts,  and  begins  to  converfe  with 
God  in  heaven,  he  is  a  Nebuchadnezzar,  taken  from 
the  beads  of  the  field  to  the  throne,  and  his  under- 
ftanding returneth  to  him  again.  O,  when  a  chriftian 
hath  had  but  a  glimpfe  of  eternity,  and  then  looks 
down  on  the  world  again  !  How  doth  he  lay  to  his 
laughter,  Thou  art  mad  !  and  to  his  vain  mirth,  What 
dceji  thou  ?  How  could  he  even  tear  his'  flefh,  and  take 
revenge  on  himfelf  for  his  folly  !  How  venly  doth  he 
think  that  there  is  no- man  in  Bedlam  fo  mad,  as  wilful 
finners,  and  lazy  betrayers  of  their  own  fouls,  and  un- 
worthy flighters  of  Chrift  and  glory. 

Do  you  not  think  (except  men  are  ftark  devils)  that 
it  would  be  a  haruer  matter  to  entice  a  man  to  fin, 
when  he  lies  a  dying,  than  it  was  before  ?  If  the 
devil,  or  his  inftruments,  fhculd  then  tell  him  of  a  cup 
of  fack,  of  merry  company,  or  of  a  ftage-play,  do  you 
think  he  would  then  be  fo  taken  with  the  motion  ?  If 
he  fhould  then  tell  him  of  riches,  or  honours,  or  fhew 
him  cards  or  dice,  or  a  whore,  would  the  temptarion, 
think  you,  be  as  ftrong  as  before  ?  Would  he  not 
anfwer,  Alas  !  what  is  all  this  to  me,  who  muft  pre- 
fcntly  appear  before  God,  and  give  accouitf  of  all  my 
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life,  and  ftraightways  be  in  another  world  ?  Why,  if 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  nearnefs  of  eternity  will  work 
fuch  ftrange  effects  upon  tlie  ungodly,  and  mako  them 
wifer  than  to  be  deceived  fo  eahly,  as  they  were  wont 
to  be  in  time  of  health  ;  what  effects  would  it  work  in 
thee,  if  thou  couldft  always  dwell  in  the  views  of 
God,  and  in  lively  thoughts  of  thine  everlafting  (late  ? 
Surely,  a  believer,  if  he  improves  his  faith,  may  have 
truer  apprehenfions  of  the  life  to  come,  in  the  time  of 
his  health,  than  an  unbeliever  hath  at  the  hour  of  his 
death. 

Thirdly,  A  heavenly  mind  is  fortified  againft  temp- 
tations, becaufe  the  affections  are  pre-poffefled  with 
the  delights  of  another  world.  When  the  foul  is  not 
Effected  with  good,  though  the  underftanding  never  fo 
clearly  apprehend  the  truth,  it  is  ealy  for  Satan  to 
entice  that  foul.  Mere  fpeculations,  be  they  ever  fo 
true,  which  link  not  into  the  affections,  are  poor  pre- 
fervatives  apainft  temptations.  He  that  loves  rn^ft, 
aftd  hot  he  that  knows  rnoft,  will  mod  eafily  refill  the 
motions  of  fin.  There  is  in  a  chnftian  a  kind  of  fpnitual 
fenfe,  whereby  he  knows  thefe  things,  befides  his  mere 
reafoning  power  ;  the  will  cloth  as  fweetly  relifli  go.odU 
nefs,  as  the  underftanding  doth  truth:  and  here  lies 
much  of  a  ehriftiairs  ftrengih.  If  you  fhould  difputc 
with  a  fimple  man,  and  labour  to  perfuade  him  that 
fugar  is  not  fweet,  or  that  worm-wood  is  not  bitter  ; 
perhaps  you  might  by  fophiftry,  over- argue  his  mere 
reafon,  but  yet  you  could  not  perfuade  him  againft  his 
fenfe;  whereas  a  man  that  hath  loft  his  tafle,  is  more 
eafily  deceived  for  all  his  reafon.  So  it  is  here.  When 
thou  haft  had  a  frefn  delightful  tafte  of  heaven,  thou 
wilt  not  be  fo  eafily  perfuaded  from  it:  yc  u  cannot 
perfuade  a  very  child  to  part  with  his  apple,  while  the 
tafte  of  it's  (weetnefs  is  yet  in  his  mouth. 

O  that  you  would  be  perfuaded  to  be  much  in  feeding 
on  the  hidden  manna,  and  to  be  frequently  tailing  the 
delights  of  heaven.  It  is  true,  it  is  a  great  way  off 
from  our  fenfe,  but  faith  can  reach  as  far  as  there. 
How  would  this  raife  thy  refolutions,  and  make  thee 
laugh  at  the  fooleries  of  the  world,  and  fcorn  to  be 
cheated  with  fuch  childifh  toys i     What  if  the  devil 

had 
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had  let  upon  Paul  when  he  was  in  the  third  heaven  ? 
Could  he  then  have  perfuaded  his  heart  to  the  plea- 
sures, or  profits,  or  honours  of  the  world?  Though 
the  Ifraelites  below  may  be  enticed  to  idolatry,  and 
from  eating  and  drinking  rife  up  to  play  ;  yet  Mole? 
in  the  mount  with  God  will  not  do  fo  :  and  if  they 
had  been  where  he  was,  and  had  but  feen  what  he 
there  faw,  perhaps  they  would  not  foeafily  have  tinned. 
O,  if  we  could  keep  our  fouls  continually  delighted 
with  the  fweetnefs  above,  with  what  diiuain  ihould  w« 
fpit  at  the  bails  of  fin  ? 

Fourthly,  Whilft  the  heart  is  fet  on  heaven,  a  man 
is  under  God's  protection  ;  and  therefore  if  Satan  then 
aflault  him,  God  is  more  engaged  for  his  defence. 

Let  me  intreat  thee  then,  if  thou  be  a  man  that  is 
haunted  with  temptation  (as  doubtlcfs  thou  art,  if  thou 
be  a  man,)  if  thou  perceive  thy  danger,  and  would  fain 
efcape  it ;  uie  much  this  powerful  remedy,  keep  cloi'e 
with  God  by  a  heavenly  mind  ;  and  when  the  temp- 
tation comes,  go  flraight  to  heaven,  and  turn  thy 
thoughts  to  higher  things;  thou  {halt  find  this  a  furer 
help  than  the  other.  Follow  your  bufinels  above  with 
Chrift,  and  keep  your  thoughts  t«  their  heavenly  em- 
ployment, and  you  fooner  will  this  way  vanquifn  the 
temptation,  than  if  you  argued  or  talked  it  out  with 
the  tempter. 

4.  Confider,  The  diligent  keeping  of  your  hearts 
on  heaven,  will  prefervc  the  vigour  of  all  your  graces,, 
and  put,  life  into  your  duties.  It  is  the  heavenly 
chriftian,  that  is  the  lively  chrifti  :n  ;  it  IS  our  ftrange- 
Kefs  to  heaven  that  makes  us  fo  dull ;  it  is  the  end  that 
quickens  all  the  means;  and  the  more  frequently  and 
clearly  this  end  is  beheld,  the  mere  vigorous  will  all 
our  motions  be.  How  doth  it  make  men  unweariedly 
labour,  and  fearlefsly  venture,  when  they  do  but  think 
on  the  gainful  prize?  How  will  the  foldier  hazard  his 
life?  and  the  mariner  pafs  through  dorms  and  waves? 
How  cheerfully  do  they  com  pais  fea  and  land,  when 
they  think  of  an  uncertain  perilhing  treafure?  O, 
what  life  then  would  it  put  into  a  chriftian's  endeavours, 
if  he  would  frequently  think  of  his  everlafting  trea- 
fure ?     We  run  fo  {lowly,   and  ftrivc  lb  lazily,  becauie 
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we  fo  lii tie  mind  the  prize.  When  a  chnftian  hath 
been  taking  the  hidden  manna,  and  drinkir.g  of  the 
ftreams  of  the  paradiie  of  God,  what  life  doth  this  put 
into  him  ?  How  fervent  will  his  fpirit  be  in  prayer, 
when  lie  confiders  that  he  prays  for  no  lels  than 
hea  v 

Obferve  but  the  man  who  is  much  in  heaven,  and 
you  will  fee  he  is  not  like  others  :  there  is  fomewhat 
cf  that  which  he  hath  fees  above,  appeareth  in  all  his 
duty  and  converiation  ;  nay,  take  but  the  fame  man 
immediately  when  he  is  returned  from  thefe  views  of 
btils,  and  you  may  eafiiy  perceive  he  excels  himlelf. 
If  he  is  a  preacher,  how  heavenly  are  his  fermons  ? 
What  clear  descriptions,  what  high  exprefiions  hath  he 
of  that  reft  ?  If  he  be  a  private  chriftian,  what  hea- 
venly conference  ?  What  heavenly  prayers?  Whatan 
heavenly  carriage  hath  he  ?  May  you  not  even  hear 
in  a  preacher's  fermons,  or  in  the  private  duties  of 
another,- when  they  have  been  mofl  above?  When 
Mofes  had  been  with  God  in  the  mount,  it  made  his 
face  fhine,  that  the  people  could  not  behold  him.  If 
you  would  but  fet  upon  this  employment,  even  fo 
would  it  be  with  you  :  men  would  fee  the  face  of  your 
converiation  fhine,  and  fay,  Surely  he  hath  been  with 
God  ! 

It  is  true,  a  heavenly  nature  goes  before  this  hea- 
venly employment ;  but  yet  the  work  will  make  it 
more  heavenly  :  There  rauft  be  life,  before  we  can 
feed  ;  but  our  life  is  continued  and  increafed  by  feed- 
JDg.  Therefore,  let  me  inform  thee,  if  thou  lie  com- 
plaining of  deadnefs  and  dullnefs,  that  thou  canft  not 
love  Chrift,  nor  rejoice  in  his  love  ;  that  thou  haft  no 
life  in  prayer,  nor  any  other  duty,  and  yet  neglecteft 
this  quickening  courfe,  or  at  leaf!  art  carelefs  and  incon- 
ftant  in  it  ;  thou  art  the  caufe  of  thy  own  complaints  ; 
thou  dulleft  thine  own  heart,  thou  denied  thytelf  that 
life  which  thou  talked  of.  Js  not  thy  life  hid  with 
Chrift  in  God  ?  Whither  mud  thou  go  but  to  Chrift 
for  it ;  and  where  is  that,  but  to  heaven,  where  he  is  ? 
"  Thou  wilt  not  come  to  Chrift  that  thou  mayeft  have 
life."  If  thou  wouldft  have  light  and  heat,  why  art 
thou  then  not  more  in  the  fun-fiiine  ?*  If  thou  wouldft 
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have  more  of  that  grace  which  flows  from  Chrift,  why 
art  thou  not  more  with  Chrift  for  it  ?  Thy  flrength  is 
in  heaven,  and  thy  life  in  heaven,  and  thence  thou  muft 
daily  fetch  it,  if  thou  wilt  have  it.  For  want  of  this 
recourfe  to  heaven,  thy  foul  is  as  a  candle  that  is  not 
lighted,  and  thy  duties  as  a  facnfice  which  hath  no 
fire. 

Fetch  one  coal  daily  from  this  altar,  and  fee"  if  thy 
offering  will  not  burn.  Light  thy  candle  at  this  flame, 
and  feed  it  daily  with  oil  from  hence,  and  fee  if  it  will 
not  gloriouily  fliinc  :  keep  dole  to  this  reviving  fire, 
and  fee  if  thy  a  He  ft  Ions  will  not  be  warmer.  Thou  be- 
waileft  thy  want  of  love  to  God  (and  well  thou  mayeff, 
for  it  is  a  heinous  crime,  a  killing  fin  ;)  why,  lift  up  the 
eye  of  faith  to  heaven,  behold  his  beauty,  contemplate 
his  excellencies,  and  fee  whether  his  amiablenefs  will 
not  fire  thy  affections,  nncl  his  goodnefs  ravifh  thy  heart. 
As  the  eye  doth  excite  the  fenfual  affections,  by  gazing 
on  alluring  objects ;  lb  doth  the  eye  of  faith  in  medita- 
tion, inflame  our  affections  towards  our  Lord,  by  gaz- 
ing on  that  higheft  beauty.  Whoever  thou  art,  thou 
a  itrangcr  to  this  employment,  be  thy  parts  and  profef- 
fion  ever  fo  great,  if  thou  fpendeft  thy  life  but  m 
trifling  and  idlenefs  ;  thou  !eemeft  to  live,  but  thou 
art  dead  :  1  may  fay  of  thee,  as  Seneca  of  idle  Varica, 
Sets  latere,  vivere  nej'cis  j  M  thou  knoweft  how  to 
lurk  in  idlenels,  but  how  to  live  thou  knoweft  not." 
And  as  the  fame  Seneca  would  fay,  when  he  paffed  by 
that  iluggard's  dwelling,  Ibi  fttus  ejt  Varica  ;  fo  it  may 
be  faid  of  thee,  there  lies  iuch  a  one,  but  not  there 
lives  fuch  aone,  for  thou  fpendeft  thy  days  more  like 
the  dead  than  the  living.  One  of  Draco's  laws  to  the 
Athenians  was.  that  he  who  was  convicted  of  idlenefs, 
mould  be  put  to  death-:  thou  doll  execute  this  on  thy 
own  foul,  whilft  by  thy  tdlenefl  thou  deflroyeit  its 
life. 

Thou  mayeft  many  other  ways  exercife  thy  parts, 
but  this  is  the  way  to  exercife  thy  graces  :  they  all 
come  from  God  as  their  fountain,  and  lead  to  God  as 
their  end,  and  are  exercifed  on  God  as  their  chief 
object  :  fo  that  God  is  their  all  in  ail.  From  heaven 
they  come,  and  to  heaven  they  will  direct  and  move 
thee.     And  as  exercife  maintaineth  appetite,  flrength 

and 
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tind  livelincfs  to  the  body  :  fo  doth  it  alfo  to  the  foul. 
Ufe  limbs  and  ha<ve  limbs,  is  the  known  proverb.  And 
ufe  grace  and  fpirkual  life  in  thefe  heavenly  exercifes, 
and  you  (hall  find  it  quickly  caufe  their  increafe.  The 
cxercife  of  your  mere  abilities  of  fpeech  will  not  much 
advantage  your  graces  ;  bet  the  exercife  of  thofe  hea- 
venly gifts,  will  inconceivably  help  the  growth  of 
both  :  for  as  the  moon  is  then  moil  full  and  glerious, 
when  it  doth  moll  directly  face  the  fun  ;  (o  will  your 
fouls  be  both  in  gifts  and  graces,  when  you  moft  nearly 
view  the  face  of  God.  This  will  feed  your  tongue 
with  matter,  and  make  you  abound  and  overflow,  both 
in  preaching,  praying,  and  conferring.  Befides  the  fire 
which  you  fetch  from  heaven  for  your  facrifkes,  is  no 
falfe  or  ftrange  fire  :  as  your  liveliness  will  be  much 
more ;    fo  it  will  be  alfo  more  fincere. 

The  zeal  which  is  kindled  by  your  meditations  on 
heaven,  is  moft  likely  to  prove  a  heavenly  zeal ;  and 
the  livelinefs  of  the  fpirit  which  you  fetch  from  the 
face  of  God,  mull  needs  be  the  divineft  life.  Some 
men's  fervency  is  drawn  only  from  their  books,  and 
fome  from  flinging  afflictions,  and  fome  from  the  mouth 
of  a  moving  minifler,  and  feme  from  the  encourage- 
ment of  an  attentive  auditory  ;  but  he  that  knows  his 
way  to  heaven,  and  derives  it  daily  from  the  pure 
Fountain,  fhall  have  his  foul  revived  with  the  water  of 
life,  and  enjoy  that  quickening  which  is  the  faints 
peculiar  privilege.  By  this  faith  thou  mayeft  offer 
Abel's  facrifice,  more  excellent  than  that  of  common 
men,  and  by  it  obtain  witnefs  that  thou  art  righteous, 
God  tejiifying  of  thy  gifts,  Heb.  xi.  4,  when  others  are 
ready,  as  Baal's  priefis,  to  beat  themfelves,  and  cut 
their  flefh,  becaufe  their  facrifice  will  not  burn  :  then 
if  thou  canfl  but  get  the  fpirit  of  Elias,  and  in  the  cha- 
riot of  contemplation  foar  aloft  till  thou  approached 
near  to  the  quickening  Spirit,  thy  foul  and  facrifice 
will  glorioufly  flame,  though  the  flefh  and  the  world 
fhould  call  upon  them  the  water  of  all  their  enmity. 
Say  not  now,  How  fhall  we  get  fo  high  ?  Or  how  can 
mortals  afcend  to  heaven  ?  For  faith  hath  wings,  and 
meditation  is  its  chariot ;  its  office  is  to  make  abfent 
things  as  prefent.  Do  you  not  fee  how  a  little  piece 
of  glafs,  if  it  do  but  rightly  face  the  fun,  will  fo  con- 
trad 
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tracl:  its  beams  and  heat,  as  to  fet  on  fire  that  which  is 
:behind  it,  which  without  it  would  have  received  but 
little  warmth  ?  Why,  thy  faith  is  as  burning  glafs  to 
thy  facrifice,  and  meditation  fets  it  to  face  the  fun  ; 
only  take  it  not  away  too  foon,  but  hold  it  there  awhile, 
and  thy  foul  will  feel  the  happy  eifeft. 

If  we  could  get  to  the  Holy  of  Holies,  and  bring 
thence  the  name  and  imaq;e  of  God,  and  get  it  clofed 
■up  in  our  hearts,  this  would  enable  us  to  work  wonder^ 
every  duty  we  performed  would  be  z  wonder ;  and 
■they  that  heard  would  be  ready  to  (ay,  Never  man 
Tpake  as  this  man  fpeaketh.  The  Spirit  would  pofTcfi 
us,  as  thofe  ilaming  tongues,  and  make  every  one  of  u< 
fpeak  (not  in  the  variety  of  the  confounded  languages, 
•but)  in  the  primitive,  pure  language  of  Canaan,  the 
wonderful  v/orks  of  God.  We  lhould  then  be  in  every 
fiiuty,  whether  prayer,  exhortation,  or  brotherly  reproof, 
as  Paul  was  at  Athens,  when  his  fpirit  was  lbirred 
within  him;  and  we  ihould  be  ready  to  fay,  as  Jeremiah 
did,  Jer.  xx.  9,  "  His  word  was  in  my  heart  as  a 
burning  fire  {hut  up  in  my  benes ;  and  J.  was  weary 
with  forbearing,  and  I  could  not  Hay.*' 

Christian  reader,  art  thou  not  thinking  when  tho» 
feeit.  a  lively  believer,  and  heareit  his  melting  prayers, 
and  ravifhing  difcoarfe  ?  O  how  happy  a  man  is  this  ! 
O  that  my  foul  were  in  his  ftate !  Why,  1  here  direel 
and  advife  thee  from  God.  Try  this  cocrfe,  and  fet 
thy  foul  to  this  work,  and  thou  fnalt  be  in  as  good  a 
cafe.  Wafh  thee  frequently  in  this  Jordan,  and  thy 
dead  foul  (hall  revive,  and  thou  malt  know  there  is  a 
God  in  lfrael ;  and  that  thcu  mayeit  live  a  vigorous 
and  joyful  life.  If  thou  truly  value  this  ftrong  and  aclive 
frame  of  fpirit,  ibew  it  by  the  prefent  attempting  this 
heavenly  exercife.  Thcu  hail  heard  the  way  to  obtai* 
this  life  in  thy  foul,  and  in  thy  duties,  but  if  thou  wilt 
yet  negle&  it,  blame  thyfelf. 

But  alas,  the  multitude  cf  profe/Tors  come  to  a  Btt* 
rifter,  jult  as  Naaman  came  to  Elilha;  they  aik  us,  How 
fhall  1  overcome  a  hard  heart,  and  get  ftrength  of  life 
and  grace  ?  But  they  expeel  that  fome  eafy  means 
ihould  do  it ;  and  think  we  mould  cure  them  with  the 
very  anfwer  to  their  queftion,  and  teach  them  a 
to  be  quickly  well;  but  when  they  hear  of  a  daily 
X  trading 
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trading  in  heaven,  and  conftant  meditation  on  the  joys 
above  :  this  is  a  greater  tafk  than  they  expe&ed,  and 
they  turn  their  backs,  as  Naaman  on  Elifha,  or  the 
young  man  on  Chrift.  Will  not  preaching,  and  pray- 
ing, and  conference  ferve  (fay  they)  without  this 
dwelling  ftill  in  heaven  ?  J  intreat  thee,  reader,  be- 
ware of  this  folly  ;  fall  to  the  work  :  the  comfort  of 
fpiritual  health  will  countervail  all  the  trouble.  It  is 
but  the  flefh  that  repines,  which  thou  knoweft  w$ 
never  a  friend  to  thy  foul.  If  God  had  fet  thee  o« 
fome  great  work,  fhouldft  thou  not  have  done  it  for 
the  life  of  thy  foul?  How  much  more  when  he  doth 
but  invite  thee  to  come  to  himfelf  ? 

5.  Confider,  The  frequent  believing  views  of  glory 
are  the  moft  precious  cordials  in  all  afflictions.  1.  To 
fuftain  our  fpirits,  and  make  our  fufferings  far  more 
eafy,  2.  To  flay  us  from  repining.  And  3.  To 
strengthen  our  refolutions,  that  we  forfake  not  Chrift 
for  fear  of  trouble.  A  man  will  more  quietly  endure 
the  lancing  of  his  fores,  when  he  thinks  on  the  eafe 
that  will  follow.  What  then  will  not  a  believer  en- 
dure, when  he  thinks  of  the  Reft  to  which  it  tendeth  ? 
What  if  the  way  be  never  fo  rough?  Can  it  be  tedious 
if  it  lead  to  heaven?  O  fweet  hcknefs  !  Sweet  re- 
proaches, imprifonments,  or  death,  which  is  accom- 
panied with  thefe  taft.es  of  our  future  reft  !  Believe  it, 
thou  wilt  fuffer  more  heavily,  thou  wilt  die  more  fadly, 
if  tLou  haft  not  at  hand  the  foretaftes  of  this  reft.  There- 
fore as  thou  wilt  then  be  ready  with  David,  to  pray, 
Be  not  far  from  me,  for  trouble  is  near  :  fo  let  it  be  thy 
chief  care  not  to  be  far  from  God  and  heaven,  when 
trouble  is  near,  and  thou  woilt  find  him  a  <very  prefent  help 
in  trouble. 

All  fufferings  are  nothing  to  us,  as  far  as  we  have 
the  forefight  of  this  falvation.  No  bolts,  nor  bars,  nor 
diftance  of  place,  can  fhut  out  thefe  fupporting  joys, 
becaufe  they  cannot  confine  our  faith  and  thoughts, 
although  they  may  confine  our  flefh.  Chrift  and  faith 
are  fpiritual,  and  therefore  prifons  and  banifhments 
cannot  hinder  their  intercourfe.  Even  when  persecu- 
tion and  fear  have  fhut  the  doors,  Chrift  can  come  in 
and  ftand  in  the  midft,  and  fay,  Peace  be  unto  you.  It 
is  not  the  place,  that  gives  the  reft,  but  the  prefence 

and 
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and  beholding  of  Chrift  in  it.  If  the  Son  of  God  will 
walk  with  us,  we  are  fafe  in  the  midft  of  thofe  flames, 
which  fhall  devour  thofe  that  caft  us  in  ;  why  then,  keep 
thy  foul  above  with  Chiift  ;  be  as  liule  as  may  be  out 
of  his  company,  and  then  all  conditions  will  be  alike 
to  thee.  What  made  Mofes  "  choofe  affliction  with  the 
people  of  God,  rather  than  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin 
for  a  feafon  ?  He  had  refpecl  to  the  recompen-fe  of  re- 
ward." Yea,  our  Lord  himfelf  did  fetch  his  encour- 
agement to  fufterings  from  the  forefight  of  his  glory. 
"  For  to  this  end  he  both  died,  and  rofe,  and  revived, 
that  he  might  be  the  Lord  of  the  dead  and  living," 
Rom.  xiv.  9.  u  Even  Jefus  the  author  and  finilher  of 
our  faith,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him  endured 
the  crofs,  defpifmg  the  fname,  and  is  fet  down  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God." 

6.  Confider,  It  is  he  that  hath  his  converfation  in 
heaven,  who  is  the  profitable  Chriftian  to  all  about 
him  :  with  him  you  take  fweet  counfel,  and  go  up  to 
the  celeftial  houfe  of  God.  When  a  man  is  in  a  ftrange 
country,  far  from  home,  how  glad  is  he  of  the  com- 
pany of  one  of  his  own  nation  !  How  delightful  is  it 
to  them  to  talk  of  their  country,  of  their  acquaintance, 
and  the  affairs  of  their  home  !  Why,  with  a  heavenly 
Chriftian  thou  mayeit  have  fuch  difcourfe ;  for  he  hath 
been  there  in  the  Spirit,  and  can  tell  thee  of  the  glory 
and  Reft  above.  To  difcourfe  with  able  men,  of  clear 
underftandings,  about  the  difficulties  of  religion,  yea, 
about  languages  and  fciences,  is  both  pleafant  and 
profitable  ;  but  nothing  to  this  heavenly  difcourfe  of  a 
believer.  O  how  refrelhing  are  his  expreflions  !  How 
his  words  pierce  the  heart !  How  they  transform  the 
hearers  !  How  doth  "  his  doitrine  drop  as  the  rain, 
and  his  fpeech  diftil  as  the  dew,  as  the  fmall  rain  upon 
the  tender  herb,  and  as  the  (bowers  upon  the  grafs  ; 
while  his  tongue  is  exprefiing  the  name  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  afcribing  greatnefs  to  his  God  !  "  This  is  the 
man  who  is  as  Job,  ".when  the  candle  of  God  did 
Ihine  upon  his  head,  and  when  by  his  light  he  walked 
through  darknefs  :  when  the  fecret  of  God  was  upon 
his  tabernacle,  and  when  the  Almighty  was  yet  with 
him  :  then  the  ear  that  heard  him  did  blefa  him  ;  and 
the  eye  that  faw  him  gave  witnefs  to  him,"  Job  xxix. 
X  2  3> 
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3,  4,  5,  11.  Happy  the  people  that  have  a  heavenly 
minifter  :  happy  the  children  and  fervants  that  have  a 
heavenly  father  or  matter  :  happy  the  man  that  hath- 
heavenly  aflbciates :  if  they  have  but  hearts  to  know 
their  bappincfs.  This  is  the  companion,  who  will 
watch  over  thy  ways ;  who  will  ilrengthen  thee  when 
thou  art  weak  ;  who  will  cheer  thee  when  thou  art 
drooping,  and  comfort  thee  with  the  fame  comforts, 
wherewith  he  had  been  fo  often  comforted  himfelf. 
This  is  he  that  will  be  blowing  the  fpark  of  thy  fpi- 
ritual  life,  and  always  drawing  thy  foul  to  God,  and 
will  be  faying  to  thee,  as  the  Samaritan  woman,  Coma 
and  fee  one  that  hath  told  tne  alt  that,  ever  I  did,  one  that, 
hath  ravifhed  my  heart  with  his  beauty,  one  that  hath, 
loved  our  fouls  to  the  death  :  is  not  this  the  Chriit  ?.■ 
Is  not  the  knowledge  of  God  and  him  eternal  life  ?  If 
thou  travel  with  this  man  on  the  way,  he  will  be  di- 
.leaing  and  quickening  thee  in  thy  journey  to  heaven  r 
if  thou  be  buying  or  felling,  or  trading  with  him  ia 
the  world,  he  will  be  counfelling  thee  to  lay  out  fos 
the  ineitimable  treafure  :  if  thou  wrong  him,  he  caa 
pardon  thee,  remembering  that  Chrift  hath  not  only, 
pardoned  great  offences  to  him,  but  will  alfo  give  him 
his  invaluable  portion.  This  is  the  chriftian  of  the, 
right  ftamp  ;  this  is  the  fervent  that  is  like  his  Lord  y. 
thefe  be  the  innocent  that  fave  the  Land,  and  all 
about  them  are  the  better  where  they  dwell.  I  fear 
the  men  I  have  defcribed  are  very  rare  ;  but  were  it: 
not  for  our  iharneful  negligence,  fuch  men. might. wa 
ajl.be! 


CHAP.    III.. 

Q on! aim ftg  fime  Hindrance i  of-  Heavenly  Minds Jnefsi 

AS  thou  valued  the  comforts  of  a  heavenly  conver- 
fation,    I  here  charge  thee  from  God  to  beware, 
moft  carefully  of  thefe.  impsdiraents. 

1.  The  tint  is,  The  living  in  a  known  fin.  Obferve 
*his,  What  hav-oojc  will  this  make  in  thy  foul  !  O  the. 
joys  that  this  hath  dellroved !  The  bleffed  communion, 
with   God,    that  this  hath  interrupted!    The   ruins  i& 
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hath  made  amongft  men's  graces  !  The  duties  that  it 
hath  hindered  !  And  above  all  others,  it  is  an  enemy 
to  this  great  duty. 

I  defire  thee  in  the  fear  of  God  to  flay  here  a  little, 
and  fearch  thy  heart.  Art  thou  one  that  haft  ufed 
violence  with  thy  confcience  ?  Art  thou  a  wilful 
neglecler  of  known  duties,  either  public  or  private  ? 
Art  thou  a  (lave  to  thine  appetite  in  eating  or  drink- 
ing, or  to  any  other  commanding  fenfe  ?  Art  thou  a 
feeker  of  thine  own  efleem,  and  a  man  that  muft  needs 
have  men's  good  opinion  ?  Art  thou  a  peeviih  or  paf- 
fionate  perfon,  ready  to  take  lire  at  every  word,  or 
every  fuppofed  flight  ?  Art  thou  a  deceiver  of  others 
in  thy  dealings  ?  Or  one  that  hall  fet  thyfelf  to  rife  in 
the  world  ?  Not  to  fpeak  of  greater  fins,  which  all 
take  notice  of.  If  this  be  thy  cafe,  I  dare  fay,  heaven 
and  thy  foul  are  very  great  flrangers  ;  I  dare  fay,  thou 
art  feldom  with  God,  and  there  is  little  hopes  it  ihould 
be  better,  as  long  as  thou  continueft  in  thefe  tranf- 
greflions  :  thefe  beams  in  thine  eyes  will  not  fuffer  thee 
to  look  to  heaven  ;  thefe  will  be  a  cloud  between  thee 
and  God.  How  fhouldil  thou  take  comfort  from  heaven, 
who  takeft  fo  much  pleafure  in  the  lulls  of  the  flefh  ? 
Every  wilful  fin  will  be  to  thy  comforts  as  water  to 
Are  ;  when  thou  thinkeft  to  quicken  them,  this  will 
quench  them  ;  when  thy  heart  begins  to  draw  near  to 
Gcd,  this  will  prefently  fill  thee  with  doubting.  Be- 
fides  it  doth  utterly  indifpofe  thee,  and  difable  thee  to 
this  work ;  when  thou  mouldell  wind  up  thy  heart  to 
heaven,  it  is  biafTed  another  way  ;  it  is  entangled,  and 
can  no  more  afcend  in  divine  meditation,  than  the  bird 
can  fly  whofe  wings  are  dipt,  or  that  is  taken  in  the 
fnare.  Sin  doth  cut  the  very  finews  of  the  foul ;  there- 
fore I  fay  of  this  heavenly  life,  as  Mr.  Bolton  faith  of 
prayer,  "either  it  will  make  thee  leave  finning,  or  fin 
will  make  thee  leave  it,"  and  that  quickly  too  :  for 
thefe  cannot  continue  together.  If  heaven  and  hell 
can  meet  together,  then  mayeil  thou  live  in  fin,  and  in 
the  taites  of  glory.  If  therefore  thou  find  thyfelf 
guilty,  never  doubt  but  this  is  the  caufe  that  eltrangeth 
thee  from  heaven;  and  take  heed  left  it  keep  out  thee, 
as  it  keeps  out  thy  heart.  Yea,  if  thou  be  a  man  that 
Jutheno  haft  efcaped,  and  knoweft  no  reigning  fin  in 
X  3  thy 
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thy  foul,  yet  let  this  warning  move  thee  to  prevention, 
and  ftir  up.  a  dread  of  this  danger  in  thy  fpirit,  efpe- 
cially  refolve  10  keep  from  the  occafton  of  fm,  and,  as 
much  as  pofftble,  out  of  the  way  of  temptation. 

2.  A  feccnd  hindrance  carefully  to  be  avoided,  is  an 
earthly  mind  :  for  you  may  eafjy  conceive  that  this 
cannot  iland  with  a  heavenly  mind.  God  and  mam- 
mon, earth  and.  heaven,  cannot  both,  have  the  delight 
8JF  thy  heart.  This  makes  thee  like  Anfelem's  bird, 
with  a  Hone  tied  to  the  foot,  which  as  eft  as  fhe  toolc 
Bight,  did  pluck  her  to  the  earth  again.-  If  thou  be  a. 
man  that  hid  fancied  to  thylelf  fome  happinefs  to  be 
found  on,  earth%,  and  beginneit  to  tafte  a  fweetnefs  in 
gain,  and  to  afpire  after  a  higher  eftate,  .and  art  driv- 
ing on  thy  defign  ;  believe  it,  thou  art  matching  with, 
thy  back  upon  Chrift,  and  art  polling  away  apace  from 
this  heavenly  life.  Hath  not  the  world  that. from  thee> 
which  God  hath: from  every  believer?  When  he  is 
blefling  himfelf  in  God,  and  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the 
glory  to  come.;  then  thou  art  blefling.  thyfeif  in  thy. 
worldly  prosperity  ?< 

It  may  be  thou  holdeft  on  thy  courfeof  duty,  and 
pray  eft  as  oft  as  thou   didil  before  ;    it  may  be  thou. 
kieepeit  in  with  good  minifters,  and  with,  good  men,. 
and  feemeil  as  forward  in  religion  as  ever  :  bat  what 
is  all  this  to  the  pur  pole  ?■    Mecknot  thy  foul,    man  ; 
for  God   will  not  be  mocked.      Thine  earthly  mind 
mr:y   coniill  with  thy  common  duties;    but  it  cannot., 
coniilt   with,  this   heavenly  duty,     J  need  not  tell  thee 
this,  if  thou  would'i  net  bea  traitor  to  thy  own  foul  j . 
thou  knoweft  thyfelf  how  i'eldoni  and  ccld,  how  cur- 
fory  and    ifrange  thy.  thoughts  have  been  of  the  joys 
fcereafter*  ever. fmce. thou  didil  .trade  fo  eagerly  for  the 
'world. 

Methink3  i  even  perceive  thy  conscience  flir  nowj. 
and  tell  the?,  plainly,  that  this  is  thy  caic  :  hear  it> 
man  I  O  hear,  it  now  ;  kit -thou  hear  it  in  another  man- 
ner when  thou,  wouldft  be.  full  loa:.h.  G  the  curiei 
-jnadnefs  of  many  that  feem  to  be  religious!  who  thru  -1 
themftlves.  into  ■  a  multitude  of  employments,  and 
think  ihey^  can-,  never  .have .  buiinefs  enough,  till  they 
are  loaded  with  labours,  and  clogged. .with  cares*  that 
\heir  fouls  arc  as  uftht  tocoavcxi^.with .jSod,.  as  a  maii, 
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to  walk  with  a  mountain  on  his  back.  And  when  all: 
is  done,  and  they  have  loll  that  heaven  they  might  have 
had  upon  earth,,  they  take  up  with  a  few  rotten  argu- 
ments to  prove  it  lawful,  and  then  they  think  they  have 
iaved  all.  They  mifs  not  the  pleafures  of  this  heaven- 
ly life,  if  they  can  but  quiet  their  confciences,  while 
they  fallen  upon  the  lower  and  bafer  pleafures. 

For  thee,  O  Chrillian,  who  haft  tailed  of  th'efe  plea- 
fures, I  advife  thee,  as  thou  valued  their  enjovment, 
as  ever  thou  wouldll  tafle  of  them  any  more,  take  heed 
of  this  gulph  of  an  earthly  mind  :  for  if  once  thou, 
comeft  to  this,  that  thou  wilt  be  rich,  thou  fcdlefi  inta 
ttmptation  and  a  fnare>  and  into  divers  'foolijh  and  hurtjul 
lujts.  Keep  thefe  things  as  thy  upper  garments,  Hilt 
loofe  about  thee,  that  thou  mayell  lay  them  by  when- 
ever there  is  caufe :  but  let  God  and  glory  be  noxt  thy 
heart,  yea,  as  the  very  blood  and  fpirit,  by  which  thou 
liveft  :  Hill  remember  the  words  of  the  apoille,  ••  the 
friendihip-of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God  :  whofoever 
therefore  will  be  a  friend  of  the  world,  is  the  enemy 
of  God."  And,  "  love  not  the  world,  nor  the  things 
of  the  world  :  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of 
the  Father  is  not  in  him."  This  is  plain  dealing  ;  and. 
happy  is  he  that  faithfully  receives  it. 

3.  A  third  hindrance  which  1  mull  advife  thee  to 
beware  of,  is,  the  company  of  ungodly  and  fenfual 
men.  Not  that  I"  would  difiuade  thee  from  necelfary 
converfe,  from  doing  them  any  office  of  love  :  nor» 
would  I  have  thee  conclude  them  to  be  dogs  and  fwine,. 
that  fo  thou  mayefl  evade  the  duty  of  reproof:  nor  ye»r 
to  judge  them  fuch  at  all>  before  thou  art  certain  they 
are  fuch  indeed* 

•  Qui.  ic  is  the  unneceflary  fociety  of  ungodly  men,  and' 
familiarity  with  unprofitable  companions,  though  they* 
be  not  fo  apparently  ungodly,  that  I  diffuade  thee 
from.  Jt  is  not  only  the  openly  profane,  the  fwearer,. 
the  drunkard,  that  will  prove  hurtful  to  us  ;  but  the 
dead-heaited  formalifts,  or- perfons  merely  civil  and 
moral,  cr  whofe  conference  is  empty,  unfavoury,  and: 
barren,  may  much  divert  our  thoughts  from  heaven, 
As  mere  idlenefs  and  forgetting  God,  will  keep  a  foul) 
as  certainly  from  heaven,  as  a*  profane,  liceatiousP. 
fcdhty  life:,  fo  abb.  vvill.uielefs  company  as  {iirely  keep? 
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our  hearts  from  heaven,  as  the  company  of  men  more 
diifolute  and  profane.  Alas,  our  dullnefs  and  back- 
wardnefs  is  fuch,  that  we  have  need  of  the  mofl  con- 
ftant  and  powerful  helps  :  A  clod,  or  a  ftone  that  lies 
on  the  earth,  is  as  prone  to  arife  and  fly  in  the  air, 
as  our  hearts  are  to  move  towards  heaven.  You  need 
not  hold  them  from  flying  up  to  the  ikies  ;  it  is  fufH- 
cient  that  you  do  not  help  them.  If  our  fpirits  have 
not  great  afliftance,  they  may  eafily  be  kept  from 
flying  aloft,  though  they  never  fhould  meet  with  the 
leaft  impediment.  O  think  of  this  in  the  choice  of 
your  company.  When  your  fpirits  need  no  help  to  lift 
them  up,  but  as  the  flames,  you  are  always  mounting 
upward,  and  carrying  with  you  all  that  is  in  your  way,. 
then  you  may  indeed  be  lefs  careful  of  your  company  : 
but  till  then  be  careful  therein.  As  it  is  reported  of  a 
lord  that  was  near  his  death,  and  the  Do&or  that 
prayed  with  him  read  over  the  Litany,  "For  all  women 
labouring  with  child,  for  fick  perfons,  and  young  chil- 
dren, &c.  From  lightning  and  tempeft  :  from  plague,, 
peftilence,  and  famine  :  from  battle  and  murder,  and 
from  fudden  death."  Alas,  faith  he,  what  is  this  10 
me,  who  muft  prefently  die  ?  So  may  ell  thou  fay  of 
fuch  men's  conference,  alas,  what  is  this  to  me,  who 
muft  fhortly  be  in  reft  ?  What  will  it  advantage  thee 
to  a  life  with  God,  to  hear  where  the  Fair  is  fuch  a 
day,  or  how  the  Market  goes,  or  what  weather  it  is, 
or  is  like  to  be,  or  when  the  moon  changed,  or  what 
news  is  ftirring  ?  Will  it  conduce  to  the  raifing 
of  thy  heart  God-ward,  to  hear  that  this  is  an  able  mi- 
niiler,  or  that  an  able  chriftian,  or  that  this  was  an 
excellent  fermon,  or  this  is  an  excellent  book  ;  to  hear 
a  difcourfe  on  baptifms,  ceremonies,  the  order  of  God's 
decrees,  or  other  fuch  controverfies  of  great  difficulty, 
and  lefs  importance  ?  Yet  this  for  the  moil  part  is  the 
fweeteft  difcourfe  that  you  are  likely  to  have  from  a 
formal,  dead-hearted  profeflbr*  If  thou  hadft  newly 
been  warming  thy  heart  with  the  joys  above,  would 
not  this  difcourfe  quickly  freeze  it  again?  I  appeal  to 
the  judgment  of  any  man-  that  hath  tried  it,  and  maketh 
©bfervations  on  the  frame- of  his  fpirit. 

4,  A  fourth  hindrance  to  heavenly  converfation,   is, 
«£ifputes  about  lefier  truths,  and  efpecialiy  when  a  man's 
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lieligion  lies  only  in  his  opinions  :  a  fure  fign  of  an. 
unfanctifled  foul.  If  bad  examples  be  regarded,  I  need 
fay  the  lefs  upon  this.  It  is  legibly  written  in  the 
faces  of  thoufands  ;  it  is  vifibie  in  the  complexion  of 
our  difeafed  nation.  They  are  men  lead  acquainted 
with,  a  heavenly  life,  who  are  the  moft  violent  difputers 
about  the  circumstantials  of  religion  :  he,  whole  reli- 
gion is  all  in  his  opinion,  will  be  molt  frequently  and 
zealoully  fpeaking  of  his  opinions  :  but  he  whole  religion. 
lies  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  will  often  be 
fpeaking  of  that  time  when  he  lhali  enjoy  God.  As 
the  body  doth  languiih  in  confuming  fevers,  when  the 
native  heat  abates  within,  and  an  unnatural  heat  en- 
flaming  the  external  parts  fucceeds  ;  fo  when  the  zeal 
©f  a  chriltian  doth  leave  the  internals  of  religion,  and 
fly  to  the  exterior  or  inferior  things,  the  foul  mull  needs 
confume  and  languiih.  Yea,  though  you  were  fure 
your  opinions  were  true,  yet  when,  the  chief  of  your 
zeal  is  turned  thither,  and  the  chief  of  your  conference 
there  laid  out,  the  life  of  grace  decays  within. 

Therefore  let  me  advife  you  that  afpire  after  this 
joyous  life,  fpend  not  your  thoughts,  your  time,  your 
zeal,  or  your  fpeeches  upon  difputes  that  lefs  concern 
your  fouls  :  but  when  others  ar-e  feeding  on  hufks  or 
{hells,  or  on  this  heated  food  which  will  burn  their 
lips,  far  fooner  than  warm  and  ftrecgthen  their  hearts  j 
then  do  you  feed  on  the  joys  above.  I  could  wiln  you. 
were  all  underila.nding  men,  able  to  defend  every  truth 
of  God  :  but  itill  1  would  have  the  chief  to  be  chiefly" 
ftudied,  and  none  to  moulder  out  your  thoughts  of  eter- 
nity. The  leaft  controverted  points  are  ufualiy  moil 
weighty,,  and  of  moil  nccefTary  ufe  to  our  fouls. 

5.  As  thou  valueil  the  comforts  of  a  heavenly  life,, 
take  heed  of  a  proud  and  lofty  fpirit.  There  is  fuck 
an  antipathy  between  this  fin  and  God,  that  thou  wilt 
never  get  thy  heart  near  him,  as  long  as  this  prevailetli 
in  it.  If  it  call  the  angels  from  heaven  that  were  in 
it,  it  mull  needs  keep  thy  heart  eftranged  fro  n  it.  If 
it  call  our  firfl  parents  out  of  paradife,  and  ieparated 
between  the  Lord  and  us,  it  mull  needs  keep  our  hearts, 
from  paradife,  and  increafe  the  curfed  feparaticn  from 
our  God.  The  delight  of  God  is  a  humble  foul,  e-vem 
him  that  ii  contrite ,    and  trembhib  at  his  word ;    and  the- 
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delight  of  an  humble  foul  is  in  God  :  and  fure  where 
there  is  mutual  delight,  there  will  be  freeft  admittance, 
and  the  heartieft  welcome,  and  moll  frequent  converfe. 
Well  then,  Art  thou  a  man  of  worth  in  thine  own 
eyes  ?  And  very  tender  of  thine  efteem  with  others? 
Art  thou  one  that  much  valued  applaufe,  and  feeleifc 
delight  when  thou  hearefl  of  thy  great  elteem  with 
men  ;  and  art  dejedled  when  thou  hearefl  that  men 
flight  thee  ?  Dofl  thou  love  thofe  moll  who  bell  ho- 
nour thee  ;  and  doth  thy  heart  bear  a  grudge  at  thofe 
that  thou  thinkeil  undervalue  thee  ?  Wilt  thou  not  be 
brought  to  fhame  thyfelf,  by  humble  confeffion,  when 
thou  hall  finned  againll  God,  or  injured  thy  brother  ? 
Art  thou  one  that  honoureft  the  rich  ?  and  thinkeil 
thyfelf  fomebody  if  they  value  and  own  thee  ?  But 
lookeft  llrangely  at  the  poor,  and  art  almoil  afhamed 
to  be  their  companions  ?  Art  thou  acquainted  with 
the  dcceitfulnefs  and  wickednefs  of  thy  heart  ?  Or 
knowell  thou  thyfelf  to  be  vile  only  by  reading,  not 
by  feeling  thy  vilenefs  ?  Art  thou  readier  to  defend 
thyfelf  and  maintain  ibine  innocence,  than  to  accufe 
thyfelf,  or  confefs  thy  fault  r  Canft  thou  hardly  hear 
a  clofe  reproof,  or  plain  dealing,  without  difficulty  or 
dillafle  ?  Art  thou  readier  in  thy  difcourfe  to  teach 
than  to  learn;  and  to  dictate  to  others,  than  to  hearken 
to  their  inflru&ions  ?  Art  thou  bold  and  confident  of 
thy  own  opinions,  and  little  fufpicious  of  the  weaknefs 
of  thy  underllanding  ?  Bat  a  fiighter  of  the  judgment 
of  all  that  are  againll  thee  ?  Is  thy  fpirit  more  difpofed 
to  command  than  to  obey  ?  Art  thou  ready  to  cenfure 
the  dodlrine  of  thy  teachers,  the  actions  of  thy  rulers, 
and  the  perfons  of  thy  brethren  ?  And  to  think,  if 
thou  wert  a  judge,  thou  wouldft  be  more  jufl  ?  or  if 
thou  wert  a  minifler,  thou  wouldfl  be  more  fruitful  and 
more  faithful  ?  If  thefe  fymptoms  be  in  thy  heart,  be- 
yond doubt  thou  art  a  proud  perlbn.  Thou  art  abo- 
minably proud;  there  is  too  much  of  hell  abiding  in 
thee,  for  thee  to  have  any  acquaintance  with  heaven  : 
thy  foul  is  too  like  the  devil,  to  have  any  familiarity 
with  God! 

I  intreat  you  to  be  very  jealous  of  your  fouls  in  this 
point :  there  is  nothing  will  more  enilrange  you  from 
God  :   I  {peak  the  more  of  it,   becaufe  it  is  the  mofi 

common. 
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common  and  dangerous  fin,  and  moft  promoteth  the 
great  fin  of  infidelity  :  you  would  little  think  what 
humble  carriage,  what  exclaiming  againft  pride,  what 
felf-accufing  may  ftand  with  this  devilifh  fin  of  pride. 
O  chriftian,  if  thou  wouldft  live  continually  in  the 
prefence  of  thy  Lord,  and  lie  in  the  duft,  he  would 
thence  take  thee  up  ;  defcend  firft  with  him  into  the 
grave,  and  thence  thou  mayeft  afcend  with  .him  to 
glory.  Learn  of  him  to  be  meek  and  lowly,  and  then 
thou  mayeft  tafte  of  this  Reft  to  thy  foul.  Thy  foul 
elfe  will  be  as  the  troubled  fca,  which  cannot  reft:  and 
inftead  of  thefe  fweet  delights  in  God,,  thy  pride  will 
fill  thee  with  perpetual  difquietnefs. 

6.  Another  impediment  to  this  heavenly  life,  is 
lazinefs,  and  flothfulnefs  of  fpirit :  and  1  verily  think, 
for  knowing  men,  there  is  nothing  hinders  more  than 
this.  If  it  were  only  the  exercile  of  the  body,  the 
moving  of  the  lips,  the  bending  of  the  knee  ;  then  men 
would  as  commonly  flep  to  heaven,  as  they  go  a  few 
miles  to  vilit  a  friend  ;  yea  if  we  were  to  fpend  our 
days  in  numbering  beads,  and  repeating  certain  words 
and  prayers,  or  in  outward  parts  of  duties  command- 
ed by  God,  yet  it  were  comparatively  eafy.  Fur- 
ther, if  it  were  only  in  the  exercife  of  parts  and  gifts, 
it  were  eafier  to  be  heavenly-minded.  But  it  is  a  work 
more  difficult  than  ail  this  :  to  feparate  our  thoughts 
and  affedtions  from  the  world  :  to  draw  forth  all  our 
graces  in  their  order,  and  exercife  each  on  its  proper 
object,  *o  hold  them  on  this,  till  the  work  doth  thrive 
and  profper  in  their  hands !  This  is  the  difficult  taffc, 
heaven  is  above  thee,  the  way  is  upwards :  doft  thou 
think,  iv ho  art  a  feeble  finner,  to  travel  daily  this  fteep 
afcent  without  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  refolution  ? 
Carrft  thou  get  that  earthly  heart  to  heaven,  and  bring 
that  backward  mind  to  God,  whilft  thou  Heft  ftill  and 
takeft  thy  eafe  ?  If  lying  down  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
and  looking  toward  the  top,  and  wilhing  we  were 
there,  would  ferve  the  turn,  then  we  fhouid  have  daily 
travellers  for  heaven.  But  H  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
fuflereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force." 
There  muft  be  violence  ufed  to  get  the  firft  fruits,  as 
well  as  to  get  the  full  pofleflion.  Doft  thou  not  feel  it 
fo,    though  1  fliould  not  tell  thee  ?     Will  thy  heart  get 

upwards 


252    The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.    III.  §  3. 

upwards  except  thou  drive  it?  Doit  thoo  find  it  eafy 
to  dwell  on  the  delights  above  ?  It  is  true,  the  work  is 
fweet,  and  no  condition  on  earth  fo  deiitab-le:  but 
therefore  it  is  that  our  hearts  are  fo  backward,  efpe- 
cialiy  in  the  beginning,  till  we  are  acquainted  with  it. 
O  how  many,  who  can  eifily  bring  their  hearts  to  or- 
dinary duties,  as  reading,  hearing,  praying,  conferring, 
yet  could  never,  in  all  their  lives,  bring  them,  and  keep 
them  to  a  heavenly  contemplation  one  half  hour  toge- 
ther ?  Confider  here,  reader,  as  before  the  Lord,  whe- 
ther this  be  not  thy  own  cafe.  Thou  halt  known  that 
heaven  is  all  thy  hope;  thou  knoweft  thou  mull:  fhordy 
be  turned  hence,  and  that  nothing  below  can  yield  thee 
reft ;  thou  knoweft  alfo,  that  a  itrange  heart,  a  feldom 
snd  carelcfs  thinking  of  heaven,  can  fetch  but  little 
comfort  thence  ;  and  doft  thou  yet  for  all  this  let  flip 
thy  opportunities,  when  thou  thouldlt  walk  above,  and 
live  with  God  ?  Dolt  thou  commend  the  fweetnefs  of 
a  heavenly  life,  and  yet  didft  never  once  try  it  thyfelf  r* 
But  as  the  Haggard  that  ftretched  himfelf  on  his  bed, 
s-.nd  cried,  O  that  this  were  working  !  fo  doit  thou  live 
2t  thy  eafe,  and  fay,  O  that  I  could  get  my  heart  to 
heaven  !  How  many  read  books,  and  hear  fermons,  in 
expectation  to  hear  of  fome  eafy  courfe,  or  to  meet 
with  a  (bortercut  to  comforts,  than  they  are  ever  like 
to  find  ?  And  if  they  can  hear  of  none  from  the 
preachers  of  truth,  they  will  fnatch  it  with  rejoicing 
from  the  teachers  of  falfehood  ;  and  prefently  applaud 
the  excellency  of  the  doctrine,  becaufe  it  hath  fitted 
their  lazy  temper  ;  and  think  there  is  no  other  doctrine 
will  comfort  the  foul,  becaufe  it  will  not  comfort  it 
with  hearing  and  looking  on.  And  while  they  pretend 
enmity  only  to  the  law,  they  oppofe  the  eafier  condi- 
tions of  the  gofpel,  and  cait  off  the  burden  which  all 
mult  bear  that  find  reft  to  their  fouls.  The  Lord  of 
light,  and  Spirit  of  comfort,  {hew  thefe  men  in  time 
a  furer  way  for  lading  comfort!  It  was  an  eftablimed 
Jaw  among  the  Argi,  That  if  a  man  were  perceived  to 
be  idle  or  lazy,  he  rnuft  -^ive  an  account  before  the 
magistrate,  how  he  came  by  his  victuals  and  main- 
tenance:  and  fure,  when  I  fee  thefe  men  lazy  in  the 
ufe  of  God's  appointed  means  for  comfort,  I  cannot  but 
queftion  how  tiiey  come  by  their  comforts ;    I  would 
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they  would  examine  it  thoroughly  themfelves :  for  God 
will  require  an  account  of  it  from  them.  Idlenefs,  and 
not  improving  the  truth  in  painful  duty,  is  the  com- 
mon caufe  of  men's  feeking  comfort  from  error:  evert 
as  the  people  of  llrael,  when  they  had  no  comfort- 
able anfwer  from  God,  becaufe  of  their  own  fin  and 
neglect,  would  run  to  feek  it  from  the  idols  of  the  hea- 
then :  fo  when  men  are  falfe  hearted,  and  the  Spirit  of 
truth  denies  them  comfort,  becaufe  they  deny  him  obe- 
dience, they  will  feek  it  from  a  lying  fpirit. 

My  advice  to  fuch  a  lazy  finner,  is  this  :  as  thou  art 
convinced  that  this  work  is  neceflary  to  thy  comfort, 
refolvedly  fet  upon  it :  if  thy  heart  draw  back,  and 
be  indifpofed,  force  it  on  with  the  command  of  reafon ; 
and  if  thy  reafon  begin  to  difpute  the  work,  force  it 
with  producing  the  command  of  God:  and  quicken  it 
with  the  confideration  of  thy  neceflity,  and  the  other 
motives  before  propounded  ;  and  let  the  enforcements 
that  brought  thee  to  the  work,  be  ftill  in  thy  mind  to 
quicken  thee  in  it.  Do  not  let  fuch  an  incomparable 
treafure  lie  before  thee,  while  thou  liefl  ftill  with  thy 
hand  in  thy  bofom:  let  not  thy  life  be  a  continual 
vexation,  which  might  be  a  continual  feaft,  and  that 
becaufe  thou  wilt  not  be  at  the  pains  necefTary.  When 
thou  haft  once  tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  it,  and  a  little  ufed 
thy  heart  to  the  work,  thon  wilt  find  the  pains  thou  takcft 
abundantly  recompenfed,  Only  fit  not  ftill  with  a 
difconfolate  fpirit,  while  comforts  grow  before  thine 
eyes.  Neither  is  it  a  few  lazy,  running  thoughts, 
that  will  fetch  thee  this  confolation  from  above  ;  no 
more  thau  a  few  lazy,  formal  words  will  prevail  with 
God  inftead  of  fervent  prayer.  T  know  Chrift  is  the 
fountain,  and  I  know,  this,  as  every  other  gift,  is  oi 
God :  but  yet  if  thou  aik  my  advice,  how  to  obtain 
thefe  waters  of  confolation,  I  mull  tell  thee,  there  is 
fomething  alfo  for  thee  to  do :  the  gofpel  hath  its  con- 
ditions and  works,  though  not  fuch  impofiible  one$ 
as  the  law  ;  Chrift  hath  his  yoke  and  his  burden,  though 
eafy,  and  thou  muft  take  it  up,  or  thou  wilt  never  find 
reft  to  thy  foul,  I  know  fo  far  as  you  are  fpiritual, 
you  need  not  all  this  ftriving  and  violence,  but  that  is, 
but  in  part,  and  in  part  you  are  carnal  ;  and  as  long  as 
it  is  fo,  there  muft  be  no  talk  of  eafe.  It  was  the  Parthian* 
Y  cuftom. 
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cuflom,  that  none  mull  give  their  children  any  meat  in 
the  morning,  before  they  faw  the  fweai  on  their  faces  ; 
and  you  (hall  find  this  to  be  God's  moft  ufual  courfe, 
not  to  give  his  children  the  taite  of  his  delights,  till 
they  begin  to  fweat  in  feeking  after  them.  Therefore 
lay  them  both  together,  and  judge  whether  a  heavenly- 
life,  or  thy  cafe,  be  better ;  and  make  the  choice  ac- 
cordingly. Yet  this  let  me  fay,  thou  needeft  not  ex- 
pend thy  thoughts  more  than  now  thou  doft  :  it  is  but 
only  to  employ  them  better  :  I  prefs  thee  not  to  bufy 
thy  mind  much  more  than  thou  doft  ;  but  to  bufy  it 
upon  better  and  more  pleafant  objects.  Employ  bat 
lb  many  ferious  thoughts  every  day,  upon  the  ex- 
cellent glory  of  the  life  to  come,  as  thou  now  employed 
on  thy  affairs  in  the  world  :  nay,  as  thou  daily  lofefl: 
on  vanities,  and  thy  heart  will  be  at  heaven  in  a  (hort 
fpace. 

7.  It  is  alfo  a  dangerous  hindrance  to  content  our- 
felves  with  the  mere  preparative  to  this  heavenly  life, 
while  we  are  flrangers  to  the  life  itfelf ;  when  we  take 
up  with  the  mere  ftudies  of  heavenly  things,  and  the 
notions  and  thoughts  of  them  in  our  brain,  or  the 
talking  of  them  with  one  another,  as  if  this  were  all 
that  makes  us  heavenly  people.  There  is  none  in 
more  danger  of  this  fnare,  than  thofe  that  are  much  in 
public  duty,  efpecially  preachers  of  the  gofpel.  O 
how  eafily  may  they  be  deceived  here,  while  they  do 
nothing  more  than  read  of  heaven,  and  Itudy  of  heaven, 
and  preach  of  heaven,  and  pray,  and  talk  of  heaven  ! 
What,  is  not  this  the  heavenly  life  ?  O  that  God 
would  reveal  to  our  hearts  the  danger  of  this  fnare. 
Alas !  all  this  is  but  a  mere  preparation  :  this  is  not  the 
life  we  fpeak  of,  though  it  is  a  help  thereto.  I  entreat 
every  one  of  my  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  that  they 
learch  and  watch  againft  this  temptation.  This  is  but 
gathering  the  materials,  and  not  the  erecting  of  the 
building.  This  is  but  gathering  manna  for  others,  not 
eating  and  digesting  it  ourfelves ;  as  he  that  fits  at  home 
may  ftudy  geography,  and  draw  moft  exact  defcriptiohs 
of  countries,  and  yet  never  fee  them,  nor  travel  to- 
wards U*em  :  fo  you  may  defcribe  to  others  the  joys  of 
heaven,  and  yet  never  come  near  it  in  your  own  hearts : 
If  you  fhould  itudy  of  nothing  but  heaven  while  you 
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lived,  and  preach  of  nothing  but  heaven  to  your  peo- 
ple, yet  might  your  hearts  be  flrangers  to  it.  We  are 
under  a  more  fubtile  temptation  than  other  men,  to 
draw  us  from  this  heavenly  life  :  if  our  employments 
lay  at  a  greater  diilance  from  heaven,  we  mould  not 
be  fo  apt  to  be  thus  deluded  :  but  when  we  find  our- 
i'elves  employed  upon  nothing  elie,  we  are  more  eaftly. 
drawn  to  take  up  here.  Studying  and  preaching  of  hea- 
ven  is  more  like  to  a  heavenly  life,  than  thinking  and 
talking  of  the  world  is,  and  a  likenefs  it  is  that  may 
deceive  us.  This  is  to  die  the  moil  miferable  death,  even, 
to  famifh  ourfelves,  becaufe  we  have  bread  on  our 
tables,  and  to  die  for  thiril  while  we  draw  waier  \\v 
others:  thinking  it  enough  that  we  have  daily  to  do 
with  it,  though  we  never  drink  it. 


CHAP.    IV. 

Some  general  Helps  to  Heavenly -Mindednefs. 

HAVING  thus  (hewed  thee  what  hindrances  will 
refill  thee  in  the  work  :  I  mall  now  lay  down 
fome  pofitive  helps.  But  firft,  I  expect  that  thou  re- 
folve  againil  the  fore-mentioned  impediments,  that  thou 
read  them  ferioufly,  and  avoid  them  faithfully,  or  elfe 
thy  labour  will  be  in  vain  ;  thou  doil  but  go  about 
to  reconcile  tight  and  darknefs,  Cbriil  and  Belial,  hea- 
ven and  hell  in  thy  fpirit.  I  mull  tell  thee  alfo,  that 
I  expedt  thy  promife  faithfully  to  fet  upon  the  helps 
which  I  prefcribe  thee,  and  that  the  reading  of  them 
will  not  bring  heaven  into  thy  heart,  but  in  their  con- 
Jlant  pratlice  the  Spirit  will  do  it. 

As  thou  valued  then  thefe  foretaftes  of  heaven,  make 
confcience  of  performing  thefe  following  duties. 

i.  Know  heaven  to  be  the  only  treafure,  and  labour 
to  know  what  a  treafure  it  is  :  be  convinced  that  thou 
haft  no  other  happinefs,  and  be  convinced  what  hap- 
pinefs  is  there.  If  thou  doit  not  foundly  believe  it  to 
be  the  chief  good,  thou  wilt  never  fet  thy  heart  upon 
it ;  and  this  conviction  muil  fink  down  upon  thy  affec- 
tions :  for  if  it  be  only  a  notion,  it  will  have  little, 
operation. 

Y  2  2.  Labour 
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2.  Labour  as  to  know  heaven  to  be  the  only  happi- 
nefs,  fo  alfo  to  be  thy  happinefs.  Though  the  know- 
ledge of  excellency  and  fukablenefs  may  ftir  up  that 
Jove  which  worketh  by  defire,  yet  there  mull  be  the 
knowledge  of  our  intcrelt  or  propriety,  to  the  fetting 
at  work  our  love  of  complacency.  We  may  eonfefs 
heave^  to  be  the  bell  condition  ;  though  we  defpair  of 
enjoying  it ;  and  we  may  defire  and  feek  it,  if  we  fee 
the  obtainment  to  be  but  probable;  Jbut  we  can  never 
delightfully  rejoice  in  it,  till  we  are  perfuaded  of  our 
title  to  it.  What  comfort  is  it  to  a  man  that  is  naked, 
to  fee  the  rich  attire  of  others  ?  Or  to  a  man  that  hath 
not  a  bit  to  put  in  his  mouth,  to  fee  a  feaft  which  he 
mull  not  tafte  of  r  What  delight  hath  a  man  that  hath 
not  a  houfe  to  put  his  head  in,  to- fee  the  fumptuous 
buildings  of  others  ?  Would  not  all  this  rather  increafe 
his  anguifti,  and  make  him  more  feniible  of  his  mifery  ? 
So,  for  a  man  to  know  the  excellencies  of  heaven,, 
and  not  to  know  whether  he  (hall  enjoy  them,  may 
well  raife  defires  to  feek  it,  but  it  will  raife  but  little- 
Joy  and  content. 

3.  Another  help  to  the  foretafle  of  Reft  is  this  : 
labour  to  apprehend  how  near  it  is  :  think  ferioufly  or* 
its  fpeedy  approach.  That  which  we  think  is  near  at 
hand,  we  are  more  fenfible  of  than  that  which  we  be- 
hold at  a  diftance.  When  we  hear  of  war  or  famine  in 
another  country,  it  troubleth  us  not  fo  much  :  or  if  we 
hear  it  prophefied  of  a  long  time  hence.  So  if  we 
hear  of  plenty  a  great  way  off,  o-r  of  a  golden  age  that 
ihall  fall  out,  who  knows  when,  this  never  rejoiceth 
as.  But  if  judgments  or  mercies  draw  near,  then  they 
affect  us.  This  makes  men  think  of  heaven  fo  infen- 
hbly,  becaufe  they  conceit  it  at  a  great  diftance  :  they 
look  on  it  as  twenty,  or  thirty,  or  forty  years  off;  and 
this  it  is  that  dulls  their  fenfe.  As  wicked  men  are 
fearlefs  and  fenfelefs  of  judgment,  becaufe  the  fentence 
is  not  fpeedily  executed  ;  fo  are  the  good  deceived  of 
their  comforts,  by  fuppofing  them  farther  off  than  they 
are.  How  much  better  were  it  to  receive  the  fentence 
of  death  in  ourfelves,  and  to  look  on  eternity  as  near 
at  hand  ?•  Surely,  reader,  thou  ftandeft  at  the  door, 
and  hundreds  of  difeafes  are  ready  waiting  to  open  the 
door  and  let  thee  in.    Are  not  the  thirty  or  forty  years 
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of  thy  life  that  are  paft  quickly  gone  ?  Are  they  not 
a  very  little  time  when  thou  lookeft  back  on  them  ? 
And  will  not  all  the  reft  be  (hortly  fo  too  ?  Do  not 
days  and  nights  come  very  thick  ?  Doft  thou  not  feel 
that  building  of  flefh  to  (hake,  and  perceive  thy  houfe 
of  clay  10  totter  ?  Look  on  thy  glafs,  fee  how  it  runs : 
look  on  thy  watch,  how  fait  it  goes  ?  What  a  mort 
moment  is  between  us  and  our  Reft  :  what  a  ftep  it  is 
from  hence  to  everlaiting  happinefs  !  While  I  am 
thinking  and  writing  of  it,  it  hafteth  near,  and  I  am 
even  entering  into  it  before  I  am  aware.  While  thou 
art  reading  this,  it  pofteth  on,  and  thy  life  will  be 
pone  as  a  tale  that  is  told.  May  eft  thou  not  eafily 
forefee  thy  dying  time,  and  look  upon  thyfelfas  ready 
to  depart?  It  is  but  a  few  days  till  thy  friends  mall 
lay  thee  in  the  grave,  and  others  do  the  like  for  them.. 
If  you  verily  believed  you  mould  die  to-morrow,  how 
ferioufly  would  you  think  of  heaven  to-night  ?  The 
true  apprehennon  of  the  nearnefs  of  eternity  doth 
make  men's  though-ts  of  it  quick  and  piercing  ;  put 
life  into  their  fears  and  forrows,  if  they  be  unfit ;  and 
into  their  defues  and  joys,  if  they  have  aflurance  of  it* 
glory. 

4.  Another  help  to  this  is,  to  be  much  in  fericus 
difcourfing  of  it,  efpecially  with  thofe  that  can  fpeak 
from  their  hearts.  It  is  pity  (faith  Mr.  Bolton)  that 
Chriftians  mould  ever  meet  together  without  fome  talk 
of  their  meeting  in  heaven  :  it  is  pity  fo  much  precious 
time  is  fpent  in  vain  difcourfes  and  ufelefs  difputes, 
and  not  a  fober  word  of  heaven.  Methinks  we  ihould 
meet  together  on  purpofe  to  warm  our  fpirits  with 
difcourfing  of  our  Reft.  To  hear  a  minilter  or  private 
Chriftian  fet  forth  that  glorious  ftate,  with  power  and 
life  from  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel,  methinks  mould 
make  us  (zy,  as  the  two  difciples,  "  Did  not  our  hearts 
burn  within  us,  while  he  was  opening  to  us  the  fcrip- 
tures  ?  "  While  he  was  opening  to  us  the  windows  of 
heaven  !  Get  then  together,  fellow-chriftians,  and  talk 
ef  the  afFairS  of  your  country  and  kingdom,  and  com- 
fort one  another  with;  fuch  words.  This  may  make  our 
hearts  revive  within  us,,  an- did  Jacob's  to  hear  the 
jneftage  that  called  him  to  Gofhen,  and  to  fee  the  cha- 
jiots  that  Ihould  bring  him  to  Jofeph*  O  that  we 
Y  3  were 
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were  furnifhed  with  flcill  and  refolution  to  turn  the 
ftream  of  men's  common  difcourfe  to  thefe  more  fub- 
lime  and  precious  things  !  And  when  men  begin  to* 
talk  of  things  unprofitable.,,  that  we  could  tell  how  to 
put  in  a  word  for  heaven. 

5.  Another  help  is  this,  make  it  thy  bufinefs  in  every 
duty,  to  wind  up  thy  affeclions  nearer  heaven.  A 
man's  attainments  from  God  are  anfwerable  to  his  own 
defires  and  ends  ;  that  which  he  fincerely  feeks  he  finds ; 
God's  end  in  the  inftkution  of  his  ordinances  was,  that 
they  be  as  fo  many  flepping  {tones  to  our  Reft,  and  as- 
the  flairs  by  which  (in  fubordi  nation  to  Chrift)  we- 
may  daily  afcend  to  it  in  our  affecKons  :  let  this  be- 
thy  end  in  ufing  them,  as  it  was  God's  end  in  ordaining 
them;,  and  doubtlefs  they  will  not  prove  urduccefsful.. 
Men  that  are  feparated  by  fea  and  land,  can  yet  by 
letters  carry  on  great  trades,  even  to  the  value  of  their 
whole  eftate  :  and  may  not  a.chriftian,  in  the  wife  im- 
provement of  duties,  drive  on  this  happy  trade  for 
Reft  ?  Come  not  therefore  with  any  lower  ends  to  du- 
ties :  renounce  formality,  cuftbmarinefs,  and  applaufc 
When  thou  kneeleft  down  in  fecret  or  public  prayer,. 
let.  it  be  in  hope  to  get  thy  heart  nearer  God  before 
thou  rifeft  off  thy  knees ;  when  thou  openeft  thy  Bible- 
or  other  books,  let  it  be  with  this  hope,  to  meet  with 
fbme  paffage  of  divine  truth,  and  fome  fuch  bleflings 
of  the  Spirit  with  it,  as  may  raife  thine  afFeclions 
nearer  heaven  :  when  thou  art  fetting  thy  foot  out  of 
thy  door  to  go  to  the  public  worfhip,  fay,  I  hope  to: 
meet  with  fomewhat  from  God  that  may  raife  my  af- 
fections before  I  return;  t  hope  the  Spirit  will  give 
me  the-  meeting,  and  fweeten.  my.  heart  with  thofe 
celeftial  delights  5.  I  hope  that  Chrift  will  appear  to  me 
in  the  way,  and  mine  about  me  with  light  from  heaven, 
and  let  me  hear  his  inftrucling;  and  reviving  voice,  and 
caufe  the  fcales  to  fall-  from  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  fee 
more  of  that  glory  than  I  ever  yet  faw  ;  I  hope  before 
1  return  to  my  houfe,  my  Lord,  will  take  my  heart  in 
hand,  and.  bring  it.  within  the  view  of  Reft,  and  fet 
it  before  his  Father's  prefence,  that  I  may  return,  as 
th£  Inepherds  from  the  heaSJtnly  vifion,  glorifying  and 
yyaiiin^  GocL    Remember  alfo  to  pray  for  thy  teacher* 
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that  God  would  put  fome  divine  meffage  into  his  mouth, 
which  may  leave  a  heavenly  reliih  on  thy  fpirit. 

If  thefe  were  our  ends,  and  this  our  courfe  when 
we  fet  to  duty,  we  mould  not  be  To  ftrange  as  we  are 
to  heaven. 

6.  Another  help  is  this:  make  an  advantage  of  every 
objecl  thou  feeft,  and  of  every  difpenfation  of  divine  Pro- 
vidence, and  of  every  thing  that  befals  thee  in  thy  labour 
and  calling,  to  remind  thy  foul  of  its  approaching  reft. 
As  all  providences  and  creatures  are  means  to  our  reft, 
fo  do  they  point  us  to  that  as  the  end.  Every  creature 
hath  the  name  of  God  and  of  our  final  reft  written  upon 
it,  which  a  confiderate  believer  may  as  truly  difcern, 
as  he  can  read  upon  a  hand  in  a  crofs-way  the  name 
of  the  town  or  city  it  points  to.  This  fpiritual  ufe  of 
creatures  and  providences  is  God's  great  end  in  bellow- 
ing them  on  man  ;  and  he  that  overlooks  this  end, 
muft  needs  rob  God  of  his  chief  praife,  and  deny  him 
the  greateft  part  of  his  thanks.  This  relation  that  our 
prefent  mercies  have  to  our  great  eternal  mercies,  is 
the  very  quinteflence  and  fpirit  of  all  thefe  mercies  ; 
therefore  do  they  lofe  the  very  fpirit  of  all  their  mer- 
cies, and  take  nothing  but  the  hufks,  who  overlook 
this  relation,  and  draw  not  forth  the  fweetnefs  of  it  in 
their  contemplations.  God's  fweeteft  dealings  with  us 
would  not  be  half  fo  fweet  as  they  are,  if  they  did  not 
intimate  fome  further  fweetnefs.  As  ourfelves  have  a 
flefhly  and  a  fpiritual  fubftance,  fo  have  our  mercies  a 
flelhly  and  a  fpiritual  ufe,  and  are  fitted  to  the  nourifh- 
ing  of  both  our  parts.  He  that  receives  the  carnal 
part  and  no  more,  may  have  his  body  comforted  by 
them,  but  not  his  foul.  O  that  Chriftians  were 
fkilled  in  this  art !  You  can  open  your  Bibles,  and 
read  there  of  God  and  of  glory  :  O  learn  to  open  the 
creatures,  and  the  feveral  paflages  of  Providence,  to 
read  of  God  and  glory  there.  Certainly  by  fuch  a 
fkilful  improvement  we  might  have  a  fuller  tafte  of 
Chrift  and  heaven,  in  every  bit  we  eat,  and  in  every 
draught  we  drink*  than  moft  men  have  in  the  ufe  of 
the  lacrament. 

Jf  thou  profper  in  the  world,  let  it  make  thee  more 
ienfible  of  thy  fpiritual  profperity  :  if  thou  be  weary 
•i  thy  labours  let  it  make  thy  thoughts  of  Reft  more 
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fweet :  if  things  go  crofs  with  thee,  let  it  make  thee 
more  earneltly  to  dcfire  that  day  when  all  thy  fufferings. 
and  forrows  (hall  ceafe.  Is  thy  body  refrefhed  with, 
food  or  fleep  ?  Remember  the  inconceivable  refreshings 
with  Chrift.  Doll  thou  hear  any  news  that  makes  thee 
glad  r  Remember  what  glad  tidings  it  will  be  to  hear 
the  found  of  the  trump  of  God,  and  the  abfolving  fen- 
lence  of  Chrill  our  Judge.  Art  thou  delighting  thy- 
fejf  in  the  fociety  of  the  faints  ?  Remember  the  ever- 
laliing  amiable  fociety  thou  (halt  have  with  perfected 
faints  in  reft.  Is  God  communicating  himfelf  to  thy 
ipirit  ?  Remember  that  time  when  thy  joy  mall  be  full. 
Doit  thou  hear  or  feel  the  temped,  or  ware,  or  fee  any 
cioud  of  blood  arifing  ?  Remember  the  day  that  thou, 
fhalt  be  hoi^fcd  with  Chnft,  where  there  is  nothing  but 
calmr.efs  and  amiable  union,  and  where  we  mall  folace 
ourfeives  in  perfect  peace,  under  the  wings  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  Thus  ypu  may  fee,  v/hat  advantages 
to  an  heavenly  life  every  condition  and  creature  doth 
afford  us,  if  we  have  but  hearts  to  apprehend  and  im- 
prove them. 

7.  Another  lingular  help  is  this  ;  be  much  in  that 
angelical  work  of  praife.  As  the  moft  heavenly  fpirits- 
will  have  the  moft  heavenly  employment,  fo  the  more? 
heavenly  the  employment,  the  more  will  it  make  the 
fpirit  heavenly.  Though  the  heart  be  the  fountain  of 
all  our  actions,  yet  do  thofe  aclions.  by  a  kind  of  re- 
flection, work  much  on  the  heart  from  whence  they 
fpring:  the  like  alio  may  be  faid  of  our  fpeeches.  So* 
that  the  work  of  praifing  God,  being  the  moft  hea* 
venly  work,  is  likely  to  raife  u3  to  the  moft  heavenly 
temper.  This  is  the  work  of  thofe  faints  and  angelsy 
and  this  will  be  our  own  everlafting,  work  :  if  we  were 
more  taken  up  in  this  employment  now,  we  fhould  bo 
J-iker  to  what  we  ftiall  be  then.  When  Anftotle  was> 
afked  what  he  thought  of  mufic,  he  anfwered,  Jovem 
neque  canere,  neque  citharam  pulfare ;  that  Jupiter  did 
neither  ung,  nor  play  on  the  harp  ;  thinking  it  an  un- 
profitable art  to  men,  which  was  no  more  delightful  to- 
God.  But  chriftians  may  better  argue  from  the  like- 
ground^  that  ringing  of  praife  is  a  moft  profitable  duty,. 
Wauie  it  is  as  it  were  fo  delightful  to  God  himfelf, 
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that  he  hath  made  it  his  people's  eternal  work  ;  for 
they  fi  all  fing  thefong  of  Mofes,  and  the  Jong  of  the  Lamb; 
As  defire,  and  faith,  and  hope  are  of  fhorter  continu- 
ance than  love  and  joy  ;  fo  aifo  preaching,  and  prayer, 
and  facraments,  and  all  means  for  confirmation,  and  ex- 
preflionof  faith  and  hope,  fhallceafe,  when  our  thanks, 
and  praife,  and  triumphant  expreflions  of  love  and  joy 
{hall  abide  for  ever.  The  livelieft  emblem  of  heaven 
that  I  know  upon  earth  is,  when  the  people  of  God, 
in  the  deep  fenfe  of  his  excellency  and  bounty,  from 
hearts  abounding  with  love  and  joy,  join  together  both 
in  heart  and  voice,  in  the  cheerful  and  melodious 
finging  of  his  praifes.  Thofe  that  deny  the  ufe  of  Ting- 
ing, difclofe  their  unheavenly,  unexperienced  hearts, 
as  well  as  their  ignorant  understandings.  Had  they  felt 
the  heavenly  delights  that  many  of  their  brethren  in 
fuch  duties  have  felt,  they  would  have  been  of  another 
mind.  And  whereas  they  are  wont  to  queflion,  whether 
fuch  delights  be  genuine,  or  any  better  than  carnal  or 
delufive  ?  I  would  obferve,  the  very  relifh  of  God  and 
heaven  that  is  in  them,  the  example  of  the  Saints  in  fcrip- 
ture,  whofe  fpirits  have  been  raifed  by  the  fame  duty, 
and  the  command  of  fcripture  for  the  ufe  of  this  means, 
one  would  think,  fhould  quickly  deflroy  the  controverfy. 
And  a  man  may  as  truly  fay  of  thefe  delights,  as  of  the 
teftimony  of  the  Spirit,  that  they  witneis  themfelves  to> 
be  of  God. 

Little  do  we  know  how  we  wrong  ourfelves,  by 
(hutting  out  of  our  prayers,  the  praifes  of  God,  or 
allowing  them  fo  narrow  a  room  as  we  ufually  do. 
Reader,  I  intreat  thee  reme;nber  this  :  let  praifes  have 
a  larger  room  in  thy  duties  :  keep  ready  at  hand  matter 
to  feed  thy  praife,  as  well  as  matter  for  confeftion  and 
petition.  To  this  end  fludy  the  excellencies  and  good- 
nefs  of  the  Lord,  as  frequently  as  thy  own  neceflitits 
and  vilenefs  ;  ftudy  the  mercies  which  thou  hafl  re- 
ceived, and  which  are  promiied  ;  both  their  own  worth 
and  their  aggravating  circumftances,  as  often  as  thou 
ftudiell  the  fins  thou  haft  committed.  O  let  God's 
praife  be  much  in  your  mouths.  Seven  times  a  day 
did  David  praife  him  :  yea,  his  praife  was  continually 
of  him.     As  he  that  orfereth  praife,  glonfieth  God,  fo 
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doth  he  mod  rejoice  and  gladden  his  own  foul.     "  Offer. 

therefore  the  (acuhce  of  praife  continually  •,  in  the  niidM 
of  the  church  let  us  fing  hjs  praife." 

I  confe!s,  to  a  man  of  a  languifhing  body,  where 
the  heart  faints,  and  the  fpirits  are  feeble,  the  cheerful 
ftraifing  of  God  is  more  difficult ;  becaufe  the  body  is 
the  foul's  inflrument,  and  when  it  lies  unftringed,  or, 
untuned,  the  mufic  is  likely  to  be  accordingly.  Yet 
a  fpiritual  cheerfulnels  there  may  be  within,  and  the 
heart  may  praife,  if  not  thy  voice.  But  where  the 
body  is  ftrong,  the  fpirits  lively,  and  the  heart  cheer- 
ful, and  the  voice  at  command,  what  advantage  have 
fuch  for  this  heavenly  work  ?  With  what  alacrity  may 
they  fing  forth  his  praifes!  O  the  madnefs  of  healthful 
youth  that  lay  out  their  vigour  of  body  and  mind  upon 
vain  delights,  which  is  fo  fit  for  the  noblefl  work  of 
men  !  And  O  the  finful  folly  of  many  who  drencl* 
their  fpirits  in  continual  fadnefs,  and  wade  their  days  in. 
complaints  and  groans,  and  fo  make  themfelves  unfit 
for  this  fweet  and  heavenly  work  !  That  when  they 
fhould  join  with  the  people  of  God  in  his  praifes,  and 
delight  their  fouls  in  ringing  to  his  name,  they  are 
ftudying  their  miferies,  and  fo  rob  God  of  his  praife, 
and  themfelves  of  their  folace.  But  the  greateft  de- 
ftoyer  of  our  comfort  in  this  duty  is  our  flicking  in 
the  tune  and  melody,  and  fufTering  the  heart  to  be  all 
the  while  idle,  which  fhould  perform  the  chief  part  of 
the  work. 

8.  Another  thing  I  will  advife  you  to  is  this  :  be  2 
careful  obferver  of  the  drawings  of  the  Spirit,  and 
fearful  of  quenching  its  motions,  or  refilling  its  work- 
ings. If  ever  thy  foul  get  above  this  earth  and  get 
acquainted  with  this  living  in  heaven,  the  Spirit  of  God, 
mud  be  to  thee  as  the  chariot  of  Elijah ;  yea,  the  very 
living  principle  by  which  thou  mufi  move  and  afcend 
to  heaven.  O  then  grieve  not  thy  guide,  quench  not 
thy  life  :  if  thou  doff,  no  wonder  if  thy  foul  be  at  a 
lofs:  you  little  think  how  much  the  life  of  A\  your 
graces  depends  upon  your  ready  and  cordial  obedience 
to  the  Spirit.  When  the  Spirit  urgcth  thee  to  fecret 
prayer,  and  thou  refufeft  obedience  ;  when  he  forbids 
thee  a  known  tranfgrellion,  and  yet  thou  wilt  go  on  \ 
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when  he  telleth  thee  which  is  the  way,  and  which  not, 
and  thou  wilt  hot  regard,  no  wonder  if  heaven  and  thy 
ibul  be  ftrange  to  each  other :  if  thou  wilt  not  follow  the 
Spirit  while  it  would  draw  thee  to  Chrift,  and  to  duty  ; 
how  fhould  it  lead  thee  to  heaven,  and  bring  thy  heart 
into  the  prefence  of  God  ?  O  what  bold  accefs  (hall  that 
foul  find  in  its  approaches  to  the  Almighty,  that  is  ac- 
cuftomed  to  a  conftant  obeying  of  the  Spirit !  And  how 
backward,  how  dull,  and  ftrange,  and  afhamed  will  he 
be  to  thefe  addreiTes,  who  hath  long  ufed  to  break, 
away  from  the  Spirit  that  would  have  guided  him  !  I 
befeech  thee,  learn  well  this  leffon,  and  try  this  courfe: 
let  not  the  motions  of  thy  body  only,  but  the  thoughts 
of  thy  heart  be  at  the  Spirit's  beck.  Doft  thcai  not 
feel  fometimes  a  ftrong  impulfion  to  retiie  from  the 
world,  and  draw  near  to  God  ?  O  do  not  thou  drf- 
obey,  but  take  the  offer,  and  hoi  ft  up  fail  while  thou 
mayeft  have  this  blefled  gale.  When  this  wind  blows 
(Irongeft,  thou  goeft  fafeft,  either  backward  or  for- 
ward. The  more  of  this  Spirit  we  refill,  the  deeper 
will  it  wound,  and  the  more  we  obey,  the  fpeedier  is 
our  pace  ;  as  he  goes  heavieft  that  hath  the  wind  in  his 
face,  and  the  eafieft  tha:  hath  it  in  his  back. 

CHAP.    V. 

A   Defcription   of  Heavenly    Contemplation, 

HP  he   main  thing  intended  is  yet    behind,    and    that 
-**-    which  I  aimed  at  when  I  fet  upon  this  woik.      All 
that  I  have  laid  is  but  the  preparation   to  this.     I  once 
more    intreat    thee    therefore,    as  thou    art  a  man   that 
makeft   confeience  of  a  revealed  duty,   and   that  dareffc 
not   wilfully   renft  the  Spirit  ;  as  thou  valueft  the  de- 
lights of  a  faint,  and   as   thou  art  faithful  to  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  thine  own  foul,  that  thou  diligently 
fludy  the  dire&ions  following  :    and  that  thou  fpeedily 
and  faithfully  put  them  in  praclice  :  I  pray  thee  there- 
.  fore,  lefolve,  before  thou  reader!  any  further,  and  pro- 
mile' 
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mife  here  as  before  the  Lord,  that  if  the  following  ad- 
vice be  wholefome  to  thy  foul,  thou  wilt  ferioufly  fet 
thyfelf  to  the  work;  and  that  no  lazinefs  of  fpirit  fhall 
take  thee  off,  nor  lefler  bufinefs  interrupt  thy  courfe, 
but  that  thou  wilt  approve  thyfelf  a  doer  of  this  work, 
and  not  an  idle  hearer  only.  Is  this  thy  promife  ;  and 
wilt  thou  ftand  to  it  ?  Refoive,  man,  and  then  I  (hall 
be  encouraged  to  give  thee  my  advice;  only  try  it 
thoroughly,  and  then  judge.  If  in  the  faithful  fol- 
lowing of  this  courfe  thou  doft  not  find  an  increafe  of 
all  thy  graces,  and  art  not  made  more  ferviceable  in 
thy  place  :  if  thy  foul  enjoy  not  more  fellowfhip  with 
God,  and  thy  life  be  not  fuller  of  pleafure,  and  thou 
have  not  comfort  readier  by  thee  at  a  dying  hour,  and 
when  thou  haft  greateft  need  ;  then  throw  thefe  di- 
rections back  in  my  face,  and  exclaim  againft  me  as  a 
deceiver  for  ever  ;  except  God  fhould  leave  thee  un- 
comfortable for  a  little  feafon,  for  the  more  glorious 
manifestation  of  his  attributes,  and  thy  integrity  ;  and 
fcngle  thee  out  as  he  did  Job,  for  an  example  of  con- 
ftancy  and  patience,  which  would  be  but  a  preparative 
for  thy  fuller  comfort.  Certainly  God  will  not  forfake 
this  his  own  ordinance,  but  will  be  found  of  thofe  that 
thus  diligently  feek  him.  God  hath,  as  it  were,  ap- 
pointed to  meet  thee  in  this  way :  do  not  thou  fail  to 
give  him  the  meeting,  and  thou  (halt  find  by  experience 
that  he  will  not  fail. 

The  duty  which  I  prefs  upon  thee  fo  earneftly,  I 
fhall  now  defcribe  :  it  is  the  fet  and  folemn  acting  of 
all  the  powers  of  the  foul  upon  this  mqft  perfect  object 
[Reft]  by  meditation* 

I  will  a  little  more  fully  explain  the  meaning  of  this 
defcription,  that  fo  the  duty  may  lie  plain  before  thee. 
I.  The  general  title  that  I  give  this  duty  is  Meditation  : 
not  as  it  is  precifely  diftinguifhed  from  cogitation, 
confideration,  and  contemplation  ;  but  as  it  is  taken 
in  the  larger  and  ufual  fenfe  for  thinking  on  things 
fpiritual,  and  fo  comprehending  confideration  and  con- 
templation. 

That   meditation   is   a   duty  of  God's  ordaining,  not 
only  in   his  written  law,  but  alfo  in  nature  itfelf,    I 
never  met  with  the  man  that  would  deny  ;    But  that  it 
3  * 
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is  a  duty  conflantly  prattifed,  I  muft,  with  forrow, 
deny  :  it  is  in  word,  confeil'ed  to  be  a  duty  by  all,  but 
by  theconilant  negleft,  denied  by  moil :  and  (I  know- 
not  by  what  fatal  fecurity  it  comes  to  pafs,  that)  men 
who  are  very  tender  coni'cienced  towards  moil  other 
duties,  yet  as  eafily  overflip  this,  as  if  they  knew  it 
not  to  be  a  duty  at  all;  they  that  are  prefently  troubled 
if  they  omit  a  fermon,  a  fait,  a  prayer  in  public  or 
private,  yet  are  not  troubled  that  they  have  omitted 
meditation,  perhaps  all  their  life  time  to  this  very  day: 
though  it  be  that  duty  by  which  all  other  duties  are 
improved,  and  by  which  the  foul  digeiteth  truths,  aud 
draweth  forth  their  iirength  for  its  nouriihment.  Cer- 
tainly, I  think,  that  as  a  man  is  but  half  an  hour 
taking  into  his  ftomach  that  meat  which  he  mud  have 
feven  or  eight  hoars  to  digeft  ;  fo  a  man  may  take  into 
his  understanding  and  memory  more  truth,  in  one  hour, 
than  he  is  able  well  to  digeil  in  many.  Therefore  God 
commanded  Joihua,  "  That  the  book  of  the  law  mould 
not  depart  out  of  his  mouth,  but  that  he  mould  medi- 
tate therein  day  and  night ;  that  he  might  obferve  to 
do  according  to  that  which  is  written  therein. "  As  di- 
gellion  is  the  turning  of  the  food  into  chyle  and  blood, 
and  fpirits  and  flem  :  fo  meditation  rightly  managed, 
turneth  the  truths  received  and  remembered,  into  warm 
affection,  raifed  refolution,  and  holy  converfation. 
Therefore  what  good  thofe  men  are  likely  to  get  by 
fermons  or  providences,  who  are  unaccuftomed  to 
meditation,  you  may  eafily  judge.  And  why  fo  much 
preaching  is  loil  among  us,  and  men  can  run  from 
fermon  to  fermon,  and  yet  have  fuch  Ianguiming, 
ltarved  fouls,  I  know  no  truer  caufe  than  their  neglect 
of  meditation.  If  men  heard  one  hour  and  meditated 
feven  ;  if  they  did  as  conftantly  digeft  their  lermons  as 
they  hear  them,  they  would  find  another  kind  of  benefit 
by  fermons,   than  the  ordinary  fort  or'  chriilians  do. 

But  becaufe  meditation  is  a  general  word,  and  it  is 
not  all  meditation  that  I  here  intend,  I  fha.ll  therefore 
lay  down  the  difference  whereby  this  1  am  urging  is 
difcerned  from  all  other  forts  of  meditation.  And  the 
difference  is  taken  from  the  act,  and  from  the  object 
of  it. 

Z  From 
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From  the  act,  which  I  call  the  let  and  folemn  acting 
of  all  the  powers  of  the  foul. 

i.  I  call  it  the  acting  of  them,  for  it  is  action  that 
we  are  directing  you  in  now,  and  not  difpofitions  ;  yet 
thefe  alfo  are  neceflarily  pre-fuppofed  :  it  muft  be  a 
foul  that  is  qualified  for  the  work,  by  the  fupernatural 
grace  of  the  Spirit,  which  mult  be  able  to  perform  this 
heavenly  exercife.  It  is  a  work  of  the  living,  and  not 
of  the  dead  :  it  is  a  work  of  all  other  the  moll  fpiritual, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  well  performed  by  a  heart  that 
is  merely  carnal. 

2.  I  call  this  meditation  the  acting  of  the  powers  of 
the  foul,  meaning  the  foul  as  rational.  It  is  the  work 
of  the  foul  ;  for  bodily  exercife  doth  here  profit  but 
little.  The  foul  hath  its  labour  and  its  eafe,  its  bufinefs 
and  its  idlenefs,  as  well  as  the  body  ;  and  diligent 
ftudents  are  ufually  as  fenfible  of  the  labour  and  wea- 
rinefs  of  their  fpirits,  as  they  are  of  that  of  the  members 
of  the  body.  This  action  of  the  foul  is  it  1  perfuade 
thee  to. 

3.  I  call  it  the  acting  of  all  the  powers  of  the  foul, 
to  difference  it  from  the  common  meditation  of  Itudents, 
which  is  ufually  the  mere  employment  of  the  brain.  It 
is  not  a  bare  thinking  that  I  mean,  nor  the  mere  ufe  of 
invention  or  memory,  but  a  bufinefs  of  a  higher  or 
more  excellent  nature. 

The  underftanding  is  not  the  whole  foul,  and  there- 
fore cannot  do  the  whole  work  ;  as  God  hath  made 
feveral  parts  in  man,  to  perform  their  feveral  offices 
for  his  nourilhment  and  life  ;  fo  hath  he  ordained  the 
faculties  of  the  foul  to  perform  their  feveral  offices  for 
his  fpiritual  life  ;  fo  the  underftanding  muft  take  in 
truths,  and  prepare  them  for  the  will,  and  it  mult  re- 
ceive them,  and  commend  them  to  the  affections  :  the 
belt  digeftion  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  ftomach  ;  the 
affections  are  as  it  were  the  bottom  of  the  foul,  and 
therefore  the  belt  digeltion  is  there:  while  truth  is  but 
a  fpeculation  fwimming  in  the  brain,  the  foul  hath  not 
taken  fait  hold  of  it  \  Chrilt  and  heaven  have  various 
excellencies,  and  therefore  God  hath  formed  the  foul 
with  a  power  of  divers  ways  of  apprehending,  that  fo 
we  might  be  capable  of  enjoying  thofe  excellencies. 

What 
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What  good  could  all  the  glory  of  heaven  have  done 
us ;  or  what  pleafure  fhould  we  have  had  in  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  himfelf,  if  we  had  been  without  the  affec- 
tions of  love  and  joy,  whereby  we  are  capable  of  being 
delighted  in  that  goodnefs  ?  So  alio,  what  ftrength  or 
fweetnefs  canlt  thou  receive  by  thy  meditations  on  eter- 
nity, while  thou  dolt  not  exercife  thole  affections  which 
are  the  fcnks  of  the  foul,  by  which  it  mult  receive  this 
ilrength  and  fweetnefs  ? 

This  is  it  that  haih  deceived  chriltians  in  this  bufi- 
nefs :  they  have  thought  meditation  is  nothing  but  the 
bare  thinking  on  truths,  and  the  rolling  of  them  in 
the  undemanding  and  memory,  when  every  fchool-boy 
can  do  this. 

Therefore  this  is  the  great  talk  in  hand,  and  this  is 
the  work  that  I  would  let  thee  on  ;  to  get  thefe  truths 
from  thy  head  to  thy  heart;  that  all  the  fermons  which 
thou  hart  heard  of  heaven,  and  all  the  notions  thou  halt 
conceived  of  this  Relt,  may  be  turned  into  the  blood 
and  fpirit  of  affection,  and  thou  mayelt  feel  them  revive 
thee,  and  warm  thee  at  the  heart,  and  may  fo  think  of 
heaven,  as  beaven  fhould  be  thought  on. 

If  thou  fhouldit  iludy  nothing  but  heaven  while  thou 
liveit,  and  fhouldit  have  thy  thoughts  at  command,  to 
turn  them  thither  on  every  occahon,  and  yet  ihooldil 
proceed  no  farther  than  this  ;  this  were  not  the  medi- 
tation that  I  intended  :  as  it  is  thy  whole  foul  that  mult 
poffefs  God  hereafter,  fo  mult  the  whole  in  a  lower 
manner,  pollefs  him  here.  I  have  fnewn  you  in  the 
beginning  of  this  treatife,  how  the  foul  mult  enjoy  the 
Lord  in  glory,  to  wit,  by  knowing,  by  loving,  by 
joying  in  him  :  why,  the  very  fame  way  mult  thou 
begin   thy  enjoyment  here. 

So  much  as  thy  underltanding  and  affections  are  fin- 
cerely  acted  upon  God,  fo  much  dolt  thou  enjoy  him  : 
and  this  is  the  happy  work  of  this  meditation.  So 
that  you  fee  here  is  fomewhat  more  to  be  done,  than 
barely  to  remember  and  think  of  heaven  :  as  running, 
and  fuch  like  labours,  do  not  only  Itir  a  hand  or  foot, 
but  ftrain  and  exercife  the  whole  body;  fo  doth  medi- 
tation the  whole  foul. 

As  the  whole  was  rilled  with  fin  before,  fo  the  whole 
niuit  be  filled   with  God  now  :    as  St.  Paul   faith  of 
Z  2  knowledge 
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knowledge  and  gifts,  and  faith  to  remove  mountains, 
that  if  thou  haft  all  thefe  without  love,  thou  art  but 
a  fouvdivg  brafs,  or  a  tinkiing  cymbal;  fo  I  may  fay  of 
the  exercife  of  thefe  ;  if  in  this  work  of  meditation, 
thou  exercife  knowledge,  and  gifts,  and  faith  of  mira- 
cles, and  not  love  and  joy,  thou  doft  nothing  ;  if  thy 
meditation  tend  to  fill  thy  note  book  with  notions  and 
good  fayings  concerning  God,  and  not  thy  heart  with 
longings  after  him,  and  delight  in  him,  for  ought  I 
know,  thy  book  is  as  much  a  chriftian  as  thou  art. 

I  call  this  meditation,  fet  and  folemn,  to  difference 
it  from  that  which  is  occafional.  As  there  is  prayer 
which  is  folemn,  when  we  fet  ourfelves  wholly  to  the 
duty;  and  prayer  which  is  fudden  and  ihort,  commonly 
called  ejaculation,  when  a  man  in  the  midft  of  other 
buiinefs,  doth  fend  up  fome  brief  requeft  to  God  :  fo 
alfo  there  is  meditation  folemn,  when  we  apply  our- 
felves only  to  that  work ;  and  there  is  meditation 
which  is  fhort  and  curfory,  when  in  the  midft  of  our 
bufinefs  we  have  fome  good  thoughts  of  God  in  our 
mind.  And  as  folemn  prayer,  is  either  firft  fet,  when  a 
chriftian  obferving  it  as  a  ftanding  duty,  doth  refolvedly 
pracYiie  it  in  a  conftant  courfe;.  or  fecondly  occafional, 
when  fome  unufual  occafton  doth  put  us  upon  it  at  a 
feafon  extraordinary  :  fo  alfo  meditation. 

Now,  though  I  would  perfuade  you  to  that  medita- 
tion, which  is  mixed  with  your  common  labours,  and 
to  that  which  fpecial  occafions  direct  you  to  ;  yet 
thefe  are  not  the  main  things  which  1  here  intend  : 
but  that  you  would  make  it  a  conftant  ftanding  duty 
as  you  do  hearing,  and  praying,  and  reading  the  fcrip- 
ture,  and  that  you  would  folemnly  fet  yourfelves  about 
it,  and  make  it  for  that  time  your  whole  work,  and 
intermix  other  matters  no  more  with  it,  than  you  would 
do  with  praying  or  other  duties.  Thus  you  fee  what 
kind  of  meditation  it  is  that  we  fpeak  of,  viz.  the  fet 
and  folemn  acting  of  the  powers  of  the  foul. 

The  fecond  part  of  the  difference  is  drawn  from  its 
object,  which  is  reft,  or  the  moil:  blefled  eftate  of  man 
in  his  everlafting  enjoyment  of  God  in  heaven.  Medi- 
tation hath  a  large  field  to  walk  in,  and  hath  as  many 
objects  to  work  upon,  as  there  are  matters,  and  lines, 
and  words  in  the  icriptures,  as  ihere  are  known  crea* 

Cures 
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tures  in  the  whole  creation,  and  as  there  are  particular 
difcernable  paflages  of  providence  in  the  government 
of  all  perfons  and  actions  through  the  world.  But  the 
meditation  that  I  now  direct  you  in,  is  only  of  the  end 
of  all  thefe,  and  of  thefe  as  they  refer  to  that  end  :  it 
is  noc  a  walk  from  mountains  to  valleys,  from  fea  to 
land,  from  kingdom  to  kingdom,  from  planet  to  planet;, 
but  it  is  a  walk  from  mountains  and  valleys  to  the 
holy  Mount  Sion  ;  from  fea  and  land  to  the  land  of  the 
living  ;  from  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  to  the  king- 
dom of  faints  ;  from  earth  to  heaven  ;  from  time  to 
eternity.  It  is  a  walking  upon  the  fun,  and  moon,  and 
itars  ;  it  is  a  walk  in  the  garden  and  paradife  of  God. 
It  may  feem  far  ofF;  but  fpirits  are  quick  ;  whether  in 
the  body,  or  out  of  the  body,  their  motion  is  fwift  ; 
they  are  not  fo  heavy  or  dull  as  thefe  earthly  lumps, 
nor  fo  flow  of  motion  as  thefe  clods  of  flefh.  I  would 
not  have  youcaft  off  your  other  medications ;  but  furely 
as  heaven  hath  the  pre-eminence  in  perfection,  fo  mould 
it  have  the  pre-eminence  alfo  in  our  meditation  :  that 
which  will  make  us  molt  happy  when  we  poilefs  it, 
will  make  us  moil:  joyful  when  we  meditate  upon  it  ; 
efpecially  when  that  meditation  is  a  degree  of  pof- 
feffion,  if  it  be  fuch  arreting  meditation  as  I  here 
defcribe. 

You  need  not  here  be  -troubled  with  fear,  left  ltudy- 
ing  fo  much  on  thefe  higher  matters  ihould  make  you 
mad.  If  I  fet  you  to  meditate  as  much  on  fin  and 
wrath,  and  to  ftudy  nothing  but  judgment  and  damna- 
tion, then  you  might  fear  fuch  an  iffue,  But  it  is  hea- 
ven, and  not  hell,  that  [  would  perfuade  you  to  walk 
in;  it  is  joy  and  not  forrow,  that  I  perfuade  you  to 
look  on  :  no  deformed  object,  but  only  upon  the 
ravifhing  glory  of  Saints,  and  the  unfpeakable  excel- 
lencies of  the  God  of  glory,  and  the  beams  that  itream 
from  the  face  of  his  Son.  Are  thefe  fad  thoughts? 
Will  it  detract  a  man  to  think  of  his  h.ippinefs  ?  Will; 
it  dittracl  the  miferable  to  think  of  mercy  ?  Or  the- 
captive  or  prifoner  to  forefee  deliverance?  Neither 
do  I  perfuade  your  thoughts  to  matters  of  great  dilft- 
cultv,  or  to  iludy  knotty  controverfies  of  heaven,  or 
to  fearch  out  things  beyond  your  reach.  If  you  mould 
thus  fet  your  wit  upon  the  tenters,  you  might  be  quickly. 
Z  3  diffracted 
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detracted  indeed  :  but  it  i^>  your  alrecHons  more  than 
jfOUt  inventions  thai  muit  be  u4ed  in  this  heavenly  em- 
ployment we  fpeak  of.  They  are  truths  which  are 
commonly  known,  which  your  fouls  mufr  draw  forth 
and  feed  upon.  The  relurreclion  of  the  body,  anl 
the  life  everlailing,  are  articles  of  your  ereed,  and  not 
nice  cootroveriiesi  Methinks  it  (hould  be  more  likely 
to  make  a  man  mad,  to  think  of  living  in  a  world  of 
woe,  to  think  of  abiding  among  the  rage  of  wiefcei 
men,  than  to  think  of  living  with  Chrift  in  blifs.  Me- 
thinks if  we  be  not  mad  already,  it  (hculd  fooner  dif- 
tract  us,  to  hear  the  tempeit  and  roaring  waves,  to  fee 
the  billow's,  and  rock's,  and  lands  and  gulphs,  than  to 
think  of  arriving  iafe  at  relt.  "  But  YVifdorn  is  jufti- 
fied  of  all  her  children."  Knowledge  hath  no  enemy 
but  the  ignorant.  This  heavenly  courfe  was  never 
fpoken  againil  by  any,  but  thefe  who  either  never  knew 
it,  or  tiled  it  not.  i  more  fear  the  negledl  of  men  that 
do  approve  it.  Truth  lofeth  more  by  loofe  friends* 
than  by  (bar pelt  enemies. 


CKAP.     VI. 

The  fitttf:    Time    and   Place  for    this   Contemplation,    and 
the  Preparation  of  the  Heart  unto  it* 

Thus  I  have  opened  to  you  the  nature  of  this  du- 
ty ;  1  proceed  to  direct  you  in  the  work;  where 
T  (hall,  Firit,  Shew  you  how  you  mull  fet  upon  it  : 
Secondly,  How  you  mail  behave  in  it  :  and  Thirdly, 
How  you  (hall  Ihut  it  up.  I  advife  thee,  i.  Somewhat 
concerning  the  Time  2.  Somewhat  concerning  the 
Place.  And  3,  Somewhat  concerning  the  frame  of 
thy  Spirt. 

And  j.  For  the  time,  I  advife  thee  that  as  much  as 
may  be,  it  be  fet  and  conftant.  Proportion  out  fuch  a 
part  of  thy  time  to  the  work. 

Stick  not  at  their  fcruples,  who  quellion  the  (rating 
of  times  as  fuperilitious  :  if  thou  fait  out  thy  time  to. 
the  advantage  of  the  work,   and  place  no  religion  in 
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the   time   itfelf ;    thou  needeft  not  to  fear  left  this  be 
iuperftition.     As  a  workman  ta   his   fhop  will  have  a 
fet  place  tor  every  one   of  his    tools,  or  elfe  when  he 
fnould    Life   it,  it  may  be  to  leek  ;    To  a  chritfian  mould 
have  a  fet  time  for  every  ordinary  duty,  or  elfe  when 
he  fhould  praftife  it,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  he  will  be  put 
by  it.     Stated  time  is  a  hedge  to  duty,  and  defends  it 
againft  many  temptations  to  omiflion.     God  hath  ftated 
none  but   the   Sabbath   himfelf;  buc  he  hath  left  it  to 
be   Hated  by  ourfelves,  according  to  every  man's  con- 
dition and  occafions,  left  otherwife  his  law  fhould  have 
been  a  burthen  or  a  fnare.     Yet  hath  he  left  us  general 
rules,    which  by  the  ufe  of  r^afon,  and  chriftian  pru- 
dence, may  help  us  to  determine  the  ntteft  times. 

It  is  as  ridiculous  a  queftion  of  them  that  afk  us, 
Where  fcripture  commands  to  pray  Co  oft,  or  at  fuch, 
hours  ?  As  if  they  afked,  Where  the  fcripture  com- 
mands that  the  church  ftand  in  fuch  a  place  ?  Or  the 
pulpit  in  fuch  a  place  ?  Or  my  feat  in  fuch  a  place  ? 
Of  where  it  commands  a  man  to  read  the  fcriptures 
with  a  pair  of  fpe&acles  ? 

Moll  that  1  have  known  to  argue  againft  a  ftated 
time,  have  at  laft  grown  carelefs  of  the  duty  itfelf,  and 
fhewed  more  diflike  againft  the  work  than  the  time. 
If  Tod  give  me  fo  much  money  or  wealth,  and  tell 
me  not  in  fcripture  how  much  fuch  a  poor  man  muft: 
have,  nor  how  much  my  family,  nor  how  much  in 
clothes,  and  •  jw  much  in  expences  ;  is  it  not  lawful, 
yea,  and  neceifary,  that  1  fhould  make  the  diviiionmyfelf, 
and  allow  to  each  the  due  portion  ?  So  if  God  doth 
beiiow  on  me  a  day  or  week  of  time,  and  give  me  fuch 
and  fuch  work  to  do  in  this  time,  and  tell  me  not  how 
much  I  mall  allot  to  each  work  ;  certainly  I  muft  make 
the  divifion  myfelf,  and  proportion  it  wifely  and  care- 
fully too  Though  Gcci  hath  not  told  you  at  what 
hour  you  (hall  rife  in  the  morning,  or  at  what  hours 
you  mall  eat  and  drink  ;  yet  your  own  reafon  and  ex- 
perience will  tell  you,  that  ordinarily  you  fhould  ob- 
serve a  ftated  time.  Neither  let  the  fear  of  curtomarnefs 
and  formality  deter  you  from  this.  This  argument 
hath  brought  the  Lord's  fupper  from  once  a  week,  to 
©nee  a  quarter,  or  once  a  year  :  and  it  hath  broutgnc 
family  duties  with  too  many  of  late,  from  twice  a  day 
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to  once  a  week  or  once  a  month.  I  advife  thee  there- 
fore, if  well  thou  maydt,  to  allow  this  duty  a  iiated 
time,  and  be  as  conltant  in  it  as  in  hearing  and  pray- 
ing :  yet  be  cautious  in  underlhnding  this.  I  know 
this  will  not  prove  every  man's  duty  ;  lome  have  not 
themfelves  and  their  time  at  command,  and  therefore 
cannot  fet  their  hours  :  fuch  are,  molt  fervants,  and. 
many  children  of  poor  parents  ;  and  many  are  fo  poor 
that  the  neceflides  of  their  families  will  deny  them  this 
freedom.  I  do  not  think  it  the  duty  of  fuch  to  leave 
their  labours  for  this  work  jult  at  certain  fet  times,  no 
nor  for  prayer.  Of  two  duties  we  mull  chufe  the 
greater,  though  of  two  fins,  we  mud  choofe  neither.  I 
think  fuch  perfons  had  beft  be  watchful,  to  redeem 
time  as  much  as  they  can,  and  take  their  vacant  oppor- 
tunities as  they  fall,  and  efpecially  to  join  meditation 
and  prayer,  as  much  as  they  can>  with  the  labours  of 
their  callings.  There  is  no  fuch  enmity  between  la- 
bouring, and  meditating,  or  praying  in  the  fpirit,  but 
that  both  may  be  done  together  ;  yet  1  fay  (as  Paul  in. 
another  cafe)  If  thou  canjl  be  free,  v/e  it  rather.  Thofe. 
that  have  more  fpare  time,  1  itill  advife  that  they  keep 
this  duty  to  a  Rated  time.  And  indeed  it  were  not  ill 
husbandry,  nor  point  of  felly,  if  we  did  fo  by  all  other 
duties  :  if  we  conilder  the  ordinary  works  of  the 
day,  and  fuited  out  a  fit  feafon  and  proportion  of  time 
to  every  work,  and  fixed  this  in  our  memory  and  re- 
folution,  or  wrote  it  in  a  table,  and  kept  it  in  our 
clofets,  and  never  broke  it  but  upon  unexpected  and 
extraordinary  caufes  :  if  every  work  of  the  day  had 
thus  its  appointed  time,  we  mould  be  better  lkilled  both 
in  redeeming  time,  and  performing  duty. 

2.  I  advife  thee  alio,  concerning  thy  time  for  this 
duty,  That  as  it  be  ftatcd,  fo  it  be  frequent.  Jufr.  how 
eft  it  mould  be,  J  cannot  determine,  becaufe  men's 
conditions  may  vary  it  :  but  in  general,  that  it  be 
frequent,  the  fcripture  requireth,  when  it  mentioneth, 
meditating  continually,  and  day  and  night.  Circum- 
flances  of  our  condition  may  much  vary  the  circum- 
stance of  our  duties.  It  may  be  one  man's  duty  to  hear 
or  pray  ofvner  than  another's,  and  fo  it  may  be  in  this 
of  meditation  :  but  for  thefe  that  can  conveniently 
emit  o'.her  befine  fs,  1  advife,  that  it  be  once  a  dav  at 
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kail.  Though  fcripture  tell  us  not  how  oft  in  a  day 
we  fhould  eat  or  drink  :  yet  prudence  and  experience 
will  direct  us  to  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

T hofe  that  think  they  fhould  not  tie  themfelves  to 
order  and  number  of  duties :  but  mould  then  only 
meditate  or  pray,  when  they  find  the  Spirit  provoking 
them  to  it,  go  upon  uncertain  and  unfcriptural  grounds* 
I  am  fure  the  fcripture  provokes  us  to  frequency,  and 
our  neceffity  fecondeth  the  voice  of  fcripture:  and  if 
through  my  own  neglect,  or  refitting  the  Spirit,  I  do 
not  find  it  fo  excite  me,  I  dare  not  therefore  difobey 
the  fcripture,  nor  neglect  the  neceflities  of  my  own 
foul.  I  fhould  fufpect  that  fpirit  which  would  turn 
my  foul  from  conilancy  in  duty  :  if  the  Spirit  in  fcrip- 
ture bid  me  meditate  and  pray,  I  dare  not  forbear  it, 
becaufe  I  find  not  the  fpirit  within  me  to  fecond  the 
command  :  Tf  I  find  not  inclination  to  duty  before,  yet 
I  may  find  amftance  while  I  wait  in  performance.  I 
am  afraid  of  laying  my  corruptions  upon  the  Spirit, 
or  blaming  the  want  of  the  Spirit's  affiftance,  when  I 
mould  blame  the  backwardnefs  of  my  own  heart ;  nor 
dare  I  make  one  corruption  a  plea  for  another ;  nor 
urge  the  inward  rebellion  of  my  nature,  as  a  reafon 
for  the  outward  diiobedience  of  my  life  :  and  for  the 
healing  of  my  nature's  backwardnefs,  I  more  expect 
that  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  mould  do  it  in  a  way  of  duty, 
than  in  a  way  of  difobedience  and  neglect  of  duty. 
*  Men  that  fall  on  duty  according  to  the  frame  of  their 
fpirit  only,  are  like  our  ignorant  vulgar,  who  think 
their  appetite  fhould  be  the  only  rule  of  their  eating  ; 
when  a  wife  man  judgeth  by  reafon  and  experience, 
left  when  his  appetite  is  depraved,  he  fhould  either 
furfeit  or  famiih.  Our  deiire  is  no  fure  rule  for  our 
times  of  duty  ;  but  the  word  of  God  in  general,  and 
our  fpiritual  reafon,  experience,  neceffity,  and  con- 
venience in  particular,  may  truly  direct  us. 

Three  reafcns  efpecially  (hould  perfuade  thee  to  fre- 
quency in  this  meditation  on  heaven. 

1.  Becaufe  feldom  converting  with  him  will  breed  a 
flrangenefs  betwixt  thy  foul  and  God:  frequent  fociety 
breeds  familiarity,  aud  familiarity  increafeth  iove  and 
delight,  and  maketh  us  bold  and  confident  in  our  ad- 
drefles..     This  is  the  main:  end  of  this  duty,  that  thou 
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mayeft  have  acqaintance  and  fellowfhio  with  God 
therein  ;  therefore  if  thou  come  but  feldom  to  it,  thou 
wilt  keep  thyfelf  a  ilranger  Hill,  and  fo  mils  of  the  end 
of  the  work. 

2.  Seldomnefs  will  make  thee  unfkilful  in  the  work, 
and  ftrange  to  the  duty,  as  well  as  to  God.  How 
clumfily  do  men  fet  their  hands  to  a  work  they  are 
feldom  employed  in  ?  Whereas  frequency  will  habituate 
thy  heart  to  the  work,  and  thou  wilt  better  know  the 
way  in  which  thou  daily  walkeit,  yea,  and  it  will  be 
more  eafy  and  delightful  alfo  :  the  hill  which  made 
thee  pant  and  blow  at  the  full  going  up,  thou  mayelt 
run  up  eafily  when  thou  art  once  accuftomed  to  it. 

3.  And  laflly.  Thoj  wilt  lofe  that  heat  and  life  by 
long  imermiffions,  which  with  much  ado  thou  didli 
obtain  in  duty.  If  thou  eat  but  a  meal  in  two  or  three 
days,  thou  wilt  lofe  thy  ftrength  as  fafl  as  thou  getteil 
it :  if  in  holy  meditation  thou  get  near  to  Chrift,  and 
warm  thy  heart  with  the  fire  of  love,  if  thou  then  turn 
away,  and  come  but  feldom,  thou  wilt  foon  return  to 
thy  former  coldnefs. 

Jt  is  true,  the  intermixed  ufe  of  other  duties  may  do 
much  to  the  keeping  thy  heart  above,  efpecially  fecret 
prayer  ;  but  meditation  is  the  life  of  moft  other  duties  ; 
and  the  view  of  heaven  is  the  life  of  meditation. 

4.  Concerning  the  time  of  this  duty,  I  advife  thee 
that  thou  chufe  the  moft  feafonable  time.  All  things 
are  beautiful  in  their  feafon.  Unfcafonablenefs  may 
lofe  the  fruit  of  thy  labour  ;  it  may  raife  diflurbances 
and  difficulties  in  the  work  ;  yea,  it  may  turn  a  duty 
to  fin  ;  when  the  feafonablenefs  of  a  duty  doth  make 
it  eafy,  doth  remove  impediments,  doth  embolden  us 
to  the  undertaking,  and  ripen  its  fruits. 

The  feafons  of  this  duty  are  either,  Firft,  ordinary: 
or  Secondly,  extraordinaiy. 

Firft,  The  ordinary  feafon  of  your  daily  performance 
cannot  be  particularly  determined,  otherwise.  God 
would  have  determined  it  in  his  word.  Men's  con- 
ditions of  employment  and  freedom  and  bodily  temper, 
are  fo  various,  that  the  fame  may  be  a  feafonable  hour 
to  one,  which  may  be  unieafonable  to  another.  Li  thou 
be  a  fervant,  or  an  hard  labourer,  that  thou  haft  not 
thy  time  at  command,  thou  mull:  take  that  feafon  which 
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thy  bufinefs  will  belt  afford:  either  as  thou  fitted  ia 
the  ihop  at  thy  work,  or  as  thou  traveller!  on  the  way, 
or  as  thou  Hell  waking  in  the  night.  Every  man  be. I 
knows  his  own  time,  even  when  he  hath  the  lead  to 
hinder  him  in  the  world  :  but  for  thofe  whole  nccefli- 
ties  tie  them  not  fo  clofe,  but  that  they  may  chufe 
what  time  of  the  day  they  will,  my  advice  to  fuch  is, 
that  they  carefully  obferve  the  temper  of  their  body 
and  mind,  and  mark  when  they  find  their  fpiiits  mod 
active  and  fit  for  contemplation,  and  pitch  upon  that 
as  the  dated  time.  Some  men  are  freed  for  duties 
when  they  are  falling,  and  fome  are  then  mod  unfit. 
Every  man  is  the  bell  judge  for  himfelf.  The  time 
I  have  always  found  fitted  for  myfelf,  is  the  evening, 
from  fun-fetting  to  the  twilight  ;  and  fome  times  in  the 
night  when  it  is  warm  and  clear. 

The  Lord's  day  is  a  time  exceeding  feafonable  for 
this  exercife.  When  fliould  we  more  feafonably  con- 
template on  refl,  than  on  that  day  which  doth  typify 
it  to  us  ?  Neither  do  I  think  that  typifying  ufe  is  ceafed, 
becaufe  the  antitype  is  not  fully  come.  However  it 
being  a  day  appropriated  for  worfhip  and  fpiritual  du- 
ties, we  mould  never  exclude  this  duty,  which  is  fo 
eminently  fpiritual-  I  think  verily  this  is  the  chief 
work  of  a  chriftian  fabbath,  and  molt  agreeable  to  the 
intent  of  its  pofitive  inltitution.  What  fitter  time  to 
converfe  with  our  Lord,  than  on  that  day  which  he- 
hath  appropriated  to  fuch  employments,  and  therefore 
called  the  Lord's  day  ?  What  fitter  day  to  afcend  to 
heaven,  than  that  on  which  our  Lord  did  arife  from 
earth,  and  fully  triumph  over  death  and  hell,  and  take 
pofTeflion  of  heaven  before  us. 

Two  forts  of  chriitians  I  would  intreat  to  take  notice 
of  this  efpecially. 

1.  Thofe  that  fpend  the  Lord's  day  only  in  public 
worfhip  ;  either  through  the  neglect  of  meditation,  or 
elfe  by  their  over-much  exercife  of  the  public,  allowing 
no  time  to  private  duty  :  tho'  there  be  few  that  offend 
in  this  kind  ;  yet  fome  there  are,  and  a  hurtful  miilake 
to  the  foul  it  is.  They  will  decline  in  gifts,  if  they 
exercife  but  their  gifts  in  outward  performances. 

2.  Thofe  that  have  time  on  the  Lord's  day  for  idle- 
nefs  and  vain  difcourfe,  and  find  the  day   longer  than 
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they  know  how  well  to  fpend  ;  were  thefe  but  ac- 
quainted with  this  duty  of  contemplation,  they  would 
need  no  other  recreation  ;  they  would  think  the  longed 
day  fhort  enough,  and  be  forry  that  the  night  had 
(hortened  their  pleafure. 

Secondly,  For  the  extraordinary  performance  of  this 
duty,  thefe  following  are  teafonable  times. 

1.  When  God  doth  extraordinarily  revive  thy  fpirit. 
When  God  hath  enkindled  thy  fpirit  with  fire  from 
above,  it  is  that  it  may  mount  aloft  more  freely.  It  is  a 
choice  part  of  a  chriftian's  fkill,  to  obferve  the  temper 
of  his  own  fpirit,  and  to  obferve  the  gales  of  grace, 
and  how  the  Spirit  of  Chrifr.  doth  move  upon  his. 
Without  Chri/i  <vue  can  do  nothing  :  therefore  let  us  be 
doing  when  he  is  doing  :  and  be  fure  not  to  be  out  of 
the  way,  nor  afleep  when  he  comes.  A  little  labour 
will  fet  thy  heart  a-going  at  fuch  a  time,  when  at  an- 
other thou  mayeft  take  pains  to  little  purpofe. 

2.  When  thou  art  caft  into  troubles  of  mind,  thro' 
fufferings,  or  fear,  or  care,  or  temptations,  then  it  is 
feafonable  to  addrefs  thyfcif  to  this  duty.  When  fhould 
we  take  our  cordials,  but  in  our  times  of  fainting  ? 
When  is  it  more  feafonable  to  walk  to  heaven,  than 
when  we  know  not  in  what  corner  of  the  earth  to  live 
with  comfort  ?  Or  when  mould  our  thoughts  converfe 
above,  but  when  they  have  nothing  but  grief  to  con- 
verfe with  below  ? 

3.  Another  fit  feafon  for  this  heavenly  duty,  is, 
When  the  merTengers  of  God  fummon  us  to  die  ;  when 
either  our  grey  hairs,  or  our  languishing  bodies,  or 
fome  fuch  fore-runners  of  death,  tell  us  that  our  change 
cannot  be  far  off:  when  mould  we  more  frequently 
fweeten  our  fouls  with  believing  thoughts  of  another 
life,  than  when  we  find  that  this  is  almoit  ended,  and 
when  flefh  is  raifing  fears  and  terrors  ?  Surelv  no  men 
have  greater  need  of  fupporting  joys  than  dying  men  : 
and  thofe  joys  muft  be  fetched  from  our  eternal  Life. 

It  now  follows,  that  I  fpeak  a  word  of  the  fitteft 
place.  Though  God  is  every  where  to  be  found,  yet 
fome  places  are  more  convenient  than  others. 

As  this  is  a  private  and  fpiritual  duty,  fo  it  is  more 
convenient  that  thou  retire  to  fome  private  place.  Our 
fpirits  have  need  of  every  help,  and  to  be  freed  from 
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every  hindrance  in  the  work.  For  occafional  medita- 
tion I  give  thee  not  this  advice ;  but  for  fet  and  fa- 
lemn  duty,  I  advife  that  thou  withdraw  thyfelf  from 
all  fociety,  that  thou  mayeft  awhile  enjoy  the  fociety  of 
thrift. 

And  as  I  advife  thee  to  a  place  of  retirednefs ;  fo 
alfo  that  thou  obferve  more  particularly,  what -place  or 
pofrure  belt  agreeth  with  thy  fpirit ;  whether  within 
doors,  or  without ;  whether  fitting  flill  or  walking.  I' 
believe  Ifaac's  example  in  this  alfo,  will  direct  us  to 
the  place  and  pollure  which  will  belt,  fuit  with  molt, 
as  it  did  with  me,  viz.  His  walking  forth  to  meditate  in 
the  f  eld  at  the  e-ven-tide.  And  Chrift's  own  example 
gives  us  the  like  direction.  Chrilt  was  ufed  to  a  foli- 
tary  garden  ;  and  tho*  he  took  his  difciples  thither  with 
him,  yet  did  he  feparate  himfelf  from  them  for  more 
facred  devotions. 

I  am  next  to  advife  thee  fomewhat  concerning  the 
preparations  of  thy  heart.  The  fuccefs  of  the  work 
doth  much  depend  on  the  frame  of  the  heart.  When 
man's  heart  had  nothing  in  it  that  might  grieve  the 
Spirit,  then  it  was  the  delightful  habitation  of  his 
Maker.  God  did  not  quit  his  refidence  there  till  man 
did  repel  him  by  unworthy  provocations.  There  grew 
no  ftrangenefs  till  the  heart  grew  finful,  and  too  loath- 
fome  a  dungeon  for  God  to  delight  in.  And  were  the 
foul  reftored  to  its  former  innocency,  God  would 
quickly  return  to  his  former  habitation  ;  yea,  fo  far  as 
it  is  renewed  and  repaired  by  the  Spirit,  the  Lord  Will 
yet  acknowledge  it  his  own,  and  Chrift  will  manifefl 
himfelf  unto  it,  and  the  Spirit  will  take  it  for  his 
temple  and  refidence.  So  far  as  the  foul  is  qualified 
for  converting  with  God,  fo  far  it  doth  actually  enjof 
him.  Therefore,  "  keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence, 
for  from  thence  are  the  ilTues  of  life." 

More  particularly,  when  thou  fetteft  on  this  duty. 
I.  Get  thy  heart  as  clear  from  the  world  as  thou  canii; 
wholly  lay  by  the  thoughts  of  thy  bufmefs,  of  thy 
troubles,  of  thy  enjoyments,  and  of  every  thing  that 
may  take  up  any  room  in  thy  foul.  Get  thy  loul  a& 
empty  as  pofiibly  thou  canft,  that  fo  it  may  be  more 
capable  of  being  filled  with  God.  It  is  a  work  that 
will  require  all  the  powers  of  thy  foul,  if  thev  were  a 
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thoafand  times  more  capacious  and  aiftive  than  they  are, 
and  therefore  you  have  need  to  lay  by  al!  other  thought* 
and  affedioiis,    while   you  are  bufied  here, 

2.  Be  Cure  thou  fet  upon  this  woik  with  the  greateft 
ferioufnefs  that  poffibly  thou  can  ft.  Cuftomaiinefs  here 
is  a  killing  fin.  There  is  no  triding  in  holy  things: 
God  will  be  fancYiried  of  all  chat  draw  near  to  him. 
Thefe  fpiritual  duties  are  the  molt  dangerous  of  all, 
if  we  mifcarry  in  them.  The  more  they  advanc  ■  the 
foul,  being  well  ufed,  the  more  they  deftroy  it,  being 
ufed  unfaithfully,  as  the  belt  means  corrupted  are  the 
word. 

To  help  thee  therefore  to  be  ferious  when  thou  fctteft 
on  this  work;  Firft,  Labour  to  have  the  deepeft  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  prefence  of  God,  and  of  the  incom- 
prehenfible  greatnefs  of  the  Majefty  whom  thou  ap- 
proacheft.  Think  with  what  reverence  thou  fhouldit 
approach  thy  Maker;  think  thou  art  addrefling  thyfelf 
to  Him  f  that  made  the  worlds  with  the  word  of  his 
mouth ;  that  upholds  the  earth  as  in  the  palm  of  his 
hand  :  that  keeps  the  fun,  and  moon,  and  heaven  in 
their  couries  ;  that  bounds  the  raging  lea  with  the 
lands,  and  faith,  Hitherto  go,  and  no  farther  :  '  thou 
art  going  to  converfe  with  Him,  before  whom  the  earth 
will  quake,  and  devils  tremble  :  before  whofe  bar  thou 
mull  fhortly  {land,  and  all  the  world  with  thee,  to  re- 
ceive their  doom.  O  think,  I  mail  then  have  lively 
apprehenlions  of  his  Majefty  ;  my  drowfy  fpirits  will 
then  be  awakened :  why  mould  I  not  now  be  roufed 
with  the  fenfe  of  his  greatnefs,  and  with  the  dread  of 
his  name  poifefs  my  foul  ? 

Secondly,  Labour  to  apprehend  the  greatnefs  of  the 
work  which  thou  attempted,  and  to  be  deeply  fenfible 
both  of  its  weight  and  height.  If  thou  wert  pleading 
for  thy  life  at  the  bar  of  a  judge,  thou  wouldft  be 
ferious ;  and  yet  that  were  but  a  trifle  to  this  :  if  thou 
wert  engaged  in  fuch  a  work  as  David  was  againil 
Goliah,  whereon  a  kingdom's  deliverance  depended, 
in  itfelf  confidered,  it  were  nothing  to  this.  Suppofe 
thou  wert  going  to  fuch  a  wreftling  as  Jacob's ;  fup- 
pofe  thou  wert  going  to  fee  the  fight  which  the  three 
difciples  faw  in  the  Mount ;  how  ferioufly,  how  reve- 
rently wouldft  thou  both  approach  and  behold!     If 
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fome  angel  from  heaven  fhould  but  appoint  to  meet 
thee,  at  the  time  and  place  of  thy  contemplation,  how 
apprchenfivcly  wouldfh  thou  go  to  meec  hirn  !  Why 
ccnlider  then  with  what  a  fpint  thou  fhouMO:  meet  the 
Lord,  and  with  what  fenoufnefs  and  dread  thou  ihouldft 
daily  converfe  with  him  ! 

Confider  alfo  the  bleifed  ifTue  of  the  work.  If  it 
fucceed,  it  will  be  an  admiffion  of  thee  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  God,  a  beginning  of  thy  eternal  glory  on 
earth  ;  a  mean  to  make  thee  live  above  the  rate  of 
other  men,  and  admit  thee  into  the  next  room  to  the 
angels  themfelves  ;  a  mean  to  mnke  thee  live  and  die 
both  joyfully  and  blefledly  :  fo  that  the  prize  being 
great,  thy  preparation  fhould  be  anlwerable. 


CHAP.     VII. 

What  AjftBions  muji  be  a&ed,  and  by  what  Confider  at  i ens 
and  Objetts,  and  in  what  Order, 

TO  draw  the  heart  nearer  the  work  ;  the  next  thing 
to  be  difcovered,  is,  what  powers  of  the  foul 
mud  here  be  afted,  what  affections  excited,  what  con- 
federations are  necefTary  thereto,  and  in  what  order  we 
rouft  proceed. 

1.  You  muft  go  to  the  memory,  which  is  the  maga- 
zine or  treafure  of  the  understanding,  thence  you  muft 
take  forth  thofe  heavenly  do&nnes  which  you  intend 
to  make  the  fubjeft  of  your  meditation.  For  the  prefent 
purpofe,  you  may  look  over  any  promife  of  eternal 
life  in  the  gofpel ;  any  defcnption  of  the  glory  of  the 
faints,  of  the  refurre&ion  of  the  body,  and  life  ever- 
lafting.  Some  one  fentence  concerning  thofe  everlaiting 
joys,  may  afford  you  matter  for  many  years  medita- 
tion :  yet  it  will  be  a  point  of  wifdom  here,  to  have 
always  a  ftock  of  matter  in  your  memory,  that  fo  when 
you  fhould  ufe  it,  you  may  bring  forth  out  of  your  trea- 
sury things  new  and  old.  If  we  took  things  in  order, 
and  obferved  fome  method  in  refpett  of  the  matter, 
A  a  2  and 
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and  meditated  firft  on  one  truth  concerning  eternity, 
and  then  on  another,  it  would  not  be  amiis.  And  if 
any  perfons  fhould be  barren  of  matter,  thro'  weaknefs  of 
memory,  they  might  have  notes  or  books  on  this  fub- 
ject  for  their  furtherance. 

2.  When  you  have  (elected  from  your  memory  the 
matter  of  your  meditation,  your  next  work  is  to  pre- 
fent  it  to  your  judgment  :  open  there  the  cafe  as  fully 
as  you  can,  fet  forth  the  feveral  dignities  belonging 
to  the  kingdom,  as  they  are  partly  laid  open  in  the 
beginning  of  this  book;  let  judgment  deliberately  view 
them  over,  and  take  as  exact  a  furvey  as  it  can  ; 
then  put  the  queftion,  and  require  a  determination.  Is 
there  happinefs  in  all,  or  not?  Is  not  here  enough  to 
make  me  bleffed  ?  Can  he  want  any  thing,  who  fully 
poflelTeth  God  ?  Is  there  any  thing  higher  for  a  crea- 
ture to  attain  ?  Thus  urge  thy  judgment  to  pafs  an 
upright  fentence,  and  compel  it  to  fubicribe  to  the  per- 
fection cf  thy  celeftial  happinefs,  and  leave  this  fentence 
as  under  us  hand  upon  record. 

Thus  exercife  thy  judgment  in  the  contemplation  of 
thy  Reft;  thus  magnify  and  advance  the  Lord  in  thy 
heart,  till  an  holy  admiration  hath  pofTerfed  thy  ibul. 

3.  But  the  great  work  which  you  may  cither  pre- 
mife,  or  fubjoin  to  this,  as  you  pleafe,  is  to  exercife  thy 
belief  of  the  truth  of  thy  Reft  :  and  that  both  in  re- 
fpect  of  the  truth  of  the  promife,  and  alio  the  truth  of 
thine  own  intereft  and  title.  As  unbelief  doth  caufe 
the  languifhing  of  all  our  graces  ;  fo  faith  would  do 
much  to  revive  and  actuate  them,  if  it  were  but  revived 
and  actuated  itfelf. 

If  we  did  foundly  believe,  that  within  a  few  days  our 
eyes  fhall  behold  it ;  O  what  paftions  would  it  raile 
within  us !  Were  we  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  every 
word  in  the  fcripture  concerning  the  inconceivable  joys 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  inexpreflible  blefiednefs  of  the 
life  to  come,  were  the  very  word  of  the  living  God, 
and  fhould  certainly  be  performed  to  the  fmalleft  tittle, 
O  what  aftonifhing  apprehenfions  of  that  life  would  it 
breed  I  How  would  it  actuate  every  affection  !  How 
would  it  tranfport  us  with  joy,  upon  the  leaft  affurance 
of  our  title !   If  I  were  as  verily  perfuaded,  that  I  (hall 
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fhortly  fee  thofe  great  things  of  eternity,  promifed  in 
the  word,  as  I  am,  that  this  is  a  chair  that  I  fit  on>  or 
that  this  is  paper  on  which  I  write  ;  would  it  .not  put 
another  fpirit  within  me  ?  Would  it  not  make  me  for- 
get and  defpife  the  world  ?  And  even  forget  to  fieep, 
or  to  eat  ?  And  fay,  as  Chrift,  "  I  have  meat  to  eat 
that  ye  know  not  of?  "  O,  Sirs !  ye  little  know  what  a 
thorough  belief  would  work  ! 

Therefore  let  this  be  the  chief  part  of  your  bufinefs 
in  meditation.  Read  over  the  promifes;  fiudy  all  coxy- 
firm  ng  providences  :  call  forth  thine  own  experience  : 
remember  the  fcriptures  already  fulfilled  both  to  the 
church  and  faints  in  the  former  ages,  and  eminently  to 
both  in  this  prefent  age,  and  thofe  that  have  been  ful- 
filled particularly  to  thyielf. 

Set  before  your  faith,  the  freenefs  and  the  univer- 
fality  of  the  promife  :  confider  God's  offer,  and  urge 
it  upon  thy  heart,  that  he  hath  excepted  from  the  con- 
ditional covenant  no  man  in  the  world,  nor  will  exclude 
any  from  heaven,  who  will  accept  of  his  offer.  Study 
alfo  the  gracious  difpofition  of  Chrift,  and  his  readinefs 
to  welcome  all  that  will  come  ;  fludy  all  the  evidences 
of  his  love,  which  appeared  in  his  fufferings,  in  his 
preaching  the  gofpel,  in  his  condefcenfion  to  finners, 
in  his  ealy  conditions,  in  his  exceeding  patience,  and 
in  his  urgent  invitations.  Do  not  all  the'e  difcover  his 
rea'dinefs  to  fave  ?  Did  he  ever  manifeft  himfelf  to  be 
unwilling  ?  Remember  alfo  his  faithfulnefs  to  perform 
his  engagements!  Study  alfo  the  evidences  of  his  love  in 
thyfelf ;  look  over  the  work  of  his  grace  in  thy  foul : 
if  thou  doffc  not  find*  the  degrees  which  thou  defireft, 
yet  deny  not  that  degree  which  thou  findeft.  Re- 
member what  difcoveries  of  thy  flate  thou  haft  made 
formerly  in  the  work  of  felf-examination.  Remember 
all  the  former  teftimonies  of  the  Spirit  !  and  all  thy 
fwcet  feelings  of  the  favour  of  God;  and  all  the 
prayers  that  he  hath  heard  and  granted  ;  and  all  the 
prefervations  and  deliverances;  and  all  the  prog refs  of 
his  Spirit,  in  his  workings  on  thy  foul,  and  the  dif- 
pofals  of  providence,  conducing  to  thy  good :  and 
vouchfafing  of  means,  the  directing  thee  to  them,  tie 
curetting  of  minifters  to  meet  with  thy  ftate,  the  rc- 
**  A  a  3  ftran 
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ftraint  of  thofe  fins  that  thy  nature  was  mod  prone  to. 
Lay  thefe  together,  and  then  think  with  thyfelf,  whe- 
ther all  thefe  do  not  teflify  the  good-will  of  the  Lord 
concerning  thy  falvation?  And  whether  thou  mayeft 
not  conclude  with  Sam pfon's  mother,  when  her  hufband 
thought  they  fhould  furely  die,  "If  the  Lord  were 
pleafed  to  kill  us,  he  would  not  have  received  an  of- 
fering at  our  hands,  neither  would  he  have  [hewn  us 
all  thefe  things,  nor  would,  as  at  this  time,  have  told 
us  fuch  things  as  thefe,"  Judges  xiii,  22,   23. 

3.  When  thy  meditation  hath  thus  proceeded  about 
the  truth  of  thy  happinefs,  the  next  part  of  the  work 
is  to  meditate  on  its  goodnefs ;  that  when  the  judgment 
hath  determined,  and  faith  hath  apprehended,  it  may 
then  pafs  on  to  raife  the  affe&ions. 

1.  The  firft  affecltion  to  be  afted  is  Love  :  the  objeft 
of  it  is  Goodnefs :  here  then  is  the  reviving  part  of  my 
■work :  go  to  thy  memory,  thy  judgment,  and  thy 
faith  1  and  from  thence  produce  the  excellencies  of  thy 
F.eft :  take  out  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  Spirit  in 
fcripture,  and  another  cf  the  fentence  regiftered  in  thy 
fpirit,  whereby  the  tranfcendent  glory  of  the  faints  is 
declared  :  prefent  thefe  to  thy  affe6tion  of  love ;  open. 
to  it  the  cabinet  that  contains  the  pearl ;  ihew  it  the 
promife,  and  that  which  it  affureth  :  thou  necdeft  not 
look  on  heaven  through  a  multiplying  glafs  :  open  but 
one  cafement,  that  love  may  look  in :  give  it  but  a 
glimpfe  of  the  back  parts  of  God,  and  thou  wilt  find 
thyfelf  prefently  in  another  world  :  do  but  fpeak  out 
and  love  can  hear  :  do  but  leveal  thefe  things  and  love 
can  fee  :  it  is  the  brutifh  love  of  the  world  that  is 
blind  ;  divine  love  is  exceedingly  quick-fighted.  Let 
thy  faith,  as  it  were,  take  thy  heart  by  the  hand,  and 
fhew  it  the  fumptuous  buildings  of  thy  eternal  habita- 
tion, and  the  glorious  ornaments  of  thy  Father's  houfe  : 
fhew  it  thofe  manfions  which  Chrift  is  preparing,  and 
difplay  before  it  the  honours  of  the  kingdom  ;  let  faith 
lead  thy  heart  into  the  prefence  of  Ciod,  and  draw  as 
near  as  poflibly  thou  canft,  and  fay  to  it,  "  Behold  the 
Ancient  of  Days  :  the  Lord  Jehovah,  whofe  Name  is 
1  AM  :  M  This  is  He  who  made  the  worlds  with  his 
word  ;  this  is  the  Caufe  of  all  caufes,  the  Spring  of 
aftion,  the  Fountain  of  itfe,  the  Firft  Principle  of  the 
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creatures'  motions,  who  upholds  the  earth,  who  rules 
the  nations,  who  difpofeth  of  events,  and  fubdueth  his 
foes,  who  governeth  the  depths  of  the  great  waters,  and 
boundeth  the  rage  of  her  fwelling  waves  :    who  ruleth 
the  winds,  and  moveth  the  orbs,    and  caufeth  the  fun 
to  run  its  race,  and   the  feveral  planets  to  know  their 
courfes:    This  is  He  that  loved  thee  from  everlafling, 
that  formed  thee  in  the  womb,  and  gave  thee  this  foul ; 
who  brought  thee  forth,   and  fhewed  thee  this  light, 
and  ranked  thee  with  the  chief  of  his  earthly  creatures! 
Who  endueth   thee  with  thy  under  (landing  and  beau- 
tifieth  thee  with  his  gifts  ;   who  maintaineth  thee  with 
life,    and  health,   and  comforts;   who  gave   thee   thy 
preferments,  and  dignified  thee  with  thy  honours,    and 
differenced  thee  from  the  mofl  milerable  and  vilefl  of 
men !     Here,   O  here  is  an  Objea  worthy  thy  love ; 
here  thou  mayeft  be  fure  thou  canfl  not  love  too  much  : 
this  is  the  Lord  that  hath  bleft  thee  with  his  benefits, 
that  hath  fpread  thy  table  in  the  fight  of  thine  enemies, 
and  caufed  thy  cup  to  overflow.     This  is  He  that  angels 
and  faints  praife,  and  the  hofl  of  heaven  mufl  magnify 
for  ever ! 

Thus  do  thou  expatiate  on  the  praifes  of  God,  and 
open  his  excellencies  to  thine  own  heart,  till  thou  feel 
the  life  begin  to  flir,  and  the  fire  in  thy  breaft  begin  to 
kindle.  As  gazing  upon  the  dufly  beauty  of  flefh  doth 
kindle  the  fire  of  carnal  love  :  fo  this  gazing  on  the 
glory  and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  will  kindle  fpiritual 
love.  What  though  thy  heart  be  rock  and  flint! 
This  often  finking  may  bring  forth  the  fire  ;  but  if  yet 
thou  feelefl  not  thy  love  to  work,  lead  thy  heart  fur- 
ther, and  (hew  it  yet  more  :  fhew  it  the  Son  of  the 
living  God,  whofe  Name  is  "  Wonderful,  Counfellor, 
the  Everlafling  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace:  "  fhew  it 
the  King  of  Saints  on  the  Throne  of  his  Glory,  "Who 
is,  and  was,  and  is  to  come ;  who  liveth  2nd  was  dead, 
and  behold  he  lives  for  evermore  ;  "  who  hath  made  thy 
peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crols,  and  hath  prepared  thee, 
with  himfclf,  an  habitation  of  peace.  His  office  is  to 
be  the  great  Peace-maker;  his  kingdom  is  a  kingdom 
of  pzace  ;  his  gofpel  is  the  tidings  of  peace  ;  his  voice 
to  thee  now  is  the  voice  of  peace.  Draw  near  and 
behold  him :    doft   thou   not  hear  his    voice ;    who 
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called  Thomas  to  come  near,  and  to  fee  the  prints  of 
the  nails,  and  to  put  his  ringer  into  the  wounds? 
Who  calls  to  thee,  come  near  and  view  the  Lord  thy 
Saviour,  and  be  not  faithlefs,  but  believing  ;  Peace  be 
unto-thee ;  jtar  ?wt,  it  is  /.'  He  that  called,  Behold  Me, 
behold  Me,  to  a  rebellious  people  that  called  not  on 
his  name,  doth  call  out  to  thee  a  believer  to  behold 
him  ;  he  that  calls  to  them  that  pafs  by,  to  behold  his 
forrow  in  the  day  of  his  humiliation,  doth  call  now  to 
thee  to  behold  his  glory  in  the  day  of  his  exaltation. 
Look  well  upon  him  :  doft  thou  not  know  him  ?  Why, 
it  is  he  that  reverfed  the  fentence  of  thy  damnation  ; 
that  bore  the  curfe  that  thou  fhouldft  have  borne,  and 
reftored  thee  to  the  blefling  that  thou  hadft  forfeited, 
and  purchafed  the  advancement  which  thou  muft  in- 
herit for  ever ;  and  yet  doft  thou  not  know  him  ?  Why 
his  hands  were  pierced,  his  head  was  pierced,  his  fide 
was  pierced,  his  heart  was  pierced  with  the  fting  of 
thy  fin,  that  by  thefe  marks  thou  mighteft  always  know 
him  :  doft  thou  not  remember  when  he  found  thee 
lying  in  thy  blood,  and  took  pity  on  thee,  and  died 
thy  wounds,  and  brought  thee  home,  and  faid  unto 
thee,  live  ?  Haft  thou  forgotten  fince  he  wounded 
himfelf  to  cure  thy  wounds,  and  let  out  his  ©wn  blood 
to  flop  thy  bleeding  ?  Is  not  the  pafTage  to  his  heart 
yet  {lancing  open  ?  If  thou  know  him  not  by  the  face, 
the  voice,  the  hands  ;  if  thou  know  him  not  by  the  tears 
and  bloody  fweat ;  yet  look  nearer,  thou  mayeft  know 
him  by  the  heart ;  that  broken-healed  heart  is  his,  that 
dead-revived  heart  is  his,  that  pitying,  melting  heart, 
is  his  :  doubtlefs  it  can  be  none  but  his.  Love  and 
compaflion  are  its  certain  fignatures ;  this  is  he,  even 
this  is  he,  who  would  rather  die  than  thou  fhouldft, 
who  chole  thy  life  before  his  own,  who  pleads  his 
blood  before  the  Father,  and  makes  continual  inter- 
•ceflion  for  thee.  If  he  had  not  fuffercd,  O  what  hadft 
thou  fuffered  !  What  hadft  thou  been  if  he  had  not 
redeemed  thee  !  Whither  hadft  thou  gone,  if  he  had 
not  recalled  thee  !  There  was  but  one  ftep  between 
thee  and  hell,  when  he  ftept  in  and  bore  the  ftroke ; 
he  flew  the  bear  and  refcued  the  prey ;  he  delivered 
thy  foul  from  the  roaring  lion ;   and  is  not  here  fuel 
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enough  for  love  to  feed  on  ?  Doth  not  this  loadftone 
fnatch  thv  heart  to  it,  and  almoftdraw  it  forth  from  thy 
breaft  ?  Canft  thou  read  the  hiftory  of  love  any  further 
at  once?  Doth  not  thy  throbbing  heart  here  flop  to 
cafe  itfelf;  and  doll  thou  not.  as  Jofeph,  frek  for  a 
place  to  weep  in  ?  Or  do  not  the  tears  of  thy  love 
bedew  thefe  lines  ?  Go  on  then,  for  the  field  of  love  is 
large,  it  will  yield  thee  frefh  contents  for  ever,  and 
thine  eternal  work  will  be  to  behold  and  love  :  thou 
needeft  not  then  want  work  for  thy  prefent  meditation. 

Haft  thou  forgo; ten  the  time  when  thou  waft  weep- 
ing, and  he  wiped  the  tears  from  thine  eyes  ?  When 
thou  waft  bleeding,  and  he  wiped  the  blood  from  thy 
foul  ?  When  pricking  cares  and  fears  did  grieve  thee, 
and  he  did  refrefh  thee,  and  draw  out  the  thorns?  Haft 
thou  forgotten  when  thv  folly  wounded  thy  foul,  and 
the  venomous  guilt  feized  upon  thy  heart?  When  he 
fucked  forth  the  mo-tal  poifon  from  thy  foul,  though 
he  drew  it    into  his  own. 

I  remember  it  is  written  of  good  Melanfthon,  that 
when  his  child  was  removed  from  him,  it  pierced  h:s 
heart  to  remember,  how  he  once  fat  weeping  with  the 
infant  on  his  knee,  and  how  lovingly  it  wiped  the  tears 
from  the  father's  eyes:  how  then  would  it  pierce  thy 
heart  to  think  how  lovingly  Chrift  hath  wiped  away 
thine !  O  how  often  hath  he  found  thee  weeping, 
hke  Hagar,  while  thou  gaveft  up  thy  ftate,  thy  friends, 
thy  foul  for  loft  ;  and  he  opened  to  thee  a  well  of  con- 
ization, and  opened  thy  eyes  alfo  that  thou  migbteft  fee 
it !  How  often  hath  he  found  thf  e  in  the  pofture  of  Elias, 
fitting  under  the  tree  forlorn  and  lblitary,  and  deuring 
rather  to  die  than  to  live;  and  he  hath  fpread  thee  a 
table  from  heaven,  and  fent  thee  away  refreshed  and 
encouraged  !  How  often  hath  he  found  thee  as  the  fer- 
vant  of  Eliiha,  crying  out,  Alas,  zohat  Jliall  we  do,  an 
koji  doth  compafs  the  city  !  And  he  hath  opened  thine 
eyes  to  fee  more  for  thee  than  againft  thee,  both  in 
regard  of  the  enemies  of  thy  foul  and  thy  body.  Hovr 
often  hath  he  found  thee  in  fuch  a  paftion  as  Jonas,  in  thy 
peevifti  frenzy,  weary  of  thy  life ;  and  he  hath  not 
anfwered  paftion  with  paftion,  though  he  might  have 
•lone  well  to  be  angry,  but  hath  mildly  reafoned  thee 

out 
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out  of  thy  madnefs,  and  fud,  Dofl  thou  well  to  be  angry, 
or  to  repine  againft  me?  How  often  hath  he  fet  thee  on 
watching  ?nd  praying,  or  repenting  and  believing,  and 
when  he  hath  returned,  hath  found  thee  faft  afleep  ; 
and  yet  he  hath  not  taken  thee  at  the  worfr,  but  inftcad 
of  an  angry  nggravntion  of  thy  fault,  he  hath  covered 
it  over  with  a  mantle  of  love,  and  prevented  thy  over- 
much forfow  with  a  gentle  excufe,  Thefpirit  is  willing) 
but  the  Jltjh  is  weak  !  He  might  have  done  by  thee,  as 
JEpaminondas  by  his  foldier,  who,  finding  him  ailcep 
upon  the  watch,  run  him  through  with  hn  fword,  and 
faid,  "Dead  I  found  thee,  and  dead  I  leave  thee:" 
but  he  rather  chofe  to  awake  thee  more  genii  v,  that  his 
tendernefs  might  admonifh  thee,  and  keep  thee  watch, 
ing.  How  often  hath  he  been  traduced  in  his  caufe,  or 
name,  and  thou  haft,  like  Peter,  denied  him,  (at  leaft 
by  thy  filence)  whilft  he  hath  flood  in  fight?  Yet  all 
.the  revenge  he  hath  taken,  hath  been  a  heart-melting 
look,  and  a  filent  remembering  thee  of  thy  fault  by  his 
countenance.  How  often  hath  confeience  haled  thee  be- 
fore him,  as  the  Pharifees  did  the  adulterous  woman  t 
and  laid  moft  heinous  crimes  to  thy  charge]  And  when 
thou  haft  expe&ed  to  hear  the  fentence  of  death,  he 
hath  fhamed  away  thy  accufers,  and  put  them  to  filence, 
and  faid  to  thee,  "  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee ;  go  thy 
way  and  fin  no  more." 

And  art  thou  not  yet  tranfported  with  love  ?  Can 
thy  heart  be  cold  when  thou  thinkeft  of  this,  or  can  it 
hold  when  thou  remembereft  thofe  boundlefs  eompaf- 
lions  ?  Remembereft  thou  not  the  time  when  he  met 
thee  in  thy  duties ;  when  he  fmiled  upon  thee,  and 
fpake  comfortably  to  thee  ?  When  thou  didft  '*  fit 
under  his  fhadow  with  great  delight,  and  when  his 
fruit  was  fweet  to  thy  fafte  ?  "  When  "  He  brought 
thee  to  his  banqueting  houfe,  and  his  banner  over  thee 
was  love  ?  '•  When  "  his  left  hand  was  under  thy 
head,  and  with  his  right  hand  he  did  embrace  thee  ?  M 
And  doft  thou  not  cry  out,  "  Stay  me,  comfort  me, 
for  I  am  fick  of  love  ?  "  Thus  I  would  have  thee  deal 
with  thy  heart ;  thus  hold  forth  the  goodnefs  of  Chrift 
to  thy  affections,  plead  thus  the  caufe  with  thy  frozen 
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foul,  till  thou  fav  as  David  in  another  cafe,    My   heart 
was  hot  within  me. 

If  tbefe  arguments  will  not  roufe  up  thy  love,  thou 
had  nioie  of  this  nature  at  hand  :  thou  hail  all  Chrift's 
pc-  'on  ■  excellencies  to  ftudy  ;  thou  haft  all  his  parti- 
cular mercies  to  thylelf  ;  thou  haft  all  his  fweet  and 
rjear  ie!ations  to  thee,  and  thou  haft  the  happinefs  of 
thy  perpetual  abode  with  him  hereafter.  All  thefe 
offer  ihemfelves  to  thy  meditation,  with  all  their  feveral 
brandies.  Only  follow  them  dole  to  thy  heart,  ply 
the  work,  and  let  it  not  cool  :  deal  with  thy  heart  as 
Chrift  did  with  Peter,  when  he  afked  thrice  over, 
Loveft  thou  me?  till  he  was  grieved  and  anfwers,  Lordt 
Thou  knozaeft  that  I  love  thee.  So  fay  thou  to  thy  hcait, 
Loveft  thou  the  Lord?  and  afk  it  the  fecond  time,  and 
urge  it  the  third  time,  Loveft  thou  the  Loid  ?  Till  thou 
grieve  it,  and  fhame  it  out  of  its  ftupidity,  and  it  can 
Trtily  fay  ; — Thou  knoweft  that  I  love  Him. 

2.  The  next  affection  to  be  excited  is,  Defire.  The 
object  of  it  is  Goodnefs  not  yet  attained.  This  being 
fo  neceflary  an  attendant  of  love,  and  being  excited 
by  much  the  lame  confederation^,  I  fuppofe  you  need 
the  kfs  direction,  and  therefore  1  fhall  but  touch 
briefly  on  this  ;  If  love  be  hot,  deiire  will  not  be  cold. 

When  thou  haft  thus  viewed  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord,  and  confidered  the  pleafurcs  that  are  at  his  right- 
hand,  then  proceed  on  thy  meditation  thus.  Think 
with  thyfelf,  where  have  J  been  ?  what  have  I  leen  ? 
O  the  incomprehenhble  aftonifbing  glory  !  O  the  rare 
tranfeendent  beauty  !  O  blefied  fouls  that  now  enjoy 
it  ;  that  fee  a  thoufand  times  more  clearly,  what  I  have 
icen  but  darkly  at  a  diflance,  and  fcarce  difcein  thro' 
the  interpofing  clouds!  What  a  difference  is  there  be- 
twixt my  Mate  and  theirs  !  I  am  lighing,  and  they  are 
finging  :  I  am  finning,  and  they  are  pleafing  God  :  I 
have  an  ulcerated  foul,  like  the  loathfome  bodies  of 
Job  or  Lazarus,  but  they  are  perfeft  and  without 
blemifh  :  I  am  here  entangled  in  the  love  of  the  world, 
when  they  are  taken  up  with  the  love  of  God  :  I  live 
indeed  amongft  the  means  of  grace,  and  I  poffefs  the 
fellowfhip  of  my  fellow-believers  ;  but  I  have  none  of 
their  immediate  views  of  God,  none  of  that  fellowfhip 

that 
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that  they  polTels ;  they  have  none  of  my  cares  and 
fears;  they  weep  not  in  fecret ;  they  languifh  not  in 
fonows;  all  tears  are  wiped  from  their  eyes.  O 
what  a  feaft  hath  my  faith  beheld,  and  what  a  famine 
is  yet  in  my  fpirit  ;  I  have  feen  a  glimpfe  of  the  court 
of  God,  but  alas,  I  ftand  but  as  a  beggar  at  the  door, 
when  the  fouls  of  my  companions  are  admitted  in.  O 
blefted  fouls,  I  may  not,  I  djre  not  envy  your  happi- 
nefs;  I  rather  rejoice  in  my  brethren's  profperity,  and 
am  glad  to  think  of  the  day  when  I  fhall  be  admitted 
into  your  fellowship.  But  O  that  I  were  fo  happy  as 
to  be  in  your  place ;  not  to  difplace  you,  but  to  reft 
there  with  you.  Why  mud  I  flay,  and  groan,  and 
weep,  and  wait !  My  Lord  is  gone,  he  hath  left  this 
earth,  and  is  entered  into  his  glory  :  my  brethren  are 
gone,  my  friends  are  there,  my  houle,  my  hope,  my 
all  is  there  !  and  muft  I  ftay  behind  to  fojourn  here  ? 
What  precious  Saints  have  left  this  earth?  If  the  Saints 
were  all  here,  if  Chrift  were  here,  then  it  were  no 
grief  for  me  to  ftay  :  but  when  my  foul  is  fo  far  dif- 
tant  from  my  God,  wonder  not  if  I  now  complain  ; 
en  ignorant  Micah  will  do  fo  for  his  idols,  and  fhall  not 
my  foul  do  fo  for  God?  And  yet  if  I  had  no  hope 
of  enjoying,  I  would  go  and  hide  myfelf  in  the  de- 
ferts.  and  fpend  my  days  in  fruitlefs  wifhes :  but 
feeing  it  is  the  promifed  Land,  the  ftate  I  muft  be  ad* 
vanced  to  myfelf,  and  my  foul  draws  near,  and  is  al- 
moft  nt  it,  I  will  live  and  long  ;  I  will  look  and  defire: 
I  will  breathe  out,  How  long,  Lord,*  how  long !  How 
long,  Lord,  holy  and  true,  wilt  thou  fuffer  this  foul 
to  pant  and  groan  i  and  wilt  not  open  and  let  him  in, 
who  waits  and  longs  to  be  with  thee  ! 

Thus,  Reader,  let  thy  thoughts  afpire:  thus  whet  the 
defires  of  thy  foul  by  meditation  ;  till  thy  foul  long, 
(as  David's  for  the  waters  of  Bethlehem)  and  fay,  "  O 
that  one  would  give  me  to  drink  of  the  wells  of  falva- 
tion  !  "  and  till  thou  can  ft  fay  as  he,  "  I  have  longed 
for  thy  falvation,  O  Lord." 

3.  The  next  affe&ion  to  be  a&ed   is,    Hope.     This  is 

of  lingular  ule  to  the  foul.     It  helpeth  exceedingly  to 

fupport  it  in  fufferings  :    it  encourageth  it  to  adventure 

upon  the  greateft  difficulties  ;  it  firmly  ejlablifheth  it  m 
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the   mod  (halting  trials,    and  it  mightily  enlivens  the 
foul  in  duties. 

Let  faith  then  fhew  thee  the  truth  of  the  promife, 
and  judgment  the  goodnefs  of  the  thing  promiled  : 
and  what  then  is  wanting  for  the  raifing  thy  hope? 
Shew  thy  foul  from  the  word,  and  from  the  mercies, 
and  from  the  nature  of  God,  what  poflibility,  yea, 
what  probability,  what  certainty  thou  haft  of  pof- 
fe  fling  the  crown  !  Think  and  reafon  thus  with  thy 
own  heart:  Why  fhould  I  not  confidently  and  com- 
fortably hope,  when  my  foul  is  in  the  hands  of  fo  com- 
panionate a  Saviour,  and  when  the  kingdom  is  at  the 
difpofal  of  fo  bounteous  a  God?  Did  he  ever  manifeft 
any  backwardnefs  to  my  good,  or  difcover  the  leaft 
inclination  to  my  ruin?  Hath  he  not  (worn  the  con- 
trary to  me  in  his  word,  that  he  deltghteth  not  in  the 
death  of  him  that  dieth,  but  rather  that  he  fhould  re- 
pent and  live  ?  Have  not  all  his  dealings  with  me  wit- 
neOed  the  fame  ?  Did  he  not  apprize  me  of  my  danger 
when  I  never  feared  it?  And  why  was  this,  if  he  would 
not  have  me  to  efcape  it  ?  Did  he  not  remind  me  of  my 
happincrs,  when  I  had  no  thoughts  of  it  ?  And  why 
was  this,  but  that  he  would  have  me  to  enjoy  it  ?  I 
have  been  afhamed  of  my  hope  m  the  arm  of  flefh,  but 
hope  in  the  promife  of  God  maketh  not  afhamed  :  I 
will  fay  therefore  in  my  greatcft  fuflerings,  "The 
Lord  is  my  portion,  therefore  will  I  hope  in  Him.  The 
Lord  is  good  to  them  that  wait  for  him,  to  the  foul 
that  leeketh  him  :  it  is  good  that  I  both  hope,  and 
quietly  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  Loid.  The  Lord 
will  not  cart  off  for  ever;  but  though  he  caufe  grief, 
yet  will  he  have  compafiion  according  to  the  multitude 
of  his  mercies."  Though  1  languifh  and  die,  yet  will 
I  hope;  for  he  hath  faid,  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
death.  Though  I  mud  lie  down  in  duft  and  darknels, 
yet  there  my  jltjli  jhall  reft  in  hope.  And  when  my  flelli 
hath  nothing  in  which  it  may  rejoice,  yet  will  I  keep 
the  rejoicing  of  hope  firm  to  the  cud. 

4.  The  la  ft  aftcclion  to  be  atled  is  Joy.     This  is  the 

end  of  all  the  reft;  love,  deli  re,  and  hope,  tend  to  the 

raifing  of  our  joy.      And  is  it  nothing  to  have  a  deed  of 

gift  from  God  ?     Are  his  infallible  promiies  no  ground 
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of  joy  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  live  in  daily  expectation  of 
entering  into  the  kingdom*?  Is  not  my  aflurance  of 
being  glorified  one  day,  a  fufneient  ground  fcr  inex- 
preflible  joy  ?  Is  it  not  a  delight  to  the  heir  of  a  king- 
dom, to  think  of  what  he  muft  hereafter  poflefs,  tho' 
at  prcient  he  little  differs  from  a  fervant  ?  Ami  not 
commanded  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God  ? 

Here  t?.ke  thy  heart  once  again,  as  it  were,  by  the 
band  :  brine;  it  to  the  top  of  the  higheft  mount  ;  (hew 
it  the  kingdom  cf  Chrifl,  and  the  glory  of  it  :  fay  to  it, 
All  this  will  thy  Lord  bejlozo  upon  thee,  who  hafl  believed 
in  htm,  and  Seen  a  worf tipper  of  him.  "  It  is  the  Fa- 
ther's good  pleasure  to  give  thee  his  kingdom."  Seeft 
thou  this  a  ft  on  i  thing  glory  above  tlree  ?  Why  all  this  is 
thy  own  inheritance.  This  crown  is  thine,  thefe  plea- 
fures  are  thine,  becaufe  thou  art  Ch rift's,  and  Chrifl  is 
thine  ;  when  thou  waft  married  to  him,  thou  hadft  all 
this  with  him, 

Thus  take  thy  heart  into  the  land  of  promife  ;  fhew 
it  the  plealant  hills  and  fruitful  vallies  ;  fhew  it  the 
clufters  of  grapes  which  thou  had  gathered,  and  by 
thefe  convince  it  that  it  is  a  bleiled  land,  flowing  with 
better  than  milk  and  honey  :  enter  the  gates  of  the 
bolv  City,  walk  thro'  the  flreets  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem, walk  about  Sion,  go  round  about  her,  tell  the 
towers  thereof,  mark  well  her  bulwarks,  confider  her 
palaces,  that  thou  mayeft  tell  it  to  thy  foul  :  "  The 
foundation  is  garnifhed  with  precious  ftones  ;  the 
twelve  gates  are  twelve  pearls;  the  ftreet  of  the  city  is 
of  pure  gold,  as  it  were  tranfparent  glals  ;  there  is  no 
temple  in  it,  for  the  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb 
are  the  temple  of  it.  It  hath  no  need  of  the  fun  or 
moon  to  fhine  in  it,  for  the  gloty  of  God  doth  lighten 
it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof,  and  the  nations 
of  them  which  are  faved  (hall  walk  in  the  light  of  it." 
This  is  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  and  this  muft'be  the  place 
of  thy  everlafting  habitation  :  "  let  all  the  fons  of 
Sion  then  rcjoue,  and  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  be 
glad  ;  for  great  is  the  Lord  and  greatly  to  be  p  railed  in 
the  city  of  our  God  :  beautiful  for  fituation,  the  joy 
of  the  whole  earth  is  Mount  Sion:  God  is  known  in 
her  palaces  for  a  refuge."  ' 
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Yet  proceed  :  ''The  foul  (faith  Auftin)  that  loves, 
afcends  frequently,  and  runs  familiarly  through  the 
ftreets  of  the  heavenly  JtrufaUm,  vifiting  the  patriarchs 
and  prophets,  laluting  the  apoftles,  and  admiring  the 
armies  of  martyrs  and  confeffois."  So  do  thou  leid  on 
thy  heart  as  from  ilrect  to  ftreet,  bringing  it  into  the 
palace  of  the  great  King  ;  lead  it  as  it  weie  from 
chamber  to  chamber  :  fay  to  it,  '  Here  mult  I  lodge, 
here  mufl  I  live,  here  mull  I  love  and  be  loved.  I 
muP:  fhortly  be  one  of  this  heavenly  choir,  I  (hall  then 
be  better  ikilled  in  the  mufic  :  among  this  bleiTed  com- 
pany mufl  I  take  my  place  ;  my  tears  will  then  be 
wiped  away.  There  it  is  that  troubles  and  lamenta- 
tions ceafe,  and  the  voice  of  forrow  is  not  heard.  O 
when  I  look  upon  this  glorious  place,  what  a  dungeon 
methinks  is  earth  I  O  what  a  difference  betwixt  a  man 
feeble,  pained,  groaning,  dying,  rotting  in  the  grave, 
and  one  of  theie  triumphant,  blelfed,  fhining  taints 
Here  '  fhall  I  then  drink  of  the  river  of  plealure,  the 
ftreams  whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God.  For  the 
Lord  will  create  a  new  earth,  and  the  former  fhall  not 
be  remembered;  we  fhall  be  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever 
in  that  which  he  creates!  for  he  will  create  Jorufalem 
a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy  :  and  he  will  rejoice 
in  Jerufalem,  and  joy  in  his  people,  and  the  voice  of 
weeping  fhall  be  no  more  heard  in  her,  nor  the  voice  of 
crying  ;  there  fna.ll  be  no  more  an  infant  of  days,  nor 
an  old  man  that  hath  not  filled  his  days.' 

"  Why  do  I  not  then  arife  from  the  duft,  and  lay 
afide  my  fad  complaints,  and  ceafe  my  mourning  ?  Why 
do  I  not  trample  down  vain  delights,  and  feed  upon  the 
foreken  delights  of  glory  ?  Why  is  not  my  life  a 
.continual  joy  ;  and  the  favour  of  heaven  perpetually 
upon  my  fpirit  ?  " 

I  do  not  place  any  fiat  neceffity  in  thy  acting  all  the 
fore-mentioned  affections  in  this  order  at  one  time,  or 
in  one  duty  :  perhaps  thou  mayeft  fornetimes  feel  fome 
one  of  thy  affections  more  flat  than  the  reit,  and  fo 
have  more  need  of  exciting  it :  or  thou  mayeft  find  one 
tarring  more  than  the  reft,  and  fo  think  it  more  fealbn- 
able  to  help  it  forward  :  or  if  thy  time  be  fnort,  thou- 
mayeft  work  upon  one  auction  on?  day,  and  upon 
2  B  2  another 
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in ufl  fpeak  in  man's  language,  and  fpeak  that  which  he 
is  capable  to  conceive. 

I.  Go  to  then  ;  when  thou  fetteft  thyfelf  to  meditate 
on  the  joys  above,  think  on  them  boldly  as  Scripture 
haih  exprefled  them  ;  bring  down  thy  conceivings  to 
the  reach  of  fenfe.  Excellency  without  familiarity, 
doth  more  amaze  than  delight  us  ;  but  love  and  joy 
are  promoted  by  familiar  acquaintance  :  when  we  go 
about  to  think  of  God  and  glory  without  thefe  fpec- 
tacles,  we  are  loll,  and  have  nothing  to  fix  our  thoughts 
upon  :  we  fet  God  and  heaven  (o  far  from  us,  that  our 
thoughts  are  ftrange,  and  we  look  at  them  as  things 
beyond  our  reach,  and  are  ready  to  fay,  that  which  is 
above  is  nothing  to  us  :  to  conceive  no  more  of  God 
and  glory  but  that  we  cannot  conceive  them  :  and  to 
apprehend  no  more,  but  that  they  are  pail  apprehen- 
fion,  will  produce  no  more  love  but  this,  to  acknow- 
ledge that  they  are  fo  far  above  us  that  we  cannot  love 
them  ;  and  no  more  joy  but  this,  that  they  are  above 
our  rejoicing.  And  therefore  put  Chriit.  no  farther 
from  you,  than  he  hath  put  himielf,  left  the  divine  na- 
ture be  again  inacceifible.  Think  of  Chriit  as  in  our 
own  nature  glorified;  think  of  our  fellow-faints  a3  men 
there  perfected  ;  think  of  the  city  and  Mate  as  the 
Spirit  hath  exprelTed  it,  only  with  caution.  Suppofe 
thou  wert  now  beholding  this  city  of  Goi,  and  that 
thou  hadit  been  companion  with  John  in  his  hirvey  of 
its  glory,  and  hadll  i'een  the  thrones,  the  majeity,  the- 
heavenly  holts,  the  {hining  fplendour  which  he  faw  : 
draw  as  itrong  fuppoiitions  as  may  be  from  tny  fenfe, 
for  the  helping  of  thy  affections.  It  is  lawful  to  fup- 
pofe  we  did  fee  for  the  prefent,  that  which  G  d  hath 
in  prophecies  revealed,  and  which  we  mull  really  fee 
in  more  unfpeakable  bright nefs  before  long.  Suppofe 
therefore  with  thyfelf  tnou  hadit  been  that  apoftle's- 
$el low-traveller  into  the  celeltial  kingdom,  and  that 
thou  hadit  feen  all  the  faints  in  their  white  robes,  with 
palms  in.  their  hands  fc  fuppofe  thou  hadit  heard  thofe 
fongs  of  Mofes  and  of  the  Lamb  :  or  didit  even  now 
hear  them  praifing  and  glorifying  the  living  God  :  if 
thou  had  ft  feen  thefe  things  indeed  >  in  what  a  rapture 
wuuldll  thou  have  been?  And  the  more  feriouily  thou 
2.B  3  puttefr 
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putted  the  fnppofition  to  thyfelf,  the  more  will  the 
meditation  elevate  thy  heart. 

I  would  not  have  thee  as  the  Papifts,  draw  them  in 
pictures,  nor  ufe  {hch  ways  to  represent  them.  This, 
as  i:  ij  a  cotxrfe  forbidden  by  God,  fo  it  would  but 
fed  ace  and  draw  down  thy  heart  ;  but  get  the  liveliefr. 
pt&ure  of  th?m  in  thy  mind  that  poflibly  thou  canit  ; 
meuuate  on  them,  as  if  thou  wert  all  the  while  be- 
holding them,  and  as  if  thou  wcrt  even  hearing  the 
Hallelujahs;  till  thou  canit  fay,  "  Methinks  !  fee  a 
glimpfe  of  the  glory  L  Methinks  I  hear  the  ihouts  of 
joy  and  praife  !  Methinks  I  even  ftand  by  Abraham 
and  David,  Peter  and  Paul,  and  more  of  thefe  triumph- 
ing fouls  !  Methinks  1  fee  the  Son  of  God  appearing 
in  the  clouds,  and  the  world  Handing  at  the  bar  to  re- 
ceive their  doom  !  Methinks  J  hear  him  fay,  *  Come* 
ye  bleffed  of  my  Father  !  '  and  fee  them  go  rejoicing 
*  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord  !  ■  My  very  dreams  of 
thefe  tilings  have  deeply  afFe&ed  me  ;  and  mould  not 
thefe  jufr  luppofitions  afreet  me  much  more  ?  What  if  1 
had  feen  uith  Paul  thofe  unutterable  things  ?  Should 
not  I  have  been  exalted  (and  that  perhaps  above  mea- 
fwre)  as  well  as  he  ?  What  if  1  had  Hood  in  the  room 
of  Stephen,  and  feen  heaven  opened,  and  Chriit  fitting 
.at  the  right  hand  of  God  ?  Surely  that  one  fight  was 
worth  the  fofFering  his  ftorm  of  ltones.  O  that  I  might 
but  fee  what  he  did  fee,  though  I  alfo  fufFered  what  he 
did  fufFer  !  What  if  J  had  feen  fach  a  fight  as  Michaiah, 
faw  r  f  The  Lord  fating  upon  his  throne,  and  all  the 
hell  of  heaven  Handing  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his 
}eft.'  Why  thefe  men  of  God  did  fee  fuch  things  i 
and  I  fhall  fnortly  fee  far  more  than  ever  they  faw,  till 
they  utre  loafed  from  the  flelh,  as  1  muft  be."  And 
thus  you  fee  how  the  familiar  conceiving  of  the  ftate 
of  blelTcdnefs,  as  the  Spirit  hath  in  a  condefcending> 
language  expreffed  it,  and  our  ftrong  raifmg  of  fup- 
poiicions  from  our  bodily  fenfes,  will  further  our  af- 
fections in  this  heavenly  work. 

There  is   yet  another  way  by  which  we  may  make 

ova  fenfes  ferviceable  to  us,  and  that  is,    by  comparing 

the  objects  of  fenfe  with  the  objects  of  faith  j    and  fo 

forcing    fenfe  to  aitord  us  that   medium,    from  whence 

v  conclude  the  tranfeendent  worth  of  glory,   by 

arguing 
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arguing  from  fenfitive  delights  as  from  the  lefs  to  the 
greater.  And  here  for  your  further  atiitlance,  1  mall 
furnifli  you  with  fome  of  thefe  comparative  arguments. 
And  i.  You  mud  llrongly  argue  with  your  hearts, 
from  the  corrupt  delights  of  fenfual  men.  Think  then 
with  yourfelves,  when  you  would  be  fenfible  of  the 
joys  above  :  is  it  fuch  a  delight  to  be  a  finnner,  to  do 
wickedly?  And  will  it  not  be  delightful  indeed  to  live 
with  God  ?  Hath  a  drunkard  fuch  delight  in  his  cups 
and  companions,  that  the  very  fears  of  damnation  will 
not  make  him  forfake  them?  Surely  then  there  are  high 
delights  with  God  !  If  the  way  to  hell  can  afford 
fuch  pleafure,  what  are  the  plcafures  of  the  faints 
in   heaven  ? 

2.  Compare  alfo  the  delights  above  with  the  lawful 
delights  of  fenfe.  Think  with  thyielf,  How  fweet  is 
food  to  my  tafte  when  J  am  hungry  ?  Efpcciaily  as 
Ifaac  iaid,  7'  at  ivbicb  my  foul  love  ti  ?  What  deiight  hath 
the  tafte  in  fome  pleafant  fruits,  in  fome  well  reliihed 
meats  !  O  what  delight  then  rnuit  my  foul  have  in  feed- 
ing upon  Quilt  the  Living  Bread  1  And  in  eating  with 
him  at  his  table  in  his  kingdom  !  How  pleaLnt  is 
drink  in  the  extremity  of  thirft  1  Then  how  delight- 
ful will  it  be  to  my  foul  "to  drink  of  the  fountain 
of  living  water,  which  whofo  drinks  mail  thirft  no 
more !  " 

3.  Compare  alfo  the  delights  above  with  the  delights 
that  are  found  in  natural  knowledge  :  this  is  far  be- 
yond the  delights  of  fenfe,  and  the  delights  of  heaven 
are  further  beyond  it.  Think  then,  can  an  Archimedes 
be  (o  taken  up  with  his  mathematical  inventions,  that 
the  threats  of  death  cannct  take  him  off?  Should  1  not 
much  n.ore  be  taken  up  with  the  delights  of  glory,  and 
die  with  thefe  contemplations  frefh  upon  my  foul  ? 
Efpecially  when  my  death  will  perfect  my  delights  ! 
But  thofe  of  Archimedes  die  with  him.  What  a  plea- 
fure is  it  to  dive  into  the  fecrets  of  nature  !  to  find  out 
the  myfteries  of  Arts  and  Sciences !  If  we  make  but  any 
new  diicovery  in  one  of  thefe,  what  fingular  pleafure 
do  we  find  therein  !  Think  then  what  high  delights 
there  are  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Chrilr.  If  the 
face  of  human  learning  be  fo  beautiful,  that  fenfual 
pleafures  are  to  it  but  bale  aad  brutifh  ;   how  beautiful 

then 
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then  is  the  face  of  God!  When  we  light  on  fome 
choice  ari4  learned  book,  how  are  we  taken  with  it  ! 
We  could  read  and  lludy  it  day  and  night  ;  we  can 
leave  meat,  and  drink,  and  lleep  to  read  it:  what  de- 
lights then  are  there  at  Goo's  right  hand,  where  we 
fhall  know  in  a  moment  more  than  any  mortal  can 
know  ! 

4.  Compare  alio  the  delights  above,  with  tie  de- 
lights of  morality,  and  of  the  natural  affections.  What 
delight  had  many  fober  heathens  in  the  p  idlice  of 
moral  duties  :  fo  that  the)  toi  k  him  only  for  an  hone]}: 
man  who  did  well  through  the  love  of  virtue,  and  ..ot 
for  fear  of  puniO.ment;  yea  10  high!)  did  they 
value  virtue,  that  they  thought  the  chief  happinels  of 
man  confifted  in  it.  Think  then  what  exce'lency  there 
will  be  in  that  rare  perfection  which  we  mail  be  laited 
to  in  heaven  !  And  in  that  uncreated  perfection  of  God 
which  we  {hall  behold  !  What  £w.eetnei»  is  there  in  the 
exercife  of  natural  love;  whether  to  children,  to  pa- 
rents,  to  yoke -fellows,  or  to  friends!  The  delight 
which  fpecial,  faithful  friends,  find  in  loving  and  en* 
joying  one  another,  is  a  mcfl  pleafingfweetdcligh.tr 
even  Chrifl  hirafeif,  as  it  feemeth,  had  fome  of  this  kind 
of  love  ;  for  he  had  one  difciple  whom  he  efpecially 
loved.  Think  then,  if  the  delights  of  cordial  friend- 
fliip  be  fo  great,  what  delight  fhall  we  have  in  the 
fnendfhip  of"  the  Moii  High  !  and  in  our  mutual  amitw 
with  Jefus  Chrift  !  and  in  the  deareit  love  and  comfort 
with  the  faints  1  Surely  this  will  be  a  ciofer  and  ftricler 
friendship  than  ever  was  betwixt  any  friends  on  earth; 
and  thefe  will  be  more  lovely  and  defirable  iViends  than- 
any  that  ever  the  fun  beheld  ;  and  both  our  affections 
to  our  Father  and  our  Saviour,  but  efpecially  his  af- 
fections to  us,  will  be  fuch  as  here  we  never  knew;  as 
fpirits  are  fo  far  more  powerful  than  £e(h,  that  one 
angel  can  deitroy  an  hoif,  fo  alfo  are  their  affections 
more  pow.erful  ;  we  fhall  then  love  a  thoufand  times, 
more  itrongly  and  fweetiy  than  now  we  can  ;  and  as  all 
the  attributes  and  works  of  God  are  incomprehenfible, 
io  are  the  attributes  and  works  of  love  ;  he  will  \qvq  us- 
many  thoufand  times  more,  than  we  even  at  the  belt, 
are  able  to  love  him.:  what  joy  then  will  there  be  La. 
this  mutual  love  i 

5.  Compare 
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5.  Compare  alfo  the  excellencies  of  heaven  with 
thofe  glorious  works  of  the  creation  which  our  eyes 
now  behold.  What  a  deal  of  wifdom,  and  power,  and 
goodnefs,  appearetlf  in  and  through  them  to  a  wife 
obferver  !  What  a  deal  of  the  majefty  of  the  great 
Creator  doth  fhine  in  the  face  of  the  fabrick  of  the 
world  !  Surely  his  works  are  great  and  .admirable, 
fought  out  of  them  that  have  pleafure  therein.  This 
makes  the  ftudy  of  Natural  Philofophy  fo  pleafant,  be- 
caufe  the  works  of  God  are  fo  excellent :  what  rare 
workmanihip  is  in  the  body  of  man  !  yea  in  the  body 
of  every  beaft  !  which  makes  the  Anatomical  Studies 
fo  delightful  :  What  excellency  in  every  plant  we  fee  ! 
in  the  beauty  of  flowers  !  in  the  nature,  diverfity,  and 
ufeof  he:bs!  in  fruits,  in  roots,  in  minerals,  and  what 
not  ?  But  efpecially  if  we  look  to  the  greater  works; 
if  we  confider  the  whole  body  of  this  earth,  and  its 
creatures,  and  inhabitants ;  the  ocean  of  water,  with 
its  motions  and  dimenfions ;  the  variation  of  the  feafons 
and  of  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  the  intercourfe  of  fpring 
and  autumn,  of  fummer  and  winter;  what  wonderful 
excellencies  do  thefe  contain  ?  Why,  then  think  of  thefe 
things  which  are  but  the  fervants  of  finful  men,  and  yet 
are  fo  full  of  mylterious  worth;  what  is  that  place  where 
God  himfelf  doth  dwell,  prepared  for  the  jull  who  are 
perfected  with  Chrift ! 

When  thou  walkeft  forth  in  the  evening,  look  upon 
the  ftars,  in  what  number  they  befpangle  the  firma- 
ment :  if  in  the  day  time,  look  up  to  the  glorious  fun  : 
view  the  wide  expanding  heavens,  and  fay  to  th/felf, 
What  glory  is  in  the  leaft  of  yonder  ftars  '  What  a 
vaft,  what  a  refplendent  body  hath  yonder  moon,  and 
every  planet  !  What  an  inconceivable  glory  hath  the 
fun  !  Why  all  this  is  nothing  to  the  glory  of  heaven. 
Yonder  fun  mutt  there  ba  laid  afide  as  ufelefs  ;  for  it 
would  not  be  feen  for  the  brightnefs  of  God  \  I  lhall 
live  above  all  yonder  glory  :  YonJer  is  but  darkneis  to 
the  luftre  of  my  Father's  houfe ;  I  {hall  be  as  glorious 
as  that  fun  myfelf ! 

So  think  of  the  reft  of  the  creatures  :  This  whole 
earth  is  but  my  Father's  footftool  :  this  thunder  is  no- 
thing to  his  dreadful  voice  ;  thefe  winds  are  nothing 
to   the  breath  of  his  mouth :    So  much   wifdom   and 

PP.iefe" 
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power  as  appear  in  thefe ;  fo  much  and  far  more  great- 
nefs  and  goodnefs,  and  delight,  (hall  I  enjoy  in  the 
a&ual  fruition  of  God.  Surely,  if  the  rain  which 
falls,  and  the  fun  which  ihines  on  the  jult  and  unjuit, 
be  fo  wonderful  ;  the  fun  then  which  mull:  mine  on 
none  but  faints  and  angels,  mull  needs  be  wonderful 
and  ravilhing  in  glory. 

6.  Compare  the  things  which  thou  (halt  enjoy  above, 
with  the  excellencies  of  thofe  admirable  works  of  Pro- 
vidence, which  God  cxercifeth  in  the  church,  and  in 
the  world.  What  glorious  things  hath  the  Lord 
wrought  !  And  yet  we  fhall  fee  more  glorious  than 
thefe.  Would  it  not  be  an  aftoniihing  light,  to  fee 
the  fea  Hand  as  a  wall  on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the 
left,  and  the  people  of  lfrael  pafs  fafely  through,  and 
Pharaoh  and  his  people  fwallowed  up  ?  If  we  had  feen 
the  rock  to  gufh  forth  ftreams,  or  manna  or  quails 
rained  down  from  heaven,  or  the  earth  open,  and  f  a  al- 
low up  the  wicked  :  would  not  all  thefe  have  been 
wondrous,  glorious  fights  ?  But  we  mail  fee  far  greate 
things  than  thefe.  And  as  fights  fhall  be  more  won- 
deiful,  fo  alio  (hail  they  be  more  fweet :  there  ihall 
be  no  more  blood  or  wrath  intermingled  ;  we  fhall  not 
then  cry  out  as  David,  Who  jhull  jland  before  this  holy 
herd  Oca?  Wou.'d  it  not  have  been  an  aftoniihing 
fight  to  have  feen  the  fun  hand  itill  in  the  firmament? 
Why  we  fhall  fee  when  there  fhall  be  no  fun  to  fhine 
at  all  ;  we  (hall  behold  for  ever  a  fun  of  more  incom- 
parable brightnefs.  Were  it  not  a  brave  life,  if  we 
might  Hill  Jive  among  wonders  and  miracles  ;  and  all 
for  us,  and  not  againit  us  ?  If  we  could  have  drought 
or  rain  at  our  prayers,  as  liiias  ;  or  if  we  could  call 
down  fire  from  heaven,  to  deilroy  our  enemies  :  or 
jraife  the  dead  to  life,  as  Elilha  ;  or  cure  the  difeafed, 
and  fpeak  flrange  languages,  as  the  apoltles ;  alas,  thefe 
are  nothing  to  the  wonders  which  we  lhall  fee  and 
po fiefs  with  God,  even  all  tho.e  wonders  of  goodnefs 
and  love  1  We  fhall  pofltls  that  pearl  and  power  itfelf, 
through  whole  virtue  all  thefe  works  were  done  ;  we 
ihall  ourfelves  be  the  fubjecls  of  more  wonderful  mer- 
cies than  any  of  thefe.  Jonas  was  but  raifed  from  a 
three  days  buriai,  from  the  belly  of  the  great  liih  in  the 
deep   ocean  ;    but  we   ihall  be  railed  from  many  years 

tot  ten  nefs 
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rottennefs  and  dull,  and  that  duft  exalted  to  a  fun-like 
glorv,  and  that  glory  perpetuated  to  all  eternity.  What 
ftyeft  thou  ?  Is  not  this  the  greateft  of  miracles  or 
wonders  ?  Surely  if  we  obferve  but  common  provi- 
dences, the  motions  of  the  fun,  the  tides  of  the  lea, 
the  Handing  of  the  earth,  the  warming  it,  the  watering 
it  with  rain  as  a  garden,  the  keeping  in  order  a  wicked 
confuted  world,  w  ith  n  ultitudes  of  the  like  ;  they  are  all 
very  admirable  :  But  then  to  think  of  the  Sion  of  God; 
of  the  vifion  of  the  divine  majefty,  of  the  comely  order 
of  the  heavenly  holt  :  what  an  admirable  fight  mull 
that  needs  be  !  O  what  rare  and  mighty  works  have 
we  feen  !  What  clear  difcoveries  of  an  almighty  Arm  I 
What  magnifying  of  weaknefs  1  What  calling  down  of 
ftrcngth!  What  wonders  wrought  by  moil  improbable 
means?  What  turning  of  tears  and  fears  into  fafety 
and  joy.  Such  hearing  of  earneft  prayers,  as  if  God 
could  have  denied  us  nothing  !  All  thefe  were  won- 
derful works  ;  but  what  are  thefe  to  our  full  deli- 
verance ?  to  our  final  conqueft?  to  our  eternal  triumph? 
and  to  that  great  Day  of  great  things  ? 

7.  Compare  alfo  the  mercies  which  thou  malt  have 
above,  with  thofe  particular  providences  which  thou 
haft  enjoyed  thyfelf.  If  thou  be  a  chriiUan  indeed, 
thou  haft,  if  not  in  thy  book,  yet  certainly  in  thy 
heart,  many  favours  upon  record  ;  the  very  remem- 
brance and  rehearfal  of  them  is  fweet;  how  much  more 
fweet  was  the  adlual  enjoyment  ?  But  all  thefe  are 
nothing,  to  the  mercies  which  are  above.  Look  over 
the  excellent  mercies  of  thy  youth,  the  mercies  of  thy 
riper  years,  the  mercies  of  thy  feveral  places  and  rela- 
tions :  are  they  not  excellent  and  innumerable  ?  Canft 
thou  not  think  of  the  feveral  places  thou  haft  lived 
in,  and  remember  that  each  has  had  its  feveral 
mercies?  The  mercies  of  fuch  a  place,  and  fuch  a 
place  ;  and  all  of  them  very  rich  and  engaging  mer- 
cies ?  O  how  fweet  was  it  to  thee,  when  God  refolved 
thy  lall  doubts  !  When  he  overcame  and  filenced  thy 
fears  and  unbelief!  When  he  prevented  the  inconve- 
niences of  thy  life,  which  thy  own  counfel  would  have 
caft  thee  into  !  When  he  eafed  thy  pains !  When  he 
healed  thy  ficknefs,  and  raifed  thee  up  from  the  very 
grave  1     Were  not  all  thefe  precious  mercies  ?     Alas, 

thefe 


500    The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.    IIL  §  8. 

thefe  are  but  fmall  things  for  thee  in  the  eyes  of  God  : 
he  intendeth  thee  far  better  things  than  thefe ;  even 
fuch  as  thefe  are  fcarce  a  Lafte  of.  It  was  a  choice 
mercy  that  God  fo  notably  anfwered  thy  prayers, 
and  that  thou  haft  been  fo  often  and  evidently  a  prevailer 
with  him  :  but  O  think,  are  all  thefe  fo  fweet  and  pre- 
cious,  that  my  life  would  have  been  a  perpetual  miiery 
without  them  ?  Hath  his  Providence  lifted  me  fo  high 
on  earth,  and  his  merciful  kindnefs  made  me  great? 
How  fweet  then  will  the  glory  of  his  prefence  be  ? 
And  how  high  will  his  eternal  love  exalt  me  ?  And 
how  great  (hall  I  be  made  in  communion  with  his  great- 
nefs  r  If  my  pilgrimage  and  warfare  have  fuch  mercies : 
what  fhall  I  find  in  my  home,  and  in  my  triumph  ?  If 
I  have  found  fo  much  in  this  itrange  country,  at  fuch  a 
dillance  from  him  ;  what  mall  I  have  in  heaven,  in  his 
immediate  prefence  ! 

8.  Compare  the  joy  which  thou  malt  have  in  heaven 
with  that  which  the  Saints  of  God  have  found  in  the 
\vay  to  it,  and  in  the  foretaftes  of  it  :  when  thou  feeft: 
a  heavenly  man  rejoice,  think  what  it  is  that  fo  afFeds 
him.  It  is  the  property  of  fools  to  rejoice  in  toys  ; 
but  the  people  of  God  are  wifer,  they  know  what  it  is 
that  makes  them  glad.  When  did  God  reveal  himfelf 
to  any  of  his  Saints,  but  the  joy  of  their  hearts  was 
anfwerable  to  the  revelation  ?  When  Mofes  had  been 
talking  with  God  in  the  mount,  it  made  his  vifage  fo 
mining  and  glorious,  that  the  people  could  not  endure 
to  behold  it,  but  he  was  fain  to  put  a  veil  upon  it :  no 
wonder  then  if  the  face  of  God  mufl  be  veiled,  till  we 
are  come  to  that  ftate  where  we  fhall  be  capable  of  be- 
holding him,  when  the  <vei!  Jhall  be  taken  away,  and  ive 
all  beholding  him  nvith  open  facey  Jhall  he  changed  into  the 
fame  image  from  glory  to  glory,  Alas,  what  are  the  back 
parts  which  Mofes  faw  from  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  to 
that  open  face  which  we  (hall  behold  hereafter  ?  What 
is  that  revelation  to  John  in  Patmos,  to  this  revelation 
which  we  mail  have  in  heaven  !  How  fhortdoth  Paul's 
vifion  come  of  the  faints  vifion  above  with  God  !  How 
fmall  a  part  of  the  glory  which  we  mufl:  fee,  was  that 
which  fo  tranfported  Peter  in  the  mount !  1  confefs 
thefe  were  all  extraordinary  foretaftes  ;  but  little  to 
tthe  full  beatifical  vifion.  When  David  forefaw  the  re- 
4  fur  reel  ion 
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furrettion  of  Chrifl  and    of  himfelf,    how  did  it  m; 
him  break  forth  and  fay,    "  Therefore  my  heart   was 
glad,  and  my  glory  rejoice th  ;   my  fiefh  alio  mall  reft  i.i 
hope."     Tiiink   then,    if  the  forcfight   can  raife  fuch 
ravifhing  joy,  what  will  the  aftual  pofiefhon  do  ?   How 
often  have  we  read  and  heard  of  dying  faints,  who  when 
they  had  fcarce  ftrergth  and  life  to  exprefs  themfelves, 
have  been  as  full  of  joy  as  their  hearts  could-hold  ?   And 
when   their   bodies   have  been  under  the  extremities  of 
their  iicknefs,  yea,   ready   to  feel  the  pangs  of  death, 
have   yet  had  fo  much  of  heaven  in  their  fpirits,  that 
their  joy  hath   far  furpafTed  their  forrows  ?     And  if  a 
fpark  of  this  fire  be  fo  glorious,   and  that  in  the  midft 
of  the  fea  of  adverfity  ;  what  then  is  that  Sun  of  Glory 
itfelf? 

9.  Compare  alfo  the  glory  of  the  heavenly  kingdom, 
with  the  glory  of  the  church  on  earth  ;  and  of  Chriil 
in  his  (late  of  humiliation  ;  and  you  may  eafily  con- 
clude, if  Chrifl  ftanding  in  the  room  of  finners,  was  fo 
wonderful  in  excellencies,  what  is  Ckrift  at  the  Father's 
right-hand  ?  And  if  the  church  under  her  fins  and 
enemies,  hath  fo  much  beauty  ;  fomething  it  will  have 
at  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb.  How  wonderful  was 
the  Son  of  God  in  the  form  of  a  fervant  !  When  he 
is  born,  the  heavens  mull  proclaim  him  by  miracles ;  a 
new  liar  mull  appear  in  the  firmament,  and  fetch  men 
from  remote  parts  of  the  world  to  worfnip  him  in  a 
manger ;  the  angels  and  heavenly  hoil  mull  declare  his 
nativity,  and  folemnize  it  with  praifing  and  glorifying 
God  :  when  he  enters  upon  his  ohhee,  his  whole  life  is  a 
wonder;  water  turned  into  wine,  thoufands  fed  with 
five  loaves  and  two  nines,  the  lepers  cleanfed,  the  fick 
healed,  the  lame  reflored,  the  blind  receive  their  fight, 
the  dead  raifed  :  if  we  had  feen  all  this,  fnould  we  not 
have  thought  it  wonderful?  The  moil  defperate  dileafes 
cured  with  a  touch  !  with  a  word  !  the  blind  eyes  with 
a  little  clay  and  fpittle!  the  devils  departing  by  legions 
at  his  command  !  the  winds  and  the  feas  obeying  his 
word  !  Are  not  all  thefe  wonderful  ?  Think  then,  how 
wonderful  is  his  celellial  glory  !  If  there  be  fuch  cut- 
ting down  of  boughs,  and  fpreading  of  garments,  and 
crying  Hofannah,  to  one  that  comes  into  Jerufalem 
riding  on  au  afo  ;  what  will  there  be  when  he  come* 
2  C  will* 
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with  his  angels  in  his  glory  ?  If  they  that  heard  him 
preach  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom,  had  theii  hearts 
turned  within  then,  that  they  turn  and  fay,  Never 
■  /pake  like  this  Men!  then  fare  they  that  behold  his 
majeity  in  his  kingdom,  will  fey,  There  was  n.:ver  \lory 
like  tfcs  ghry  !  If  when  his  enemies  came  toapprehend 
him,  the  word   of  his  mouth  doth  ca  :  ;t  to  the 

ground  :  if  when  he  is  dying,  tke  earth  rtrofl  ucr.ble, 
the  veil  of  the  temple  rend,  the  Ian  in  the  firmament 
hide  its  face,  and  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Saints  a  rife, 
O  what  a  day  will  it  be,  when  he  will  once  more  thake, 
not  the  earth  only,  but  the  heavens  alfo,  and  remove 
the  things  that  are  (batten  !  When  this  fun  fliall  be 
taken  out  of  the  firmament  awd  be  everlaftingly  dark- 
ened with  the  bright nefs  of  his  glory  :  when  the  dead- 
rnuft  all  rife  and  Hand  before  him;  and  belljhah  acknow- 
ledge him  to  be  the  Sou  of  God,  and  every  tongue  coafjs 
him  to  be  the  Lord  and  King  !  \{  when  he  ro:e  again, 
the  grave  and  death  loft  their  power,  and  the  angels 
of  heaven  rolled  away  the  licne,  and  aftonimed 
the  watchmen  till  they  were  as  dead  men,  and  f.nt  the 
tidings  to  his  dejected  difciples  ;  if  the  bolted  doors 
cannot  keep  him  out  ;  if  the  lea  be  as  firm  ground  for 
him  to  walk  on  ;  if  he  can  afcend  to  heaven  in  ihe  fight 
of  his  difciples,  and  fend  the  angels  to  forbid  them 
gazing  after  him;  O  what  power  and  dominion,  and 
glory  then  is  he  now  poffeiled  of !  and  mail  we  ever 
poffefs  with  him  ! 

Yet  think  farther,  Are  his  very  fervants  enabled  to 
do  fuch  miracles  when  he  is  gone  from  them  ?  Can  a 
few  poor  fimermen  and  tent-makers  cure  the  lame,  and 
blind,  and  fick  ?  open  prifons,  deflroy  the  difobedient, 
and  raife  the  dead  ?  O  then  what  a  wond  will  that  be 
where  every  one  can  do  greater  works  than  thefe  !  Jt 
were  much  to  have  the  devils  fubjecl  to  us;  but  more 
to  have  our  names  written  in  the  Book  of  Life.  If  the 
very  preaching  of  the  gofpel  be  accompanied  with  fuch 
power,  that  it  will  pierce  the  heart  and  difcover  its 
fecrets,  bring  down  the  proud,  and  make  the  ftony 
finner  tremble;  if  it  can  make  men  burn  their  books, 
fell  their  lands,  bring  in  the  price,  and  lay  it  down  at 
the  preachers'  feet  ;  if  it  can  make  the  fpirit  of  princes 
ftoop,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  refign  their  crowns, 

and 
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and  do  their  homage  to  Jefus  Chriil ;  if  it  can  fubdue 
kingdoms,  and  convert  tnoufands,  and  turn  the  world 
thus  upftde  down  j  i.  the  very  mention  of  the  judg- 
ment and  life  to  cone,  can  make  the  judge  on  the 
bench  tremble  :  wnat  then  is  the  glory  of'  the  kingdom 
itfelf?  What  an  abfdlute  dominion  have  Chriil  and  his 
faints  !  And  if  they  have  this  power  and  honour  in  the 
day  of  their  abatement,  what  will  they  Lave  in  their 
full  advancemeni  ! 

10.  Compare  the  mercies  thou  malt  have  above, 
with  the  mercies  which  Chriil:  hath  here  bellowed  on 
thy  foul  j  and  the  glorious  change  which  thou  malt 
have  ar  kill,  with  the  gracious  change  which  the  Spirit 
has  wrought  on  thy  heart.  Compare  the  comforts  of 
thy  glorification,  with  the  comforts  of  thy  fan iTc loca- 
tion: Theie  is  not  the  fmalleft  grace  in  thee,  which 
is  genuine,  bat  is  of  greater  worth  than  the  riches  of 
thelndies :  Nor  a  hearty  defire  and  groan  after  Chrift, 
but  is  more  to  be  valued  than  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  :  a  renewed  nature  is  the  very  image  of  God  ; 
fcripture  calleth  it,  Chrijl  dwelling  in  us,  and  the  Spirit 
of  God  dwelling  in  us  s  it  is  a  beam  from  the  face  of 
God  himfelf ;  it  is  the  feed  of  God  remaining  in  us ; 
it  is  the  only  inherent  beauty  of  the  rational  foul :  it 
ennobleth  man  above  all  nobility ;  it  fitteth  him  to> 
underiland  his  Maker's  pleafure,  to  do  his  will,  and  to 
receive  his  glory  :  think  then  with  thyfelf,  if  this  gram 
of  mujlardfeed  be  fo  precious,  what  is  the  Tree  of  Life 
in  the  midjl  of  the  faradife  of  God  ?  If  a  fpark  of  life  be 
fo  much,  how  glorious  then  is  the  fountain  and  end  of 
this  life  !  If  we  are  even  now  faid  to  be  like  God,  and 
to  b;ar  his  image,  and  to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy ;  fure  we  fhall 
then  be  much  more  like  God,  when  we  are  perfectly 
holy,  and  without  blemifh  !  Is  the  defire  of  heaven  (o 
precious  a  thing?  what  then  is  the  thing  itfelf !  Is 
love  fo  excellent  ?  what  then  is  the  Beloved  !  Is  our 
joy  in  forefeeing  and  believing  fo  fweet  ?  what  will  be 
the  j-oy  in  the  full  poffeflion  1  O  the  delight  that  a 
chriilian  hath  in  the  lively  exercife  of  fome  of  thefe 
affections  !  What  good  doth  it  to  his  very  heart,  when 
he  can  feelingly  fay,  I  love  the  Lord  !  Yea,  even 
thofe  painful  paffions  of  forrow  and  fear,  are  yet  de- 
lightful, when  they  are  lightly  exercifed  :  how  glad 
2  C  z  is 
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is  a  poor  Cfiriftian  when  his  heart  is  foftened  and 
oughts  of  unkindnefs  and  ingrati- 
tude)! :  eld  him  matter  of  joy  :  O 
what  will  it  then  be  when  he  fhall  do  nothing  but 
id  love,  and  rejoice,  and  praife,  and  all 
\  perfection  !  What  a  comfort  is  it  to 
my  doubting  foul,  when  I  have  a  little  aiTurance  of  the 

- y  of  my  graces  !  How  much  more  will  it  com- 
fort me;  to  find  that  the  Spirit  hath  fafely  conduced 
me,  and  left  me  in  the  arms  of  Jefus  !  What  a  change 
was  it  that  the  Spirit  made  upon  my  foul,   when  he  fir  ft 

ne  from  darknefs  to  hgci,  and  from  tie  power  cf  Satan 
wtit  Godl  To  be  taken  from  that  horrid  ftate  of  nature, 
wherein  myfelf  and  my  actions  were  lo.ithfome  to  God, 
and  the  fentence  of  death  was  pafTed  upon  me,  and  the 
Almighty  took  me  for  his  utter  enemy  ;  and  to  be 
prefently  numbered  among  his  Saints,  and  called  his 
friend,  his  fervanr,  his  fon,  and  the  fentence  revoked 
which' was  gone  forth!  O  what  a  change  was  this  ! 
To  be  taken  from  that  ftate  wherein  I  was  born,  and 
had  lived  fo  irany  years,  and  if  I  had  fo  died,  I  had 
been  damned  for  ever;  and  to  be  juftified  from  all 
thefe  crimes,  and  freed  from  all  thefe  plagues,  and  put 

he  title  of  an  heir  of  heaven  !  O  what  an  afloniih- 

ing   change   was    this  !      How  much   greater  will  that 

glorious  change  then  be  !     Beyond  expreiTiag  !   beyond 

:  !      How  eft,    when  I  have  thought  cf  this 

i  in  my  regeneration,  have  I  cried  out,  O  blefTed 
day  !  and  blefTed  be  the  Lord  that  I  ever  faw  it  !  How 
then  Oiall  I  cry  out  in  heaven,  O  blefTed  eternity  ! 
and  bleifed  be  the  Lord  that  brought  me  to  it  !  Was 
the  mercy  of  my  conversion  fc  exceeding  great,  that 
the  angels  of  God  did  rejoice  tc  fee  it  ?  Sure  then  the 
mercy  of  my  falvation  will  be  fo  great,  that  the  fame 
angels  will  congratulate  my  felicity.  This  grace  is 
but  a  fpaik  that  is  raked  up  in  the  allies  :  it  is  covered 
with  flefti  from  the  fight  of  the  world  :  but  my  ever- 
lafting  glory  will  not  be  under  a  bufod,  brut  upon  a  bill, 
.  Siou,  the  Mount  cf  Cod  ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IX. 

Hoiv  to  Manage  and  Watcb    over    the  Heart  through  she 
•whole  Work, 

'HPhe  laft  part  of  this  Directory  is,  To  guide  you  in 
*  managing  your  hearts  through  this  work,  and  to 
Ihew  you  wherein  you  have  need  to  he  exceeding 
watchful.  I  have  hitherto  Iheued  what  you  muft  do 
in  order  to  prepare  yourfelf  for  the  Work,  and  in  your 
entrance  upon  it:  I  ihall  now  endeavour  to  point 
out  the  Time  of  the  Performance,  Our  chief  work 
will  here  be,  to  difcover  to  you  the  danger,  and 
that  will  direct  you  to  the  remedy.  Let  me  therefore 
acquaint  you  before-hand,  that  whenever  you  fet  upon 
this  heavenly  employment,  you  ihall  find  your  own 
heart?  your  greatefl  hindrances,  and  they  will  prove 
falfe  to  you  in  one  or  all  of  thefe  four  degrees.  Firft, 
they  will  hold  off,  that  you  will  hardiy  get  them  to 
the  work  ;  or  elfe  they  will  betray  you  by  their  idle- 
nefs  in  the  work,  pretending  to  do  it,  when  they  do 
it  not;  or  they  will  interrupt  the  work,  by  their  fre- 
quent excurfions,  and  turning  afide  to  every  object  ; 
or  they  will  fpoil  the  work  by  cutting  it  ihort,  and  be 
gone  before  you  have  done  any  good  in  ic.  There- 
fore I  forewarn  you,  as  you  eltimate  the  invaluable 
comfort  of  this  work,  faithfully  refill  thefe  four  dan- 
gerous evils- 

i.  Thou  wilt  find  thy  he.ut  as  backward  to  this,  as 
to  any  work  in  the  work!  O  what  excufes  it  will 
make  1  what  evafions  it  will  find  0a:!  and  what  delays, 
when  it  is  ever  fo  much  convinced  I  Either  it  wil| 
queftion,  whether  it  oe  a  duty  or  not  ;  or,  if  it  be  fo 
to  others,  yet  whethei  it  be  fo  to  thee  ?  It  will  take 
up  any  thing  like  rcafon  to  plead  ,i-  .'nft  it:  <.  ii  thy 
heart  have  nothing  againit  tne  .or  .  i  >:.i  if.  will  riile 
away  the  time  in  delays,  and  pro  -.lie  this  day  and  the 
next,  but  ftiil  keep  off;  or  laitiy,  if  ..  wilt  :iOt  be 
fo  baffled  with  excufes  or  delay b,  thy  heart  will  give 
sC  3  thee 
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thee  a  flat  denial,  and  oppofe  its  own  unwillingnefs  to 
thy  reafon  :  thou  fhalt  find  it  draw  back  with  all  the 
ftrength  it  hath.  I  fpeak  all  this  of  the  heart  fo  far  as 
it  is  carnal:  for  fo  far  as  it  is  fpiritual,  it  will  judge 
this  work  the  fweetelt  in  the  world. 

But  take  up  the  authority  which  God  hath  given 
thee,  command  thy  heart :  if  it  rebel,  ufe  violence 
with  it ;  if  thou  be  too  weak,  call  in  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  to  thine  affiftance  :  he  is  never  backward  to  fo 
good  a  work,  nor  will  deny  his  help  in  fo  juft  a  caufe: 
God  will  be  ready  to  help  thee,  if  thou  be  not  unwil- 
ling to  help  thyfelf.  Say  unto  him,  "Lord,  thou  gaveft 
my  reafon  the  command  of  my  thoughts  and  affections  ; 
the  authority  1  have  received  over  them  is  from  thee, 
and  now,  behold  they  refufe  to  obey  thine  authority  ; 
thou  commanded:  me  to  fet  them  to  the  work  of  hea- 
venly meditation,  but  they  rebel  and  ftubbomly  refufe 
the  duty  5  wilt  thou  not  affift  me  to  execute  thai  autho- 
rity which  thou  haft  given  me  ?  O  fend  down  thy  Spirit 
and  Power,  that  I  may  enfore  thy  commands,  and  ef- 
fectually compel  them  to  obey  thy  will." 

And  thus  doing,  thou  fhalt  fee  thy  heart  will  fubmit 
iis  refinance  will  be  brought  under ;  and  its  backward- 
nefs  will  be  turned  to  compliance. 

2.  When  thou  hall  got  thy  heart  to  the  work,  be- 
ware left  it  delude  thee  by  a  loitering  fo'mality  ;  left  it 
fay,  I  go,  and  go  not :  left  it  trifle  out  the  time,  while 
it  mould  be  effectually  meditating.  When  thou  haft 
perhaps  but  an  hour's  time  for  meditation,  the  time 
will  be  fpent  before  thy  heart  will  be  ferious.  This 
doing  of  duty,  as  if  we  did  it  not,  doth  undo  as  many 
as  the  fiat  omiffion  of  it.  To  rub  out  the  hour  in  a 
bare  lazy  thinking  of  heaven,  is  but  to  lofe  that  hour, 
and  delude  thyfelf.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  cafe  ? 
Why  do  here  aifo  as  you  do  by  a  loitering  fervant  ; 
keep  thine  eye  always  upon  thy  heart;  look  not  fo 
much  to  the  time  it  fpendeth  in  the  duty,  as  to  the 
work  that  is  done  :  you  can  tell  by  his  work,  whether 
your  fervant  hath'  been  painful  :  afk,  what  affections 
have  yet  been  ac\ed  ?  How  much  am  I  yet  got  nearer 
heaven  ?  Verily  many  a  man's  heart  rouft  be  followed 
as  clofe  in  this  duty  of  meditation,  as  an  ox  at  the 
plough;  that  will  go  no  longer  than  you  are  calling  or 
2  fcourging ; 
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fcourging ;    if  you  ceafe  driving  but  a  moment,  the 
heart  will  Hand  Hill. 

I  would  not  have  thee  of  the  judgment  of  thofe  who 
think  that  while  they  are  fo  backward,  it  is  better  to  let 
it  alone  ;  and  that  if  mere  love  will  not  bring  them  to 
the  duty,  the  feryice  is  worfe  than  the  omiflion  :  Thefe 
men  underftand  not,  Firft,  that  this  argument  would 
certainly  cafhier  all  fpiritual  obedience  ;  nor  do  they 
understand  well  the  corruptnefs  of  their  own  nature  ; 
nor  that  their  finful  indifpofednefs  will  not  fufpend 
the  commands  of  God;  nor  one  fin  excufe  another: 
efpecially  th?y  Jittle  know  the  way  of  God  to  excite 
their  affections;  and  that  the  love  which  fhould  compel 
them  mull  itfclf  be  firft  compelled,  in  the  fame  fenfe  as 
it  is  faid  to  compel  :  Love  I  know  is  a  rhoft  precious 
grace/and  mould  have  the  chief  intereft  in  all  our 
duties  ;  but  there  are  means  appointed  by  God  to  pro- 
cure this  love:  and  (hall  I  not  u<e  thofe  means,  till  I 
can  ufathem  from  love?  that  were  to  neglect  the  means 
till  I  have  the  end.  Muft  I  not  feek  to  procure  love, 
till  I  have  it  already  ?  Tfrere  are  means  aifo  for  the 
increafing  of  love,  where  it  is  begun,  and  means  for 
exciting  it  where  it  licth  dull  ;  and  muft  I  not  ufe  thefe 
means  till  it  is  increafed  and  excited?  Fall  upon  the 
work  until  thou  art  coniirained  to  love  ;  and  then  love 
will  cor.ftrain  thee  to  further  duty. 

3.  As  thy  heart  will  be  loitering,  fo  it  will  alfo 
wander.  It  will  turn  afide  like  a  carclefs  fervant, 
to  talk  with  every  one  that  pafleth  by  :  when  there 
fiiculd  be  nothing  in  thy  mind,  but  the  work  in  hand, 
it  will  be  thinking  of  thy  calling,  or  of  thy  afflictions, 
or  of  every  bird,  or  ti*ee,  or  place  thou  feeft,  or  of  any 
impertinency,  rather  than  of  heaven.  The  cure  here 
is  the  fame  with  that  before  ;  to  ufe  watchfulnefs  and 
violence  with  your  own  imaginations,  and  as  foon  as 
they  ftep  out,  to  chide  them  in.  Drive  away  thefe 
birds  of  prey  from  thy  facrince,  and  ftriclly  keep  thy 
heart  to  the  work  thou  art  upon. 

4.  Laftly,  Be  fure  alfo  to  look  to  thy  heart  in  this, 
that  it  cut  not  out  the  work  before  the  time,  and  run 
not  away  through  wearinefs  before  it  hath  leave.  Thou 
fhak  find  it  exceeding  prone  to  this.  Thou  mayefl 
ealily  perceive  it  in  other  duties  3   if  in  fecret  thou  fet 

thvfelf 
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thyfelf  to  pray  is  not  thy  heart  urging  thee  ftill  to  cut 
it  fhort  ?  Doit  rhou  not  frequently  find  a  motion  to 
have  done  ?  Art  thou  not  ready  to  be  up,  as  foon  al- 
rnoft  as  thou  art  down  on  thy  knees  ?  So  will  it  be  alfo 
in  thv  contemplations  of  heaven  ;  as  fail  as  thou  getteit 
up  thy  heart,  it  will  be  down  again,  it  will  be  weary 
of  the  work  ;  it  will  be  minding  thee  of  other  bufinefs 
to  be  done,  and  fcop  thy  heavenly  work,  before  thou 
art  well  warm.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  cafe  alfo  ? 
Why  the  fame  authority  and  refolution  which  brought 
it  to  the  work,  and  obferved  it  in  the  work,  mult  hold 
it  to  it,  till  the  work  be  done.  Stick  to  the  work  till 
thy  graces  be  acted,  thy  affections  raifed,  and  thy  foul 
refreshed  with  the  delights  above  ;  or  if  thou  canft  not 
obtain  thefe  ends  at  once,  ply  it  the  clofer  the  next 
time,  and  let  it  not  go  till  thou  feel  the  bleffing. 
"  Blefled  is  that  fervant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  he 
comes,  mail  find  {g  doing." 

Thus  1  have  directed  you  in  this  work  of  heavenly 
contemplation,  and  led  you  into  the  path  where  you 
may  walk  with  God.  But  becaufe  1  would  bring  it 
down  to  the  capacity  of  the  meanett,  and  help  their 
memories  who  are  apt  to  let  flip  the  former  particulars, 
J  {hall  here  contract  the  whole,  and  Jay  it  before  you 
in  a  narrower  compafs.  But  flill  I  wifh  thee  to  remem- 
ber, it  is  the  prafiice  of  a  duty  that  I  am  directing 
thee  in,  and  therefore  if  thou  wilt  not  pra&ife  it,  do 
not  read  it. 

The  fum  is  this:  As  thou  makefl  confeience  of  pray- 
ing daily,  fo  do  thou  of  meditation  ;  and  more  ef- 
pecially  on  the  joys  of  heaven.  To  this  end,  fet  apart 
one  hour  or  half  hour  every  day,  wherein  thou  mayelt 
lay  afide  all  worldly  thodghts,  and  with  all  poifible 
ferioufnefs  and  reverence,  as  if  thou  wert  to  fpeaic  to 
God  himfelf ;  or  to  have  a  fight  of  Chrift,  or  of  that 
blefled  place;  fo  withdraw  thyfelf  into  fecret,  and 
fet  thyfelf  wholly  to  the  following  work  :  If  thou 
canit  take  Tfaac's  time  and  place,  who  <went  forth 
into  the  field  in  the  evening  to  meditate  :  but  if  thou  be 
a  fervant  or  poor  man  that  cannot  have  that  leifrme, 
take  the  fitteft  time  and  place  that  thou  canit,  though  it 
be  when  thou  art  private  about  thy  labours. 

When 
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When   thou  fetteft  to   the   work,    look  up   toward 
heaven,    let  thine   eye  lead  thee  as  near  as  it  can  ;    re- 
member  that   there  is  thine    everlalting  reft;    ftudy  its 
excellency,  fludy  its  reality,  till  thy  unbelief  be  filenced, 
and  thy   faith  prevail  ;    if  thy    judgment    be    not  yet 
drawn  to  admiration,    ufe  thofe  feniible  helps  and  ad- 
vantages  which  were  even  now   laid  down.     Compare 
thy   heavenly  joys   with  the  choiceft  on  earth,  and  fo 
rife   up   frojn  fen fe  to  faith  ;  if  this  mere  confideration 
prevail  not,  then  plead  the  cafe,  with  thy  heart ;  preach 
upon  this  text  of  heaven  to  thyfelf :   convince,  inform, 
confute,   inllruct,  reprove,  examine,  admonifh,  encou- 
rage,   and    comfort   thy   own   foul  from   this  celeilial 
doctrine;  draw  forth  thofe  feveral  confiderations  ofthy 
reft,    on  which  thy  feveral  affections  ma*y  work,  efpe- 
cialiy    that   affection   or   grace  which  thou  intendeft  to 
act.      If  it  be  love  which  thou  would  ft  act,  mew  it  the 
lovelinefs  of  heaven,    and   how  fuitable   it  is    to    thy 
condition:    if  it  be  defire,    conf:der   thy  abfence  from 
this  lovely  object:  if  it  be  hope,  confider  the  poftibiiity 
and  probability  of  obtaining  it  :   if  it  be  courage,  con- 
fider the  lingular  afiiftance  and  encouragements  which 
thou   mayeft  receive   from   God,  the   weaknefs  of  the 
enemv,  and   the   neceftity  of  prevailing  :  if  it  be  joy, 
confider  its  excellent  raviihing  glory,  thy  iute reft  in  it, 
and  its  certainty,  and    the  nearnefs  of  the  time  when 
thou  mayeft  poffeis  it.    Urge  thefe  confiderations  home 
to   thy    heart :    whet  them  with  all  pofltble  ferioufnefs 
upon  each  affection.      If  thy  heart  d vaw  back,  force  it 
to  the   work  ;  if  it  loiter,  fpur  it  on  ;  if  it  ftep  afide, 
command  it  in  'gain:   if  it  -.-.  ould  flip  away  and  leave 
the   work,    ufe  thine  authority  ;    keep  it  clofe  to  the 
bufmefs,    till    thou  haft   obtained   thine  end  ;    ftir   not 
away,  if  it  may  be,  till  thy  love  flame,  till  thy  joy  be 
raifed,  or  till  thy  defire  or  other  graces  be  lively.     Call 
in   aftiftance  alio  from  God,  mix  ejaculations  with  thy 
foiiloquies ;    till,  having -Xerjoufly  pleaded  the  cafe  with 
thy  heart,    and 'reverently  pleaded  the  cafe  wiih  God, 
thou  haft  pleaded  thyfelf  from  a  clod  to  a  flame,  fron 
a  forgetful  (inner  to  a  mindful  lover:  from  a  lover  of 
the  ^vvorld,    to  a   thirfter    after  God  ;    from  a  fearful 
coward,  to  a  refolved  chriftian.      In  a  word,  what  can- 
not be  done  one  day,   do  it  the  next,  till  thou  haft 

pleaded 
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pleaded  thy  heart  from  earth  to  heaven  :  from  con- 
verfing  below,  to  walking  with  God  :  and  till  thou 
cant  lay  thy  h^art  to  reft,  as  in  the  borom  of  Chrift  ; 
in  this  meditation  of  thy  full  and  everlailing  Reft. 


CHAP.     X. 

An  Example  of  this  heavenly    Contemplation,  for  the  Help 
of  the   Vhjkilful. 

est  !  How  fweet  a  word  is  this  to  mine  ears! 
Methinks  the  found  doth  turn  to  fubfrance,  and 
having  entered  at  the  ear,  defcendeth  down  to  my  very 
heart:  Metfcinfcs  I  feel  it  flir  and  work,  and  that  thro' 
all  my  parts  and  powers,  but  with  a  various  work  upon 
my  various  parts.  To  my  wearied  fenfes  and  languid 
fpirits,  it  fcems  a  quieting,  powerful  opiate  ;  to  my 
dulled  powers  it  is  fpirit  and  life  ;  to  my  dark  eyes,  it 
is  both  eye  falve,  and  a  perfpective-glafs;  to  my  talte  it 
fweetnefs ;  to  mine  ears  it  is  melody;  to  my  hands  and 
feet  it  is  ftrength  and  nimblenefs.  Methinks  I  feel  it 
dig  eft  as  it  proceeds,  and  increafe  my  native  heat  and 
moifture,  and  lying  as  a  reviving  cordial  in  my  heart, 
from  thence  doth  fend  forth  lively  fpirits,  which  beat 
through  all  the  pulfes  of  my  foul.  Reft  !  Not  as  a  ftone 
that  reiis  on  the  earth,  nor  as  thefe  clods  of  flefh  (hall 
reft  in  the  grave  ;  fo  our  beafts  muft  reft  as  well  as  we: 
Nor  is  the  fatisfying  of  our  fleflily  luft,  nor  fuch  a  reft 
as  the  carnal  world  defireth :  No,  no ;  we  have  another 
kind  of  reft  than  thefe:  Reft  we  (hall  from  our  labours, 
which  were  but  the  way  and  means  to  reft,  but  yet  that 
is  the  fmalleft  part :  O  bleffed  reft,  where  we  fhall 
never  ceafe  day  nor  night,  crying,  Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord 
God  of  Sabbaoth  !  Where  we  (hall  ceafe  from  fin,  but 
not  from  worfhip  !  from  fuiFerings  and  forrows,  but  not 
from  folace  !  O  blefled  day,  when  1  (hall  reft  in  the 
arms  and  bofom  of  my  Lord  !  When  I  fhall  reft  in 
knowing,  loving,  rejoicing,  and  praifing  !  When  my 
perfect  foul  and  body  together,  fhall  in  thefe  perfect 
actings  perfectly  enjoy  the  moft  perfect  God  !  When 
God  alfo,  who  is  Love  itfelf,  fhall  perfectly  love  me  ! 

and 
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:  .  r  joice  over  me  with  joy  and  fin  ing,  as  ]  fnall 
re]oic<  in  him  !  How  near  is  that  molt  blefled  joyful 
c  . .  !  it  comes  apace  !  Even  he  that  cometh  Ibiil  tone, 
ana  wild  not  tarry  ;  though  my  Lord  fcemeth  to  dciay 
his  comings  yet  a  little  while  and  lie  will  be  here  : 
What  is  a  few  hundred  year:  when  they  are  over  ?  How 
fureiy  will  bis  lign  appear  !  and  how  fuddenlj  will  he 
ieize  upon  the  c  rel«  s  world  i  Even  as  the  Lightning 
that  mines  from  Eaft  to  V/eft  in  a  moment!  He  v.  no 
is  gone  hence  will  even  lb  return  :  methinks  I  hear  the 
voice  of  his  foregoers  !  Methinks  ]  fee  him  in  the 
clouds  with  the  attendance  of  his  angels  in  majefty  and 
glory  !  O  poor,  fecure  Tinners,  what  will  you  now  do? 
where  will  you  hide  yonrfclves  ?  or  what  (hall  cover 
you  ?  Mountains  are  gone;  the  earth  and  heavens  that 
were,  are  patted  away  ;  the  devouring  fire  hath  con- 
fumed  all,  except  yourfelves,  who  mult  be  the  fewel 
for  ever.  O  that  you  could  confume  as  icon  as  the 
earth,  and  melt  away  as  did  the  heavens  :  Ah,  thefe- 
wiflies  are  now  but  in  vain  ;  the  Lamb  himfelf  would 
have  been  your  friend,  he  would  have  oved  )ou,  and 
ruled  you,  and  now  it  is  too  late  !  Never  cry,  Lord! 
Lord! — Too  late,  too  late,  man!  Why  doll  thou 
look  about?  Can  any  fave  thee  ?  Whiiher  doft  thou 
run  ?  Can  any  hide  thee  ?  O  wretch  that  haft  brought 
thyfelf  to  this !  Now  blefTed  are  ye  that  have  believed 
and  obeyed  ;  this  is  the  end  of  your  faith  and  patience: 
this  is  that  for  which  ye  prayed  and  waked  :  Do  you 
now  repent  your  fufferings  and  farrows:  your  ie]f  deny- 
ing and  holy  walking?  Are  your  tears  of  repentance 
now  bitter  or  fweet  ?  O  fee  how  the  Judge  doth  fmile 
upon  you  !  there  is  love  in  hi.3  looks  :  the  titles  of  Re- 
deemer, Hufband,  Head,  are  written  in  his  amiable 
face.  Hark  !  doth  he  not  call  you?  he  bids  you  Hand 
here  on  his  right-hand  :  Fear  not,  for  there  he  fets  his 
fheep.  O  joyful  fentence  pronounced  with  his  mouth  ! 
Come,  ye  bleJJ'ed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  foundaii.n  of  the  world/  See  how  your 
Saviour  takes  you  by  the  hand  :  The  door  is  open.  The 
kingdom  is  his,  and  therefore  yours  :  there  is  your 
place  before  his  throne  ;  the  Father  receiveth  you  as 
the  fpoufeof  his  Son  ;  he  bids  you  welcome  to  the  crown 
of  glory;    tho/  never  fo  unworthy,  crowned  you  mull 

be: 
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be:  This  was  the  project  of  free  redeeming  grace,  the 
purpofe  of  eternal  love.  O  bleflVd  grace!  O  blefled 
love  !  O  the  frame  that  my  f>ul  fhall  then  be  in  !  But 
I  cannot  exprefs  it  !     I  cannot  conceive  it  ! 

This  is  that  joy  which  was  procured  by  furrow  ; 
this  is  that  crown  which  was  procured  by  the  crofs. 
My  Lord  did  weep,  that  now  my  tears  might  be  wiped 
awav ;  he  did  bleed,  that  I  might  now  rejoice  ;  he  was 
forfaken,  that  I  might  not  now  be  forfiken ;  he  did 
then  die,  that  I  might  now  live  !  This  weeping, 
wounded  Lord,  fhall  I  behold?  This  bleeding  Saviour 
I  fhall  fee,  and  live  in  him  that  died  for  me  !  O  free 
mercy,  that  can  exalt  fo  vile  a  wretch  !  free  to  me, 
though  dear  to  Chi  ift  !  Here  muft  I  live  with  all  thefe 
faints  !  O  comfortable  meeting  of  my  old  acquaintance, 
with  whom  I  prayed,  and  wept,  and  fuffered  ;  with, 
whom  I  fpake  of  this  day  and  place  !  I  fee  the  grave 
could  not  contain  you,  the  fea  and  earth  muft  give  up 
their  dead  ;  the  fame  love  hath  redeemed  and  faved 
you  alfo ;  this  is  not  like  our  cottages  cf  clay,  our 
prifohs,  or  earthly  dwellings;  this  voice  of  joy  is  not 
like  our  old  complainings,  our  groans,  our  fighs,  our 
imp^-ient  moans;  nor  this  melodious  praile  like  our 
fcorns  and  revilings,  nor  like  the  oaths  and  curfes 
which  we  heard  on  earth  :  This  body  is  not  like  the 
body  we  had,  nor  this  foul  like  the  foul  we  had,  nor 
this  life  like  the  life  that  we  then  lived.  We  have 
changed  our  place,  we  have  changed  our  flate  ;  our 
clothes,  our  thoughts,  our  looks,  our  language  :  we 
have  changed  our  company  for  the  greater  part,  and 
the  reft  of  our  company  is  changed  itfelf.  Before,  we 
were  weak  and  defpifed,  but  now  glorious !  Where 
are  now  our  different  judgments,  cur  divided  fpirits? 
Now  are  we  all  of  one  judgment,  of  one  name,  of  one 
houfe,  and  of  one  glory.  O  fweet  reconcilement !  O 
happy  union  ;  which  makes  us  firft  to  be  one  with 
Chrift,  and  then  one  with  ourfelves!  Now  our  dif- 
ferences fhall  be  dafheu  in  our  teeth  no  more,  nor  the 
gofpel  reproached  through  our  folly.  O  my  foul  !  thou 
fhalt  no  more  lament  the  furTenngs  of  the  faints  ;  never 
more  condole  thy  church's  ruins:  never  bewail  thy  fuf- 
fering  friends,   nor  lie  wailing  over  their  death  beds, 

or 
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or  their  graves:  thou  (halt  never  fufter  thy  old  tempta- 
tions from  Satan,  the  world,  or  thy  own  fiefh  ;  thy 
body  will  no  more  be  fuch  a  buithen  to  thee;  thy 
pains  and  (icknefles  are  all  now  cured  ;  thou  (halt  be 
troubled  with  weaknefs  and  wearinels  no  moie;  thy 
head  is  not  now  an  aching  head,  nor  thy  heart  now  an 
aching  heart  ;  thy  hunger  and  third,  and  cold  and 
fleep,  thy  labour  and  dudy  are  all  gone.  O  what  a 
mighty  change  is  this  !  from  the  dunghill  to  the  throne! 
from  a  body  as  vile  as  carrion  in  the  ditch,  to  a  body 
as  bright  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament  !  from  all  thy 
doubts  and  fears,  to  this  pofleflion,  which  hath  put  me 
out  of  doubt!  from  all  thy  fearful  thoughts  of  death, 
Jo  this  mod  blefled  joyful  life  I  O  what  a  change  is 
this!  Farewel  fin  and  fuffering  for  ever  !  Now  wel- 
come, mod  holy,  heavenly  nature;  which  as  it  mud  be 
employed  in  beholding  the  face  of  God,  fo  it  is  full  of 
God  alone,  delighted  in  nothing  but  him.  O  who  can 
cpiedion  the  love  which  he  doth  fweetly  tade  !  or  doubt 
of  that  which  with  fuch  joy  he  feeleth  !  Fatewel  re- 
pentance, confeilion,  and  fupplication  ;  farewel  hops 
and  faith  ;  and  welcome  love,  and  joy,  and  praife.  I 
(hall  now  have  my  harved  without  ploughing  or  (owing  ; 
my  wine  without  the  labour  of  the  vintage  ;  my  joy 
v  ithout  a  preacher  or  a  promife,  even  all  from  the  Face 
of  God  himfelf.  Whatever  mixture  is  in  the  dreams, 
there  is  nothing  but  pure  joy  in  the  fountain.  Here 
ihall  I  be  encircled  with  eternity,  and  come  fotth  no 
more  :  here  (hall  I  live  and  ever  live  :  and  praife  my 
Lord,  and  ever,  ever  praife  him.  My  face  will  not 
wrinkle,  nor  my  hair  be  grey  ;  but  "  this  mortal  hatli 
put  on  immortality,  and  this  corruptible,  incorruption, 
and  death  is  fwallowed  up  in  victory  :  O  Death  !  where 
is  thy  ding  ?  O  Grave  !  where  is  thy  viclorv  ?  "  The 
date  of  my  leafe  will  no  more  expire,  nor  fliall  I  lofe 
my  joys  through  fear  of  lofing  them.  When  millions 
of  ages  are  pad,  my  glory  is  but  beginning  ;  and  when 
millions  more  are  pad,  it  is  no  nearer  ending.  Every 
day  is  all  noon-tide,  and  every  month  is  May  or  harvefi, 
and  every  year  is  there  a  Jubilee,  and  every  age  is  full 
manhood:  and  all  this  but  one  eternity.  O  bldled 
Eternity!  the  Glory  !  the  perfection  of  my  perfection! 
Dd  Ah 
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Ah  drowfy,  earthy,  blockifh  heart,  how  coldly  doft 
thou  think  of  this  reviving  Day  ?  Doft  thou  fleep  when 
thou  thinkeft  of  eternal  Reft?  Art  thou  hanging  earth- 
ward when  heaven  is  before  thee  ?  Hadft  thou  rather 
fit  thee  down  in  dung,  than  walk  in  the  court  of  the 
prefence  of  God  ?  Doft  thou  now  remember  thy  worldly 
bufmefs?  Art  thou  thinking  of  thy  delights?  Wretched 
heart,  is  it  better  to  be  there,  than  above  with  God  ?  Is 
the  company  better  ?  Are  the  pleafures  greater  ?  Como 
away,  make  no  excufe,  make  no  delay  :  God  com* 
mands,  and  I  command  thee,  come  away,  gird  up  thy 
loins  ;  afcend  the  mount,  and  look  about  thee  with 
ierioufnefs  and  with  faith.  Look  thou  not  back  upon 
the  way  of  the  wildernefs,  except  it  be  when  thine  eyes 
are  dazzled  with  the  glory,  or  when  thou  wouldft  com- 
pare the  kingdom  with  that  howling  defart,  that  thou 
mayeft  more  fenfibly  perceive  the  mighty  difference, 
Fix  thine  eye  upon  the  fun  itfelf,  and  look  not  down 
to  earth  as  long  as  thou  art  able  to  behold  it ;  except  it 
be  to  difcern  more  eafily  the  brightnefs  of  the  one  by 
the  darknefs  of  the  other.  Yonder  is  thy  Father's 
glory  ;  yonder  muft  thou  dwell  when  thou  leaveft  this 
earth  :  yonder  muft  thou  remove,  O  my  foul,  when 
thou  departed  from  this  body  ;  and  when  the  power 
of  thy  Lord  hath  raifed  it  again,  and  joined  thee  to  it, 
yonder  muft  thou  live  with  God  for  ever.  There  is 
the  glorious  "  New  Jerufalem,  the  gates  of  pearl,  the 
foundation  of  pearl,  the  ftreets  and  pavements  of  tranf- 
parent  gold.  Seeft  thou  that  fun  which  lighteth  all  the 
■world  ?  Why  it  muft  be  taken  down  as  ufelefs  there, 
or  the  glory  of  heaven  will  darken  it,  and  put  it  out ; 
even  thyfelf  fhall  be  as  bright  as  yonder  rifing  fun  ; 
**  God  will  be  the  Sun,  and  Chrift  the  Light,  and  in  his 
light  (halt  thou  have  light." 

O  wretched  heart,  hath  God  made  thee  a  promife 
of  reft,  and  wilt  thou  come  fhort  of  it,  and  {hut  out 
thyfelf  through  unbelief  ?  Thine  eyes  may  fail  thee, 
thy  ears  deceive  thee,  and  all  thy  fenles  prove  delu- 
sions, fooner  than  a  promife  of  God  can  delude  thee. 
Thou  mayeft  be  furer  of  that  which  is  written  in  the 
word,  than  if  thou  fee  it  with  thy  eyes,  or  feel  it  with 
thy  hands.  Art  thou  lure  thou  liveft  ?  or  fure  that 
this  is  the  earth  which  thou  ftandeft  on  ?  Art  thou  fure 
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thine  eyes  fee  the  fun?  As  fure  is  all  this  glory  to  the 
faints,  as  fure  fhall  I  be  higher  than  yonder  flars,  and 
live  for  ever  in  the  holy  City,  and  joyfully  found  forth 
the  praife  of  ray  Redeemer,  if  I  be  not  fhut  out  by  the 
"  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  caufmg  me  to  depart  from  the 
living  God." 

And  is  this  reft  fo  fweet  and  fo  fure  ?  -  O  then  what 
means  the  carelefs  world  ?  Do  they  know  what  it  is 
they  fo  neglect  ?  Did  they  ever  hear  of  it  ?  or  are  they 
yet  afleep  r1  Do  they  know  for  certain  that  the  crown 
is  before  them,  while  they  thus  fit  (till,  or  follow  trifles, 
when  they  are  hailing  fo  fad:  to  another  world,  and 
their  eternal  happinels  lies  at  flake  ?  Were  there  left 
one  fpark  of  rcafon,  they  would  never  fell  their  reic 
for  toil,  their  glory  for  worldly  vanities.  Ah,  poor 
men  !  That  you  would  once  confider  what  you  hazard, 
and  then  you  would  fcorn  thcie  tempting  baits.  O 
bleiTed  for  ever  be  that  love,  that  hath  refcued  me 
from  this  mad  bewitching  darknefs  ! 

Draw  near  yet,  O  my  foul ;  bring  forth  thy  flrongeffc 
love  :  here  is  matter  for  it  to  work  upon  :  O  fee  what 
beauty  prefents  itfelf:  is  it  not  exceeding  lovely  ?  Is 
not  all  the  beauty  in  the  world  contracted  here  ?  Is  not 
all  other  beauty  deformity  to  it  ?  Dofl  thou  need  to 
be  perfuaded  now  to  love  ?  Here  is  a  feafl  for  thine 
eyes  :  a  feaft:  for  all  the  powers  of  thy  foul  :  Dofl  thou 
need  to  be  entreated  to  feed  upon  it  ?  Canfl  thou  love 
a  little  fhining  earth  ?  Canfl  thou  love  a  walking  piece 
of  ctay  ?  And  canfl:  thou  not  love  that  God,  that  Chnft, 
that  glorv,  which  is  fo  truly  and  unmeafurably  lovely! 
Thou  canfl  love  thy  friend  becaufe  he  loves  thee  ;  and 
is  the  love  of  friends  like  the  love  of  Chrifl  ?  Their 
weeping  or  bleeding  for  thee,  doth  not  eale  thee  nor 
flay  the  courfe  of  thy  tears  or  blood  :  but  the  tears  and 
blood  that  fell  from  thy  Lord,  have  all  a  fovereign 
healing  virtue,  and  are  waters  of  life,  and  balfam  to  thy 
faintings  and  thy  fores.  O  my  foul !  if  love  delerve, 
and  fhould  procure  love,  what  incomprehenfible  love  is 
here  before  thee  !  Pour  out  all  the  More  of  thy  affec- 
tions here  ;  and  all  is  too  little.  O  that  it  were  more  f 
Let  hira  be  firft  ferved,  that  ferved  thee  firfl  :  Let 
D  d  2  him 
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him  have  the  ftrength  of  thy  love,  who  parted  with 
ilrengrh  and  life  in  love  to  thee  :  if  thou  haft  any  to 
fuare  when  he  hath  his  part,  let  it  be  imparted  then  to 
ftanders-by.  See  what  a  fea  of  love  is  here  before 
thee;  call  thyfelf  into  this  ocean  of  his  love  :  fear  not, 
though  it  feem  a  furnace  of  fire,  and  the  hotted  that 
ever  was  kindled  upon  earth,  yet  it  is  the  fire  of  love 
and  not  of  wrath:  a  hie  moil  effectual  to  extinguifh 
fire;  never  intended  to  confume  but  to  gloiify  thee: 
Venture  into  it  then  in  thy  believing  meditations,  and 
•walk  in  thefe  flames  with  the  Son  of  God  ;  when  thou 
art  once  in,  them  wilt  be  lorry  to  come  forth  again.  O 
my  foul  !  what  wanted  thou  here  to  provoke  thy  love  ? 
Doit  thou  love  for  excellency  ?  Why  thou  feed  nothing 
below  but  bafenefs,  except  as  they  relate  to  the  enjoy- 
ments above.  Yonder  is  the  Gofhen,  the  region  of 
light  ;  this  is  a  land  of  palpable  darknefs.  Yonder 
ilars,  that  fhining  moon,  the  radiant  fun,  are  all  but 
as  the  lanterns  hanged  out  at  thy  Father's  houfe,  t© 
liffht  thee  while  thou  walked  in  the  dark  dreets  of  the 

o 

earth  ;  but  little  dod  thou  know  the  glory  that  is 
within  ?  Dod  thou  love  for  fuitablenefs?  Why  what 
perfon  more  fuitable  than  Chrifl  ?  His  godhead,  his 
manhood,  his  fulnefs,  his  freenefs,  his  willingnefs,  his 
condancy,  do  all  proclaim  him  thy  mod  fuitable  Friend. 
What  date  more  fuitable  to  thy  miiery  than  that  of 
mercy?  Or  to  thy  finfulnefs  and  bafenefs,  than  that  of 
honour  and  perfection  ?  What  place  more  fuitable  to 
thee  than  heaven  ?  Thou  had  had  a  fufHcient  trial  of 
this  world  :  dod  thou  find  it  agree  v/ith  thy  nature  or 
defires  ?  Are  thefe  common  abominations,  thefe  heavy 
fufferings,  thefe  unfatisfying  vanities  fuitable  to  thee  ? 
Or  dod  thou  love  for  intered  more  than  near  relation? 
Where  had  thou  better  intered  than  in  heaven  ?  Or 
where  had  thou  nearer  relation  than  there?  Dod  thou 
love  for  acquaintance  and  familiarity  ?  Why,  though 
thine  eyes  have  never  feen  the  Lord,  yet  he  is  never 
the  further  from  thee.  If  thy  fon  were  blind,  yet  he 
would  love  thee  his  father,  though  he  never  faw  thee. 
Thou  had  heard  the  voice  of  Chrid  to  thy  very  heart, 
thou  had  received  his  benefits^  thou  had  lived  in  his 
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bofom,  and  art  thou  not  yet  acquainted  with  him?  It 
is  he  that  brought  thee  feafonably  and  fafely  into  the 
world.  It  is  he  that  nurfed  thee  in  thy  tender  infancy, 
and  helped  thee  when  thou  couldft  not  help  thyfelf: 
he  taught  thee  to  go,  to  fpeak,  to  read,  to  underftand  ; 
he  taught  thee  to  know  thyfelf  and  him  :  he  opened 
thee  that  nrlr.  window  whereby  thou  fawelt  into  heaven. 
Haft  thou  forgotten  when  thy  heart  was  carelefs,  and  he 
quickened  it,  and  made  it  yield  ;  when  it  was  at  peace, 
and  he  troubled  it ;  and  when  it  was  broken  he  healed  it 
again  ?  Haft  thou  forgotten  the  time,  nay  the  many 
times  when  he  found  thee  in  fecret,  all  in  tears  ;  when 
he  heard  thy  fighs  and  groans,  and  left  all  to  come  and 
comfort  thee  r  When  he  came  in  upon  thee,  and  took 
thee  up  as  it  were  in  his  arms,  and  afked  thee,  c<  Poor 
foul,  what  aileth  thee?  Doit  thou  weep,  when  I  have 
wept  fo  much  ?  Be  of  good  cheer  :  thy  wounds  are 
faving  and  not  deadly.  It  is  I  that  have  made  them, 
who  mean  thee  no  hurt:  though  I  let  out  thy  blood,  I 
will  not  let  out  thy  life." 

Methinks  I  remember  yet  his  voice,  and  feel  thofe 
arms  that  took  me  up  :  how  gently  did  he  handle  me  ! 
How  carefully  did  he  drefs  my  wounds  and  bind  them 
up  !  Methinks  I  hear  him  itill  faying,  "  Though  thou 
haft  dealt  unkindly  with  me,  yet  will  not  I  do  fo  by 
thee  ;  though  thou  haft  fet  light  by  me  and  all  my 
mercies :  yet  both  I  and  all  are  thine  :  what  wouldft 
thou  have  that  I  cannot  give  thee  ?  If  any  thing  in 
heaven  and  earth  will  make  thee  happy,  it  is  all  thine 
own.  Wouldft  thou  have  pardon?  Thou  (halt  have  it, 
I  freely  forgive  thee  all  the  debt.  Wouldft  thou  have 
grace  and  peace  ?  Thou  fhalt  have  them  both.  Wouldft 
thou  have  myfelf?  Behold  I  am  thine,  thy  Friend,  thy 
Lord,  thy  Hufband,  and  thy  Head.  Wouldft  thou  have 
the  Father  ?  I  will  bring  thee  to  him  :  and  thou  fhalt 
have  him  in  and  by  me." — Thefe  were  my  Lord's  re- 
viving words  :  thefe  were  the  melting,  healing,  quick- 
ening tokens  of  love.  After  all  this,  when  I  was 
doubtful  of  his  love  :  methinks  I  yet  remember  his 
convincing  arguments. — "  Have  I  done  fo  much  to 
teftify  my  love,  and  yet  doft  thou  doubt  ?  Have  I 
made  thy  believing  it  the  condition  of  enjoying  it,  and 
yet  doft  thou  doubt  ?  Have  I  offered  thee  myfelf  fo  long 
D  d  3  and 
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and  yet  doit  thou  doubt  ?  Have  I  offered  thee  myfelf  fo 
long,  and  yet  doft  thou  queilion  my  willingnefs  to  be 
thine  ?  What  could  I  ha-ve  done  more  than  I  ha<ve  done  P 
At  what  dearer  rate  mould  1  tell  thee  that  I  love  thee  ? 
Read  the  ftory  of  my  bitter  Pafiion,  wilt  thou  not  be- 
lieve that  it  proceeded  from  love  ?  Did  I  ever  give 
thee  caufe  to  be  fo  jealous  of  me  ?  or  to  think  fo  hardly 
of  me  as  thou  doft  ?  Have  1  made  myfelf,  in  the  gof- 
pel,  a  lion  to  thine  enemies,  and  a  lamb  to  thee  :  and 
doit  thou  overlook,  my  ]amb-like  nature?  Have  I  fet 
mine  arms  and  heart  there  open  to  thee,  and  wilt  thou 
not  believe  but  they  are  fhut  ?  If  I  had  been  willing 
to  let  thee  periih,  1  could  have  done  it  at  a  cheaper 
r.ite  ;  what  need  I  follow  thee  with  fo  long  patience 
and  entreating  ?  What,  doft  thou  tell  me  of  thy  wants? 
Have  I  not  enough  for  me  and  thee  ?  and  why  doit 
thou  tell  me  of  thine  unworthinefs  and  thy  fin  ?  I  had 
not  died,  if  man  had  not  finned  :  if  thou  waft  not  a 
fmner,  thou  waft  not  for  me :  if  thou  waft  worthy 
thyfelf,  what  fhouldft  thou  do  with  my  worthinefs  I 
Did  1  ever  invite  the  worthy  and  the  righteous  ?  or 
did  I  ever  fave  or  juitify  fuch  ?  or  are  there  any  fuch 
en  earth  ?  Haft  thou  nothing  ?  art  thou  loft  and  mifer- 
able?  art  thou  heiplefs  and  forlorn?  doft  thou  believe 
that  I  am  a  fufticient  Saviour?  and  wouldft  thou  have 
Me?  Why  then  take  Me.  Lo,  J  am  thine  :  if  thou 
be  willing,  I  am  willing,  and  neither  fin  nor  death  ihali 
break  the  match." 

Thefe,  O  thefe  were  the  blefTed  words,  which  hi* 
Spirit  from  his  gofpel  fpoke  unto  me,  till  he  made  me 
cait  myfelf  at  his  feet,  yea  into  his  arms,  and  cry  out, 
*'  My  Saviour  and  my  Lord,  Thou  haft  broken  my  heart, 
Thou  haft  revived  my  heart,  Thou  haft  overcome,  Thou 
iaft  won  my  heart,  take  it;  it  is  thine  :  if  fuch  a  heart 
can  pleafe  thee,,  take  it ;  if  it  cannot,  make  it  as  thou, 
wouldft  have  it." 

Thus,  O  my  foul,  mayeft  thou  remsmber  the  f.vect 
familiarity  thou  haft  had  with  Chrift  ;  therefore  if  ac- 
quaintance will  caufe  affection,  O  then  knit  thy  heart 
unto  him  ;  it  is  he  that  hath  ftood  by  thy  bed  of  fick- 
nefs,  that  hath  cooled  thy  heats,  and  eafed  thy  pains, 
and  refrelhed  thy  wearinefs,  and  removed  thy  fears  : 
He  hath  been  always  ready,  when  thou  haft  earneftly 
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fought  him  ;  he  hath  given  thee  the  meeting  in  public 
and  in  private;  he  hath  been  found  of  thee  in  the  con- 
gregation, in  thy  houte,  in  thy  chamber,  in  the  field, 
in  the  way,  as  thou  waft  walking,  in  thy  waking  nights, 
in  thy  deepeft  dangers.  If  bounty  and  companion  be 
attraclives  of  love,  how  unmeafurably  then  am  I 
bound  to  love  him  ?  All  the  mercies  that  have  filled 
up  my  life  tell  me  this  ;  all  the  places  that  I  ever  did 
abide  in,  every  condition  of  life  that  I  have  pafied 
through,  all  my  employments,  and  all  my  relations, 
every  change  that  hath  befallen  me,  all  tell  me,  that 
the  Fountain  is  overflowing  goodnefs. 

Lord,  what  a  Xura  of  love  am  I  indebted  to  thee, 
and  how  doth  my  debt  continually  increafe  !  How 
fhould  I  love  again  for  fo  much  love  ?  But  what  1  mall 
,  I  dare  to  think  of  making  thee  a  requital,  or  of  recom- 
penfing  all  tliy  love  with  mine  I  Will  my  mite  requite 
thee  for  thy  golden  mines  ?  or  mine,  which  is  nothing 
or  not  mine,  for  thine,  which  is  infinite  and  thine  own  ? 
Shall  I  dare  to  contend  in  love  with  thee,  or  fet  my 
borrowed  fpark  againft  the  fun  of  love  ?  Can  I  love  as 
high,  as  deep,  as  broad,  as  long  as  love  itfelf ;  as  much 
as  he  that  made  me,  and  that  made  me  live,  that  gave 
me  all  that  little  which  I  have  ?  Both  the  heat,  the 
fire,  the  fewel,  and  all  were  his  :  as  I  cannot  match 
thee  in  the  works  of  thy  power,  nor  make,  nor  pre- 
ferve,  nor  guide  the  world  :  fo  why  mould  I  think  any 
more  of  matching  thee  in  love  :  No,  Lord,  I  yield,  I 
am  overcome:  O  blefi'ed  conqueft  ;  Go  on  vi&oriouily, 
and  Itill  prevail,  and  triumph  in  thy  love:  the  captive 
of  love  (hall  proclaim  thy  victory,  when  thou  leadeit 
me  in  triumph  from  earth  to  heaven,  from  death  to 
life,  from  the  tribunal  to  the  throne ;  myfelf,  and  all 
that  fee  it,  fhall  acknowledge,  that  thou  haft  prevailed, 
and  all  fhall  fay,  Behold!  how  he loved  him  ! — Yet  let 
me  love  thee,  in  fubjeclion  to  thy  love,  as  thy  re- 
deemed captive,   though  I  cannot  reach  thy  meafure. 

O  my  foul,  begin  it  here  ;  be  fick  of  love  now,  that 
thou  may  eft  be  well  with  love  there  ;  keep  tbyjetf  kq-jj  in 
the  love  of  GW,  and  let  neither  life  nor  death,  nor  any 
thing  feparate  thee  from  it,  and  thou  (halt  be  kept  in  the 
fulnefs  of  love  for  ever  ;  for  the  Lord  l^ath  prepared  a 
city   of  love,   a  place  for  the  communicating  of  love 

to 


S20    The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.  III.  $10, 

to  his  chofen,  and  thofe  that  love  his  name  fhall  dwell 
there. 

Away  then,  O  my  drowfy  foul,  from  this  world's 
uncomfortable  darknefs !  The  night  of  thy  ignorance 
and  mifery  is  paft,  the  day  of  glorious  light  is  at  hand  : 
this  is  the  day-break  betwixt  them  both  :  though  thou 
feeft  not  yet  the  fun  iifelf  appear,  methinks  the  twilight 
of  promife  will  revive  thee  !  Come  forth  then,  and 
leave  thefe  earthly  cells,  and  hear  thy  Lord  that  bids 
thee  rejoice,  and  again  rejoice  !  Thou  hail  lain  there 
long  enough  in  thy  prifon  of  fleih,  where  Satan  hath 
been  thy  jailor,  where  cares  have  been  thy  irons,  and 
fears  thy  fcourge,  and  the  bread  and  water  of  affliction 
thy  food  ;  where  forrows  have  been  thy  lodging,  and  a 
carnal,  hard,  unbelieving  heart  the  iron  gates  and  bars 
that  have  kept  thee  in,  that  thou  couldil  fcarce  have 
leave  to  look  through  the  lattices,  and  fee  one  glimpfe 
of  the  immortal  light  :  the  angel  of  the  covenant  now 
calls  thee,  and  ftrikes  thee,  and  bids  thee  arife  and 
follow  him  :  Up,  O  my  foul,  and  cheerfully  obey,  and 
thy  bolts  and  bars  mall  all  fly  open;  do  thou  obey,  and 
all  will  obey  ;  follow  the  Lamb  which  way  fo  ever  he 
leads  thee  :  Art  thou  afraid,  becaufe  thou  knowell  not 
whither  ?  Can  the  place  be  worfe  than  where  thou  art? 
Shouldll  thou  fear  to  follow  fuch  a  guide  ?  Can  the  fun 
lead  thee  to  a  (late  of  darknefs  ?  or  can  he  miilead  thee 
that  is  the  light  that  lighttth  e-very  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world  ?  Will  he  lead  thee  to  death,  who  died  to  fave 
thee  from  it  ?  Or  can  he  do  thee  any  hurt,  who  for  thy 
fake  did  fuffer  fo  much  ?  Follow  him,  and  he  will  (hew 
thee  the  paradife  of  God,  he  will  give  thee  a  tafte  of 
the  tree  of  life  ;  thy  winter  is  pall,  and  wilt  thou  houfe 
thyfelf  ftill  in  earthly  thoughts  ;  and  confine  thyfelf  to 
drooping  and  dulnefs  ? 

Come  forth,  O  my  drooping  foul,  and  lay  afide  thy 
winter-mourning  robes ;  let  it  be  feen  in  thy  believing 
joys  and  praife,  that  the  day  is  appearing,  and  the 
fpring  is  come  ;  and  as  now  thou  feed  thy  comforts 
green,  thou  (halt  ihortly  fee  them  white  and  ripe  for 
harveft  ;  and  then  thou,  who  art  now  called  forth  to 
fee  and  talle,  fhall  be  called  forth  to  reap,  and  gather, 
and  take  poffefiion.  Shall  I  fufpendand  delay  my  joys 
till  then  r  Should  not  the  joys  of  fpring  go  before 
3  the 
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the  joys  of  harveft  ?  Is  the  heir  in  no  better  a  ftate 
than  the  flave  ?  My  Lord  hath  taught  me  to  rejoice 
in  the  hope  of  his  glory,  and  to  fee  it  through  the  bars 
of  a  prifon,  and  even  when  I  am  per  ft  cut  ed  for  rigbteouj- 
nefs'  fake,  when  I  am  reviled,  and  all  manner  of  evil  is  faid 
againjl  me  for  his  fake,  then  he  hath  commanded  me  to 
rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  becaufe  of  this  my  great  re* 
ward  in  heaven,  HovV  juilly  is  an  unbelieving  heart 
pofTeiTed  by  farrow,  and  made  a  prey  to  cares  and 
fears,  when  itielf  doth  create^  them,  and  thruft  away 
its  offered  peace  and  joy  !  1  know  it  is  the  pleaiure  of 
my  bounteous  Lord,  that  none  of  his  family  mould 
want  comfort,  nor  live  fuch  a  poor  and  miferable  life, 
nor  look  with  fuch  a  famifhed  dejected  face.  I  know 
he  would  have  my  joys  exceed  my  forrows,  and  as 
much  as  he  delights  in  the  humble  and  contrite,  yet 
doth  he  more  delight  in  the  foul  as  it  delighteth  in  him. 
Hath  my  Lord  fpread  me  a  table  in  the  wiJdernefs,  and 
furnifhed  it  with  promifes  of  everlailing  glory,  and  (et 
before  me  angels'  food,  and  broached  for  me  the  fide  of 
his  beloved  Son,  that  I  might  have  better  wine  than 
the  blood  of  the  grape  ?  Doth  he  fo  importunately  in- 
vite me  to  fit  down,  and  draw  forth  my  faith,  and  feed, 
and  fpare  not  ?  Nay,  hath  he  furnifhed  me  to  that  end, 
with  reafon  and  faith,  and  a  rejoicing  difpofition?  And 
yet  is  it  poffible  that  he  fliould  be  unwilling  1  mould 
rejoice?  Never  think  it,  O  my  unbelieving  foul  :  nor 
dare  charge  him  with  thy  uncomfortable  heavinefs, 
who  offereth  thee  the  foretaile  of  the  higheft  delight 
that  heaven  can  afford,  and  God  can  bellow.  Doth  he 
notj  bid  thee  delight  thyfelf  in  the  Lord?  and  promife  to 
give  thee  the  defires  of  thy  heart  ?  Hath  he  not  charged 
thee  to  rejoice  evermore  ?  Yea,  to  Jing  aloud  and  (hout 
for  joy  ? 

Away  ye  cares  and  fears!  Away  ye  impotnt 
forrows  !  Stay  here  below  whilil  I  go  up  and  fee  my 
Reft.  The  way  is  ftrange  to  me,  but  not  to  Cruiir.. 
There  is  the  eternal  dwelling  of  his  glorious  Deity  : 
and  thither  hath  he  alio  brought  his  glorihed  body.  It 
was  his  work  to  purchafe  it ;  it  is  his  work  to  prepare 
it,  and  to  prepare  me  for  it,  and  to  bring  me  to  it,. 
The  eternal  God  of  Truth  hath  given  me  his  promife, 
his  feal,   and  his  oath  to  affure  me,  that  believing  im 
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Chrifl,  IJball  not  perijh,  but  have  cverlajiing  life  :  thither 
fhall  my  foul  be  fpeedily  removed,  and  my  body  fhortly 
follow.  And  can  my  tongue  fay,  that  I  mall  fhortly 
and  furely  live  with  God,  and  yet  my  heart  not  leap 
within  me  ?  Can  I  fay  it  believingly,  and  not  re- 
joicingly ?  Ah  faith,  how  do  I  perceive  thy  weaknefs  ! 
Ah  unbelief!  If  I  had  never  known  it  before,  how 
fenfibly  do  I  now  perceive  thy  malicious  tyranny  !  But 
were  it  not  for  thee,  what  abundance  might  I  have  ! 
The  light  of  heaven  would  fhine  into  my  heart,  and  I 
might  be  as  familiar  there  as  I  am  on  earth. 

Come  away,  then,  my  foul ;  ftand  not  looking  on 
that  grave,  nor  turning  thofe  bones,  nor  reading  thy 
leffon  in  the  duft :  but  lift  up  thy  head  and  look  to 
heaven,  and  read  thy  inftru&ions  in  thofe  fixed  ftars  : 
or  yet  look  higher  than  thofe  eyes  can  fee,  into  that 
foundation  which  ftandeth  fure,  and  fee  thy  name 
written  in  the  Book  of  Life.  What  if  an  angel  mould 
come  from  heaven  and  tell  thee,  that  there  is  a  manfion 
prepared  for  thee  :  that  it  mail  certainly  be  thine  own, 
and  thou  fhalt  poffefs  it  for  ever  ;  would  not  fuch  a 
meffage  make  thee  glad  ?  And  doft  thou  make  light  of 
the  infallible  Word  of  Promifes  which  were  delivered  by 
the  Spirit,  and  by  the  Lord  himfelf  ? 

What  delight  have  I  found  in  my  private  ftudies, 
efpecially  when  they  have  profpered  to  the  increafe  of 
knowledge  !  Methinks  I  could  bid  the  world  farewel, 
and  immure  myfelf  in  fweet  content,  and  pity  the  rich 
and  great  ones  that  know  not  happinefs.  Sure  then  it 
is  a  high  delight  indeed,  which  in  the  lap  of  eternity 
is  enjoyed  ! 

If  the  queen  of  Sheba  came  from  Ethiopia  to  hear 
the  wifdom  of  Solffmon,  and  fee  his  glory  ;  O  how 
gladly  mould  I  pafs  from  earth  to  heaven  ;  to  fee  the 
glory  of  rhat  eternal  Majefty  ;  and  to  attain  myfelf  that 
height  of  wifdom,  in  comparifon  of  which  the  molt 
learned  on  earth  are  but  fools  and  idiots  !  If  the  heaven 
of  glafs  which  the  Perfian  Emperor  framed,  was  fo 
glorious  a  piece,  and  the  heaven  of  filver  which  the 
Emperor  Ferdinand  fent  to  the  Great  Turk^  becaufe  of 
their  rare  artificial  reprefentations  and  motions,  wh  it 
will  the  heaven  of  heavens  be,  which  is  not  formed  by 
the  art  of  man,  nor  beautified  like  thefe  childifh  toys  ; 

but 
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but  which  is  the  matchlefs  palace  of  the  great  King,  built 
by  himfeif  for  the  refiaence  of  his  glory,  and  the  per- 
petual entertainment  of  his  beloved  faints! 

1  cannot  here  enjoy  my  parents,  or  my  beloved 
friends  without  fome  delight ;  what  will  it  then  be  to 
live  in  the  perpetual  love  of  God  !  For>brethren  here 
to  live  together  in  unity,  how  good  and  pleafant  a 
thing  it  is !  To  fee  a  family  live  in  love  :  hufbands, 
wives,  parents,  children,  fervants,  doing  all  in  love  to 
One  another  !  O  then,  what  a  blefTed  Society  will  be 
the  family  of  heaven,  and  thofe  peaceable  inhabitants 
of  the  New  Jerulalem  !  Where  is  no  divifion,  no  dif- 
afFe&ion,  nor  ftrangenefs,  nor  deceitful  friendship ; 
no  angry  thought  or  look,  nor  unkind  expreflion,  but 
all  are  one  in  Chrift,  who  is  one  with  the  Father,  and 
live  in  the  love  of  Love  Himfeif ! 

Awake  then,  O  my  drowfy  foul,  and  look  above 
this  world  of  forrow  !  Hail  thou  borne  the  yoke  of  af- 
flictions from  thy  youth,  and  fo  long  felt  the  fmarting 
rod,  and  yet  c?nft  no  better  underftand  its  meaning  ? 
Is  not  every  ltroke  to  drive  thee  hence  ?  And  is  not  the 
voice  like  that  to  Elijah,  What  doft  thou  here?  Up  and 
away,  Doft  thou  forget  that  fure  prediction  of  the 
Lord,  In  the  world  ye  /hall  have  trouble,  but  in  me  ye 
Jh all  ha-ve  peace  !  The  firft  thou  haft  found  true  by  long 
experience  :  and  of  the  latter  thou  haft  had  a  fmall 
foretafte ;  but  the  perfect  peace  is  yet  before,  which 
till  it  be  enjoyed,  cannot  be  clearly  underftood. 

Ah  my  Lord,  I  feel  thy  meaning;  it  is  written  in 
my  flelh  ;  it  is  engraven  on  my  bones  :  my  heart  thou 
aimeft  at:  thy  rod  doth  drive,  thy  filken  cord  of  love 
doth  draw  :  and  all  to  bring  it  to  thyfelf:  Can  fuch  a 
heart  be  worth  thy  having  ?  Make  it  fo,  Lord,  and 
then  it  is  thine  :  take  it  to  thyfelf,  and  then  it  is  thine : 
take  it  to  thyfelf,  and  then  take  me.  I  can  but 
reach  my  heart  toward  thee,  not  to  thee;  I  am  too  low: 
and  it  is  too  dull ;  this  clod  hath  life  to  ftir,  but  not 
to  rife  :  As  the  feeble  child  to  the  tender  mother,  it 
looketh  up  to  thee,  and  ftretcheth  out  the  hands,  and 
fain  would  have  thee  take  it  up.  Indeed,  Lord,  my 
foul  is  in  a  ftrait,  and  what  to  chufe  1  know  not,  but 
thou  knoweit  what  to  give  :  to  depart,  and  be  with 
thee,  is  beft ;  but  yet  to  be  in  the  flefh  feems  needful. 

Thou 


$24  The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.   III.}  10. 

Thou  knowefl  I  am  not  weary  of  thy  work  ;  I  am  wil- 
ling to  flay  while  thou  wilt  here  employ  me,  and  to 
difpatch  the  work  which  thou  haft  puc  in  my  hands  : 
but  I  befeech  thee  flay  no  longer  when  this  is  done  ; 
and  while  I  muft  be  here,  let  me  itill  improve  and 
afcend ;  make  me  flill  better,  and  take  me  at  the 
bell.  I  dare  not  be  fo  impatient  of  living,  as  to  im- 
portune thee  to  cut  off  my  time,  and  urge  thee  to 
/hatch  me  hence  :  nor  yet  would  1  flay  when  my  work 
is  done;  and  remain  under  thy  feet  while  thy  faints  are 
in  thy  bofom  ;  I  am  thy  child  as  well  as  they  j  Chrill  is 
my  Head  as  well  as  theirs  :  Why  is  there  then  fo  g~eat 
a  dillance  ?  I  acknowledge  the  equity  of  thy  ways  ; 
though  we  are  all  children,  yet  I  am  the  prodigal,  and 
therefore  meeter  in  this  remote  country  to  feed  on 
hulks,  while  they  are  always  with  thee,  and  pofTefs  thy 
glory  :  but  they  were  once  in  my  condition,  and  1  fhall 
fhortly  be  in  theirs :  they  were  of  the  lowell  form, 
before  they  came  to  the  highefl  :  they  fufFered  before 
they  reigned  ;  they  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  who 
jire  now  Handing  before  thy  Throne  :  and  fhall  not  I  be 
content  to  come  to  the  crown  as  they  did  ?  and  to 
drink  of  their  cup  before  I  fit  with  them  in  the  king- 
dom f  1  am  contented,  O  my  Lord,  to  flay  thy  time, 
and  go  thy  way,  fo  thou  wilt  exalt  me  alfo  in  thy 
feafon,  and  take  me  into  thy  barn  when  thou  feeft  me 
ripe.  In  the  mean  time  I  may  defire,  though  I  am  not 
to  repine ;  1  may  believe  and  wifh,  though  not  make 
finful  hafle.  I  am  content  to  wait,  but  not  to  lofe  thee : 
and  when  thou  feefl  me  too  contented  with  thine  ab- 
fence,  quicken  then  my  dull  defires,  and  raife  up  the 
dying  fpark  of  love  ;  and  leave  me  not  till  I  am  able 
unfeignedly  to  cry  out,  "As  the  heart  panteth  after  the 
brooks,  and  the  dry  land  thirfleth  for  water  ftreams, 
fo  thirfleth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God  :  When  fhall  I 
come  and  appear  before  the  living  God  ?  "  What  in- 
terefl  hath  this  empty  world  in  me  ?  And  what  is  there 
in  it  that  may  feem  fo  lovely,  as  to  entice  my  defires 
and  delights  from  thee,  or  make  me  relu&ant  to  come 
away  ?  Draw  forth  my  foul  to  thyfelf  by  the  fecret 
power  of  thy  love,  as  the  funfhine  in  the  fpring  draws 
forth  creatures  from  their  winter  cells ; — meet  it 
half-way,  and  entice  it  to  thee,  as  the  loadflone  doth 

the 
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the  iron  :  difpel  the  clouds  that  hide  from  me  thy  love, 
or  remove  the  fcales  that  hinder  mine  eyes  from  be- 
holding thee  :  for  only  the  beams  that  flrearn  from  thy 
face,  and  the  tafte  of  thy  falvation  can  make  a  foul  un- 
feigned! y  fay,  "  Lord,  now  let  thy  fervant  depart  iji 
peace." 

Send  forth  thy  convoy  of  angels  for  my  departing 
foul,  and  let  them  bring  it  among  the  perfect  fpirits  o£ 
the  juft,  and  let  me  follow  my  dear  friends  that  have 
died  in  Chrift  before  ;  and  when  my  friends  are  crying 
over  my  grave,  let   my  fpirit  be  repofed  with  thee  in. 
Reft  ;  and  when  my  corpfe  (hall  lie  there  rotting  in  the 
dark,  let  my   foul  be  in  the  inheritance  of  the  Saints 
in  light.     And   O  thou  that  numbered  the  hairs  of  my 
head,    number  all  the   days   that   my   body  lies  in  the 
dull;    thou  that  writeft  all  my  members  ia  thy  book, 
keep  an  account  of  all  my  fcattered  bones  ;  and  haften, 
O  my  Saviour,  the  time  of  thy  return  :  fend  forth  thin? 
angels,   and  let   that  dreadful,  joyful  trumpet  found  ; 
delay   not,  left   the  living  give  up  their  hopes  :  delay 
not,  left  earth  fhouid  grow  like  hell,  and  left  thy  church 
by  diviiion  be  crumbled  to  duft  :  delay  not,  left  thine 
enemies  get  advantage  of  thy  flock,  and  left  pride  and 
hypocrify,  and  fenfuality,  and  unbelief,  ihould  prevail 
againft   thy   little  remnant,  and  fiiare  among  them  tin- 
whole  inheritance,  and  when  thou  comeft  thou  find  not 
faith   on   the  earth.     Delay  not,  left  the  grave  mould 
boaft  of  victory,  and  refufe  to  deliver  thee  up  thy  due; 
O   haften  that  great  refurrection  day  !    When  thy  com- 
mand lhall  go  forth,  and  none  (hall  difobey  ;  when  ths 
fea  and  earth  fhall  yield  up  their  hoftages,  and  all  that 
fleep  in^  the   grave  (hall  awake,  and  the  dead  in  Chrili 
iirft  arife  !  when  the  feed  that  thou  foweft  corruptible, 
(hall  come  forth  incorruptible  ;  and  graves  that  receiv- 
ed  but   rottennefs,  and   retained  but  duft,   lhall  return 
thee  glorious  ftars  and  funs :  therefore  dare  I  lay  down 
my   carcafs  in   the  duft,  entrufting  it,  not  to  a  grave, 
but   to  thee  ;   and  therefore  my  flefh  lhall  reft  in  hope, 
till  thou  raife  it  te  Everlafting  Reft.     Return,  O  Lord, 
how   long  ?     O  let  thy  kingdom  come  !     Thy  defolate 
bride  faith,  Come  ;  for  thy  Spirit  within  her  faith,  Come, 
z  E  who 
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who  teacheth  her  thus  to  pray  with  groanings  which 
cannot  be  exprefled  :  the  whole  creation  faith,  Come, 
waiting  to  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God  :  thyfelf 
hath  faid,  u  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen,  even  fo, 
come.   Lord  Jefus !  " 


The  CONCLUSION. 

Thus,  Reader,  I  have  given  thee  my  bed  auvice  for 
the  attaining  and  maintaining  a  heavenly  conver- 
fation.  The  manner  is  imperfecl,  and  too  much  my 
own  ;  but  for  the  main  matter  I  received  it  from  God. 
From  him  I  deliver  it  to  thee,  and  this  charge  I  lay 
upon  thee,  that  thou  entertain  and  pra&ifeit.  If  thou 
canft  not  do  it  fully,  do  it  as  thou  canft  ;  only  be  fure 
thou  do  it  ferioufly  and  frequently.  If  thou  wilt  be- 
lieve a  man  that  hath  made  lome  tiial  of  it,  thou  (halt 
find  it  will  make  thee  another  man,  and  elevate  thy  foul, 
and  clear  thy  underilanding,  and  leave  a  plealant  favour 
upon  thy  heart  ;  lo  that  thy  own  experience  will  make 
thee  confeis,  that  one  hour  thus  f'pent  will  more  effec- 
tually revive  thee,  than  many  in  bare  external  duties; 
and  a  day  in  thefe  contemplations  will  afford  thee  truer 
content,  than  all  the  glory  and  riches  of  the  earth.  Be 
acquainted  with  this  work,  and  thou  wilt  be  acquainted 
with  God  :  thy  joys  will  be  fpiritual  and  lading  :  thou 
wilt  have  comfort  in  life,  and  comfort  in  death:  when 
thou  haft  neither  wealth  nor  health,  nor  the  pleafures  of 
this  world,  yet  wilt  thou  have  comfort :  comfort  with- 
out the  prefence  or  help  of  any  friend,  without  a  book, 
when  all  means  are  denied  thee,  or  taken  from  thee,  yet 
mayeft  thou  have  vigorous,  real  comfort.  Thy  graces 
will  be  aftive  and  victorious;  and  the  daily  joy  which 
is  thus  fetched  from  heaven,  will  be  thy  ftrength  ;  thou 
wilt  be  as  one  that  dandeth  on  the  top  of  an  exceeding 
high  mountain  ;  he  looks  down  on  the  world  as  if  it 
were  quite  below  him  :  how  fmall  do  the  fields,  and 
1  woods, 
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woods,  and  countries  feem  to  him  ?  Cities  and  towns 
feem  but  little  fpots.  Thus  defpicably  wilt  thou  look 
on  all  things  here  below  :  the  greateft  princes  will  feem 
but  asgrafs-hoppcrs,  and  the  bufy,  contentious,  covet- 
ous world,  but  as  heaps  of  ants.  Men's  threatnings 
will  be  no  terror  to  thee ;  nor  the  honours  of  this  world 
any  ftrong  enticement  ;  temptations  will  be  harmlefs,  as 
having  loft  their  flrength  ;  and  afflictions  le(s  grievous, 
as  having  loft  their  fting  ;  and  every  mercy  will  be  bet- 
ter known  and  relifhed. 

Reader,  it  is  (under  God)  in  thy  own  choice  now, 
whether  thou  wilt  live  this  bleffed  life  or  not  :  and 
whether  all  thefe  pains  which  1  have  taken  for  thee,  fhall 
profper  or  be  loft.  If  it  be  loft  through  thy  lazinefs, 
(which  God  forbid  !)  thou  wilt  prove  the  greater  lofer 
thyfelf. 

O  man  I  what  haft  thou  to  mind,  but  God  and  hea- 
ven ?  Art  thou  not  almoflout  of  this  world  already  ? 
Doft  thou  not  look  every  day,  when  one  dileafe  or 
other  will  let  out  thy  foul  ?  Doth  not  the  bier  ftand 
ready  to  carry  thee  to  the  grave  ?  and  the  worms  wait  to 
feed  upon  thy  face  and  heart  ?  What  if  thy  pulfe  muft 
beat  a  few  ftrokes  more  ?  And  what  if  thou  haft  h 
few  more  breaths  to  fetch,  before  thou  breathe  thy  laft? 
And  what  if  thou  haft  a  few  more  nights  to  deep,  be- 
fore thou  ileep  m  the  duft  ?  Alas,  what  will  this  be, 
when  it  is  gone  ?  And  is  it  not  almoft  gone  already  ? 
Shortly  thou  wilt  fee  thy  glafs  run  out,  and  fay  thyfelf, 
1  My  life  is  done  !  My  time  is  gone  !  There  is  noihing 
now,  but  heaven  or  hell  ;  '  where  then  (hould  thy 
heart  be  now,  but  in  heaven?  Didft  thou  but  know 
what  a  dreadful  thing  it  is  to  have  a  doubt  of  heaven, 
when  a  man  lies  dying,  it  would  rouze  thee  up. 

O  what  a  life  might  men  live,  if  they  were  rut  wil- 
ling and  diligent  !  God  would  have  our  joys  to  be  far 
more  than  our  forrows  ;  yea,  he  would  have  us  to  e 
no  for  row,  but  what  tendeth  to  joy  ;  and  no  more  than 
our  fins  have  made  neceifary  for  our  good.  How  much 
do  thofe  chriftians  wrong  God  and  themlelves,  th.if 
either  make  their  thoughts  of  God  the  inlet  of  their 
2  E   2  forrows, 
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forrows.  or  let  thefe  offered  joys  lie  by,  as  neglecled  or 
forgotten  !  Some  there  are  that  fay,  *  It  is  not  worth  fo 
much,  time  and  trouble,  to  think  of  the  greatnefsof  the 
joys  above/  But  as  thefe  men  obey  not  the  command 
of  God,  which  requireth  them  to  have  their  affec- 
tions on  things  above  ;  fo  do  they  wilfully  make  their" 
own  lives  miserable,  by  refufing  the  delights  which 
God  had  fet  before  them.  And  yet  if  this  were  all,  it 
were  a  fmall  matter  ;  if  it  were  but  lofs  of  their  cora- 
fortv^I  would  not  fay  much  :  but  fee  what  abundance 
of  other  mifchiefs  follow  the  abfence  of  thefe  heavenly 
delights. 

JPirJtf  It  will  damp,  if  not  deftroy,  our  very  love  to 
God  :  io  deeply  as  we  apprehend  his  exceeding  love  to 
us,  and  his  purpofe  to  make  us  eternally  happy,  lo 
much  will  it  raife  our  love  :  love  to  God,  and  delight 
in  him,  are  ftill  conjunct.  They  that  conceive  of  God 
as  one  that  defneth  their  blood  and  damnation,  cannot 
heartily  love  him, 

SeconiUy,  It  will  make  us  have  rare  and  unpleafmg 
thoughts  of  God  ;  for  our  thoughts  will  follow  our 
iove  and  delight.  Did  we  more  delight  in  God  than  in 
any  thing  below,  our  thoughts  would  as  freely  run; 
after  him,  as  they  now  run  from  him. 

Thirdly.  And  it  will  make  men  have  as  rare  and  un- 
pleafmg ipeechesof  God  :  for  who  will  care  for  talking 
of  that  which  he  hath  no  delight  in  ?  What  makes  men 
ftill  to  talk  of  worldlinefs  or  wickednefs,  but.  that  thefe 
arc  more  pieafant  to  them  than  God  ? 

Fourthly )  Men  will  have  no  delight  in  the  fervice  of 
God,  when  they  have  no  delight  in  God,  nor  any 
iweet  thoughts  of  heaven,  which  is  the  end  of  their 
fcrviccs.  No  wonder  if  fuch  chriftians  complain,  that 
they  are  ftill  backward  to  duty  :  that  they  have  no  de- 
light in  praver,  in  facraments,  or  in  fcripture  itfelf ;  if 
thou  couldft  once  delight  in  God,  thou  wouldil  eahly 
delight  in  duty  ;  efpecially  that  which  bringeth  thee  in- 
to neareft  cenverfe  with  him  ;  but  till  then,  no  wonder 
if  thou  be  weary  of  all. 
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Fifthly,  This  want  of  heavenly  delight  will  leave 
men  under  the  power  of  every  affliction  ;  they  will 
kave  nothing  to  comfort  them,  and  eafe  theai  in  their 
fufferings,  but  the  empty,  ineffectual  pleasures  of  the 
fleih  ;  and  when  thole  are  gone,  where  then  is  their 
delight  ? 

Sixthly i  It  will  make  them  fearful  and  unwilling  to 
die  :  for  ./ho  would  go  to  a  God,  or  a  place  that  he 
hath  no  delight  in  ?  Or  who  would  leave  his  pleafure 
here,  except  it  were  to  go  to  better  ?  But  if  mW  take 
delight  in  God  while  they  live,  they  will  not  tremble 
at  the  tidings  of  death. 

If  God  would  perfuade  you  now  to  make  confcicnce 
of  this  duty,  and  help  you  in  it  by  the  bleiTed  influence 
of  his  Spirit,  you  would  not  change  your  lives  with 
the  greateil  prince  on  earth.  But  I  am  afraid,  if  I  may 
judge  of  your  hearts  by  the  backwardnefs  of  ray  own, 
that  it  will  prove  a  hard  thing  to  perfuade  you  to  the 
work.  Pardon  my  jealoufy ;  it  is  railed  upon  too 
many  and  fad  experiments.  What  fay  you*?  Do  you 
refolve  on  this  heavenly  courfe  or  no  ?  Will  you  he 
go  all  your  linful  pleafures,  and  daily  feek  thefe  higher 
delights  ? 

I  pray  thee,  Reader,  coniider  of  it,  and  refolve  on 
the  work  before  thou  goeft  further.  Let  thy  family 
perceive,  let  thy  neighbours  perceive,  let  thy  con- 
science perceive,  yea,  let  God  perceive  it,  that  thou. 
art  a  man  who  haft  thy  converfaticn  in  heaven,  God 
hath  now  offered  to  be  thy  daily  delight ;  thy  neglect 
is  thy  refufal.  Take  heed  what  thou  dolt  :  refufe  this, 
and  refufe  all;  thou  muft  have  heavenly  delights,  or 
none  that  are  lailing.  God  is  willing  that  thou  fhouldll 
walk  with  him,  and  fetch  in  confolation  from  the  ever- 
lading  fountain  :  if  thou  be  not  willing,  bear  the  lofs  ^. 
and  when  thou  lieft  dying,  then- feek  for  comfort  where 
thou  canft.  O  how  is  the  unfeen  God  negle&ed,  and 
the  unfeen  glory  forgotten?  and  all  for  want  of  that 
*'  faith  which  is  the  fubllance  of  things  hoped  for,  and 
the  evidence  of  things  that  are  not  feen." 

But  for  you   vvhofe   hearts   God   hath  weaned  fiom: 
all  things  here  below,   I  hope  you  will  fetch  one  wajk 
2-E  3  uaily 
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daily  in  the  New  Jerufalem  !  God  is  your  love  and 
your  defire  ;  and  I  know  you  would  fain  be  more  ac- 
quainted wiih  your  Saviour,  and  I  know  it  is  your 
grief  that  your  hearts  are  not  more  near  him ;  and  that 
they  do  not  more  pafiionately  love  and  delight  in  him. 
As  ever  you  would  enjoy  your  defires,  tiy  this  life  of 
meditation  en  your  everlafting  Reft. 

O  Thou,  the  merciful  Father  of  Spirits,  the  Attrac- 
tive of  love  and  the  Ocean  of  delights,  draw  up  thefe 
drofTy  hearts  unto  thyfelf,  and  keep  them  there  till 
they  are  fpiritualized  and  refined,  and  fecond  thefe  thy 
fervant's  weak  endeavours,  and  perfuade  thofe  that 
read  thefe  lines,  to  the  practice  of  this  delightful,  hea- 
venly work  !  O  fuffer  not  the  foul  of  thy  moil  unwor- 
thy fervant  to  be  a  flranger  to  thofe  joys  which  he  urn- 
foldeth  to  thy  people,  or  to  be  feldom  in  that  way  which 
he  hath  marked  out  to  others  !  but  O  keep  me  while  I 
tarry  on  this  earth,  in  daily  ferious  breathings  after  thee, 
and  in  a  believing,  affectionate  walking  with  thee;  and 
when  thou  comeft,  O  let  me  be  found  fo  doing,  not 
hiding  my  talent,  nor  ferving  my  flefh,  nor  yet  afleep 
with,  my  lamp  unfurnilhed,  but  waiting  and  longing 
for  my  Lord's  return  :  that  thofe  who  mail  read  thefe 
directions,  may  not  only  reap  the  frait  of  my  ftudies, 
but  the  br-eathings  of  my  active  hope  and  love  :  that 
if  my  heart  were  open  to  their  view,,  they  might  there 
read  the  fame,  moil  deeply  engraven  with  a  beam,  from 
the  face  of  the  Son  of  God.;  and  not  find  vanity,  or 
luft,  or  pride  within,  where  the  words  of  life  appear 
■without;  that  fo  thefe  lines  may  not  witnefs  againil  me, 
tout,  proceeding  from  the  heart  of  the  Writer,  may  be 
effectual,  thro'  thy  grace,  upon  the  heart  of  the  Reader.,, 
and  fo  be  the  favour,  of  life  to  both. 

Giory  be  to  God  in  the  higkejt:  On  earth  Peace? 

i;*md,y:rit  toicardi   men, 
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1  It  confifts  in  pitying  the  mifery  of  men's  fouls     161 

2  In  giving  religious  inftruction,  . .  . .     ibid. 

3  In  promoting  their  profit  by  public  ordinances,  175 

4  Why  this  duty  is  fo  much  neglected,       . .         ibid. 

5  Objections  againft  it  anfwered,  ....  176 

6  The  difcharge  of  it  urged,  ..  .  .         1S3 

CHAP.     XII. 

An_Advice  to  fome  more  particularly  to  help  others  to 
this  Reft. 

1  Thofe  who  have  more  learning  and  knowledge 

than  others,  192 

2  Thofe  who  especially  have  familiarity  with  un- 

godly men,  ibid. 

3  Phyficians,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  ought  to  make 

confeience  of  this  duty,  . .       ibid 

4  Thofe  who  have  wealth  and  property,  .«      193 

5  The  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  194 

Part     III.  Chap.     I. 

Containing  a  Directory  for  getting   and   keeping  the 
heart  in  heaven,  by  the  diligent  practice  of  that  ex- 
cellent duty  Meditation. 
Reproving  our  Expectations  of  Reft  on  Earth. 

1  It  is  grofs  idolatry  to  make  any  creature  or 

means  our  Reft,  ..,.  217 

2  Confider  how  thofe  contradi6t  the  end  of  God 

in  giving  thefe  things,  ».  -.         218 

3  Confider 


CONTENTS.  337 

Page. 

S  Coiifider  whether  it  be  not  the  mod  probable 
way,  to  caufe  God,  to  deny  thofe  mercies 
which  we  defire,  218 

4  If  we  take  up  our  reft  here,  it  will  be  one  of 

the  greateft  curfcs  that  can  befal  us,       mmt      220 

CHAP.     II. 

Motives  to  hcavcnly-mindednefs.     Chriftians  exhorted 
to  it,   by  confidering, 

1  It  will  evidence  their  fincere  piety,           a  227 

2  It  leads  to  the  mod  comfortable  life,         228 

3  It  is  the  beft  prefervativc  from  temptations,  234 

4  It  will  invigorate  their  graces  and  duties,  235 

5  It  will  be  their  beft  cordial  in  afflictions,      . .  242 
#  It  will  render  them  moll  ufeful  to  others,     __  213 

CHAP.     III. 

Containing  fome  hindrances  of  Heavenly  Mindedncfs. 

1  Living  in  known  fin,  24  X 

2  Earthly  mindednefs,  04^ 

3  Avoid  ungodly  and  fenfual  men,  247 

4  Difputes  about  leffer  truths,  efpecially  when  a 

man's  religion  lies  in  opinions,  248 

5  Take  heed  of  a  proud  and  lofty  fpirit,         . ,    249 

6  — Lazincfs  and  flothfulnefs  of  fpirit,  2S1 

7  — Mere  preparative  to  this  heavenly  life,  while 

we  are  Grangers  to  the  life  itfelf,  ..         254 

CHAP.     IV. 

Some  Helps  to  Heavenly-Mindednefs. 

1  Know  heaven  to  be  the  only  treafure,       255 

2  Labour  to  know  heaven  to  be  the  only  happi- 

nefs,  fo  alfo  to  be  thy  happinefs,         256 

5  Labour  to  apprehend  how  near  it  is,      ibid. 

4  To  be  much  in  ferious  difcourfing  of  it,       ..     257 

5  Make  it  thy  bufinefs  in  every  duty  to  wind  up 

thy  affections  nearer  heaven,  258 

4  Make  an  advantage  of  every  object  thou  feeft,  259 
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7  Be  much  in  that  angelical  work  of  praife,  26Q 

8  13c   a   careful  obferver  of  the  drawings  of  the 

Spirit,  262 

CHAP.     V. 

A  defcription  of  heavenly  Contemplation. 

1  It  is  the  fet  and  folemn  acting  of  all  the  powers 

of  the  foul  upon  this  molt  perfect  object  (Keii)  • 
by  Meditation,  ..  . .  ..     264 

2  It  is  the  work  of  the  foul,  for  bodily  excrcife 

doth  here  profit  but  little,  266 

3  It  is  not  a  bare  thinking,     but  a  bufinefs  of  a 

more  excellent  nature,  . .  - .      ibid. 

CHAP.     VI. 

The  fitteft  Time  and  place  for  Contemplation,  and  the 
Preparation  of  the  Heart  unto  it. 

1  Chufe  the  mod  feafonablc  time,         . .  -  -    270 

2  The  Lord's  day  is  a  time  exceedingly  feafonablc,  275 

3  When   God  doth   extraordinarily  revive   our 

fpirit,  ..  ..  ..276 

4  When  the  Mcffcngers   of  Cod  fummons  us  to 

die,  . .  _  .  -  -  ibid 

5  To   withdraw  from   all  Society,  that  we  may 

awhile  enjoy  the  Society  of  Chritt,    .__-  .  .      ibid. 

6  Get  thy  heart  clear  fiom  the  world,        .       .      277 

7  Labour  to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  prefence  of 

God,  -  .  .  .278 

8  Confider  the  grcatnefs  of  the  work,  .      ibid. 

CHAP.     VII. 

What  affections  muft  be  acted,  and  by  what  Consider- 
ation and  Objects,  and  in  what  Order. 

1  Love,  .  .                              -  282 

2  Defire,  ...  287 

3  Hope,      '  .  .              .  288 

4  And  Joy,  ....  289 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Some  Advantages  and  Helps,  for  railing  the  foul 
by  Meditation. 

1  Argue  ftrongly  with  your  hearts,  from  the  cor- 

rupt delights  of  fenfual  men,  295 

2  Compare  alfo  the  delights  above  with  the  law- 

ful delights  of  fenfe,  ibid. 

3  Confider  alfo  the  delights  above  with  the  delights 

that  are  found  in  natural  knowledge,        .      ibid. 

4  Compare  them  alfo  with  the  delights  of  morality,  296 

5  Compare   alfo   the  excellencies  of  heaven  with 

the  works  of  creation,  297 

-6*  — Alfo  Avith  the  works  of  Providence,  *  hich  God 
exercifeth  in  the  church,  and  in  the  world,     298 

7  Compare  alfo  the  mercies  which  thou  (halt  have 

above,     with     thofe    particular    providences 
which  thou  haft  enjoyed  thy felf,         299 

8  Compare  the  joy  which  we  fliall  have  in  hea- 

ven,   with  that  which  the  faints  have  found 

in  the  way  to  it,  300 

9  Compare  alio  the  glory  of  the  heavenly  king- 

dom with  the  glory  of  the  church  on  earth,    301 

CHAP.     IX. 

How  to  manage  and  watch  over  the  heart  through  the 
whole  work. 

1  Command   thy  heart ;  if  it  rebel,  ufe  violence 

with   it,  call  in   the   affiftance   of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  305 

2  Beware  left   it  delude  thee  by  a  loitering  for- 

mality,      306 

3  Ufe  violence  with  thy  imaginations,  —         307 

4  Be  lure  alfo  to  look  to  thy  heart  in  this,  that  it 

cut  not  out  the  work,  before  the  time,     —     ibid. 

CHAP.     X. 

An  Example  of  this  Heavenly  Contemplation,  for 
the  help  of  the  unikilful,  —  —      310 
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